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Overview: 

We are living in a time and season that many, if not all of us have never experienced. The 

COVID-19 pandemic has impacted all of us in one way or another. For many of us even 

the act of leaving our homes gives us pause to consider the risks associated with 

intermingling with others in public. The church is no different in that as we begin to 

regather our church we must consider the risks and establish a plan to safely bring the 

church back together. 

 

Regathering in Corporate Worship: 

• In as much as we are sensitive and respectful in stewarding the health of all those who 

come through our doors, we also recognize that we must find a new normal for gathering 

as a church and not neglecting the assembling of God’s family.  With the guidance of the 

CDC (Center for Disease Control) and the MDH (Minnesota Department of Health), we 

set forth these guidelines for our church’s corporate worship. 

 

1. We will accommodate up to 75 people in the sanctuary.  Every other row will be 

roped off as to accommodate social distance guidelines of 6 feet.  We also ask that 

households sit together and that there be 2 empty chairs between your 

family/household and the next people in your row.  If in the case we reach our 

capacity of 75 in the sanctuary, the fellowship hall will be set up as an overflow with 

chairs with seating that meets social distancing guidelines. If at anytime the state 

changes its guidelines, we will adapt to meet those guidelines. 

 

2. During our greeting time, we would ask that everyone respect the space and health of 

everyone else and refrain from hugging and shaking hands. A simple smile, a wave 

and a “Good morning and God bless” will be enough for the time being. 

 

3. Our offerings as well as noisy offering will no longer be in the middle of our service 

but will be collected as people leave the sanctuary. 

 

4. The sharing of the Lord’s Table, communion, will also be adapted during this time. 

There will be individual elements available to be picked up as people enter the 

sanctuary for worship.  When preparing the elements for communion, volunteers 

must wear a mask and gloves to protect the health of the congregation. The elements 

must be spaced out on a table to provide safe dispersal of the elements to the 

congregation. We have on order prepackaged juice and wafer elements and will 

utilize those when they arrive.  We also ask that parents pick up elements for children 

that will participate and that only one person pick up the elements for their whole 

household to avoid congestion at the table. 
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5. We are aware of the inherent risks of singing indoors and the dispersal of droplets in 

the air that can increase the risk of transmitting COVID-19 from person to person in 

the sanctuary.  That being said, we realize singing is an important part of worship for 

many in the congregation and after talking with many we will limit the amount of 

singing to 2 songs and recommend wearing masks if you would like to sing. We also 

invite you to just listen or hum along with the words if you would like. 

 

6. In compliance to the Governor’s executive order 20-81, face coverings must be worn 

by all persons while indoors at Fairmont Evangelical Covenant Church unless you are 

exempted by age or health reasons per the executive order. According to the order 

any person who is up front speaking, singing or performing may temporarily remove 

a face covering as long as physical distancing can be maintained.  The church does 

have a supply of masks for volunteers that need one and for those who might request 

one. 

 

7. We cannot stress enough the importance of good hygiene practices for everyone. 

When you go to the bathroom, please wash your hands for at least 20 seconds. The 

CDC and MDH have emphasized that this practice is the most important action to 

protect yourself.  There will also be hand sanitizer available for everyone throughout 

the church. 

 

8. There will be no coffee hour fellowship this summer following our worship 

gatherings.  There will be no coffee available either. If a person would like coffee or 

water to drink, they will need to bring it with them. We also request that if you decide 

to stay and fellowship that social distancing of 6 feet be observed and if possible, take 

your conversations outside where risk is lower. 

 

9. No drinking fountains will be available for use. 

 

10. The west (right doors as you enter) double doors will be for entering the sanctuary 

upstairs and the east double doors will be for exiting the sanctuary. 

 

11. Children’s sermons will continue with children staying with their parents in their 

seats or if parents are comfortable and with their permission, children may come to 

the front of the sanctuary. There will be no flags, flag waving or parading during the 

service during this season. Children’s activity bags will not be available so we 

suggest you bring from home.. There will be no flags, flag waving or parading during 

the service during this season. Children’s activity bags will not be available so we 

suggest you bring from home. 

 

12. All areas will be cleaned every week. 
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13. If we worship outside, we can have up to 250 in attendance.  Lower bathrooms in the 

addition will be available for use.  

 

14. Lastly, if you are feeling sick or showing symptoms of illness, please stay home.  If at 

anytime during a worship service you feel sick or have symptoms of illness, please go 

home. 

 

 

 

 

 

• Facility Use Besides Corporate Worship: 

 

1. The church will be available for any ministry related meetings as long as social 

distancing is observed. Please make arrangements with the church office with the 

time, day and room you are going to meet in so we can inform our custodian.  Please 

use only the nearest bathrooms to where you are meeting. No drinking fountains will 

be available for use. The church kitchens will remain closed during this time. 

 

2. At this time there will be no outside group rentals in the church building.  This may 

change as guidelines from the CDC and MDH change. 

 

For any question or concerns please contact the church office 507-235-6407. 


