
Welcome and Preparation

Prayer of Approach

Call to Worship | Based on Isaiah 35  

With the news of God’s salvation,
   strengthen those who have tired hands,
   and encourage those who have weak knees.

Say to those who have an anxious heart,
  ‘Be strong, and do not fear!
   Your God will come to save you.‘

And when he comes,
   he will open the eyes of the blind
   and unplug the ears of the deaf.
The lame will leap like a deer,
   and those who cannot speak will sing for joy!

And we, the ransomed of the Lord,
   will enter with singing.
Everlasting joy will crown our heads.
   Sorrow and mourning will disappear,
   and we will be filled with joy and gladness.

Living Waters | Song of Invitation

Are you thirsty?
Are you empty?
Come and drink these living waters
Tired and broken
Peace unspoken
Rest beside these living waters

Christ is calling
Find refreshing
At the cross of living waters 
Lay your life down
All the old gone
Rise up in these living waters 

There’s a river that flows with mercy and love
Bringing joy to the city of our God 
There our hope is secure, do not fear anymore
Praise the Lord of living waters

Spirit moving
Mercy washing
Healing in these living waters 
Lead your children
To the shoreline
Life is in these living waters 

Are you thirsty?
Are you empty?
Come and drink these living waters
Love, forgiveness
Vast and boundless
Christ, he is our living waters

Words and Music: Kristyn Getty and Ed Cash (2016)

Call to Confession | Matthew 11:28-30

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.”

Confession of Sin

Gracious and Merciful God, bring new life where 
we are worn and tired; new love where we have 
turned cold and hard-hearted; forgiveness where 
we have sinned and offended; joy and freedom 
where we have become imprisoned. To each and 
to all, where our repentance is real, pronounce 
pardon and cleansing through your Son; grant 
renewal and freedom by your Spirit. Amen.

Assurance of Grace | Based on Ephesians 5:25-27

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 
that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by 
the washing of water with the word, so that he might 
present the church to himself in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be 
holy and without blemish.
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There Is a Fountain | Song of Grace

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains
Lose all their guilty stains
Lose all their guilty stains
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains

The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day
And there may I though vile as he
Wash all my sins away
Wash all my sins away
Wash all my sins away
And there may I though vile as he
Wash all my sins away

Dear dying Lamb thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power
Till all the ransomed church of God
Be saved to sin no more
Be saved to sin no more
Be saved to sin no more
Till all the ransomed church of God
Be saved to sin no more

E’er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply
Redeeming love has been my theme
And shall be till I die
And shall be till I die
And shall be till I die 
Redeeming love has been my theme 
And shall be till I die

When this poor lisping stamm’ring tongue
Lies silent in the grave
Then in a nobler sweeter song
I’ll sing thy pow’r to save
I’ll sing thy pow’r to save
I’ll sing thy pow’r to save
Then in a nobler sweeter song
I’ll sing thy pow’r to save
Words: William Cowper (1772)
Music: Early American Melody

Baptism | Ada Ruth Awtry

Covenant Vows

To the parents

Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the
cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the renewing
grace of the Holy Spirit?

Do you trust in God’s covenant promises in her
behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus
Christ for her salvation, as you do for your own?

Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to
God, and promise, in humble reliance upon divine
grace, that you will endeavor to set before her a
godly example, that you will pray with her and for
her, that you will teach her the doctrines of our
Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the
means of God’s appointment, to bring her up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord?

To the congregation

Do you, the members of this congregation, renew
your vows under this covenant of grace, and do
you undertake the responsibility of assisting these
parents in the Christian nurture of this child?

Baptismal Prayer

Little child,
for you Jesus Christ has come,
he has fought, he has suffered.
For you, he entered the shadow of Gethsemane
and the horror of Calvary.
For you, he uttered the cry ‘It is finished!’
For you, he rose from the dead 
For you, little child,
even though you do not know it.
But in this way,
the word of the Gospel becomes true:
‘We love him, because he first loved us.’ Amen.

Our God Is With You | Zephaniah 3:17

The Lord our God is with you; he is mighty to save
The Lord will take great delight in you
And quiet you with his love
He will rejoice over you; he will rejoice over you
He will delight in you; the Lord is with you
The Lord is with you; our God is with you



mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, 
and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air 
made nests in its branches.”
20 And again he said, “To what shall I compare the 
kingdom of God? 21 It is like leaven that a woman took 
and hid in three measures of flour, until it was  
all leavened.”
22 He went on his way through towns and villages, 
teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 And 
someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved 
be few?” And he said to them, 24 “Strive to enter 
through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek 
to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the master 
of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin 
to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, 
open to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not know 
where you come from.’ 26 Then you will begin to say, 
‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in 
our streets.’ 27 But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know 
where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers 
of evil!’ 28 In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God 
but you yourselves cast out. 29 And people will come 
from east and west, and from north and south, and 
recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30 And behold, 
some are last who will be first, and some are first who 
will be last.”
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said 
to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill 
you.” 32 And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, 
‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today 
and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 
33 Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and 
tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that 
a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’ 34 O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 
and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I 
have gathered your children together as a hen gathers 
her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 

Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will 
not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord!’”

Sermon | Kingdom Paradox

Scripture | Luke 13

There were some present at that very time who 
told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered them, 
“Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners 
than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in 
this way? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you 
will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom 
the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think 
that they were worse offenders than all the others 
who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you 
repent, you will all likewise perish.”
6 And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted 
in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and 
found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for 
three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig 
tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up 
the ground?’ 8 And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone 
this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure.  
9 Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; 
but if not, you can cut it down.’”
10 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on 
the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there was a woman who 
had had a disabling spirit for eighteen years. She  
was bent over and could not fully straighten herself.  
12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said to 
her, “Woman, you are freed from your disability.” 13 And 
he laid his hands on her, and immediately she was 
made straight, and she glorified God. 14 But the ruler of 
the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on 
the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days in 
which work ought to be done. Come on those days and 
be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.” 15 Then  
the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does not 
each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey 
from the manger and lead it away to water it? 16 And 
ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom 
Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this 
bond on the Sabbath day?” 17 As he said these things,  
all his adversaries were put to shame, and all the  
people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were  
done by him.
18 He said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God like? 
And to what shall I compare it? 19 It is like a grain of  



The Lord’s Supper

Welcome to the Table | Based on Lk. 13:29, Rom. 8:32

From east and west, north and south, people will  
come and take their places at the feast in the kingdom 
of God. He who did not spare his own Son but gave  
him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? Come then to the joyful 
feast of the Lord and be transformed.

Leader:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:

All:     Christ has died! 
    Christ is risen! 
    Christ will come again!

Leader:  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

All:    Therefore let us keep the feast.

Leader:  These are the gifts of God  
    for the people of God.  
    Feed on them in your hearts  
    by faith and with thanksgiving.

Distribution of the Bread and Cup

Man of Sorrows | Song of Communion

Man of sorrows, Lamb of God 
By his own betrayed
The sin of man and wrath of God  
Has been on Jesus laid

Silent as he stood accused 
Beaten, mocked and scorned
Bowing to the Father’s will 
He took a crown of thorns

Oh that rugged cross my salvation 
Where your love poured out over me
Now my soul cries out Hallelujah! 
Praise and honor unto thee

Sent of heaven, God’s own Son 
To purchase and redeem
And reconcile the very ones  
Who nailed him to that tree

Now my debt is paid, it is paid in full  
By the precious blood that my Jesus spilled
Now the curse of sin has no hold on me  
Whom the Son sets free, oh is free indeed

 

See the stone is rolled away 
Behold the empty tomb
Hallelujah, God be praised! 
He’s risen from the grave!
Words and Music: Brooke Ligertwood and Matt Crocker (2012)

We Will Say In That Day (Isaiah 12) | Song of Promise

You will see there a highway from God’s own hand 
That will lead back the lost to the Promised Land 
And the voice of the Savior will call us friends 
Saying, “Join in the song of the Lord!” 

We will call back our armies: “Return from war!” 
And we’ll make into plowshares our useless swords 
Very soon to forget what they once were for 
When we join in the song of the Lord! 

We will say in that day, “To the Lord, give thanks!” 
We will not be afraid, for he comes to save 
We will shout! We will call every tribe and race: 
“Come and join in the song of the Lord!” 

You will see there a banquet for sinners spread 
Where we’ll sit with the Lord at the table’s head
And our Shepherd himself is our wine and bread 
And we’ll join in the song of the Lord! 

When the remnant return to the Promised Land 
When the highway of God brings us home to him 
We’ll be welcomed with love by our Savior friend 
And we’ll join in the song of the Lord!
Words and Music: Wendell Kimbrough (2016)   

Benediction | Ephesians 3:17-19

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith—that 
you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is 
the breadth and length and height and depth of the 
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God.    

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who  
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!

To listen to the service over your car radio, 
please tune in to 530AM.


