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THE JOURNEY
THE TAPE

NEVER LIES
M

any years ago when a
world-class drummer told me to tape myself playing the drums so
I will know where I really stand in my development. He said that most musicians
tend to over-rate their abilities, but when they hear themselves on tape it gives
the true picture of where the development needs to be directed.
So that’s exactly what I did. In anticipation of hearing some really good stuff,
what I heard surprised me. I thought, “Who is that playing? That couldn’t be me.”
Needless to say, it was a very humbling thing. But it also became a great tool. I
was able to tighten up these playing flaws so I could get to where I wanted to be
in my playing abilities. Now after that first play back, I was faced with a choice.
I would either make excuses for the poor playing and move forward deceiving
myself, or continue to tape myself and evaluate what I needed to work on.
It’s exactly the same with our spiritual journey. We can continue to think we’re a
good and faithful Christian because we’re not bad people, or we can

Faith

is to believe what we do not see, and the

reward of this faith is to see what we believe.

Augustine
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EVALUATION FOR SPIRITUAL PROGRESS

CONTINUED...
evaluate and make true progress. And
the benefits of the progress are worth
it. God blesses those who are truly
growing in Him. But James 1:22 tells
us, that those who hear the Word yet
don’t DO IT, “deceive yourselves.”
Most of us know what it’s like to be
evaluated on the job. Sometimes
it’s nerve-racking; sometimes we are
anticipating a bonus for a job well done;
sometimes we just want to close our
eyes and hope it gets done quickly. Of
course, with God
it’s a different type
of evaluation. God
is the judge, and as
Christians we can be
assured that when we
die He will evaluate
what we did with our
time on earth after we got saved. That
being said, have you ever really sat
down and evaluated where you are
spiritually? I mean really carving out
some time and writing down how you’re
doing in your walk with God?
To really grow in the Lord, we have to
make the choice to do like the people
were instructed in Acts 14:15, “…you
should turn from these useless things
to the living God.” So evaluating also
means we have to do some pruning.
We will have to cut-off those rough
edges that don’t please God and hold
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us back in life. Things that take away
from our growth process and keep us
from drawing closer to God must be
eliminated.
God wants to draw close to us, but it
is in direct proportion to our willingness
to draw close to Him. (see James 4:8)
Therefore, to have God’s favor and
blessing in our lives, it only makes
common sense to do that which causes
us to move forward. Most Christians
are stagnant spiritually
because they take one
step forward towards
God, then one step
backwards due to
poor choices. So what
happens when we do
that? We stay in the
exact same spot, never
drawing closer to the One who wants so
much to bless His children.
Below is an idea for a personal spiritual
evaluation. I encourage you to take it
and see where you stand. If you really
want to make progress, have someone
very close to you answer for you too.
Maybe they see something that you
don’t see. Take this mini evaluation
at least once a month and compare
your progress. Or create your own
evaluation form that is tailored towards
how you want to grow in Christ. Enjoy
and be honest with yourself.

1) I am a Doer of God’s Word under
pressure.

Almost Always Sometimes Rarely

2) My prayer time is consistent and
more than 5 minutes.		
3) I study my Bible at least 4 days a
week.
4) I grow weekly in my faith.
5) My daily attitude is optimistic and
reflects Christ.
6) I am not prideful but quick to admit when
I am wrong.
7) I verbally share my faith with others.
8) I attend church at least 3 weeks a month.
9) I give financially (tithes & offerings) to
help advance God’s kingdom.
10) I tell the truth without exaggerating or
being deceptive.
11) I love my enemies and pray for them.
12) I am involved in serving in a ministry.
13) I am controlled by a particular sin.
14) I take the necessary steps to avoid
falling to temptation.
15) I give people grace. (Underserved favor)
16) I am quick to forgive and ask
forgiveness from others.
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RIP CITY YOUTH

e have recently started a new format for the teaching portion at
the youth group. It’s more like a home group setting, broken into
two groups (boys and girls). We’ve already seen a higher interest in the
teens to learn about God and His Word.

180 OUTREACH

I

am still amazed how God draws
the same kids, Saturday after
Saturday to 180 when there are
plenty of other things they could
be doing. Each week God draws
these kids to POBC to get the
uncompromised Gospel, and so
many have truly dedicated their lives
to Jesus. It takes a lot of work and
a lot of money, but what a difference
it’s making!
Another boy came for the first time in
mid January. As he got off the bus
I heard him say, “I don’t want to be
here. I want to go home. I don’t do
church.” Well, he enjoyed it so much
that he has not missed one week
since. He is now bringing his brother

Your Generosit
y Makes an
Eternal Impact
for 180 Chi
ldren
A little girl came up
to me one Saturday
before going on ou
r Christmas break,
gave me a hug an
d said, "Pastor Jim
,
I love 180, but why
do we have to take
a break? Why can’
t we have 180 ever
y
week of the year?”

as well as a friend, and has received
Jesus as his Lord and Savior!
Is it worth the cost? God thinks it is.
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RIP CITY KIDS

hen it comes to turning kids into followers of Christ, we are
committed to do whatever it takes to teach God’s Word on the
level where the kids can understand it. It takes much creativity and
energy but it’s well worth the cost. This month’s Sunday teachings are
the following:

SUNDAY TEACHINGS FOR MAY
May 6		

Having Godly Friends

May 13		

Loving Your Enemies

May 20		

Doers of the Word

May 27		

Serving God by Serving Others
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COMING SOON

FEATURED EVENTS

For a calendar of EVENTS at POBC, visit
http://portlandopenbible.com/calendar.php

Thur
May

3
Sun

May

13
Sun

May

20
Sat

Jun

16
Varied
Jul

9-14

NATIONAL DAY
OF PRAYER

National Day of Prayer Service
6:00-7:30 p.m.
Dessert Included

Mother’s Day Breakfast
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Join us as we spoil our mothers!

International Luncheon
Time: Directly after service
Cost: Donation for Open Bible missions

Church Workday
Time: 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Join us as we clean and organize this house of God

Church Campout
South Beach State Park, Newport, Or
ALL Spots MUST be paid in full no later than June 3rd.
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Date: Thursday, May 3rd
Time: 6:00 p.m.

MOTHER’S DAY
BREAKFAST
Date; May 13th
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Cost: FREE

CHURCH CAMPOUT

Date; July 9-14th
Location: South Beach State Park
Newport, Or
* ALL Spots MUST be paid in full
no later than June 3rd.

S

ince the pantry’s inception, each of us who have watched it un-fold have
sat in amazement at how God can step in and meet a need in unexpected
ways. This month the pantry experienced such an event. We have been very
committed to ensuring our availability to those in need in our community. We
decided early on to be open during evening hours to ensure those who work
during the day would have the opportunity to come by the pantry after work.
This evening commitment has been very difficult to sustain since most of the
individuals who volunteer work an eight-hour day. We began diligently praying
that the Lord would provide more volunteers for Tuesday evenings because
volunteer availability was becoming very slim. Then, at 3 a.m. on a Sunday
morning, I was looking through my emails and saw one from a student at
Franklin High School. This student stated that she was with Passion Impact (an
organization which helps students find their passion through volunteering). She
asked, “Do you still have any need for volunteers because we would like to fill
the needs that you have?” Needless to say, I had one of those, “My God shall
supply all your needs according to His
riches in glory” moments! The Franklin
High School students have begun
volunteering at the pantry and are
indeed a blessing! There is nothing
like walking by faith and watching as
the Lord opens the doors.
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