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SLT Prayer concerns 
 SLT nominations and election 
 Health of congregational members 
 Reconnecting with people during the holiday season  
 Budget process 

SLT Meeting  
The SLT Meeting will be held this Tuesday, January 05, 2021 at 
7pm.  

 
 

Church Business Meeting  
Church Business Meeting will be held Sunday, December 13, 
2020 immediately following service.  
 
 

 

Kids Club & Frontlines 
Kids Club & Frontlines will meet Wednesday , December 16, 2020 
@ 6:30 pm.  
 

The Food Pantry 
The next Food Pantry will be held Saturday, December 19, 2020 @ 
9:00 am.  The Food Pantry will be held (1) week prior due to 
the holiday. 
 

Bible Study 
Bible Study will be held Tuesday, December 22, 2020 @ 10:00 
am.  
 

Christmas Eve Service 
The Christmas Eve Service Thursday, December 24, 2020 @ 
6:00 pm.  It is TBD whether the service will be held in house/
online or both. 
 

The Office will be Closed 
The Office will be closed Friday December 25, 2020 & Friday, 
January 1, 2021 due to the holidays.   
 
 
 

because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun 
will come to us from heaven, to shine on those living in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of 
peace (Luke 1:68-79 NIV). Zechariah’s song tells us that John 
came to prepare the way for the Lord by calling people to re-
pentance and guiding us into the path of peace. Peace. We hear 
the word so often this time of year: “Praises be to God and King 
and peace to men on earth; Hail the newborn Prince of Peace; 
Sleep in heavenly peace.” But what kind of peace did John come 
to guide us into? This long-awaited son left his parents to pur-
sue a lifestyle completely different from theirs. He turned his 
back on the established Jewish religion of his day to join a radi-
cal fringe group. The message John preached was a harsh. He 
confronted people who were complacent in their religion and 
ultimately this “prophet of the Most High” was beheaded at the 
whim of a vindictive woman and a lecherous man. Is this the 
kind of peace we extol in our hymns and on our Christmas 
cards? Where is the happy ending? This is the shalom of God. It 
is a peace that costs us something, that insists on repentance 
from sin, that requires justice for the oppressed, help for the 
poor, protection for the vulnerable and absolute commitment to 
God’s Kingdom. This is a peace that shakes the very foundations 
of those who are powerful and comfortable and puts at risk 
those who proclaim it. Where is the happy ending? The happy 
ending depends on our faithfulness and our true commitment to 
the peace of God. 

 

 
 

PRAYER 
Jesus, Prince of Peace, 
We have two choices this Christmas.                                                                
We can pretend that all is nice and pretty or we can admit that 
this world is in desperate need of true peace, repent, and com-
mit ourselves to being operatives of your Kingdom on earth.                                                                  
Help us to hear the call that the baby John was born to bring us.                                                            
Amen. 
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Sermon-Scripture 

“Jesus’ Birth Announced”  

Luke 1:26-45  

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 
with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pon-
dered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him  Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his an-
cestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 
he will be called Son of God.  And now, your relative Elizabeth in 
her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be impossi-
ble with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. decks himself with a garland, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its 
shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so 
the  Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up 
before all the nations.  

 

Benediction 

 
May the Love of God and the Peace of Christ and the Fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you now and always. Go in peace. 
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THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP 
 

December 20, 2020 
 

WELCOME 

Advent Week 4 

“Jesus’ Birth Announced”  
 

Call to Worship 

Song 

We Three Kings 

Prayers 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Song 

The First Noel 

Advent Reading 

THE REQUIREMENTS OF PEACE 

LUKE 1:68-79 

Sermon-Scripture 

“Jesus’ Birth Announced”  

Luke 1:26-45  

BENEDICTION 

Order Of Worship They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. 
 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel 

 

And by the light of that same star 
Three wise men came from country far; 

To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star wherever it went. 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel 

 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
O'er Bethlehem it took it rest, 

And there it did both stop and stay 
Right over the place where Jesus lay. 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel 
Born is the King of Israel 

ADVENT READING 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF PEACE 

LUKE 1:68-79 
 

Elizabeth and Zechariah dedicated their son and named “John.” 
And Zechariah found his voice: Praise be to the Lord, the God of 
Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people. He has 
raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant Da-
vid, (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation 
from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us, to show 
mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath 
he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of 
our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in holi-
ness and righteousness before him all our days. And you, my child, 
will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before 
the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the 
knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins,  
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Welcome and Call to Worship 

Advent Week 4    “Jesus’ Birth Announced” 
 

Song 

We Three Kings 
 

We three kings of Orient are; 

Bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

Following yonder star. 
 

O star of wonder, star of light, 

Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain 

Gold I bring to crown Him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, 

Over us all to reign. 
 

O star of wonder, star of light, 

Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Frankincense to offer have I; 

Incense owns a Deity nigh; 

Prayer and praising, voices raising, 

Worshipping God on high. 
 

O star of wonder, star of light, 

Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume 

Breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
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Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

Sealed in the stone cold tomb. 
 

O star of wonder, star of light, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Glorious now behold Him arise; 
King and God and sacrifice; 

Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Sounds through the earth and skies. 

  

O star of wonder, star of light, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light 

 
 

Prayers 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Song 

The First Noel 
 

The First Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds 

 In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep,  
On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel 


