
CPR HOMEWORK QUESTIONS 

WORD: IN IT TO LIVE IT - SESSION 3, STUDYING 

1. Who would you list as a contemporary person of character, conviction, or courage?  
Defend your answer.  What’s the difference between a belief and a conviction?  
How do you form a convictions? Billy Graham (even though recently deceased).  He 
was a godly man who enacted protocols to safeguard his ministry from attack.  
Specifically, he was never to be alone with a woman - especially on the road with 
his itinerant evangelistic ministry.  He lived with character and conviction.  This gave 
authority to his ministry.  He boldly called people to respond to Christ by turning 
from sin and coming to Him.  A belief oftentimes is untested.  I can believe facts but 
may otherwise be moved to change my mind about those facts.  I may or may not 
be willing to act upon a belief.  A conviction is a guiding principle.  It’s often a belief 
that has been tested and proven under fire.  It is something for which I may be 
willing to fight or even die for.  It’s something for which I have become convinced of.  
Convictions are firmly held beliefs.  Our convictions are formed often through 
testing and trial (not always physical trials or testing; we can also be tested 
spiritually or emotionally.)  The study of God’s word - since it is divinely inspired - 
can lead us to form godly convictions that stand the test of time as to how we are to 
live.


2. How many of you have a Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter account?  Answers will 
vary.  How often do you check it?  Answers will vary.  We live in a culture of tweets 
and (sound) bytes.  What is the danger of letting these bits of technology inform our 
ideologies?  When we don’t have all the facts, it’s easy to believe a ‘spin’ from one 
side of the media or the other.  Wisdom would call us to listen to the whole story or 
context to truly understand a person’s viewpoint on a specific subject.


3. What’s your favorite detective or CSI show?  The Flash (Barry Allen, CSI) What are 
the steps that lead to the successful solving of a crime case?  Gather all the facts 
possible at the crime scene.  Talk to witnesses.  Then, begin to process the facts.  
How do they interact?  What does the evidence point toward?  Only after gathering 



the facts and seeking to understand them can we make an educated guess as to 
what actually happened.  The strength of clues, observations, facts, witnesses can 
help strengthen the understanding of the case.  How can these be compared with 
studying the Bible?  In the same way, we need to observe the facts of the text 
before we make our interpretation of the text.  Additionally, just as a case in the 
justice system is not academic, so also Bible study is not meant to be academic; it 
is meant for spiritual transformation.  James 1:22 - be doers of the Word, not 
hearers only.  What intimidates you about studying the Bible?  Answers will vary.  
Feel free to share some of your own personal challenges to Bible study.


4. The Case of the Haters - Monitor your time well!  Try to keep each of the three 

steps of bible study to 15 minutes. 
Jesus said in Luke 14:26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a 
person cannot be my disciple.” 

But did He actually mean hate?  Follow the steps of good Bible study to arrive at His 
intended meaning and give some possible applications of the text.


OBSERVATION - What does the text say?  The text DOES say the word ‘hate.’  If a 
would-be follower of Jesus is not willing to hate his closest of kin and even his own life, 
Jesus says, he cannot be a disciple.

	 Specific context - Read Luke 14:25-33 - Read through these verses and lead the 
group to identify what the BIG idea is: The overall context seems to suggest that there 
IS a cost to following Jesus as His disciple: a cost of our closest relationships; our 
comfort; and our pursuits and pleasures.  More than a specific charge to hate one’s 
family, Jesus is calling would-be followers to count that cost before they enlist - 
because there is one!

25 - large crowds were going along with Him; it was this situation that called forth this 
controversial statement;

26 - if you cannot hate your closest relationships, you cannot be His disciple.

27 - if you do not carry your own cross, you cannot be His disciple;




28-32 - 2 examples of those who counted the cost before choosing to act

	 1. building a tower requires seeing that you have enough funds to complete the 
job BEFORE you start; otherwise you will not be able to finish and be ridiculed.

	 2.  a king going to battle has to see if he has enough troops and resources to 
justify going to war; otherwise, he sends a delegation to negotiate peace.  

33 - if you do not give up all you possessions, you cannot be His disciple.  

	 General context - Scan Luke 14 and Luke 15 - Have group members scan the 
chapters.  Help them see the big picture.  Don’t spend too much time here so you can 
get to looking up the verses in the next step.  Luke 14 has Jesus ministering but his 
decisions were deemed unpopular by the religious leaders.  He healed a man on the 
Sabbath.  Unpopular.  He spoke a parable about taking a ‘back seat’ to honor others.  
Unpopular.  He taught about inviting the ‘least of these’ to a banquet, not those who 
could repay you.  Unpopular.  Then, the call to discipleship - count the cost because it 
won’t be easy.  Luke 15 and its famous parables of the lost sheep, coin, and son were 
all prompted by the Pharisees and scribes who were indignant at Jesus association 
with ‘sinners’ and ‘tax collectors.’  Unpopular.  This specific text - Luke 14:26 - is 
framed within a general context of doing hard things as a part of following God.  


INTERPRETATION - What does the text mean?

	 Scripture interprets Scripture; look up these verses: (Divide the verses among 
the group so everyone is involved and making the best use of time.)

1 Peter 3:7 - Husbands are to live with their wives in an understanding way; failure to 
do hinders a husband’s prayer life.

Eph 5:22-33 - Husbands are to love their wives sacrificially as Christ gave Himself for 
the church.  Wives are to submit themselves to their husbands as to the Lord.  God 
wants people to love their spouses and serve them.

Mark 7:9-12 - Jesus quoted the 10 Commandments to honor one’s parents.

Luke 8:19-21 - Jesus acknowledged that those who do God’s will are his closest of kin.

Matthew 5:17 - Jesus came not to abolish the Law - which includes honoring one’s 
parents and loving our neighbor - but to fulfill it; He would not break the 10 
commandments.




Exodus 20:12 - God told Moses children were to honor their parents

Mark 3:31-35 - Jesus identifies his family - those who consume the most of His time, 
energy, and resources as those who obey the will of God; not necessarily blood 
relationships.

Luke 2:51 - Jesus continued in subjection to his parents.

John 2:4-5 - Jesus obeyed the implied command from his mother to help at the 
wedding.

John 19:25-27 - Jesus took care of his mother - even from the cross.

Matt 5:29 - This was a stern command: tear out your eye and throw it from you!  Did he 
mean this literally?  No, or most, if not all men, would be blind!  It was Jesus’ use of 
exaggeration for effect.  We must take sin seriously and deal with it seriously.

Matthew 19:24 - Wealth and possessions can be a stumbling block to enter heaven.


Based on your observation, summarize briefly what you believe the true interpretation 
of this text to be:  Contextually from the gospels, Jesus was not telling would-be 
followers to hate their parents or family.  He honored His own parents.  He honored his 
mother’s request at the wedding at Cana.  He provided for her care beyond the cross.  
He upheld the Law and fulfilled it.  Hate in His mind was equivalent to murder.  Jesus 
also used hyperbole elsewhere in his teaching, where He did not always mean literally 
what He said.  Therefore, from these and the broader context of Scripture, our love for 
Him must make every other relationship - ever our most precious ones - pale, as if it 
were hate.  He must be first and have first place in our lives.  (see Colossians 1:18c)


APPLICATION -Use these questions to prompt your application

1. Identify what are the top 3 things that compete for allegiance to the Lord in your 

life.  Answers will vary.  (Pastor Andy’s - my leisure time (aka TV or movies); my 
family; my goals in ministry at work)  Be willing to share yours.


2. Discuss some practical ways you can demonstrate Jesus to be the #1 priority over 
these things which compete.  Answers will vary.  Lead by example and share yours.  
(Pastor Andy’s - Keep my TV time limited to 7 hours/week.  Serve Heidi with my 



time first before my TV.  Give Jesus my best, freshest time at the office in prayer to 
listen to His goals and follow His direction, more than my own.)


3. How will following Jesus affect your time, comfort, money, affections, hobbies?  
How should it?  Answers will vary.  (Pastor Andy’s - Jesus needs to be #1.  All other 
relationships, pursuits, and possessions are subject to Him and His leadership.  At 
any time, He can call on me to use these things as He directs.  I must be willing to 
sell and give away things to follow Jesus and His mission.  This will also help me 
live more simply and follow Him with greater focus and less distractions.)


4. Write some specific, measurable action steps.  Pray for one another to follow 
through with these.  Answers will vary.  Pastor Andy’s (see above #2 for my 
answers.)


