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LTC - October 6, 2019 “Eighteen Months”

1. What’s the longest you’ve ever lived in one place?  Where was it?  What were the blessings and/
or drawbacks?


2. Share someone God brought into your life who encouraged your faith.  How are you different 
today because of them?  How could you show appreciation and thanks for their investment in 
you?


3. Read verses 1-4.  Where did Paul go next after Athens?  to Corinth, which was in the Roman 
province of Achaia.  The time frame was around 50 AD based on Luke’s historical references to 
Claudius, the emperor of Rome, and Gallio, proconsul of Achaia.  Who did he meet?  Aquila and 
Priscilla.  What did they have in common?  both were Jews; both were living in different parts of 
the world due to their faith; both shared a similar trade, tent-making.  How did they connect?  
Aquila and Priscilla hosted Paul in their home. How was he ministering during these verses?  His 
ministry was primarily focused on the Jews, reasoning with them in the synagogue on the 
Sabbath; some Greek God-fearers must have been present as well.  


4. Although Paul was well-educated under the instruction of Gamaliel, he also had a trade.  What 
did this trade allow him to do?  Paul was not dependent upon any one church to support him; he 
took pride in the fact that he could offer the gospel without charge (1 Cor. 9:18), though he did 
acknowledge that those who proclaim the gospel may get their living from it (i.e., the church), as 
per the Lord’s instruction (1 Cor 9:14).  Therefore, Paul could go to any place and support himself 
while preaching the gospel on his off-time.  How could knowing a trade be a wise investment for 
the future? Having a trade or skill that is marketable can help support them when perhaps their 
education may not.  Whether by trade or education, having a marketable skill or trade can enable 
you to live in areas closed off to direct gospel access.  But as a productive and contributing 
member to society in the workforce, you can bring the gospel with you indirectly to influence 
those around you where missionaries may not be able to directly go.  


5. Read verses 5-11.  How did Paul’s ministry shift when Silas and Timothy arrived from Berea?  
Paul was able to completely devote himself to the word.  They must have brought some measure 
of financial assistance with them from one of the churches, or they worked to support Paul full-
time.  How was Paul’s message received?  What resulted? The Jews resisted him and 
blasphemed.  He turned his ministry focus to the Gentiles and experienced great fruit: a God-
fearer or worshiper named Titius or Titus Justus (not to be confused with Titus, a traveling 
companion of Paul  - Galatians 2 and 2 Cor 7); Crispus (commentators are not united on whether 
he and Sosthenes were the same person), Crispus’s household, and many Corinthians (Gentiles).  


6. What can we learn from Paul’s change in focus of ministry?  God is at work around us; where 
people are resistant, we can move along to more fertile ground for the gospel; Paul evidently 
found more openness among the Gentiles, and the Lord confirmed that there were many who 
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were (or would be) His in Corinth.  When people are resistant to the gospel, it’s more prudent to 
move on to find where God IS working.


7. What or who prompted Paul to plant himself in Corinth for 18 months?  The Lord Jesus, Himself, 
in a vision in the night. What encouragement was given to Paul?  Not to fear any longer; but to 
keep on speaking and not to be silent; the Lord was with him, and no man would attack him to 
harm him, for there were many in Corinth who were or would become disciples of Jesus.  What 
part can we claim, too?  The part we can claim is that the Lord is with us, too.  (Matt 28:20; 
Hebrews 13:5)  He gives us courage (2 Tim 1:7, Matt 10:19-20) and power (Acts 1:8) to keep 
sharing the gospel.  On what scriptural basis can we claim this?  See verses listed above. (see 
Matthew 28:19-20)  Sharing the gospel is the Lord’s work; He always supplies the power and 
resources to accomplish His work.  Always - even in the face of opposition.  


8. Read verses 12-17.  What happened to Paul in these verses?  Paul was opposed by the Jews 
and brought before the judgment seat of Gallio, the Roman proconsul for Achaia.  How did the 
promise of Jesus given to Paul stand true?  Before Paul could defend himself, Gallio shut down 
the proceedings, balking at the Jews’ request and dismissing it.  Paul was not even touched.  
What can we anticipate when trying to live godly and share Christ with others?  (Read 2 Tim 
3:10-12; Acts 14:21-22; 1 Thessalonians 3:1-8).  Persecution, opposition, suffering and tribulation  
What resources can we cling to?  (2 Tim 1:6-8; 2 Tim 3:15-17; Hebrews 4:14-16; James 1:5; 2 
Tim 4:9, 11, 19-21)  God’s Holy Spirit who indwells and empowers us; the Scriptures to prepare 
and equip us to share; prayer to receive God’s boldness and courage to share and wisdom to 
know how to proceed in tribulation; and encouragement from other committed believers.


9. Read verses 18-22.  To where did Paul return?  the church at Antioch again from which he had 
been sent out (Acts 15:40). Who came with him and where did he leave them?  Priscilla and 
Aquila; he left them in Ephesus.  How was this “deployment” a strategic move?  Paul was able to 
multiply himself by deploying this godly couple in his stead in Ephesus.  The Jews in the 
synagogue in Ephesus had asked Paul to stay, but he did not consent; however, Priscilla and 
Aquila, who had been students under Paul’s 18 months in Corinth, were sent out by him to stay 
and minister themselves.  How are you multiplying yourself by investing in others? Share with the 
group.  Answers will vary.   Why is this necessary?  (2 Tim 2:2; Matt 28:19-20)  Making disciples 
of all peoples requires us to first be(come) a disciple.  As we learn to obey everything Jesus 
taught us, we at some point must be commissioned to go and replicate the process and multiply 
ourselves.  The gospel cannot spread if we do not ‘leave the nest.’  We have to ‘pass on the 
baton of faith’ to the next generation of faithful followers and train them to do what was done to 
us.  Unless we replicate, we will not reproduce our faith.   


10. Notice verse 23.  Where did Paul go this time?  He departs again to visit and strengthen the 
churches from his first missionary journey.  (see Acts 13:48-14:6, 21-22; 15:41-16:6; 18:23)  
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Including his initial visit there, this was his fourth stop.  Why again?  to strengthen the disciples.  
What can this teach us about discipling others?  (see also 2 Tim 4:2; 1 Thess 3:1-5; Hebrews 
3:12-13; 10:23-25)  It’s a process that takes time, repetition, modeling, patience, accountability, 
instruction, and continued fellowship and encouragement.  At times it can be uncomfortable 
when those we are working with fall into sin, but we must be willing to lovingly confront them and 
help them be restored.


11. Read verses 24-28.  Who was Apollos and what was he doing in Ephesus?  Apollos was a Jew of 
Alexandrian (Egypt) birth.  He was an eloquent communicator and mighty in the (OT) Scriptures.  
He had been instructed in the way of the Lord; he was fervent of spirit, so he came to Ephesus 
and began teaching the Jews concerning Jesus the Messiah.  How did Priscilla and Aquila 
engage him?  They took him aside privately and explained the way of God to him more 
accurately.  Most likely they were passing along the apostolic teaching they had received from 
Paul who had met with the risen Christ.  Where did he go from there?  Corinth.  What was the 
result?  The brethren encouraged him to go and sent an endorsement of him to the church there; 
he greatly helped those who had believed in grace there, powerfully refuting the Jews in public 
proving Jesus is the Messiah from the Scriptures.  How had Paul’s investment in Priscilla and 
Aquila paid off?  They were able to pass on more accurate teaching and instruction to Apollos, 
who, in turn, taught and strengthened the Corinthian church!  Paul had trained them well in how 
to handle accurately the Scriptures - as he later challenged Timothy to do. (2 Tim 2:15)  


12. Discipleship works best in the context of accountable relationships (Proverbs 27:17; Mark 1:17; 2 
Tim 2:2).  Why is this so?  Accountability forces us to answer the tough questions from those who 
love us and want us to grow.  We rarely have the self-discipline and/or motivation to keep growing 
without the regular check-in accountability provides.  What adjustments do you need to make to 
grow, mature, and invest in others?  Share with the group; answers will vary.  You might consider 
joining a D-group, so you can be in an accountable relationship with others.  You might set some 
spiritual goals and find someone in your CPR group of the same gender to hold you accountable 
as a spiritual partner.  You might start praying about who you could invest in as a disciple, etc.


