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 When I was growing up, I used to like going places with my 
dad. He always had interesting places to go, fun things to see, and new 
people to meet. I had a problem trying to walk with him, though; I 
couldn't keep up! His strides were so much longer than mine that I had 
to take three or four of my tiny steps to one of his giant ones. He wasn't 
walking fast or trying to leave me behind, I was just much smaller than 
him, and didn't know where he was going. 
 There is an interesting verse toward the end of Paul's letter to 
the Galatians talking about life in the Spirit of God. He says "Since we 
live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit." (Galatians 5:25) 
This comes immediately after the familiar passage about what a life in 
the Spirit looks like, the fruit of the Spirit. When I read this passage, I 
have in my mind an image of me walking with my dad as a kid: His 
long, easy strides, unhurried, but sure and confident; and my short, 
uncertain steps, fearful of getting lost or being left behind. What made 
all the difference is the fact that I would hold on tight to his hand. I 
knew that he wouldn't let go, and as long as he held on to me, I would-
n't go far off course or fall too far behind. 
 About once every generation or two, churches go through times 
of serious challenges. Existential challenges. Not just "what-color-
should-the-carpet-be" challenges, but "how-are-we-going-to-exist-in-
five-years" challenges. Some of you were around to remember the time 
Benson Baptist went through in the mid-sixties, and many more of you 
probably remember a more recent one. We're in one of those times 
now. Our expenses are far exceeding our income, and if we don't make 
a course correction, our excess funds will eventually run out. 
 I don't say this to scare you, because "God has not given us a 
spirit of fear, but a spirit of power, of love, and of self-discipline." (2 
Timothy 1:7) I tell you this because I believe that the Holy Spirit is tak-
ing us somewhere. We don't yet know where, or how we'll get there. 
But in order to get where the Spirit is taking us, we need to "walk in 
step with the Spirit." Over the next couple of weeks, I am going to pro-
pose that we as a church enter forty days to determined, focused prayer 
for our congregation. I will be working with the SLT to provide a prayer 
guide for anyone who is interested, and hosting some "family meet-
ings" where we can discuss our congregation's situation, possible paths 
forward, and what we believe the Spirit of God is calling us into.  
 I am confident that God has plans for Benson Baptist Church. 
Good news is being proclaimed, the hungry are being fed, and people 
are following Jesus. Good things are happening. The challenge of our 
time is to be led by the Spirit, keep in step with the Spirit, and be open 
to where the Spirit is taking us.  
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor John 

FOR THE RECORD - MAY 

May  Attendance : 

5/5 - 65 

5/12 - 82 

5/19 - 73 

5/26 - 56  

 

Saturday, June 1, 2019- Softball Games - begins 

Softball Games will be held every Saturday- times and locations will be 

updated in the Sunday bulletins.  

Monday, June 3, 2019 - Arts For All– Summer Begins 

Art For All @ 5:00 pm. 

Tuesday, June 4, 2019 - SLT Meeting 

The SLT Meeting will be @ 7:00 pm. 

Wednesday, June 5, 2019 

Youth (7th—12th) Sumer Program  

The Youth Summer Program will meet @ 6:30 pm  

Sunday, June 9, 2019- Quilting Ministry 

The Quilting Ministry will meet @ 11:30 am.  All are welcome!  
 

Tuesday, June 11, 2019- FIRE WITH FRIENDS 

Fire with Friends will be held @ 7:00 pm –8:30 pm. 

At the Church– 6319 Maple St. 68104  

S'mores and drinks will be provided. Please bring your lawn chairs! 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION 

May Offerings Received : 

5/5 - $7,030.00 

5/12 - $2,147.00 

5/19 - included in 5/26 

5/26 - $4,482.00 

Thursday, June 13, 2019—O.C.C. BBQ 

Holly & Jon Mayo will be hosting a BBQ here at the BBC on      

Thursday, June 13, 2019 from 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm. All proceeds will 

go towards Operation Christmas Child. All are welcome! 

Monday, June 24, 2019 -B.N.A. Meeting  

The Benson Neighborhood Association Meeting will be held @ 

7:00 pm. 



FOOD PANTRY 
 

The month of May we served many families.  

Praise the Lord! 
 

The June FOOD PANTRY:  

 Saturday, June  29, 2019 @ 9:00 am.  
 

The next FOOD PANTRY will be Saturday, July 27, 2019 @ 9:00 am.  

 

Wednesday, July 3, 2019 

 No Evening Activities - due to the holiday 

Thursday, July 4, 2019 

 Office Closed– due to the holiday– Happy 4th of July! 

Monday, July 22-26, 2019  

 VBS– Vacation Bible School  

Saturday, July 27, 2019 

 Benson Days –Parade - Booth 

 Food Pantry @ 9:00 am 

 ABMen Retreat 

Monday, July 29,  2019 

 B.N.A. Meeting @ 7:00 pm 

  
Tuesday, June 25, 2019- FIRE WITH FRIENDS 

Fire with Friends will be held @ 7:00 pm –8:30 pm. 

At Pastor Scott’s residence: 3002 N. 154th Ave. 68116  

S'mores and drinks will be provided. Please bring your lawn chairs! 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a 

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and under-

stand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my posses-

sions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love,        

I gain nothing.  

Mark 11:24 

Therefore I tell you whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have       

received it and it will be yours. 

     LOOKING AHEAD - JULY 2019  

SLT Minutes May  2019 
Spiritual Leadership Team Meeting 

Benson Baptist Church 

May 7, 2019 7:00 PM 

Present: Deb Newell, Donna Donner, Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Mike De-

muth, Pastor John Sievering, Pastor Scott Jones, Ryan Carlson  

The financial report showed that for the year through April, expenses have 

exceeded contributions by more than $9,000. While expenses are about 

$7,700 below budget, contributions for the year are more than $17,000 be-

low budget. The church has some reserves and designated funds that can be 

repurposed to cover necessary expenses, but it appears that those funds 

will be depleted by the end of this year if our current trend continues. The 

SLT members discussed how to resolve this difficult situation, and decided 

that the church may have to adopt a drastically lower budget if the financial 

situation does not improve. The discussion revolved around the effects on 

our ministries, staff and members if severe cuts are needed and if church 

giving does not return to budgeted levels. Since expenses are already below 

the current budget, there are few easy options. The SLT will continue to 

monitor expenses to look for opportunities to make significant reductions. 

The SLT members will also discuss how to make church members aware of 

the seriousness of the financial picture while assuring them that we can 

resolve the problem together. 

Jon Mayo opened the meeting. Donna presented devotions on setting aside 

a time for devotions and prayer, using Jesus as our model. Our joy is based 

on our relationship with Christ, and God comes near to us as we come near 

to Him. Minutes of the March SLT meeting were approved by unanimous 

consent. The April SLT meeting was not official, since a quorum was not 

present for the meeting. 

The SLT discussed issues around hiring for the custodian position at the 

church, in relation to a specific candidate who appears to be the best choice 

for the job. Pastor John reviewed with the SLT the selection process and 

qualifications of the candidates who were considered. Since Pastor John will 

supervise the custodian and provide a job description or list of responsibili-

ties, the issues were resolved.   

Upcoming outreach events mentioned by Pastor Scott include Fire with 

Friends which has had its first meeting. Locations will alternate between 

the Jones’ home and the church.  



  

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant  or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

Pastor Scott will be Camp Pastor for the Mid High camp at Moses Merrill 

June 16-21. Vacation Bible School will be held July 22-26 with a video 

game theme; Pastor Scott and Marisa Carlson are organizing the event. 

Benson Days will be held Saturday July 27; our church will have a booth in 

the downtown festival as well as an entry in the parade.  Pastor Scott has 

been asked to be a speaker at a youth conference for ABC Churches of 

New York in November. His expenses will be covered by the New York 

region. The SLT approved his absence on November 3 for the engagement. 

Pastor Scott provided a tentative list of youth who will attend summer 

camps, and asked the SLT about how to fund the camp expenses that go 

over budget, especially for those who cannot afford to pay any of the camp 

fees. It was decided by the SLT to ask church members to fund camp 

scholarships again this year, and the SLT will address any shortfall that 

occurs. 

Since our nursery worker left, Pastor Scott asked the SLT if he should try 

to fill the position. Gloria is the nursery director, and she has been filling 

in on Sunday. The SLT decided that Pastor Scott and the Education Council 

should try to get volunteer nursery workers for the near future. 

Pastor John will attend the ABC-USA Biennial Mission Summit June 21-23 

in Virginia Beach, combining that trip with vacation time. He will leave 

June 16 after church, returning June 30. 

As part of our Fresh Expressions-inspired outreach, Pastor John and Ryan 

Carlson hosted a game night, combining board and card games with gos-

pel conversations, meant to attract those who are interested in gaming 

but not traditional church services. They thought it went well, and the 

next one will be May 17.  

SLT members were given a list of congregation members that they should 

be in contact with, so that the SLT has better communication with the con-

gregation.  

Prayer concerns: Church finances; ministry opportunities; summer camps.  

Next SLT Meeting: Tuesday June 4 at 7:00pm. 

Ernie Denniston, Secretary 

Cont. SLT Minutes May  2019 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

S.B. Game    

2 3 

Arts For All 

@ 5:00 pm 

4 

SLT  Meet-

ing @ 7:00 

pm 

5 

Y. Summer 

Program @ 

6:30 pm 

6 

Coffee Time 

@ 10:00 am 

Prayer 

Meeting @ 

3:00 pm 

7 8 

S.B. Game    

9 

Quilting 

Ministry @ 

11:30 am 

10 

Arts For All 

@ 5:00 pm 

11 

Bible Study 

@ 10:00 am 

12 

Y. Summer 

Program @ 

6:30 pm  

13 

Coffee Time 

@ 10:00 am 

BBQ @ 

5:00 pm 

14 15 

S.B. Game    

16  

Happy 

Father’s 

Day! 

MID-High 

Summer 

Camp– C. 

17 

Arts For All 

@ 5:00 pm 

18 19 20 

Coffee Time 

@ 10:00 am 

Prayer 

Meeting @ 

3:00 pm 

21 22 

S.B. Game    

23 24 

Arts For All 

@ 5:00 pm 

B.N.A. 

Meeting @ 

7:00 pm 

25 

Bible Study 

@ 10:00 am 

26 

Food Pantry  

boxing @ 

6:00 pm 

Y. Summer 

Program @ 

6:30 pm 

27 

Coffee Time 

@ 10:00 am 

28 

Food Pantry 

setup @ 

9:00 am 

29 

Food Pantry 

@ 9:00 am 

S.B. Game    

30       

JUNE 2019 

  

Colossians 3:23-24 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not 
for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from 

the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.  

Important Dates:  

 June 4 - SLT Meeting @ 7:00 pm 

 June 5 - Y. Summer Program Begins @ 6:30 
pm 

 June 16-21– Mid-High Camp-C. Moses Merrill 

 June 29 -FOOD PANTRY @ 9:00 am 



BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & SERVING 

  

Joshua 1:9 

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go.  

Happy Anniversary!  Happy Birthday! 
 

Deajon Carson - June 2   

Bob Roose- June 4 

Ernie Denniston - June 5 

Patricia Coleman- June 6 

Sharr Crow- June 6 

Beverly Harrison- June 10 

Marilyn McBride- June 15 

Serina Castaneda- June 23 

Ada Mahrt- June 27 

Elaine Scott- June 27  

 

 

Dean & Phyllis 
Short  

June 12 

Monce & Serina 
Castaneda 

June 14 Office Hours: 
 

Monday –Friday 

8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

BBC PRAYER CONCERNS 

Benson Baptist Church 

6319 Maple Street 

Omaha, Ne  68104 
 

Phone: 402-551-1512 

E-mail: office@omahabbc.com 

Prayers for Pastors and their families. 
 

Prayers for those with medical issues and or recovering. 
 

Prayers for SLT Team:  
Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Deb Newell,  Mike DeMuth,  

Ryan Carlson, & Donna Donner. 
 

Prayers for worship leader and SLT Team. 
 

Prayer for the FLOOD victims. 
 

Prayers for all the members of the congregation. 

Special Prayer Request 

for our members who ill, suffering the loss of a loved one and or 
in recovery at this  time: 

Frank & Judie Heller, Doris Otte, Polly Briggs, Jodie McWhorter,  

Stella Watts, Marilyn Carruth , Dee Pechar, and Tracy Garrison. 
 

Staff & Contact Info. 

John Sievering                     

Senior Pastor 

Pastor.john@omahabbc.com 

Scott Jones 

Family Pastor 

familypastorscott@gmail.com 

Marilyn McBride 

Office Administrator 

office@omahabbc.com 

Website 

www.omahabbc.com 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/Benson Baptist 

Twitter 

http://twitter.com/

BENSON BAPTIST CHURCH  


