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What has been your favorite city that we’ve talked about in Acts? Why? What happened there?
Besides Paul, who was your favorite character in the study? Why? Explain the significance of his or 
her role in the Great Commission.

Read Acts 24:1-8
What were the accusations against Paul?
1. Stirring up riots
2. Being ringleader of sect of the Nazarenes called The Way
3. Profaning the temple

Was he guilty of any of these? Explain.
Paul confessed to being part of the Way. He explained that the other two were false accusations.

Describe the sect of the Nazarenes or the Way. What was this group all about? Who did it consist of? 
The Way is another name for the disciples of Jesus. They followed the way of their rabbi. It was a 
great name. There’s nothing stagnant about the early church. It referred practically to Christians who 
at this stage of the church development, had converted to Christianity out of Judaism. They 
understood that Jesus was Messiah prophesied of long ago. The Way is mentioned 4 times in Acts -  
Acts 19:9,23 Acts 24:14 Acts 24:22. It was common knowledge that these believers lived holy and 
blameless lives that honored Christ.The Way spoke to the way they lived. Their lifestyle was different 
from the rest of the world.

Read verses 10-21
Describe Paul’s defense.
What technicality would cause a mistrial?
Verses 18-19 His accusers weren’t even there!
What was the real reason he was under arrest? Was this illegal? Explain.
His belief and teaching of the resurrection.

This is the only time in Acts Paul's goal of bringing an offering to Jerusalem from the Gentile churches 
is mentioned. Why didn’t Luke mention it more often?
Paul frequently wrote about it. Why was it a big deal to him?(Rom. 15:25-28; 1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 
8:13-14; 9:12-13; Gal. 2:10).]

Why did Paul readily confess to one of the charges against him?
He was proud to be part of the Way. He believed in Jesus (death, burial and resurrection). He was 
convinced that his belief in the resurrection was the whole reason for this circus.

How can we better challenge one another to walk in the way of Christ?

What do the following verses have to say about the way? Proverbs 14:12; Acts 16:17; 18:25; Jn.14:6

What did Jesus mean in Matthew 7:13-14?

Why do so many men go the way of the wide gate?



The only reason it is difficult to know who Jesus is… is because men want their stubborn will and 
that is at the wide gate, the easy way, the way of the flesh.

What do the seven “I am” statements from the Gospel of John tell us about Jesus?

“I am the bread of life” (John 6:35, 41, 48, 51).— After feeding 5,000 in the wilderness he proclaims 
to the people that he is the bread of life. He contrasts what He can do with what Moses had done for 
their ancestors: “Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. But here is the bread 
that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die.” This is a declaration that he is the 
way!
“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12; 9:5). —- comes right before He heals a man born blind. 
Jesus not only says He is the light; He proves it. Jesus’ words and actions mimic Genesis 1:3, “And 
God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.”He is light to our path…he is the way. 
“I am the door” (John 10:7 and 9, ESV).—-no one can enter the kingdom of heaven by any other 
way than Christ Himself. Jesus’ words in this passage are placed in the imagery of a sheepfold. He is 
the one and only way to enter the fold. “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold 
by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber” (verse 1, ESV).
“I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11, 14). —-He is the One who willingly protects His flock even 
to the point of death (verses 11 and 15). When Jesus called Himself the good shepherd, He 
unmistakably took for Himself one of God’s titles in the Old Testament: “The Lord is my 
shepherd” (Psalm 23:1). the one who leads the way.
“I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). —-we see that Jesus’ teaching was not just empty 
talk; when He made a claim, He substantiated it with action. He holds “the keys of death and the 
grave” (Revelation 1:18, NLT). In raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus showed how He can fulfill 
Yahweh’s promise to ancient Israel: “[God’s] dead shall live; their bodies shall rise” (Isaiah 26:19, 
ESV). Apart from Jesus, there is neither resurrection nor eternal life. He is the way out of eternal 
death.
“I am the way and the truth and the life” (John 14:6).—-He is the only way. In a world seeking 
multiple ways to God, Jesus makes it crystal clear. He’s also the truth and life. He’s everything the 
world truly desires.
“I am the true vine” (John 15:1, 5). —-emphasizes the sustaining power of Christ. We are the 
branches, and He is the vine. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit unless it is joined in vital union with 
the vine, only those who are joined to Christ and receive their power from Him produce fruit in the 
Christian life. Jesus is the way!

How is a real clear conscience possible?
Only through the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ.
At salvation one's conscience is cleansed by the blood of Christ, and this deals effectively with past 
sin (Heb. 9:14). This is why we can once and for all confess our sins to God and feel half-way decent. 
This clean conscience becomes the most valuable possession of a Christian (Heb 13:18). Before we 
believe, we have a defiled conscience, which no amount of human activity can make clean (Titus 
1:15).
Why is a clear conscience a valuable commodity in all of our relationships? How can we maintain a 
clear conscience?

Where is our hope? How does this relate to the church?



Jesus Christ is our only hope and that is due to the resurrection. He defeated death. The church is 
the body of Christ. It is the entity of hope. That is why it is important for us to live for Christ and 
welcome anyone who walks through those doors looking for hope.
What is the motivator to faith that no one wants to talk about? The coming judgment is the motivator 
to repent now of our sins and turn to Christ.

Why is the Gospel Good News? Because there is Bad News.(R.3:23;R.6:23; Jn.3:18) Judgment is 
coming to those who do not receive this Gospel. 

Why does repenting of one’s sin and submitting to the Lordship of Jesus (saying you’re a sinner and 
Jesus is boss) offend people?— Because people want to be in control. We want to be the boss. 
Nobody is going to be the boss of me. The religious leaders that Paul was having the showdown with 
did not want to submit to the Lordship of Jesus Christ of Nazareth no matter how many miracles he 
had done.

How did Paul reason with Felix and Drusilla?
He reasoned about righteousness, self-control and the coming judgment. All three would bother 
anyone not covered under the blood of Christ in faith. It alarmed Felix to the point, he sent Paul away, 
and said, “Maybe later I’ll hear more.” 

How do people deal with conviction today when they hear the Gospel?
Deny, ignore, procrastinate, reject.

Have you ever ignored God?
What does it mean that your sins are either on you or they are on Christ? Which is it for you?

If your sins are on Christ, if you have put your trust in Him, then He paid the penalty for your sins 
years ago. — You will not face the Great White Throne Judgment. That is for unbelievers. —- But if 
your sins today are still on you, then there is yet a judgment to come. People don’t like to hear about 
judgment to come, but what friend doesn't warn friends?—-The Great Exchange was made possible 
on the cross.
[21] For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

What is the difference between ignoring the gospel and flat out rejecting it?


