
Leaving a Legacy CPR Study Guide 10.20.19
Acts 20

1. A lot of Christians (of all ages) are just waiting to die? What does that mean?  Open 
for discussion. My thoughts: A lot of believers are not making an effort to be 
disciples (life-long learners). They are not taking the time to grow spiritually, and 
they are not trying to reach and teach others. They have their “meal-ticket” to 
heaven and are living for themselves. They are looking forward to heaven and are 
currently no heavenly good on earth. —-Much of this is not their fault. The church in 
general taught for a longtime, “pray and receive Christ, get baptized” and they 
stopped their. God intends for us to live for him, here and now. See next question.

2. What does it mean to you to be living for the Kingdom of God?  Live for Jesus right 
now on mission. Disciples making disciples. 

3. When does eternal life start? How can we prove that in our lifestyle?  It starts at 
conversion, but that is just the part called justification. You were made right with God 
in that moment in Christ. But sanctification, the cleansing part, getting your life right 
continues until you die and come before the Lord (glorification). We need to live 
devoted lives to God now, so that others want what we have in Jesus.  Just from 
your reading in Acts up to this point, what was the Apostle Paul’s legacy looking 
like? Why would you say that?  Your answers. Mine: he’s on the move. He goes 
where God says, and consistently preaches Christ crucified and resurrected. He 
loves people. He wants to see people saved and disciples made.  What makes a 
person credible to you?  Your answers.

4. Read Acts 20.  Share any quick highlights from the reading:
Verses 1-6
Your thoughts. He made a few trips to encourage the churches along the way. It 
appears to be roughly 3-5 months. He only stayed at one place 3 months. He 
just dropped by the others. The list of names shows that representatives from 
various churches were hanging out with him, so he could pour into them.

Verses 7-16
— And in verse 7, we read the first time they had church on Sunday.

Verses 17-35
If we were able to give a charge to those we were leaving behind (those who 
knew us), it would need to include a past, present and future to have a 
transformational impact on them.  How would Paul’s past work positively to 
shape the folks he discipled? (2 Corinthians 11:23–28 or passages similar may 
be helpful)  We all live in a messed up world daily. It seems like it is hard to live 
the Christian life. But none of us come near to facing what Paul did. In fact, had 
he not written this to the Corinthians we would hardly know about his trials and 
tribulations. All of these things most certainly happened as we are following him 
in Acts, but Luke doesn't write hardly any of the bad stuff down.—-Yet Paul did it 



and so can we!  How can we live a life above the circumstances?  Live your 
relationship with Jesus daily, and live above the circumstances. 

5. Paul took the time to meet with the elders from Ephesus. How was the present 
meeting helpful to them?  They got to see him face to face one last time. They saw 
his courage, because they all knew that great suffering and affliction awaited him in 
Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit even testified to it!  

6. In what ways did this meeting help the future of the mission? He gave them future 
guidance. He told them what to look out for and how to stay the course. What did he 
share in particular that was helpful?  Be right with God yourself, or you can’t lead 
others. Then look after the flock because the enemy will not rest. It’s your (overseer, 
pastor, leader, SL) job to guard the flock by leading them in truth and righteousness 
and sound doctrine. Bible study and prayer are essential to persevere and grow in 
the Christ-life. Constant growth is vital so that we are never overtaken by the enemy 
who is constantly scheming. Subverting the Scriptures or getting us to not read the 
Scriptures are probably Satan’s top 2 tactical schemes against the church.  Lastly, 
don’t covet. Avoid self-interest. Paul didn’t chase the bling as we’ve seen and read 
about from many fallen leaders. We’re blessed to be a blessing.

7. What were they to “be on guard” about?  Stay on guard! Live the disciplined life of a 
disciple of Jesus. Be in constant communion with God through his Word and in 
prayer; and with his people by getting together. Be there to pick one another up and 
to watch out for one another.  Paul prepared them for those, even some among 
them, that would twist doctrine so that people fell from the faith. He encouraged 
them to be DMD.

8. Paul knew (by the Holy Spirit) that he was about to face suffering, but he went 
anyway. How does that give you courage?  Your answers.

9. Were there any questions or highlights from the message you would like to discuss?
What do you need to change in your life to be sure you are leaving a godly legacy

10. Explain how disciples making disciples that make disciples is the best plan for 
multiplication in the church. 


