
WORD: IN IT TO LIVE IT - SESSION 6 

CPR Questions 

1. Imagine yourself up on the roof hanging lights or cleaning the gutters.  Imagine your 
horror to see your four-year old child climbing onto the roof from your ladder.  What 
would you do?  What would you say?  If that were your child, would he obey your 
voice commands to keep him safe, or would he run the other way?  Answers will 
vary.  This opening question is obviously designed to get people talking and into the 
topic at hand: the importance of obeying God’s instructions.


2. When you call your child to come, what do you expect?  We EXPECT our kids to 
come when we call them.  Obedience is not optional.  How can you get him/her to 
obey?  Training young children is key.  When our children were toddlers, we verbally 
instructed and showed them what we wanted obedience to look like.  We 
demonstrated and modeled for them what it meant to come to the sound of their 
name.  We instructed them they had to come right away (immediately), all the way 
to us (completely), with a happy heart (no overt whining, complaining, or 
challenging; in the beginning we were looking for right actions - little feet moving 
towards us; we were more patient in cultivating the right heart attitude.).  Look up 
and read 1 Samuel 3 as a biblical example of what it means for children to respond 
immediately.  Toddlers and young elementary need a concrete example of coming 
quickly.  We played a game one time called ‘Three-Candy speed’ in the beginning 
as a teaching device.  We told them that what we were looking for in their coming to 
the sound of their name was for them to come at “three-candy speed.”  We then 
called them and if they came quickly and completely to the parent who called, we 
gave them three pieces of their favorite candy (Skittles, Twizzlers, etc.).  If they didn’t 
come quickly, we made them turn around and do it again until they came quickly!  It 
made for a fun family night.  After that training time, we told them that whenever we 
would call them in the future, we would expect them to come at a ‘three-candy’ 
speed.  If they did not respond with ‘three-candy speed,’ they would receive 
(unpleasant) correction.  Obviously as the children grew into older elementary and 
pre-teen kids, they learned (sometimes with parental questions) what a speedy, safe 



response would look like for their older age.  The older our children get, the more 
we must train them to think for themselves and let God’s word, not our word, be the 
ultimate authority to guide them.  


3. What kind of response does God expect from his followers?  Read Luke 6:46-49.  
An obedient one.  If you knew it, you would do it.  What blessings obey those who 
hear and act on God’s word?  Stability and endurance through the storms of life.  
What problems befall those who hear but don’t act?  Their life seems to collapse 
under the weight of life’s storms and trials.  And when they crash, the ruin is great!  
What kind of response are you characterized by?  This could be a rhetorical 
question.  If you intend it as so, tell folks.  If you are looking for a response, lead by 
answering first.  Share vulnerably.  Honest sharing begets more honest sharing from 
those in your circle.


4. Contrast Jonah’s response (Jonah 1-2) to Samuel’s response to God’s word (1 
Samuel 3:1-19).  Jonah went the opposite way to flee from God’s command.  He 
(and others) paid a price for his delayed disobedience.  In contrast, the young child 
Samuel got up and came to Eli, supposing him to be the one calling his name.  God 
honored Samuel and let none of his words fall to the ground.  All Israel esteemed 
him as a prophet of the Lord.  What can we learn about the kind of response that 
pleases God?  God is pleased when we run to Him (1 Samuel 3:5).  He is frustrated 
when we delay or run the other way.


5. Contrast King Saul’s response (1 Sam 15:22-23) with Caleb’s response (Joshua 
14:8-9) to God’s word.  King Saul obeyed incompletely.  He obeyed partially what 
God told him to do; he did not destroy the Amalekites completely.  He kept back 
some of the best of their flocks and kept King Agag alive.  His incomplete 
obedience cost him his kingship.  In contrast, Caleb is said to have followed the 
Lord his God fully.  What can we learn about the kind of response that pleases 
God?  God wants us to obey His word completely, not partially.  We are to obey ALL 
He tells us to do.




6. Contrast Moses’ response (Exodus 3-4) to Mary’s response (Luke 1:35ff) to God’s 
word.  Moses questioned (Ex 3:11), argued (Ex 4:1), complained (Ex 4:10), and 
finally challenged the LORD’s choice of him (Ex 4:13).  In contrast Mary simply 
surrendered herself to the Lord’s will: “I am the bond-slave of the Lord; may it be 
done to me according to your word.”  What can we learn about the kind of 
response that pleases God?  The Lord is pleased when we acknowledge and trust 
His right to rule over us, expressed in simple and willful obedience.  We can always 
trust Him to lead and guide us.  


7. How can you train your kids to first-time obedience?  (see #2 above.)  How can you 
train yourself to it?  It begins with understanding what the character of obedience is 
and then training yourself to come to Him right away, all the way, and with a ‘happy 
heart.’  We can trust Him even for the hard stuff (getting a diagnosis of cancer, loved 
ones’ passing away, approaching a stranger to share the gospel, losing a job or a 
relationship over a moral conviction, etc.)


8. How is obedience connected to our love relationship to Jesus?  (See John 14:15, 
21, 23)  Jesus tied it together directly.  If we love Him, we will obey Him.  The more 
we know Him, the more we will come to love and trust Him.  The more we love and 
trust Him, the more we will be eager to obey and please Him.  The more we obey 
Him, the more He reveals Himself to us and the greater intimacy we enjoy with Him.  
What does your present level of obedience reveal about your love relationship with 
the Lord?  Answers will vary.  Again, this could be rhetorical or not.  If not, lead the 
way by voicing your answer first.


9. How can we fan the fires of love for God?  See Revelation 2:4-5  If you find your 
heart colder than what you would like to admit, remember the first days with Jesus.  
How amazing it was that He had forgiven you!  How grateful you were for it!  How 
eagerly you told others about Him!  Then, repent.  Change your attitude about 
becoming lukewarm.  Return to do the things you did at first for and with Him.  




10. What levels of Bible engagement came easiest to you?  Answers will vary.  Hearing 
may come easier than the others.  Which seem harder?  Answers will vary.  Perhaps 
studying and memorizing?  Why?  These require greater intentionality, focus, and 
discipline.  Discuss what fresh commitments you want to make to better 

engage God’s word throughout the rest of 2020.  Be very intentional about this 
last challenge.  This sums up all we have been doing for the last 6 weeks!  What 
good is it to walk through these past few weeks only to shelve the material?  We are 
in God’s Word to LIVE God’s Word.  Lead by sharing what fresh commitments you 
intend to make to better engage God’s word.  Share about the new reading plan as 
a way to consistently engage God’s word on a daily basis.  The journal the church 
has produced is a place to ‘hold the word fast’ (Luke 8:15).  The journal also 
includes places to record your sermon notes, CPR notes, and practice writing your 
memory verses.  There’s even a place to record Bible verses you want to memorize 
in the future.  Pray for one another to do so and to help hold each other 
accountable.


