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1. Tell of a time you had to have an awkward conversation. 
2. How often do people actually ask you about your faith? —So 

if they aren’t asking a lot, how do we get around to it?  (Your 
answers)

Paul was determined to share Jesus with the Jews even though 
everyone told him not to go. Even God had moved him on to the 
Gentiles.  Paul’s testimony is shared in five to six chapters of the 
Bible. We’re going to look at a few.  

3. Read: Phil.3:4-9.  How does your audience (even if it is just 
one person) shape the way you give your testimony (parts 
you leave in or take out)? You probably would tailor it based 
on the needs, culture and heritage, experiences, education, 
common interests, etc. you have with this person.  You want 
to speak to what is important to those people or they may 
not even listen to you. You have to relate to them in style, 
language, culture, etc.

4. List the different parts of Paul’s testimony from the passage 
above.  He shares personal experience (identifies with them) 
so that they will listen to his whole testimony. He relates to 
them. He knew they felt justified (right with God) because he 
was Jewish (born right!). Additionally, he was a “good” 
person like them (rule-follower). The problem with being a 
rule-follower is that we all mess up somewhere. — But Paul 
instead trusted Christ instead of the Law to save him. 
Furthermore, he counted his old ways of trusting his own 
goodness in the Law as rubbish. He now just wants to know 
Christ even more. Righteousness by faith trumps 
righteousness by the Law which is unattainable. He takes 
them from the Bad News to the Good News.

5. What is the significance of each part?  Repentance can be 
seen as he turns from Law to Faith is one. You can find 
others.  Which part meant the most to you? Why?  *Paul 
knew that his audience believed that they were right with 
God just because of their last name. They were the chosen 
ones of God. Their lineage and connection to Abraham and 
the covenant set them apart. —- In fact, Paul himself might 
legitimately have more confidence than anyone as he stated 
he was a “Hebrew of Hebrews.” HE KNEW WHERE THEY 
WERE COMING FROM! —-Paul defuses the “born-
right” (Jewish) argument, that Jesus dispelled with 
Nicodemus in John 3. (opt. Jesus vs Nicodemus) You must 
be born again! Pharisees of all people lived up to the Law as 
good as anyone. Yet Jesus told him, “you’re messed up. 
You’re not right.” Specifically, “You’re not right with God!” 
THERE IS NO RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE LAW. The Law 
only proves that we are incapable of being right with God. 
We need help. God wants us to look for his HELP! Jesus is 
that help. He is the one that saves us from the judgment of 
sin as we believe in him.—- In Philippian’s testimony Paul 
gives witness that he knows the Law, but he’ll trade all that 
in to really know Christ.  What could you add in your own 
testimony from that?

6. Read 1 Tim.1:12-17  List the different parts of Paul’s 
testimony from the passage above. Paul starts out thanking 
Jesus for saving him and strengthening him. He once was a 
terrible person, not worthy of a rescue. Yet God showed him 
mercy and grace. He didn’t receive what he should have 
gotten for persecuting believers, instead he was abundantly 
blessed in the turnaround. Jesus came to save LOST people 
and Paul was among the worst in his own opinion.  What is 
the significance of each part?  Your answers.  Which part 
meant the most to you? Why?  You have to get people 



LOST before they realize they need a Savior.  What could 
you add in your own testimony from that?

7. Did Paul really mean that he was the worst sinner of all? 
What is he talking about?  He may have thought persecuting 
Christians was the worst thing you could do, and he might 
be right!  How does our old lifestyle help in the convincing of 
the LOST to come to faith in Christ?  A changed life is a 
huge witness. That still won’t turn everyone around, but it 
will impact some.  From the sermon: How did Nicodemus 
and Zaccheus relate to the two passages above? Who did 
those two characters interact with? Nicodemus countered 
the Jews who thought they were right with God just because 
they were Jews that lived obediently to the Law.  Zaccheus 
illustrated the worst guy they knew being received by Jesus 
as he repented of his sins.

8. What is apologetics all about?  Giving answer for your faith. 
Do you know of any good resources for today?  Two of the 
best apologists of our day (IMHO) Ravi Zacharias 
(rzim.org)and Josh McDowell (Evidence that Demands a 
Verdict). Also Lee Strobel and his Case for Christ books.

9. Read 1 Pet.3:15  What does it mean to “always be ready to 
give answer for the hope that is in you.”?  We should live our 
life in such a way that people want what we’ve got in Jesus. 
And when they ask be ready to share Jesus. And even tell 
them before they ask, because your life has earned the right 
to speak the truth of the Gospel into them.  And how does 
Peter suggest we should go about that?  Be gentle and 
respectful. Don’t hit them over the head with the Bible.

10. Did Paul do this with the Jews at Jerusalem? How so?  He 
was respectful of them. In fact, he went when no one else 
would. He showed great love.

11. What does 2 Tim.2:14 have to do with Gospel-centeredness 
of the local church?  The church is constantly tempted to get 
its focus off of the message that really matters, and is 
tempted to become an entertainment center, a social service 
agency, a mutual admiration society, or any number of other 
things. But this temptation must be resisted, and the church 
should constantly remember these things.  We can get 
distracted by endless discussion or strife over things that 
don’t have central importance. “Words, not things, have 
been a most fruitful source of contention in the Christian 
world; and among religious people, the principle cause of 
animosity has arisen from the different manner of 
apprehending the same term, while, in essence, both meant 
the same thing.” (Clarke)  This shows that it is a serious 
matter and there is much to lose. If we take the focus off the 
message of God, and put the focus on human opinions and 
endless debates, it will result in the ruin of the hearers.  The 
Bible says, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God (Romans 10:17). Yet if people do not hear the word 
of God, then ruin comes by hearing the opinions and 
speculations and entertainment of man.  How can we 
become better apologists?  Take the time to learn. D-Groups 
and CPR Groups are of great help.  Do you know what you 
believe and why you believe? Ask for help if you need it.  We 
all come as little children to salvation but God doesn’t expect 
us to stay a child in the faith.

12. What are you doing to grow up?  If someone here is in a D-
Group, give a testimony real quick of how you’ve been 
transformed in a short time.

Life application:
______ telling your salvation story.
______ for the one who died for you and rose again.
______ how the Gospel came together through Scripture.  

http://rzim.org


^^^ All of the above take time. Time is one of the things God has 
given to us that we can give back. Use it to bring glory to Him.

Why would you not want to share the Greatest News Ever with 
someone?  Did Paul waste his time on the Jews at Jerusalem? 
Why or why not?  (Sharing the gospel at least once with 
someone is never a waste.  God will never allow His word to go 
without accomplishing its intended purpose (Isaiah 55:10-11).  
Though the crowd as a whole did not seem receptive, God’s 
word works on an individual basis with people. There may have 
yet been one person in the crowd who was impacted by his 
personal testimony.)


