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Discerning the Truth
The Bible gives infallible evidence that Jesus rose from the dead.

Lesson Focus
The accounts of Jesus’ death and resurrection are foundational to the gospel 
message. Although skeptics have come up with theories to try to explain or 
deny these events, no theory can account for the facts that Jesus died, rose 
from the dead, and appeared to many witnesses to confirm what happened.

Key Passages
John 19:28–35; Matthew 28:1–15; Acts 2:22–24, 9:17–18

Objectives
Students will be able to:

• List evidences of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

• Explain why theories that deny Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are false.

Memory Verse
Matthew 28:6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the 
place where he lay.

Easter
2B
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Lesson Preparation

CCome On In
Choose a Come On In activity and print/gather necessary items.

 � Memory Verse Scramble  � In or Out

MMemory Verse
Print the Memory Verse Poster.

Choose a Memory Verse Game and print/gather necessary items. 

 � Egg Hunt  � Scrambled Eggs

AStudying God’s Word
Print the following:

 � One Class Notes for each 
student. Keep the answer key 
for your use.

 � One Lesson Poster.

LReview Game—Bible Baseball
Print one copy of the Review Questions.

Bring the following:

 � One die  � Masking tape or chairs for 
bases

GGo to Prayer
Dear Lord, thank you for the accuracy and trustworthiness of your Word. 
The Gospels all record Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection because these 
events are central to the gospel. We serve a risen Savior! Please use this 
lesson to help my students see that they can always trust your Word over 
man’s ideas. Strengthen their faith or open their eyes to their need for 
salvation.

We recommend the 
following order for 
churches using a 
large group/small 
group format:

Large Group
Studying God’s Word

Group Prayer

Small Group
Come On In

Memory Verse

Review Game 

Optional Activity

Take Home Sheet
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Optional Supplements
Hands-On Activities
Do these activities when you think best—before, during, or after the lesson.

• Easter Sunrise Candle

Students will use colorful sand to create a decorative candle. 

• Roll the Stone Relay

Students will race in teams to bat balloons across the room and back. 

• Coloring Sheet

Students will color as you review today’s lesson with them. 

• Word Search

Students will search for words from today’s lesson. Make it a challenge: have stu-
dents race against each other or the clock to find all the words.

PowerPoint
You may want to use the PowerPoint presentation to enhance your teaching. Before 
opening the slides, be sure to download and install the fonts provided.

Notes
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Prepare to Share 
Scriptural Background

Prepare to teach by preparing your heart. Read 
the key passages for this lesson along with this 
background.

The central focus of Christianity is the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ from the grave. It was this pivotal 
moment in history, when Jesus conquered death and 
the grave, that gives humanity hope for all eternity if 
only they will repent and trust in Christ for salvation. 
The resurrection is central to Christianity (1 Corin-
thians 15:12–19), and it happened in real time and 
history. Paul speaks with all surety and confidence 
when he says, “Christ has been raised from the 
dead” (1 Corinthians 15:20). He grounds this in both 
the revelation of the Scriptures (verses 3–4), the tes-
timony of those who had seen him (verses 5–8), and 
the historicity of Adam and the entrance of death 
into creation (verses 21–22). Because of Christ’s tri-
umphant resurrection from the dead, we can have 
full confidence in the coming resurrection of the 
dead when we, in resurrected bodies, will dwell with 
Christ for eternity (1 Corinthians 15:35–49).

Christians can have the utmost confidence in 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus since 
God’s Word accurately tells us about these histor-
ical events. These central truths of the Christian 
faith were also witnessed by hundreds of people. 
Jesus was publicly executed on a cross (Matthew 

27:32–50), buried in Joseph’s tomb (Mark 15:42–47), 
and seen alive again by more than 500 people at the 
same time (1 Corinthians 15:6).

The resurrection showed clearly that Jesus Christ 
had the power to destroy death—the last enemy 
(1  Corinthians 15:26). This realization made the 
enemies of God shudder at the truth of the resur-
rection of Jesus. But what could they do now that 
Jesus was alive again? The only thing they could do 
was seek to discredit the resurrection. And that they 
quickly did. The Bible tells us that the chief priests 
and elders paid a large sum of money to the sol-
diers who had been guarding the tomb to fund the 
lie that Jesus’ disciples had stolen the body of Jesus 
while the guards slept (Matthew 28:11–15). From 
that first week after his death even to this day, those 
who refuse to submit to the lordship of Christ have 
invented many arguments to try and explain away 
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

While the Bible speaks of Jesus showing him-
self by many infallible proofs (Acts 1:3), we must 
acknowledge that we do not have tangible access to 
those proofs today. But what we have is the record 
of all these things and more in the inspired, inerrant 
Word of God. We can trust all of God’s Word, includ-
ing the accounts of the resurrection. 

Historical/Apologetics Background

Jesus himself mentioned in the account of the rich 
man and Lazarus that unbelievers will not be con-
vinced even though one would rise from the dead 
(Luke 16:31). Belief in Jesus Christ comes through 
the witness of Scripture and the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit and not from convincing arguments. To 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God, that he bore 
God’s wrath for sin on the cross, and that he rose 
victorious over death requires more than a convinc-
ing argument or intellectual agreement of historical 
facts. The Apostle Paul knew this and witnessed it 
frequently as he traveled and shared the good news 
of Jesus Christ. He spoke to many and was only too 
aware that the message of the cross was foolishness 
to those who are perishing, but to those who are 
being saved, that message is the power of God for 
salvation (1 Corinthians 1:18).

Ever since Jesus rose from the dead, skeptics have 
concocted various proposals attempting to explain 
away the truth of the resurrection. For example, it has 
been claimed that the person on the cross was not 
Jesus. Muslims often claim that Judas took Jesus’ place 
on the cross and Jesus was instead taken to heaven 
(Quran 4:157–158). Consequently, if Jesus never died, 
he was surely never resurrected. But even the text of 
the Quran is self-refuting since it claims that the Jews 
were boasting that they killed the Messiah.

The Gospel of Barnabas claimed that Judas 
appeared, and the disciples thought it was Jesus. 
However, this work is considered a false gospel 
(pseudepigrapha), and the earliest manuscripts are 
from the 1500s. While some did not recognize Jesus 
after the resurrection, the Bible makes it clear that 
he appeared to many.
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Another common rejection is to either deny 
that Jesus ever existed or to say the teachings on 
the resurrection were developed later as mythical 
components of the Christian teachings. But this 
explanation is problematic because there is no seri-
ous scholar who rejects that Jesus actually existed 
(though they reject he is God), and the manuscript 
evidence does not support such a claim, with the 
resurrection being described in the earliest of writ-
ings from the church fathers. Another claim by skep-
tics is that Jesus just appeared to die on the cross, so 
there really wasn’t a resurrection, just a reviving of 
a wounded man. But Jesus was scourged, hung on a 
cross for six hours, had a spear thrust into his side, 
was buried in a tomb behind a giant rock, and then 
walked out of the tomb a few days later, not looking 
any worse for the wear, and convinced his disciples 
that he was the resurrected Lord of glory.

Other ideas such as a mass hallucination, a 
séance, an apparition or spirit appearing to the dis-
ciples, and even alien visitations are all attempts to 
suppress the truth of the resurrection and the lord-
ship of Christ. 

These dismissals of God’s Word should be 
addressed. Often, the objections are not difficult to 
answer if we are prepared and familiar with the dif-
ferent opinions we may be confronted with. How-
ever, we must keep in mind that in many of these 
cases, the skeptics will accept a few scraps of evi-
dence for a pagan god and will not accept the truth-
fulness of the Bible. As believers, we should rejoice 
that God has revealed the truth to those of us who 
are being saved (1 Corinthians 1:18). And with that 
divine revelation of the truth comes the privilege 
and responsibility to open our Bibles and proclaim 
the truth.
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CCome On In
As students arrive, direct them to the activity you chose for today.

MMemory Verse
Practice the memory verse using the Memory Verse Poster and a memory 
verse game.

Matthew 28:6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay.

AStudying God’s Word
Introduction
We’ll start today by playing a true/false game. I need several volunteers 
to think of one true and one false statement or fact about themselves. 
The goal is to make it hard for the class to guess which statement is 
false, so don’t pick things you think everyone already knows about you, 
like your birthday month or if you’re an only child. For example, you 
might say, “My favorite subject is math, and I have never flown in an 
airplane.” Then the class has to discern which one is false. 

 ? What does discern mean? Allow guesses.

To discern means to recognize or identify things as separate or different. 
In our game, we’ll be discerning between true and false statements.

 ? Who would like to start? Allow several volunteers to come up and share 
their two statements then have the class raise their hands to vote on the false 
statement. Have students share the correct answer then return to their seats. If 
you have a small class, you may let every student take a turn.

We learned some new things about our classmates today playing this 
game. Sometimes it was hard to tell what was true and what was false. 
In today’s lesson, we’ll learn some false theories people made up to say 
that Jesus didn’t really die on the cross or rise again. We can learn to 
recognize and answer these false ideas using the most reliable book.

 ? What is the most reliable book for the facts about Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection? The Bible.

 ? That’s right! The Bible is the most trustworthy historical record we have. 
Why is that? Because it was inspired by God himself. 

 ? The Bible is God’s Word to us, so we know it is true. What qualities, or 
attributes, of God make his Word so trustworthy and accurate? God is 
holy and cannot sin or lie, so we know his Word is true. God is eternal, so he was 
there before the beginning (creation) and will always be (exist in the future). God 

PSlide #1

 ➤ After all the 
students arrive, pray 
with them before 
beginning the lesson.

PSlide #2

 ➤ Don’t forget! 
Review the Optional 
Supplements and 
determine where you 
can use them. 
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is omniscient (all-knowing). God is sovereign, in complete control of everything, 
including the events of human history.

We believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus because that is what 
the Bible clearly tells us. But even people who don’t believe the Bible 
must accept certain historical facts, even though they may try to explain 
away the significance or meaning of those facts.

As we fill in the Class Notes, we’ll learn some widely accepted facts we 
know to be true about Jesus’ death and resurrection. Then we’ll look at 
some theories people have come up with to try to deny these events. 
When you leave today, you should be able to use the facts you’ve learned 
and the verses we read to understand why these theories are false.

Facts About the Resurrection
The first fact is about how Jesus died. You see, the Jewish religious leaders 
were jealous of Jesus because the people listened to him and because of 
his miracles. They arrested Jesus and put him on trial. They said he was 
worthy of death for claiming to be God. But the Jews couldn’t put anyone 
to death because they were ruled by the Romans. So, they brought Jesus to 
the Roman governor Pontius Pilate. Pilate was afraid the Jews would start 
a riot if he let Jesus go. He ordered that Jesus be crucified.

 ? What is crucifixion? Allow answers.

Crucifixion was a method the Romans used to kill people, often rebels 
or criminals. The person was nailed by the hands and feet to a wooden 
cross until they died. It was a slow, painful, and public way to die.

John 19:28–35

 ? Turn in your Bibles to the Gospel of John chapter 19. Who will read 
verses 28–35? Choose readers.

 ? How did Jesus die? Look in verse 30. He bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

 ? What did Jesus mean when he said, “It is finished”? Allow discussion.

Jesus was finished paying the punishment we deserve for our sins. He bore 
our sins on the cross so we can be forgiven. Only after our debt was paid 
did Jesus give up his spirit to die. He is God, so his death was his choice. 

 ? What happened when the Roman soldiers came to break the legs of 
Jesus to speed up his death? They saw he was already dead, so they didn’t 
break his legs.

 ? What did the soldier do instead? He pierced Jesus’ side with a spear.

Show the Lesson Poster. The soldiers didn’t break Jesus’ legs, but one of 
them stabbed a spear into Jesus’ side. Blood and water coming out shows 

 ➤ Pass out the Class 
Notes.

PSlides #3–6

PSlides #7–8
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that Jesus was definitely dead. John, a disciple and close friend of Jesus, 
recorded this detail.

 ? What did John say about his testimony, or account of the events, in 
verse 35? His testimony is true; he saw this happen.

John was there at Jesus’ crucifixion and saw him die and then get pierced 
with the spear. 

 ? Let’s fill in the first blank on the Class Notes. Who will read #1 and tell 
us how Jesus died? Choose a reader. Crucifixion. Have students complete #1.

Matthew 28:1–15

John leaves no doubt that Jesus died on the cross. Now let’s read about 
Jesus’ resurrection. Turn to Matthew 28, and we’ll read verses 1–15. 
Choose readers.

 ? What did the two Marys see when they went to Jesus’ tomb on Sunday 
morning (which is the first day of the week)? An angel of the Lord sitting on 
the stone rolled away from the tomb.

The women were coming to prepare Jesus’ body with spices. But when 
they came to the tomb, they got quite a surprise! The Roman guards 
were unable to speak or move for fear of the angel who had appeared 
and rolled back the stone.

 ? Why did the angel roll back the stone? So the women could see the tomb 
was empty.

 ? What good news did the angel give the women about Jesus? Jesus was not 
there; he had risen! He was alive.

Refer to the Memory Verse Poster. The angel’s good news is our memory 
verse! Let’s read what he said about Jesus. Read the verse together.

 ? The women could see that Jesus was no longer in the tomb. They ran to 
tell the disciples. Whom did they meet on the way? Jesus.

Show the Lesson Poster. Jesus appeared to them! The women worshipped 
at Jesus’ feet. He told them not to be afraid. He wanted them to give a 
message to the disciples (his brothers). The women hurried to tell the 
disciples the good news that Jesus was alive.

 ? The women weren’t the only ones who knew the tomb was empty. Who 
else knew? The guards.

 ? Some of the guards were worried about getting in trouble. They went to 
the Jewish chief priests (leaders) and told them what happened. What 
did the chief priests tell the guards to do? Tell people that the disciples came 
and stole Jesus’ body while they were sleeping.

No one could deny that Jesus’ body was gone, and the priests knew that 
Jesus had said he would rise on the third day. They didn’t want people 

 ➤ You may want to 
write the answers 
on the board for 
students to copy or 
use the slides.

PSlides #9–15

PSlide #16
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believing in Jesus, so they paid the guards to spread a lie about what 
happened. Even Jesus’ enemies knew the second fact on our Class Notes.

 ? Who will read #2? Choose a reader. Empty. Complete #2.

 ? Who will read #3 about the first people to see the risen Jesus? Choose a 
reader. Women. Complete #3.

Jesus’ disciples didn’t believe the women when they came and told them 
they’d seen Jesus. They were afraid of the Jewish leaders who’d put Jesus 
to death. But Jesus appeared to his disciples and let them see the nail 
marks in his hands and feet and the wound in his side from the spear. 
He ate meals with them to show he was really alive in a body and wasn’t 
a ghost or vision. For 40 days after his resurrection, Jesus appeared to 
many followers and spoke to his disciples.

Before Jesus went back to heaven, he told his followers to be witnesses 
of everything they had seen and heard. The disciples were elated that 
Jesus was alive. Sometime after Jesus ascended (went up) to heaven, the 
disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, and they began to speak boldly 
about Jesus.

Acts 2:22–24

Let’s read what the Apostle Peter said when he stood up before a huge 
crowd of Jews. Turn to Acts 2:22–24. Assign readers.

 ? What did Peter say about Jesus? That he was crucified and killed by lawless 
men, but God raised him up.

 ? Peter talked about the mighty works, wonders, and signs that Jesus had 
done during his ministry. Jesus did a lot of amazing miracles. What are 
some of the miracles Jesus did? Allow discussion. He healed the sick, calmed 
storms, cast out demons, fed thousands of people, raised the dead, etc.

 ? Whose plan was it for Jesus to be killed and crucified? God’s.

God is in complete control of everything. It was his plan for his Son Jesus 
to be crucified to save us from our sins.

 ? Why could Jesus not be held by death? Because he is God and he is all-powerful.

Jesus conquered death when he rose again, showing that he is God and 
that he is the only way for us to be saved. 

 ? Who will read #4 on the Class Notes? Choose a reader. Disciples. Complete #4.

Two other men who didn’t believe in Jesus while he was on earth 
believed after Jesus appeared to them later. These men were Paul and 
James, the half-brother of Jesus.

Paul was also called Saul, and he was a man who persecuted Christians, 
those who believed in Jesus. Saul was on his way to arrest more Christians 
when a light from heaven shone and Jesus spoke to him. Saul was blind 
after this encounter, but God sent a Christian named Ananias to Saul.

PSlide #17

PSlides #18–19

PSlide #20
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Acts 9:17–18

Let’s read what he said to Saul. Turn to Acts 9:17–18. Choose a reader.

 ? Who did Ananias say had appeared to Saul on the road? The Lord Jesus.

 ? Why had Jesus sent Ananias to Saul? So that Saul might regain his sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.

 ? What happened next? Saul regained his sight, rose, and was baptized.

 ? What is important about Saul getting baptized? What did that mean? 
Saul believed that Jesus is God. By getting baptized, he was publicly showing his 
faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection and turning from his sin.

Saul, also known as Paul, became a great missionary, traveling to many 
cities and countries to spread the gospel and to start churches.

James, the half-brother of Jesus, did not believe in Jesus at first, but he 
later became a leader in the church after he saw the risen Jesus. 

Galatians 2:9 lists James, Peter, and John as pillars, or strong leaders, in 
the early church. They reached out to Paul and gave him and Barnabas 
the job of sharing the gospel to the Gentiles (non-Jewish people).

Go ahead and fill in the names Paul and James for #5 in the Class Notes. 
Have students complete #5.

False Theories
These five facts we just covered are supported by other historical 
documents and accounts and even by scholars who don’t necessarily 
believe the Bible! However, some people who don’t believe Jesus is the 
Son of God have come up with theories, their ideas, to explain away 
what actually happened.

Let’s read these theories from the Class Notes now. Choose readers for #6–10.

 ? How many of you have heard or seen any of these ideas before? Show 
of hands.

These theories offer alternate explanations for several of the facts we 
learned, but none of them can explain all five.

We’ll do an activity now to see how well you can use the scriptures we just 
read and the facts on the Class Notes to discern why these theories are 
false. Discuss your answers then we’ll fill in a problem for each one on the 
Class Notes together. Assign one theory to pairs or small groups of students. Each 
group should discuss which facts the theory denies and other problems with the 
theory. Give students some time to work out their answers together. You may also 
choose to assign a theory to individual students or do them together.

 ? Let’s go over the theories together. Who had #6? Allow students to share. 

PSlides #21–22

PSlide #23
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The idea that it wasn’t Jesus on the cross attempts to deny facts one 
and two, that it was Jesus who died and was buried then rose again. 
However, it cannot explain the account of the women who saw Jesus or 
the conversion of Paul and James.

 ? How do we know this theory is false? Allow answers. The women and the 
disciples saw the nail marks and spear wound on the resurrected Jesus. He would 
only have these wounds if he died of crucifixion and was raised with a physical body.

Let’s fill in the problem with this theory. The nail marks on the risen Jesus. 
Have students complete #6.

 ? Who had #7? What problems did you find with it? Allow students to share.

This theory also denies fact one and explains the empty tomb by saying 
Jesus revived and came out. But we talked a bit about crucifixion. The 
Romans had perfected this method of death. No one could survive it.

 ? Also, what did we read in John’s Gospel about the soldiers who came to 
break Jesus’ legs? He was already dead, and the spear confirmed it.

 ? When the women met Jesus after they saw the empty tomb, did it sound 
like Jesus was wounded and barely clinging to life? No. He was healthy 
and strong.

 ? And would Jesus’ disciples risk their lives to spread the news of his 
resurrection if they’d seen a wounded Jesus who hadn’t really died? No.

 ? It wasn’t easy for the disciples to tell others about Jesus. They were 
persecuted and in danger for their lives. All but one of the disciples 
died for their faith. Would people be willing to die for something they 
absolutely know is a lie? No.

Let’s fill in the problem with this theory. Disciples wouldn’t risk their lives for 
what they knew was a lie. Have students complete #7.

 ? Who had #8? Allow students to share.

This view acknowledges that Jesus died on the cross and the tomb was 
empty, but it claims Jesus’ dead body was stolen. 

This theory has many problems since it can’t explain the appearances of 
Jesus to so many people after his resurrection. We saw when this theory 
began: the Jewish leaders told the guards to spread the rumor that the 
disciples stole Jesus’ body. 

 ? What’s the problem with the disciples stealing Jesus’ body? Allow answers. 
The disciples couldn’t attack Roman guards to steal the body. 

Not only were the disciples not equipped or trained to take on Roman 
guards, but they were also afraid and hiding from the Jews. They were in 
no condition to steal Jesus’ body.

 ? What’s the problem with Jesus’ enemies stealing the body? If his 
enemies had his body, what would they have done with it? Allow answers. 

PSlides #24–28
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If enemies took his body, they would have shown they had it when the disciples 
started preaching that Jesus was alive.

Let’s fill in the problem with this theory. Disciples couldn’t have stolen it. 
Enemies would’ve shown it. Have students complete #8.

 ? Who had #9? Allow students to share.

This view is very popular among critics today. They say that the women 
and disciples were so upset after seeing Jesus suffer and die that they 
hallucinated, or imagined, that they saw Jesus alive again.

 ? What’s the problem with this idea? Allow answers.

Jesus appeared to the women and his disciples numerous times, but 
we also know that he appeared to over 500 people before he returned 
to heaven. It’s impossible for that many people to have the same 
hallucination over 40 days, especially if those people weren’t close 
family or friends of Jesus. Plus, this theory does not explain Paul and 
James seeing and believing in Jesus.

Let’s fill in the problem with this theory. Many people, not just Jesus’ friends 
or family, reported seeing and believing that Jesus had risen. Have students 
complete #9.

 ? Who had #10? Allow students to share.

Some people try to say that writers added miraculous details, like the 
resurrection, to the accounts of Jesus’ life over time. 

 ? Can you think of a problem with this theory? Allow answers.

If writers back in Jesus’ day, or even centuries after, were making up 
details, don’t you think they’d have Jesus appear to important people 
after his resurrection, like a high priest or a king? 

 ? Instead, who did Jesus appear to first? It’s one of our facts. Women.

Women weren’t considered credible or believable witnesses back then, 
and their importance in the story would have been an embarrassing 
detail. If the writers had only been making up this story, they wouldn’t 
have included the women. Stories that are embellished (exaggerated) 
over time would have credible details, nothing embarrassing. Rather, 
this detail shows that the writers of the Gospels recorded events as they 
really happened. 

Let’s fill in the problem with this theory. The details are too embarrassing to 
be made up. Have students complete #10.

Application
Refer to the Lesson Poster. The Bible gives us the details about Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. The accounts from the people who saw him die and 

PSlide #29
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who saw him after he’d risen were written so we’d know these events 
are true and believe that Jesus is the Son of God. When the women met 
Jesus after they left the tomb, they fell at his feet and worshipped. They 
were recognizing Jesus as their Savior and Lord.

The resurrection, which we celebrate at Easter, shows that Jesus is God 
and that he conquered death for us.

 ? Why do you think people come up with theories to deny Jesus’ death and 
resurrection? Allow discussion. They have never read the Bible. They don’t want 
to admit that Jesus is the Son of God and the only way to be saved. They have 
been taught that these theories are true (e.g., Muslims are taught the theory that 
another man died on the cross instead of Jesus). Their sinful hearts don’t want to 
face God as their judge and Jesus as their Lord.

It’s important to know our Bibles well so we can show people from 
God’s Word what really happened. We must be discerning and learn to 
recognize ideas that are not true according to the Bible.

 ? What books in the Bible record the details of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection? The Gospels in the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.

If you’ve never read the Gospels for yourself before, you can start today! 
The message of Easter is one of hope and joy, and it’s found in each 
Gospel account. No matter how many theories people make up to deny 
this event, we know it is true. And Jesus is still saving people today!

GGroup Prayer Time
Be sure to pray with your students and take requests if time allows.

• Thank God for the accounts of Jesus’ death and resurrection in 
the Bible.

• Ask God for help to read and study his Word to learn more about him 
and Jesus.

LReview Game—Bible Baseball
We encourage you to play the following review game.

Materials

Review Questions

One die

Masking tape or chairs for bases

 ➤ Pass out the Student 
Take Home Sheets 
and remind students 
to practice the 
memory verse this 
week.
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Instructions

Print one copy of the Review Questions. Set up three bases, home plate, and the 
pitcher’s mound using masking tape or chairs arranged in a diamond with the 
pitcher’s mound in the middle.

Divide the class into two teams. Have the first team line up at home plate. The 
other team may wait in their seats or stand along the “sideline.”

The student at bat will roll the die to determine the “hit” based on the list below 
(which you may want to write on the board for easy reference). A walk means he 
can go to first base without answering a question. A foul ball means to roll again. 
Three foul balls in a row is a strike!

1=single

2=double

3=triple

4=home run

5=walk

6=foul ball

Once the hit is determined (#1–4), ask a review question from the pitcher’s 
mound. If the student answers correctly, he can advance around the bases 
according to his roll. If he answers incorrectly, it is a strike for his team, and he 
goes to the back of the line. After three strikes, a team is out. Unless they strike 
out, allow all team members to come to bat once and then switch teams at bat.

Remember that the hits will move any team members who are already on base. 
For example, if a student is on second base and the next teammate rolls a double 
and answers a question correctly, the student on second goes to home plate and 
scores a run for the team while the batter goes to second base.

Keep the game moving by having students roll quickly when they come to bat 
and “run” the bases for each correct answer. Keep track of strikes and runs for 
each team. Play for a set number of innings or as time allows, repeating questions 
as necessary.


