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THE JOURNEY

SALVATION
“Don’t treat
eternity like
your gas tank
warning light
and keep on
driving to see
just how far
you can go.”

BECOMING A

SUPER MODEL
The magazine above states a very profound
phrase: “the real cost of looking good.” The name of the
magazine of course is VOGUE. You may be asking, “How does this relate to
the Christian life?” Let me bring forth a few ideas to answer that question that
derive from the magazine phrase and title.
The real cost of looking good: People go to incredible lengths to look good.
There is such pressure today and a yearning to get approval for our looks.
The average 1,000 square foot beauty supply store will bring in between
$300,000 and $350,000 dollars annually. That’s just products, not
to mention a person getting their hair done, waxing, clothing,
jewelry, ad infinitum.
To “look good,” costs the big bucks! Our culture goes to
astronomical extents to look our best. In fact, there are some
people who don’t have enough money for food that will
miraculously find a way to get their hair & nails done, or get the
coolest new jeans. I have no problem with doing what we can
too look good as long as it doesn’t crossover into ego, vanity,
or wrong motives.
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Isaiah 1:19

“If you are willing and obedient,
you will eat the good of the land.”

see our teenagers and even pre-teens who sellout to have the right clothes, shoes, or phone,
etc. They have an insatiable need to look good
before their peers—things they just “have” to own
to keep step with that which is popular or trendy.
We see teenagers (and adults) who will even pay
the cost of inducing vomiting to lose weight.
My point is that our society has an obsession
to look good physically, but has very little
interest making the investment to look good
spiritually.
So what would be the motivating factor to paying
the real cost to look good spiritually? What are
the benefits? How can I become a super model
spiritually? Let me list four benefits stemming
from a Biblical world view.
1. My life is a testimony to non-Christians.
When the world entices us to be self-absorbed
and do what it takes to get the attention we want
and “deserve,” God tells us to serve others so
we will bring their attention to Him. We want our
lives to put an end to the world saying Christians
are all hypocrites. “Let nothing be done through
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own
interests, but also for the interests of others.”
(Philippians 2: 3-4)
2. My life pleases God. It’s been a problem
ever since Biblical days that people have been
more interested in pleasing men than pleasing
God. But dance with the one who brought ya.
After what God has done in your life, how can
you not live to please Him. Remember, pleasing
people is a dead end road. Like with Jesus, one

week they say “Hosanna”, while next week they cry
out, “Crucify Him.” “Whether you eat or drink or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”
(I Corinthians 10: 31)
3. I am a super MODEL to younger believers. If
you’re not a closet Christian, younger people in the
faith (including your children) are watching your life.
Whatever you model before them sets the example
and justifies their actions. May your life reflect that
which encourages others to be a spiritual giant like
you! Eliminate the compromises of God’s Word. Make
sure you and your kids are in church every single
week—if not, what are you modeling? Simple: That
church and God aren’t all that important, so why
should they take God and church seriously “Therefore
let us not judge one another anymore, but rather
resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to
fall in our brother’s way.” (Romans 14: 13)
4. God’s blessings in every area of your life. God
desires to bless us abundantly, but we tie His hands
much of the time due to our poor choices and Biblical
compromises. But as I love to say, “It pays to obey.” I
say this out of experience, that living a consistent life
that pleases God pays off in every area; from financial
blessings to keeping your joy thru trials. From being
blessed with health to God’s protection. “If you are
willing and obedient, you will eat the good of the land.”
(Isaiah 1: 19)
So will you choose to be a Spiritual Super Model? Will
you invest in yourself spiritually so that you will be
recognized as a godly individual? Too tough you say?
Everything worthwhile takes considerable effort, but
what great benefits! God always blesses abundantly
those who are highly committed to Him.

Pastor Jim
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Upcoming Events
March 30

April 21

July 9-14

Good Friday Service
Dinner and a movie
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Women’s Brunch
10:00 a.m. – noon
Cost: FREE

Church Campout
Location:
Cost:

2018

We are currently into
our second 180 session for
2018. This being the year of growth at
POBC, we are in the middle of a contest for who can bring the
most 1st time guests across a 5 week period. We’re teaching
the kids that it’s not just about them potentially getting a prize,
but having a desire to see their friends exposed to love of God.
This session we are teaching the kids how to deal with conflict
in a biblical way.
It’s never just another
day at 180. The needs
can be overwhelming,
and opportunities to help
children are endless.
Please help us continue
to be there for hurting kids
by your prayers and
financial gifts.

RIP CITY YOUTH
This month we begin a new teaching format for
the teens by breaking into smaller groups in
order to be more efficient in our mandate to
make disciples.
The subjects for our next eight weeks will cover
things like believing God for the impossible;
taking your life to higher ground; how to BE a
blessing and much more.

We also had a great time recently as we took
the youth group to glow in the dark miniature
golf.

RIP CITY KIDS
When it comes to turning kids into followers of
Christ, we are committed to do whatever it
takes to teach God’s Word on the level where
the kids can understand it. It takes much
creativity and energy but it’s well worth the
cost. This month’s Sunday teachings are the
following:
April 1

Salvation and the Resurrection

April 8

Overcoming Fear

April 15

Jesus is Our Protector

April 22

Thanking God

April 29

Loving Your Family
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January 2018 the pantry entered its 4th year. When we
started, we had no idea where the food was going to
come from or even if people were going to come. At the
end of 2017, we provided food for 2,962 individuals that
represented 918 families. God is a miracle working
God!
At the first of the year we discovered that The Oregon
Community Foundation gave the pantry a $10,000
grant to purchase toiletries for those who visit the
pantry. Items that we take for granted like toothpaste
are of great need for those who are working hard and
don’t have enough at the end of the month. As we work
to be the hands of Jesus extended to our community,
we believe the hurting and lonely are finding hope in the
midst of their struggles. Thanks to so many of you who
support the pantry through your donations.

JUST A REMINDER
GOOD FRIDAY DINNER & MOVIE
MARCH 30TH (6:00 P.M.)
COST: FREE
This will be both a great time of fellowship as we
eat a meal together, but also entertaining and
informative.
The Case For Christ is the true story of Lee
Strobel, on quest to refute Christianity as an
atheist, found something that would change his
life forever!

3223 SE 92nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97266
503.775.1565
Info@portlandopenbible.com

