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Imagining the Kingdom 

 It was popular a few years ago in some circles to ask people questions about life after 

death as a way of introducing spiritual conversations; they would ask, “What do you think  

happens after you die?” and “If you were to die tonight, where do you think you would go?” 

Those kind of questions were intended to get people to think more deeply about their                     

relationship to God and how that would affect their eternity.  

For upcoming generations, however, questions like that are virtually meaningless. 

They don’t already believe in life after death, and so to ask them “where” they think they 

would go just doesn’t make any sense to them. It’s not that they are not asking spiritual                

questions, it’s just that they are asking different spiritual questions. Questions about what 

happens before you die. Questions like: “Why am I here?” and “What am I supposed to do 

with my life?” and “If there is a God, and that God is so powerful, why do bad things still             

happen? Should He be able to fix it?” 

And these are questions that Jesus addressed in preaching about what he called the 

Kingdom of God, or the Kingdom of Heaven. In Jesus’ preaching, the Kingdom is shorthand for 

the rule, the reign, the authority of God. The Kingdom is wherever God’s will is done on earth 

as it is in heaven. This Kingdom is not just something that happens after we die, but is                 

something that Jesus began with his life, death, resurrection, and ascension, but won’t be 

complete until he returns. This is what Baptist scholar George Eldon Ladd called “inaugurated 

eschatology.” That means that the Kingdom of Heaven is already here in small ways, but not 

yet here in its fullness. Already, but not yet. 

So Jesus preached about the good news of the Kingdom throughout his ministry, and 

when he did, he often used parables. Parables seem to us to be a bad way to disseminate             

information. They are an imprecise tool, and if your goal is just to help people to know              

something they didn’t know before, parables are probably not the best way to go about that. 

Because parables don’t function that way. Parables set two things side by side, one thing 

we’re very familiar with, and one thing we’re not. We are invited to compare them, and in 

that comparison, our mental picture of the thing we’re not familiar with grows. The parable 

opens up possibilities in our minds about something that would otherwise be difficult to               

conceptualize. Talking about the Kingdom of Heaven, Jesus would say things like, “The                  

kingdom is like a mustard seed,” or “A farmer went out to plant his seed,” or even “A man had 

two sons.” These parables are not to give us new information, they are to shape our                           

imaginations to be conformed to God’s reality, and in being so conformed, help us to live 

more in line with the nature and purposes of God. Because, as we will find in our upcoming 

sermon series on the parables of the Kingdom, It’s not so much What You Know; It’s How You 

See. 

-Pastor John 
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FOR THE RECORD  -  AUGUST 

 

   Wednesday, September 6, 2017– Block Party! 

   We will have a block party in the south parking lot at 6:30 pm! Come out and enjoy all the festivities including    

    a bounce house, FREE food, lawn games, live band (God’s Deliverance Singers) and more. See you there! 

 

    Monday, September 11, 2017– SLT Meeting 

    There will be a SLT Meeting in the Deacon room at 7:00 pm. 

 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017– Fire with Friends 

Join us at the Jones residence (3002 N. 154th Ave. Omaha, NE 68116) from 7:30-9:00 PM. Bring a lawn chair 

and enjoy smores, fire, and great fellowship! 

 

Wednesday, September 13, 2017– Dinner with Buddy & Friends 

    We will relaunch our Wednesday Night activities September 13th! Join us at 5:30 pm for a meal (donations   

    accepted) with buddy and friends. Then stay after 6:30 pm for KIDS Club (grades K-6th), Frontlines Youth  

    Group (grades 7th-12th) and Adult Bible Study.   

 

               Monday, September 18, 2017– Council Meeting 

 There will be a Council Meeting at 6:30 pm. 

 

 Sunday, September 24, 2017– Business Meeting 

 There will be a Business Meeting following the service at 11:30 am.  

 

  Tuesday, September 26, 2017– Fire with Friends 

  Join us at the Jones residence (3002 N. 154th Ave. Omaha, NE 68116) from 7:30-9:00 PM. Bring a lawn chair    

  and enjoy smores, fire, and great fellowship! 

       

Friday-Saturday, September 29-30, 2017– Community Event: Art of Marriage 

Marriage the way God intended it to be, is a true art form. The Art of Marriage weaves together expert          

teaching, real life stories, humorous vignettes, and more to portray both the challenges and the beauty of 

God’s design. Join us September 29th (7:00-9:00pm) and September 30th (9:00am-4:00pm) at Heritage Hill 

Church (6909 Cornhusker Rd., Papillion, NE 68133) to focus on your marriage. Please register at 

www.heritageaom2017.eventbrite.com.  

   

 Saturday, September 30,  2017– Food Pantry 

 Our Pantry will begin at 9:00 am! If you are interested in volunteering please contact the church office at    

 office@omahabbc.com.   
 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION 

August Offerings Received : 

8/6 – $7,953 

8/13– $4,054.11 

8/20 – $1,726.50 

8/27 – $1,751.00 

 

August Attendance : 

8/6 – 108 

8/13– 113 

8/20 – 100 

8/27– 85 

 

http://www.heritageaom2017.eventbrite.com
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Isaiah 44:21-23
 

 

Remember these 
things, Jacob, for you, 
Israel, are my servant. 
I have made you, you 
are my servant; Israel, 
I will not forget you. 
 
I have swept 
away your offenses 
like a cloud, your sins 
like the morning mist. 
Return to me, 
for I have                              
redeemed you. 
 
Sing for joy, you                   
heavens, for the 
Lord has done this; 
shout aloud, you 
earth beneath. 
Burst into song, you 
mountains, you forests 
and all your trees, 
for the Lord has           
redeemed Jacob, he 
displays his glory in 
Israel. 

SLT MINUTES AUGUST 2017 

LOOKING AHEAD 

October 28th- Our Pantry will begin at 9:00 am! If you are interested in volunteering please contact 

the church office at  office@omahabbc.com.   

October 28th- Join us in the south parking lot for trunk or treat! Look for more details in the upcoming 

bulletin’s.  

 

Present: Pastor John Sievering, Lorraine Arnett, Ron York, Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, John Watts and 

Ryan Carlson 

Devotions: Lorraine brought devotions.  She shared from a Max Lucado book about “Running the 

Race”. 

Minutes: Minutes from June were amended to remove a question that Ryan had left in there for Pas-

tor John. 

Financials were approved after a few questions about giving. 

Pastor Reports:  Pastor John shared some dreams or possible goals for the future.  Pastor John also 

shared his preaching schedule up to December and Advent season. 

Pastor Scott shared his ideas through email but was not present since he is on the youth mission trip. 

The next item was brought up by Jon Mayo, Moderator.  He had us discuss what the board perceived 

as going well, challenges that we see and opportunities we see in the church and community.  We had 

a good discussion that will hopefully give us some perspective as we move forward in the year. 

 New Business: The business meeting was set for Sept. 24th.  Council Meetings were set for 6:30 on 

Sept. 18th. 

The SLT approved adding Ernie Denniston to Fellowship Account as a signee.  Ernie was removed as a 

signee for Disbursement at the same time. 

The board discussed a possible use for the Fellowship Fund.  The board agreed to use some of the 

fund for a need within the church family. 

Items to/from Councils: SLT Council members are to notify council members of the 9/18 Council 

meetings. 

SLT Prayer Concerns:  Camp, Music Ministry/Leadership, Mission Trip to Kansas City area 

Next meeting: Sept. 11th, Devotions will be brought by Jon Mayo 

Submitted by Ryan Carlson 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

And the peace of God which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your mind in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:6-7 
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• Prayers for those attending Wednesday night activities relaunching this month.  

• Prayers for those with medical issues and recovering. 

• Prayers for block party to have an impact on the community and will give us opportunities to share Jesus with them.  

• Prayers for SLT Team: Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Lorraine Arnett, Rick Parks, Ron York,  Ryan Carlson, John Watts,    

Donna Donner. 

THANK YOU...THANK YOU...THANK YOU! 

HEART CHECKUP 

I can hardly believe that it is September! Summer has flew by and the brisk cold air is on it’s way. If you know me at all you 
know that I am always cold.  I am the person that smiles and enjoys the 102 degree days or has the heater on in the office 
when its 75 outside. Some say I am crazy, but what can I say I love the heat! To be honest as the weather starts to drop in the 
60’s I begin to complain. However, my words either good or bad are impacting others and my Spiritual growth. Yes even my 
negative words about the weather influence my walk with Christ. 
 
“When we take the time to examine the words we speak we recognize a correlation between what we say and our heart                
condition” (Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth). My complaining words stem from my discontented heart. However, if I would                  
express thankful words it would stem from a thankful heart. Instead of complaining about the weather I should be thankful 
that the Lord has provided warm clothes and boots to get me through it. Maybe you have a different struggle like a critical, 
impatient or angry heart. What words are being said due to your heart? Is the Lord calling you to have a heart checkup so the 
words that flow from it are filled with the Spirit? 
 
Psalm 139:23 says, “Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts”. God already knows your 
heart, thoughts and the words that you are going to say. However, once we recognize that we have a heart condition we need 
to do our best to make it right with Christ. Of course this is easier said than done, but I believe that God is calling us to really 
pay attention to our words. What we speak reveals our innermost thoughts and most importantly our heart. 
 
I hope that as the Lord works on my heart he will work on yours as well. Christ will strengthen your words, but only if we allow 
Him to. Are you ready for a heart check up? 
 
Tiffany Schlup 

Lloyd Reed has been a part of the Food Pantry since just after it began. After watching the 30-

pound boxes of food being carried up from the basement to the narthex, he proposed using a 

ramp that covered the flight of stairs allowing the boxes to be pulled up by use of a rope system. 

It also allowed the Food Bank delivery of boxed goods to slide  easily downstairs. Lloyd quickly 

became an integral part of the very labor-intensive Pantry operation, along with his buddies Ron, 

Ernie and Jon. In recent years he has been our Rotella bread guy, transporting 250 loaves of 

bread each month. Unfortunately Lloyd has decided it's time to give up his Pantry job. He will be 

greatly missed by everyone, and we wish him a very happy “retirement.” You have our sincerest 

thanks, Lloyd, for your years of unselfish service. 
 

-Food Pantry Ministry 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be 

pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.   

Psalm 19:14 
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SERVING OPPORTUNITIES...IS GOD CALLING YOU? 
 

  Food Pantry 

  The month of August we served 231 families; 611 people! We are in need of additional                 

  volunteers on Wednesdays  the week of Food Pantry for boxing at 6:00 pm.  If you are    

  interested in furthering the Kingdom by becoming a new volunteer please contact the   

  church office at 402-551-1512 or office@omahabbc.com.    

 

 

Coffee Bar 

Do you enjoy drinking coffee? We are looking for volunteers to manage the    

coffee bar on Sunday mornings. If you are interested please contact the   

church office at 402-551-1512 or office@omahabbc.com. 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & SERVING CHRIST 

For the Lord takes delight 

in his people; he crowns the 
humble with victory.  

Psalm 149:4 

A good name is more 
desirable than great 
riches; to be esteemed 
is better than silver or 
gold. 
 

Rich and poor have 
this in common: 
The Lord is the Maker 
of them all. 
 

The prudent see                  
danger and take                  
refuge, but the simple 
keep going and pay 
the penalty. 
 

Humility is the fear of 
the Lord; its wages 
are riches and                  
honor and life. 
 

In the paths of the 
wicked are snares and 
pitfalls, but those who 
would preserve their 
life stay far from them. 
 

Start children off on 
the way they should 
go, and even when 
they are old they will 
not turn from it. 
 

The rich rule over the 
poor, and the borrow-
er is slave to the                   
lender. 
 

Whoever sows injus-
tice reaps calamity, 
and the rod they wield 
in fury will be broken. 
 

The generous will 
themselves be blessed, 
for they share their 
food with the poor. 
 

Drive out the mocker, 
and out goes strife; 
quarrels and insults 
are ended. 
 

One who loves a pure 
heart and who speaks 
with grace will have 
the king for a friend. 
 

The eyes of 
the Lord keep watch 
over knowledge, 
but he frustrates the 
words of the                            
unfaithful. 

Proverbs 22:1-22  

Wisdom 



6  

September  

Anniversaries 

Bob & Roxanne Thomas– 
September 3rd 

Andrew & Cassie Nelson– 
September 10th 

Tim & Ann Herd–             
September 12th 

Rob & Nancy Berney– 
September 20th 

Mike & Becky DeMuth– 
September 27th 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

• Janet Bullock– September 1st 

• Jan Young– September 10th 

• Janice Reed– September 11th 

• Florence Adams– September 17th 

• Marilyn Carruth– September 19th 

• Eleanor Garrett– September 19th 

• Ann Herd– September 20th 

• Roxanne Thomas– September 24th 

• Jeff Crow– September 26th 

• Glen McWorter– September 30th 

Benson Baptist Church 
6319 Maple Street 
Omaha, Ne  68104 

 
Phone: 402-551-1512 

E-mail: office@omahabbc.com 

 


