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How do babies change things?
Why does the virgin birth matter?

How do the verses and passages below address the doctrine of the virgin birth? Explain 
each as much as you can.
Genesis 3:15
“offspring” or “seed” of the woman speaks of Mary and Jesus from the get-go.You can 
follow this seed throughout the Scriptures!

Isaiah 7:14 (CPR Leader: I probably gave you more than enough here. Just understand 
that it has a near and faraway fulfillment like other prophecies in the OT.)
The virgin birth is expressly predicted in Isaiah 7:14. This would be one of many signs 
that the Jews missed.This is one of the most famous prophecies regarding the birth of 
Jesus the Messiah in the Bible. It also illustrates a principle of prophecy, that prophecy 
may have both a near fulfillment and a far fulfillment.

i. Spurgeon said of this passage, that it is said to be "One of the most difficult in all the 
Word of God. It may be so; I certainly did not think it was until I saw what the 
commentators had to say about it, and I rose up from reading them perfectly confused."

ii. "It is characteristic of predictive prophecy that it often mingles different times together 
in one composite picture" (Martin)

c. The near fulfillment of this prophecy centered around Ahaz, Jerusalem, and the attack 
from Israel and Syria. For Ahaz, the sign centered around a time span (For before the 
Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be 
forsaken by both her kings). Simply put, God would give Ahaz a sign that within a few 
years, both Israel and Syria would be crushed. This was a sign of deliverance to Ahaz.

i. Many commentators think that this was immediately fulfilled when a young woman in 
the royal household shortly married, conceived a son, and unknowingly naming him 
"Immanuel." Before this boy came to eat solid food, Israel and Syria were be defeated. 
It is also possible that God is just referring in a figurative way to a year or two period of 
time.

ii. "The name 'Immanuel' was a rebuke to Ahaz. If 'God is with us,' then why should he 
have feared the enemy?" (Wolf)

iii. "The 'sign' of the child, therefore, constitutes an indication that the all-sovereign and 
all-knowing God has the situation completely in hand, and it rebukes the king's lack of 
faith in him." (Grogan)

d. The far orultimate fulfillment of this prophecy goes far beyond Ahaz, to announce the 
miraculous virgin birth of Jesus Christ.



i. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because the Holy Spirit says so through 
Matthew: "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His 
name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us." (Matthew 1:23)

ii. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because the prophecy is addressed not only 
to Ahaz, but also to David's entire house (O house of David!).

iii. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because it says the virgin shall conceive, and 
that conception would be a sign to David's entire house. Those who deny the virgin birth 
of Jesus like to point out that the Hebrew word translated virgin (almah) can also be 
translated as "young woman." The idea is that Isaiah was simply saying that a "young 
woman" would give birth, not a virgin. While the near fulfillment may have reference to a 
young woman giving birth, the far or ultimate fulfillment clearly points to a woman 
miraculously conceiving and giving birth. This is especially clear because the Old 
Testament never uses the word in a context other than virgin and because the 
Septuagint translates it categorically virgin (parthenos).

iv. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because it says He will be known as 
Immanuel, meaning "God with Us." This was true of Jesus in fact, not only as a title. 
Immanuel speaks both of the deity of Jesus (God with us) and His identification and 
nearness to man (God with us).

e. Jesus is truly Immanuel, God with us. "Christ, indeed, was not called by this name 
Immanuel that we anywhere read of … but the import of this name is most truly affirmed 
and acknowledged to be fully made good in him." (Trapp)

i. "He is, therefore, called God with us, or united to us; which cannot apply to a man who 
is not God … it denotes not only the power of God, such as he usually displays by his 
servant, but a union of person, by which Christ became God-man." (Calvin)

ii. "In what sense then, is Christ GOD WITH US? Jesus is called Immanuel, or God with 
us, in his incarnation; God with us, by the influences of his Holy Spirit, in the holy 
sacrament, in the preaching of his word, in private prayer. And God with us, through 
every action of our life, that we begin, continue, and end in his name. He is God with us, 
to comfort, enlighten, protect, and defend us, in every time of temptation and trial, in the 
hour of death, in the day of judgment; and God with us and in us, and we with and in 
him, to all eternity." (Clarke)

Matthew 1:18-25
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit.
Luke 1:26-35



[27] to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin's name was Mary. [28] And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!” (Luke 1:26–28)
No man or angel was involved in the conception of Jesus.—Did I say that already?(tic)
[35] And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God. (Luke 1:35)
Phil.2:7
Jesus was fully God and became fully man. He wasn’t part-time, 50/50 anything. But he 
did relieve himself voluntarily of some of his glory (“emptied”), or we could not have 
been in his presence.
Paul goes on to explain why the virgin birth was necessary. Read Romans 5:15–21to 
explain.
***In short—-one sinned (Adam)=all sinners (US); one died on the cross (Jesus)=all 
saved by faith in Christ (those who receive his grace v.17)
Why did Jesus have to be truly sinless?
He needed to be the perfect sacrifice to take away the sins of mankind. If he would have 
died in sin, then he would have just been another dead man.

See how Ephesians 2:1-3 and 1 Peter 1:18–19 intersect to answer the “why.”

[1] And you were dead in the trespasses and sins [2] in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— (Ephesians 2:1–2)
Clearly expresses what we once were. We were sons of disobedience. This was our 
original status: sinners. We were dead in our sin without human hope. But God…

Our Savior had to be genuinely human and truly sinless in order to be our perfect 
substitute. and pay our penalty of guilt before God the Father by His death. The 
penalty of our sin had to be paid. Jesus did it. —-
Peter goes on to explain—->

[18] knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, [19] but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. (1 Peter 1:18–19)
Money, silver or gold, could not do what only the blood of Christ could accomplish!
Redemption means “buy back.” Jesus is our Redeemer.

Compare Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1. What do they say about Jesus?
God has always been from the beginning and Jesus has always been because he is 
God.

The virgin birth is an essential part of salvation and of Scripture. T or F. Why?
First and foremost it fulfills Scripture from Gen.3:15 to Isaiah 7:14. Believing in the virgin 
birth is like believing “In the beginning God.”



How did Jesus’ birth change things forever?
God came and dwelled among men to do what was necessary to buy back men, take 
the planet back, and set up His Kingdom.

How are you personally changed because of the incarnation of God?

What kind of mark will you leave on the world that will span into eternity?

What is the greatest gift you have ever been given? Why would you say that?


