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Sermon about John 15, 1-17 for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021  

in the Region Tervuren-Overijse 

Blessing: Grace and peace to you, from Jesus Christ, he, who is the same yesterday and today 

and forever. (Amen.) 

Sermon: Opening – Splitting is easier than uniting: Dear Brothers and Sisters in our Lord Jesus 

Christ, I am the pastor of the English-speaking, international Lutheran Church in and around 

Brussels. There is no other church body in Belgium we have church fellowship with. Originally, 

I am from Germany, from a small, confessional Lutheran church. So, first of all, I am Protestant, 

used to protest about church issues – and secondly, a member of this particular small, 

Confessional-Lutheran church, which split in the 19th century from the so-called Protestant 

“state churches” and subsequently several times among itself, – and thirdly, with one of my 

great-grandfathers, I have also a church splitter in my family tree, who signed an awkward 

note of protest just because of “it has always been this way and must always stay this way”. 

You see, I am a real professional in the matter of church division. – Now, I have been invited 

to proclaim the Lord’s word and call for unity among Christian Brothers and Sisters… It is a bit 

like setting the fox to keep the geese. – On the other hand, for a few years, I have been trying 

to do something together with other churches, and regularly I must experience how difficult 

it is, because many Christian congregations are fine keeping with themselves and do not seem 

to need anybody else or do not want to join forces because of theological issues. We see, it is 

always easier to split than to unite. – Therefore, we come together at least once a year to be 

reminded of our common roots in the one Lord Jesus Christ and to hear the call that we should 

be one body, one unity – not split and shattered in countless, little pieces. 

Part 1 – Reconciled diversity?: And this year, the Lord calls us to stay in him as branches in 

one vine. But if this is the case, when we are all together branches of one plant, we are actually 

bound together in one single point, the vine, who is Jesus Christ! Could this be? He says to all 

of us that we are branches of him and that we are cleansed – that means cultivated and 

maintained – by God in heaven as the gardener. Of course, no plant, and even less any part of 

a plant can cultivate itself. There is no deputy gardener in this world. There are not several 

different vines. Just one. – Is this according to my faith? Is this according to my theological 

creed? Do I want to have union with this or that denomination? – In Germany for example, 

the Roman-Catholic Church and the big Protestant “state churches” have proclaimed for 

several years a so-called “reconciled diversity” and what they mean by that is that it is fine 

how it is with different church bodies and confessions when they live and work next to but 

not against each other. But is this helpful and good as well? How seriously do I take my own 

creed, if the other one is fine too? – Do you realise something? Everything I or we do, 

everything I ask for, is evaluating, criticising, often enough destructing the unity among our 

Christian Brothers and Sisters, rather than keeping unity in Christ. Building this unity is in any 

case impossible. It is the almighty God and Creator who “creates” this unity by planting us in 

this one vine. It is His free gift to create this one vine and with us as its branches. Nobody of 

us, no church, no church leader could do this. The Apostle Paul uses the picture of the body 
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and its parts. Each of them are grown by the will and deed of the Creator, not of its own. – We 

– as branches – are incorporated in this vine. This happened in the moment of our Baptism. It 

was not our decision to part of the unity. But if we decide not to stay in this unity, we are not 

able to live. A branch cut off, must dry out and die. Just useful to be burned. 

Part 2 – Keeping the love: Now, we are members of different churches with different 

confessions. This is a fact. And which one is the right one? The question is to see and 

emphasise firstly that there is just one, same plant whereto we all belong. It is our common 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He is the one and important fixed point and anchor. And we 

belong to Him by the one and only Baptism in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. And then it is to live according to this fact – and we will automatically if we 

stay in this connection. It is no coincidence that it is a vine used as a picture. The vine is the 

most precious plant in the Bible. Vine is the substance for a good community, for joy. To stay 

with Jesus means to have a good, beneficial, joyful community. – Jesus Christ tells us that living 

connected to the plant, who is Him, can be summarised in the one word “love”. Love one 

another – love is the opposite of hate and violence, love is alive in seeing and helping the 

needy, love is in honest friendly words to my neighbour, love is in proclaiming the truth, love 

is in political and social engagement for a good livelihood, love is proclaiming the Gospel 

together to the world – to everyone, love is in praying and staying together in the name of 

Jesus. What a joyful, beneficial community for all this would be! But love also means not to be 

satisfied with the divided diversity among Christian Brothers and Sisters but always to discuss, 

to emphasise the unity in Christ and to keep track of the unity we are called and made for. 

Otherwise, we would ignore the purpose of our Lord for us. – We are already bound together, 

and God will make us right because we belong to the beloved and shepherd vine Jesus Christ. 

God is the gardener. He alone has the power to cultivate and to maintain us and He will keep 

doing it. – So let us stay in this beneficial, healing, and joy-giving community in our one and 

only Lord Jesus Christ and pursue the unity we already have. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, true light, which lights all people, who come in this world: we ask 

you, light our hearts with your mercy, that we acknowledge you, the Son of the Living God, as 

our Saviour and let us stay with you after the darkness of this world in your heavenly grace for 

ever and ever. (Amen.) 

Blessing: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
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