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THE JOURNEY
DON’T BE AFRAID

ONLY BELIEVE!

H

ave you ever had someone give you advice, only
to say to yourself, “A lot of good that’s gonna do me in my predicament. They obviously don’t
understand the depth of my situation.”
So what if you find that it’s God giving you advice and your reaction is the same? This could have been
the case with a man named Jairus; a man with a serious problem, not just unnecessary drama that we
tend to create ourselves. You can read this mini-story in Mark 5:21-43.
You see, Jairus was a powerful man by the standards of Jesus’ day. As a ruler of the synagogue he
had considerable authority and clout in a culture that centered around religion. Yet his dilemma wasn’t
something his power and influence could solve. His issue was something very dear to his heart, yet no
one could do a thing to help—except God Almighty. Jairus had a little daughter who was sick to the point
of death. Doctors couldn’t help. The High Priest couldn’t help. His family and friends couldn’t help. So
Jairus, now a desperate man decides to go outside his camp and comfort zone and take a radical step
→ Go to Jesus for help. Would this blackball him from the religious circles and cost him his job? This
is quite probable in such a legalistic society.
No doubt Jairus heard of this miracle working radical who was stirring up controversy everywhere He
went, but something got him to look beyond the tradition, gossip, and rules. This man’s daughter lay
dying and he was frantic for a solution--NOW! So Jairus tracked down Jesus and when he found him,
didn’t make a proper introduction of himself, but rather, “fell at Jesus’ feet and begged Him earnestly
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CONTINUED...
saying, ‘My little daughter lies at the point of death.
Come and lay your hands on her, that she may be
healed, and she will live.” Since the Bible tells us
that faith comes by hearing the truth, somewhere
Jairus heard of Jesus’ compassion and power
which compelled him to exercise faith by finding
Jesus and proclaiming that if Jesus goes to his
daughter, she’ll be healed and live.
So Jesus went with Jairus, but on the way he got
the most frightening news a parent could ever
get! Some people came from Jairus’ house and
told him, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the
Teacher any further?” Whenever I read that, I ask
myself, “If I was Jairus, how would I have handled
that news? Would I collapse in despair and pain?
Would I become so distraught that I would become
catatonic?
All I can say is, “Thank God for the compassion and
wisdom of Jesus!” What takes place next cannot
be under- valued. The very next words spoken
after the bad news was given were as follows: “As
soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken,
He said to the ruler of the synagogue, ‘Do not be
afraid; only believe.” Words of both comfort and
faith were given to Jairus before the fear and doubt
could assault his mind and heart. Jesus didn’t
wait to see what Jairus’ response would be. There
was no time for that. Jesus proceeded to go to his
house and raise his daughter from the dead.
Two key phrases were spoken that we all need to
grasp. First, “Do not be afraid.” Jesus said this
because He knew that the first enemy to eliminate

is fear. Fear stops the power of God. Fear brings
stress, depression and misery. We must abolish
fear from our lives. Fear is not from God. “For God
has not given us the spirit of fear…” (2 Tim. 1:7)
Second, Jairus was told to “only believe.” Only!!!
No wiggle room for doubt. All thoughts that are
not faith-filled and in line with what God’s Word
says must be rejected and cast down. We must
replace fear with faith. Faith moves mountains.
Faith moves the hand of God. Faith only comes
one way—by hearing God’s Word, the Bible.
Sure, Jairus could have been left in a state of
hopelessness, but evidently he acted on what
Jesus said, even though it didn’t make sense. After
all, she’s dead. It’s over. Quit begging Jesus and
move on with your life. But Jesus didn’t see it that
way. Jesus, having compassion for both Jairus and
his daughter came to their aid at the last second,
but He did come and show Himself strong on their
behalf. That’s because faith always trumps logic!
What about you? Is your problem too far gone?
Is it too hard for Jesus to handle? Let’s be like
Jairus and choose to believe, even when our
minds scream fear, doubt and unbelief. That’s the
difference maker. He acted on the Word of Jesus
and saw God move. What God did for Peter, He’ll
do for you. What God did for Jairus, He’ll do for
you. Therefore, don’t let your mind cheat you
out of a miracle. “Do not be afraid; only believe.”
(Mark 5:36)

Pastor Jim
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GIVING UP SO
KIDS CAN GO UP

rowing up in a single parent home, it helps
me relate to so many of our 180 kids who
have the same. I never knew why I didn’t have
a dad, and where I grew up that seemed to be
normal. But I also know that my mom did her
very best to provide for my sister and me. Even
though her options were very limited, one word
that describes my mom is “sacrificial.” If it was
in the realm of her control, she made it happen
for us.
Many of our 180 single parents are extremely
financially strapped, but continue to sacrifice
what little they have for their kids. That’s where
180 comes in. We are here to help play a part
in making kid’s lives better. First by giving them
the Gospel; then by helping to meet other needs.
We’ve helped get 180 parents jobs, housing, as
well as basic necessities like food and keeping
the lights on.
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Bottom line, we want to keep the light of Jesus on
for these kids, and many of you have sacrificed
and given up tons of time, finances and prayers
to help accomplish this. We’re seeing kids
mature in the faith and make godly choices they
never would have made before coming to 180,
so thank you very much!
“It is not the will of your Father who is in
Heaven that one of these little ones should
perish.”
Matthew 18:14
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RIP CITY YOUTH
GRADES 6-12

N

EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 6:00PM TO 8:00PM

ature is one of God’s beautiful creations, and there is no better place
than Oregon to admire it. This fall, some of our youth participated in a little
outdoor adventure at the Leach Botanical Gardens. Praise be to God for all of his wonderful works!
You hear many people say that today’s youth are tomorrow’s leaders. In order to prepare our youth to become
effective and godly leaders, our team decided to involve some of the youth in leadership. It is a great way to
support young people in their walk with Jesus while giving them the opportunity to take on responsibility and
ownership. Our student leaders provide valuable insight and feedback related to teachings, fundraising, and
community service opportunities. Please pray for our student leaders!
YOUTH THANKSGIVING DINNER SERVICE NOVEMBER 14TH, 6:00PM-8:00PM
Pray for our leaders: Jean Freeman, John Rivers, Caleb Butler, Eva Zajac

RIP CITY JR. KIDS

W

AGE 3 – KINDERGARTEN

hom will he teach knowledge? And whom will he make to understand
the message? Those just weaned from milk? Isaiah 28:9

Please pray for their teachers: Kim O’Connor, Sandy Price, Yesenia Althaus,
				
Adasia Magee, Ayana Smith, Anna Rivers

JR. SUNDAY TEACHINGS FOR NOVEMBER
November 4		
November 11		
November 18		
November 25		

Stone, Sling and Giant Things
Fire from Heaven
A Roaring Rescue
The Brave and Beautiful Queen

			

				

NOVEMBER 2018

RIP CITY KIDS
GRADES 1ST - 5TH

GOAL...

1) To partner with parents in the teaching and training of children in Biblical principles.
2) To teach children how to live by God’s Word and motivvate them to choose the ways
of God.
3) To capture the children’s imagination and teach in exciting, relevant ways, where
the children can understand God’s message to them.
4) That God will be real to the children, where they will grow up knowing the Bible is
truly God’s Word to live by, and not just
a storybook.

Please continue to pray for fruitfulness, wisdom and
energy for our faithful teachers: Greg Grant, Eva
Zajac, Aaron Brown

KIDS SUNDAY TEACHINGS FOR NOVEMBER
November 4		
November 11		
November 18		
November 25		

Jesus is Our Foundation
Give Thanks
Obey God’s Word
We Serve a Great God
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COMING SOON

For a calendar of EVENTS at POBC, visit
http://portlandopenbible.com/calendar.php

Wed
Oct

31
Sat

Nov

3
Sat

Nov

3-17
Wed
Nov

14

Candyville Carnival
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm
All ages welcome

POBC Pantry Winter Gala
Time: 5:00-8:00pm
Tickets: $20

180: MAKIN’ THE U-TURN
For Kids 4yrs - 5th grade (Every Saturday)
Time: 12:30-2:00pm

PORTLAND OPEN BIBLE FREE FOOD MARKET
Time: 11:00am - 1:00pm
EVERYONE is welcome

			

					

NOVEMBER 2018

FEATURED EVENTS
Candyville Carnival
Wednesday, October 31
Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm

PANTRY SILENT AUCTION
Saturday, November 3
Time: 5:00pm to 8:00pm

FREE FOOD MARKET
Wednesday, November 14
Time: 11:00am - 1:00pm

T

hank you so much for your continued love, and dedication, to Cuppa Joy. We understand how
convenient it is to visit your local Starbucks while driving into church and can’t thank you enough that
you are still choosing to let Cuppa Joy serve you instead. Not only is your patronage helping to keep you
warm, but it is also providing security to those who really need it within our community. So please, stop in
for our seasonal Pumpkin Spice latte and a Krispy Kreme donut! The POBC Pantry, and tummies around
Southeast Portland, thank you tremendously.
Our “Barista of the Month” is Ayana Smith. Ayana has been a faithful member of the team for three years
and we are privileged to have her. Still in high school, she is currently taking eight advanced/AP classes
some of which include AP psychology, advanced algebra, and AP world history. She decided on a hard
schedule to exemplify her desire for constant improvement and consistency in pushing herself towards
excellence. After graduation her goal is to continue in college; pushing to become a trauma surgeon
and eventually working in the ER. Additionally, she hopes to study
Spanish and travel abroad.
Please make sure to stop by Cuppa Joy on the second Sunday of
every month and say “hello” to Ayana! She is a blessing to all who
know her.

CUPPA JOY NOVEMBER SPECIALS
Peppermint Mocha
Gingerbread Latte
Egg Nog Latte

3223 SE 92nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97266
Phone: 503.775.1565
Email: Info@portlandopenbible.com

