
WORD: IN IT TO LIVE IT - SESSION 4 

MEMORIZE IT! 

CPR Leader Helps 
1. What sort of things did you have memorized, growing up:  addresses, phone 

numbers, birthdays, etc.?  Answers will vary.  What was the most unique thing you 
memorized?  Answers will vary.  (Pastor Andy - The Constitution Rap - a rap I did 
as a senior in high school to commemorate the Constitution’s 200th anniversary.  
Doing it to music helped to memorize it.)  What was the most challenging memory 
project you completed in school?  Answers will vary.


2. Go around the group and see if anyone can recite their phone number (from 
memory).  Then their spouse’s?  kids’?  boss’s?  parents’?  Do you think our current 
culture is moving towards or away from the value of memory work?  Explain your 
answer.  We live in a culture that is becoming increasingly more lazy.  We want 
information at our finger tips.  Instead of going to a dictionary to look up a word, we 
ask Siri, Alexa, or Google.  The ease of access to all kinds of information works 
against us storing information (memory work) internally, since all we have to do is 
make a few clicks to get it.


3. What is your favorite hobby or pastime?  Answers will vary.  Share a few facts 
about it.  Answers will vary.  How hard is it to learn about your hobby?  Not very 
hard.  Why?  because we enjoy (learning about) these things.  We freely give time, 
money, energy, and investment to them.  They are the overflow of our heart.  


4. What is the value of memorizing things?  You always carry it with you because it is 
IN you, a part of you.  What would be the value of memorizing God’s word to you 
personally?  Answers may vary.  Memorizing Scripture can aid and assist your 
prayer life, augment your witnessing, encourage your heart with God’s promises, 
help you fight temptation; overcome depression and inspire hope, etc. 




5. Look up these verses to see personal benefits of God’s word IN us.  What 
additional benefits can you discover?


a. John 15:3 - God’s word purifies our soul.  Like a divine gardener, God uses it 
to cut, prune, and cleanse anything unproductive or diseased in our lives.


b. Eph 5:26 - Again, it cleanses us through the washing of water with the Word.

c. Ps 119:160 - The sum of God’s word is truth.  Truth helps us develop good 

doctrine and practically live well - if we are aligned with it.  It may reprove us 
if we are out of step or have wandered.


d. Ps 119:9,11 - Purity.  God’s word in our hearts reminds of what is good and 
right and pure so that we can keep our way aligned to God’s way.


e. John 15:7 - Great freedom to ask in prayer when God’s word abides in us 
and informs our praying.


f. 2 Tim 1:7, Rom 8:26 - God’s word can encourage and empower us, fill us 
with love and a sound mind, give us boldness, and guide our praying in 
agreement with the Holy Spirit.


g. other - Matthew 4:1-11 - Jesus’ personal example of fighting off the enemy’s 
temptations using Scripture can show us how to do the same.


6. Look up these verses and discuss how God’s word IN you can sharpen you for 
profitable ministry.


a) Nehemiah 1-2 - It can guide us to pray in agreement with the will of God.

b) Matt 10:19-20; 2 Tim 1:7 - It can help us witness and say what the Holy 

Spirit empowers us to say.

c) Rom 12:2 - It can help us discern God’s best for our lives.  It keeps us 

from settling on good when we could have the best: God’s good, 
pleasing, and perfect will.


d) Romans 12:17-21 - God’s word IN us can help us deal with difficult 
people with grace, peace, and goodness.


e) 2 Cor 4:8-18 - God’s word can help us persevere through seasons of pain 
and persecution, giving us true perspective to inspire endurance.




7. How might the Holy Spirit use the disciple who consistently memorizes God’s word 
compared to the one who doesn’t?  God can use anyone He chooses; however, the 
disciple who consistently memorizes Scripture has more available to offer the Lord 
than the one who does not.  Like the analogy of the saw or axe (Ecclesiastes 
10:10), if you have two to choose from, wouldn’t you rather choose the sharpest 
tool so that you could do more work, more efficiently?  It comes down to effort.  
Anyone can memorize.  How much effort are you willing to invest?  Imagine each 
verse you memorize is worth a $1 in currency.  If you memorized 1 verse a week for 
a year, you will have ‘earned’ $50 of currency.  If you continued reviewing and 
learning new verses at that rate, in ten years, you could make $500.  But God’s 
interest compounds, too!  Think of the value of 50 or even 500 verses at your 
disposal.  Wouldn’t verses that offer eternal comfort or joy or help lead others to 
faith in Christ be more than $50 or even $500!  Think what peace, joy, grace, power, 
answered prayer, etc. you could reap from a minimal but consistent effort!  We all 
as believers will give account of our lives at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor 
5:9-10).  Wouldn’t it be awesome to have works rich towards God because we 
invested wisely in eternal pursuits!


8. What is your biggest challenge to memorizing Scripture?  Answers will vary.  
(Pastor Andy - laziness in review)  Discuss some practical ways to overcome it.  
Personal accountability from a friend.  Start small with a manageable goal.  For 
example, maybe 1 new verse a week.  Set a manageable review goal daily or 
weekly.  Memorize the same verses with others.  Memorize “topical” verses that 
speak to a particular need you may have.  You might be more motivated to 
memorize these!  Create a reward or incentive system to reward your diligence.  
After so many verses memorized or days reviewed consistently, you get to buy 
____, or go ____, or something you want to do!  How can you incorporate a 
learning/memory method or tool (such as an App) to complement your natural 
learning style?  Incorporating as many senses as possible can help cement the 
verse into your heart.  Seeing and writing it (visual), saying it or hearing it (auditory), 
writing it (kinesthetic).  Certain Apps will let you type a verse back, but others 



restrict which translations you can use.  Try several and see which one works best 
for you.  Additionally, let the church office know which works good that we might 
share your recommendation with others.


9. What would it take for the Word of God to truly become a delight to you (Ps 
119:16)?  Answers will vary.  This is a tough question.  For many of us, maybe 
God’s word isn’t a delight.  However, Scripture’s own testimony of itself is that it is 
perfect, sure, right, pure, clean, and true (Psalm 19:7-10).  They are more desirable 
than gold and sweeter than honey.  (Pastor Andy - for me, I feel when I linger and 
study in the Word of God, when I don’t rush, I am better able to value and 
appreciate what the Holy Spirit teaches me.  Then, because it’s a ‘gold nugget’ I’ve 
mined and found, it becomes more precious and desirable.)  How might that impact 
the task of memorizing Scripture?  When Scripture becomes a joy, Scripture 
memory ceases to be a job.  The practical application is that we may need to 
spend more time in the Word to see the gold, silver, and precious rubies of wisdom 
found in it to treasure them.  (Psalm 119:11) 


