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 “4th of July” 

Happy 4th of July!! It’s that time of year, fireworks and smoke explod-
ing in mid-air.  We hear the sounds of people saying “owww, ahhhh” at the 
beautiful ray of colors that the fireworks make in the night sky.  You can feel 
the excitement as you hear the wonderful patriotic music playing in the back-
ground.  Can you picture yourself there?  We’ve all been there.  In fact, we are 
probably making plans right now on where we’ll be for this year’s show.  I 
know where I will be for the 4th.  I will be camping in Northern Minnesota, 
watching the fireworks over beautiful northern lakes. 

There is nothing wrong with firework displays.  In fact, I like going 
and viewing them myself.  I’m that big kid who loves to hear the big “booms” in 
the night sky.  However, I do find myself thinking of one thing: people get so 
excited over a firework show, how can we bring this excitement over to minis-
try?  In other words, why can’t we hear the “owww & awwws” in God’s ministry 
and God’s work?  You see, we find most people don’t really get super excited 
about doing God’s work in the church, community, and/or our daily lives.  
They think church work or even ministry itself is too time consuming.  We 
don’t find crowds of people lined up to come into our church buildings.  We 
don’t hear the “owws & awws” when we see or hear God’s amazing blessings or 
miracles.  We just go about our daily lives thinking nothing about this.  Yet, 
when it comes to the 4th of July & fireworks, it’s just the opposite.  So, my ques-
tion is:  Why? 

I wish I had the answer to this.  I catch myself thinking and pondering 
on ways to bring excitement into ministry.  But, is this the answer?  Shouldn’t 
we be excited about doing God’s work in the first place?  You see, God paid the 
price for us by sending Jesus to die on the cross in our place.  He gave us eter-
nal life, and he offers us grace.  Now, I think we should be able to give God 
some credit and excitement for this payment.  We need to turn our 4th of July 
firework excitement into God’s excitement. 

I experienced God’s excitement this past week (June 16th – 21st) at 
Mid-High camp.  It was a great week, with 80 Jr. High students and 20 staff.  
Our theme for the week was “Not of this World”, which talked about living 
differently for Jesus.  I shared with the students what it means to surrender 
our things, and allow Jesus to use us for his Kingdom work.  Our lives should 
be “different” than the world wants us to live.  John 15:19 states,  

“If you belonged to the world, it would love you 
as its own.  As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world.  That is why the world 
hates you.”  

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 
Attendance & Offering *  Upcoming Events  

* Looking Ahead* SLT Minutes * Birthdays * Anniversaries 

Galatians 5:22  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,  

  

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 NIV  
 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  

And so we will be with the Lord forever.  

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & SERVING CHRIST 

MMCCC with Rev. Scott Jones of Benson Baptist serving as camp pastor the 
week of  (June 16-21) 80+ Mid-High Campers.  

“It was an amazing week at mid-high camp; I give God all the credit for the  deci-
sions made” says Pastor Scott.   

 I witnessed the Holy Spirit move in these students.  We had several 
students make 1st time commitments to Jesus and several others that rededi-
cated their lives.  By the end of the week, I saw God change students hearts 
and minds full circle.  Isn’t this exciting?  Shouldn’t we be saying “owws” & 
“awws” to all this.  Let us give God all the glory and praise for his work in these 
mid-high students.   

Again, “Happy 4th of July”!! I pray that you all will have a fun and safe 
holiday!! You all are more than welcome to join us here at Benson Baptist in a 
fun, crazy, exciting, and adventurous July!  If any of you would like to contact 
me, please feel free to give me a call, text, or email.  My door is always open. 

 

Scott Jones – Family Pastor  

Cell Phone # - 402-300-0705 

Email – familypastorscott@gmail.com 

Cont. Pastors Thoughts  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NIV&search=1%20Thessalonians%204:16-17
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/index.php?action=getVersionInfo&vid=31


FOR THE RECORD - JUNE 

June Attendance : 

6/2 - 70 

6/9 - 66 

6/16 - 72 

6/23 - 46 

6/30 - 79 

 

Thursday, July 4, 2019 - The Office will be closed 

The office will be closed due to holiday– Happy 4th of July!  

 

Tuesday, July 9, 2019 - SLT Meeting 

The SLT Meeting will be @ 7:00 pm. 
 

Sunday, July 14,  2019 - Quilting Ministry 

The Quilting Ministry will meet @ 11:30 am.  

All are welcome!  

Tuesday, July 16, 2019- FIRE WITH FRIENDS 

Fire with Friends will be held @ 7:00 pm –8:30 pm. 

At the Church– 6319 Maple St. 68104  

S'mores and drinks will be provided.  

Please bring your lawn chairs! 

 

Sunday, July 21, 2019 - CHURCH BUSINESS MEETING 

There will be a Church Business Meeting held following the morning 
worship services. We are asking that all the members of the congrega-
tion be in attendance– important decisions must be made.  

 

Monday, July 22, 2019 - Friday, July 26, 2019 

VBS—Vacation Bible School  

Vacation Bible School will meet from 6:00 pm –8:30 pm  M-F. 

 

Saturday, July 27, 2019 - BENSON DAYS PARADE  

The Benson Days Parade will be held Saturday, July 27, 2019. The 
BBC will participate in the parade/we will also have a booth (giving 
out bottled waters, hot dogs, candy  etc.  

Please be at the designated area by 9:30 am the parade 
starts at 10:00 am.  

 

 

June Offerings Received : 

6/2 – $8,550.00 

6/9 - $3,750.00 

6/16 - included in 6/23 

6/23 - 1,245.00 

6/30—included in 7/7 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION 

Romans 12:10 

Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.  

Saturday, August 3, 2019 & August 10, 2019  

 Softball Tournament—Baldwin Field  

Sunday, August 11, 2019 

 Quilting Ministry @ 11:30 am 

Wednesday, August 14, 2019 

 OPS begins– First Day of School  

Monday, August 26, 2019 

 B.N.A. Meeting @ 7:00 pm 

Saturday, August 31, 2019 

 FOOD PANTRY @ 9:00 am  

  

  1 Chronicles 29:11 NIV  
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty     
and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.                   
Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.  

Youth  Summer Program:  

 August 7– Mission Trip 

 

CONT. UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION 

FOOD PANTRY 

The month of  June we served many families.  

Praise the Lord! 

The July FOOD PANTRY:  

 Saturday, July 27, 2019 @ 9:00 am.  

 
 

The next FOOD PANTRY will be Saturday, August 31, 2019 @ 9:00 am.  

     LOOKING AHEAD - August 2019  

FAMILY  FORUM MEETING DATES:  

 Tuesday, July 2nd @ 10:00 am  

 Saturday, July 6th  @ 10:00 am 

 Sunday, July 7th @ 12:00 pm 

 Monday, July 8th @ 6:00 pm  

We encourage everyone to attend at least one of these meetings, but you 
are welcome to attend as many as you are able. The more members who 
attend these forums, the better work we’re going to be able to do! 

 

Saturday, July 27 &  Sunday July 28,  2019 ABMen Retreat  

The ABMen Retreat will be held at Camp Moses Merrill Saturday, July 27 & 
Sunday July 28 .  

 

Monday, July 29, 2019 -B.N.A. Meeting  

The Benson Neighborhood Association Meeting will be held @ 7:00 pm. 



SLT MINUTES JUNE 2019 
SLT Meeting Minutes, June 4, 2019 

 

Present: Deb Newell, Donna Donner, Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Mike De-
muth, Pastor John Sievering, Pastor Scott Jones, Ryan Carlson 
 

Jon Mayo opened the meeting. Ernie presented devotions on how believers 
come together to be the Body of Christ in this world, not just attend church. 
Church is not a spectator sport, but something to be experienced and participat-
ed in on a daily basis. Minutes of the May SLT meeting were approved by unani-
mous consent.  
 

Upcoming outreach events mentioned by Pastor Scott include Fire with Friends 
on June 11 and 25. Locations will alternate between the Jones’ home and the 
church. Pastor Scott is the Camp Pastor for the Mid High camp at Moses Merrill 
June 16-21. Vacation Bible School will be held July 22-26 with a video game 
theme; Pastor Scott and Marisa Carlson are organizing the event. Benson Days 
will be held Saturday July 27; our church will have a booth in the downtown 
festival as well as an entry in the parade. The Youth Mission Trip will be local 
this year, August 5-9. The plan is to work with churches to help the victims of 
flooding. Pastor Scott will be on vacation the first week of September. 
 

Pastor Scott mentioned that there has been a good response from church mem-
bers to fund camp scholarships, and to provide volunteer nursery workers. 
 

Pastor John will attend the ABC-USA Biennial Mission Summit June 21-23 in 
Virginia Beach, combining that trip with vacation time. He will leave June 17, 
returning June 30. He will be the Camp Pastor at Family Camp August 2-4. 
 

Pastor John proposed that we have a freeze on hiring for the custodian and 
nursery worker positions, until our financial situation is resolved. The SLT ap-
proved. Pastor John has been working with Jon Mayo on budget proposals and 
communication issues in preparation for upcoming meetings with church mem-
bers.  
 

The financial report showed that for the year through May, expenses have ex-
ceeded contributions by more than $19,766. While expenses are about $3,000 
below budget, contributions for the year are more than $22,700 below budget. 
The reserve funds held over from prior years have been depleted, and designat-
ed funds are being repurposed to cover necessary expenses. It appears that 
those funds will be depleted by the end of this year if our current trend contin-
ues. The SLT members reviewed alternatives for drastic budget reductions to 
meet expected contributions. 
 

Pastor John recommended a plan of action that includes: 40 days of prayer 
around weekly themes; SLT contacts with congregation members to identify 
concerns and commitments of the congregation; church family meetings to 
gather ideas, questions and concerns of church members; and a church Busi-
ness Meeting July 21 to vote on a budget plan. Prior to the business meeting, the 
SLT will meet to consider ideas proposed at the church family meetings, and 
determine a plan to present to the congregation. Pastor John asked the SLT 
members to make members aware of the seriousness of the financial picture 
while assuring them that we can resolve the problem together. 
 

Prayer concerns: Sum m er cam ps, 40 days of prayer , discernm ent in 
our decisions.  
 

Next SLT Meeting: Tuesday July 9 at 7:00pm. 
 

Ernie Denniston, Secretary 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

Family F. 

Meeting 

@ 10:00 

am 

3 4 

The office 

will be 

closed 

5 6 

Family F. 

Meeting @ 

10:00 am 

7 

Family F. 

Meeting 

@ 12:00 

pm 

8 

Family 

F. 

Meet-

ing @ 

6:00 pm 

9 

Bible Study 

@ 10:00 

am 

SLT 

Meeting 

@ 7:00 pm  

10 

Youth S. P. 

@ 6:30  

11 

Coffee Time 

@ 10:00 am 

12 13 

Softball 

Game @ 1:00 

pm & 3:00 

pm -B.F. 

14 

Quilting 

Ministry @ 

11:30 am  

15 16 17 

 

18 

Coffee Time 

@ 10:00 am 

Prayer 

Meeting @ 

3:00 pm 

19 20 

Softball 

Game @ 2:00 

pm - B.F. 

21 

Church 

Business 

Meeting 

@11:30 

am 

 

 

22 

 

 

VBS @ 

6:00 pm  

23 

Bible Study 

@ 10:00 

am 

 

 

 VBS @ 

6:00 pm  

24 

Food    

Pantry -

boxing @ 

6:00 pm  

 

VBS @ 

6:00 pm  

25 

Coffee Time 

@ 10:00 am 
 

 

VBS @ 6:00 

pm  

26 

Food  Pantry 

- setup @ 

9:00 am 

 

VBS @ 6:00 

pm  

27 

Food Pantry 

@ 9:00 am 

Benson Days  

Parade  @ 

10:00 am  

ABMen    

Retreat  - C. 

Moses Mer-

28 

ABMen    

Retreat  - C. 

Moses Mer-

rill  

29 30 31 

Youth  S. P. 

@ 6:30  

   

JULY 2019 



 

 

John & Stella Watts 

July 7 

David & Carol Brown 

July 31 

Happy Anniversary! 

 Happy Birthday! 

Cheryl Knudsen -July 3      Gloria Hauger - July 5 

Zaria Castaneda - July 5   Trey Carlson - July 7 

Jon Mayo - July 9              Barbara Thomas - July 17 

Keira Carlson - July 21      Patty DeFrancesco - July 22 

Gene Fox - July 25  Sean Watts - July 28 

Becca Jones - July 31 

John 13:35 

By this    everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  

1 Thessalonians 4:9 

Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you 
yourselves have been taught by God to love each other.  

This candle burns In Loving Memory of those who are for-
ever in our hearts:  

Mr. Edsel Buchanan - Mr. Terry Ronne  - Linda Stark 

Dee Pechar - Mr. Jim McLennan  - Sandy  Foral 

Helen Bottum 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday –Friday 

8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

BBC PRAYER CONCERNS 

Prayers for Pastors and their families. 
 

Prayers for those with medical issues and or recovering. 
 

Prayers for SLT Team:  
Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Deb Newell,  Mike DeMuth,  

Ryan Carlson, & Donna Donner. 
 

Prayers for worship leader and SLT Team. 
 

Prayer for the FLOOD victims. 
 

Prayers for all the members of the congregation. 

Special Prayer Request 

for our members who ill, suffering the loss of a loved one and or 
in recovery at this  time: 

Frank & Judie Heller, Doris Otte, Polly Briggs, Jodie McWhorter,  

Stella Watts, Marilyn Carruth , Joyce Gilliland, Ed Bullock, Nick Mayo, and 
Jeff Knudsen. 

 

Staff & Contact Info. 

John Sievering                     

Senior Pastor 

Pastor.john@omahabbc.com 

Scott Jones 

Family Pastor 

familypastorscott@gmail.com 

Marilyn McBride 

Office Administrator 

office@omahabbc.com 

Website 

www.omahabbc.com 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/Benson Baptist 

Twitter 

http://twitter.com/

BENSON BAPTIST CHURCH  

Benson Baptist Church 

6319 Maple Street 

Omaha, Ne  68104 
 

Phone: 402-551-1512 

E-mail: office@omahabbc.com 


