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On the wall in my study, I have hanging a copy of my favorite painting, The Starry 

Night by Vincent van Gogh. It is one of the most recognized paintings in the world, so most 

people don’t realize the pain and failure that went into its making. During his lifetime, van 

Gogh was not considered a success. He sold very few paintings, and most of those he sold to 

his brother Theo, an art dealer. Vincent struggled with depression throughout his life and The 

Starry Night itself, as with many of his most well-known paintings, is a view from the asylum at 

Saint-Remy where he had committed himself. Van Gogh lived, by all accounts, a painful life, 

and never saw the full fruits of his hard work. As far as he knew, he died a failure. And yet his 

work would go on to become some of the most well-known and appreciated in the Western 

world. 

 Jesus came to establish a kingdom that he called “the kingdom of God” or in the gospel 

of Matthew “the kingdom of heaven.” In his teachings about that kingdom he said that it 

would not grow the way the Roman empire had grown, through strength and domination.  

Instead, Jesus said, his kingdom would grow like a tiny seed buried in the ground; it would 

grow slowly, almost imperceptibly, in darkness and hiddenness. Jesus’ own life exemplified 

this kind of kingdom: rather than conquer through military strength, economic growth, or 

even spiritual power (see Luke 4), Jesus conquered through death, shame, and failure. Jesus 

conquered through dying at the hands of the powerful in a way that the religious people said 

made him cursed.  

 We may have success in the world, or our lives may be (like van Gogh’s and Jesus’) 

marked by shame and failure. But it is never too late for us to invest in the things that really 

matter; it is never too late to seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness. So if you find 

yourself today broken, know that God’s kingdom is growing in and among you, and God will 

redeem even your brokenness to heal the world. He is making all things new.  

Pastor John 

 

 

Staff & Contact Info. 
 

John Sievering 
Senior Pastor 
Pastor.john@omahabbc.com 
 

Scott Jones 
Family Pastor 
familypastorscott@gmail.com 
 

Tiffany Schlup 
Office Administrator 
office@omahabbc.com 
 

Website 
www.omahabbc.com 

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/

BensonBaptist 

Twitter 
http://twitter.com/

DirectorofComm 
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FOR THE RECORD  -  JULY 

 

    Tuesday, August 1, 2017– National Night Out 

     Join us in the south parking lot at 6:00 PM for a community-building event that promotes local  

     partnerships to help make our neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live. Come meet your neighbors and   

     enjoy a root beer float! 
 

   Monday-Friday, August 7-11, 2017– Frontlines Mission Trip 

   We will be heading to Stillwell, KS (South Suburb of Kansas City) to work with Stillwell Baptist Church with their   
   food pantry ("Harvesters").  We will leave Monday, August 7th at 8 AM from Benson Baptist, and arrive back to    
   Benson Baptist Friday, August 11th around 12 PM.  The cost is: $60/student for a fun day & meals.  Lodging will  
   be at Stillwell Baptist Church.  We will have a quick meeting next Wednesday, August 2nd after youth to give  
   final details.  

     

      Thursday, August 17, 2017– Fire with Friends 

       Join us at the Jones residence (3002 N. 154th Ave. Omaha, NE 68116) from 7:30 - 9:00 PM. Bring a lawn chair        
   and enjoy smores, fire, and great fellowship!  
 

  Saturday, August 26,  2017– Food Pantry 

  Our Pantry will begin at 9:00 am! If you are interested in volunteering please contact the church office at    

  office@omahabbc.com.   
 

  Sunday, August 27, 2017– Worship Service In the Park 

  Our Worship Service will be at Cooper Farm (8502 Mormon Bridge Rd, Omaha, NE 68152) at 10:15 AM.  Please     

  note that there will be no Sunday School this week. See you there!  
 

    Tuesday, August 29, 2017– Fire with Friends 

     Join us at the Jones residence (3002 N. 154th Ave. Omaha, NE 68116) from 7:30 - 9:00 PM. Bring a lawn chair  
    and enjoy smores, fire, and great fellowship!  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION 

July Offerings Received : 

7/2 – $8,191.20 

7/9– $3,768.25 

7/16–$2,354.04 

7/23– $1,253.96 

7/30-$5,284.71 

July Attendance : 

7/2– 101 

7/9– 121 

7/16– 105 

7/23– 113 

7/30– 117 

LOOKING AHEAD 

September 6– We will have a block party in the south parking lot at 6:30 pm! Come out and enjoy all the festivities including a 

bounce house, snacks, lawn games and more. See you there! 

September 13– Our Wednesday Night activities will begin! Join us at 5:30 pm for a meal with buddy and friends. Then stay after 

for KIDS Club, Frontlines and Adult Bible Study.   

September 29-30– Community Event: The Art of Marriage is a marriage conference that will be held at Heritage Hill Church 

(6909 Cornhusker Rd, Papillion, NE 68133) . This video series put on by family life will weave together expert teaching, real-life 

stories, humorous vignettes, and more to portray both the challenges and the beauty of God’s design. Come out and learn to-

gether God’s masterpiece and design for marriage with a cost of $20 per couple beginning September 29th @ 7:00 pm and Sep-

tember 30th at 5:00 pm. Please register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/heritage-hill-art-of-marriage-2017-tickets-

35523610074 . 
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1 Thessalonians  

               5:12-24 
 Now we ask you, 
brothers and           
sisters, to acknowledge 
those who work 
hard among you, who 
care for you in the 
Lord and who admon-
ish you. 

 

Hold them in the high-
est regard in love be-
cause of their work. 
Live in peace with each 
other.  
 

And we urge you, 
brothers and sisters, 
warn those who are 
idle and disruptive, 
encourage the dis-
heartened, help the 
weak, be patient with 
everyone.  
 

Make sure that nobody 
pays back wrong for 
wrong, but always 
strive to do what is 
good for each oth-
er and for everyone 
else. 
 

Rejoice always, pray 
continually, give 
thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is 
God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
Do not quench the 
Spirit. Do not treat 
prophecies with con-
tempt but test them 
all; hold on to what is 
good, reject every kind 
of evil. 
 

May God himself, the 
God of peace, sanctify 
you through and 
through. May your 
whole spirit, soul and 
body be kept blame-
less at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
The one who calls you 
is faithful, and he will 
do it. 

SLT MINUTES JULY 2017 

Present: Pastor John Sievering, Pastor Scott Jones, Lorraine Arnett, Donna Donner, Ron York, Ernie Den-

niston, Jon Mayo, John Watts and Ryan Carlson 

Devotions: Ernie brought devotions.  He talked about 3 traits of a Jesus kind of church.  Those are; 

Merciful Love 

Patient Love 

Accommodating Love 

Minutes: Minutes from June were amended to show Rick Parks brought the devotions rather than Don-

na Donner. 

Ron Fenton joined the meeting to share some things about Property.  One issue is the undermining of 

cement in various locations on the property.  He is looking at getting someone in to look at it and come 

up with some bids.  After the most recent hail Ron believes the sign on the Family Life Center will need 

to be replaced.  He is getting an adjustor out.  Ron shared concerns with the apartment dwellers next 

door using the grass and lot East of the Family Life Center.  They have had someone sleeping in a van 

there, left flammable liquids there and also have a wading pool there.  Pastor John mentioned that he 

will try to engage them in a positive conversation as their neighbor about the concerns 

Pastor Reports:  Pastor Scott shared a recap of the last month and a look at what is coming up.  He 

brought attention to our Purpose, Mission and Vision and how we are doing on those.  Encouraged us 

not to lose sight of those.  He also brought up that he is evaluating past and current activities to see 

what has worked, what could be tweaked and what might need to be dropped.  Some other concerns 

related to visitors were; signs/maps for Sunday School classes, nametags for Greeters at Coffee Bar, 

etc. everyone being sure to engage new faces when they see them. 

Pastor John shared a concern with a student during Sunday School. He also shared the visits he has 

been making as well as the data gathering he has been doing on who is involved in which activities, the 

current calendar of the church, etc. to get a better feel for what Benson Baptist currently does.  He is 

also learning about the current leadership and authority structure. 

A change to the office schedule was discussed, having to do with safety and availability concerns. The 

congregation will be notified of any significant changes made. 

Upcoming sermons will be over the Book of Acts.  We will then move into a series on “Imagining the 

Kingdom” after Sept. 6th and before Advent.  

New Business:  The Music Ministry was discussed.  Pastor John had said he would help on an interim 

basis but we had always intended that being heavily involved in that was not what he was being called 

for.  We started by brainstorming what is the purpose of the Music Ministry.  Next we went into rea-

sons why the program is important.  Next we brainstormed needs for a successful Music Ministry.  To 

move forward on this Pastor John, Jon Mayo and Ryan Carlson will work on a survey to give to church 

participants to get their feedback on what they believe about a successful Music Ministry.  After col-

lecting that info the SLT will look at results in September and then bring results back to the congrega-

tion at the September business meeting. 

A concern was brought forth about an attendee being bumped by an excited student.  It was agreed 

that we like the energy, just need to remind individuals of correct times and places to show it. 
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• Prayers for music ministry, leadership, and the Kansas City Mission Trip.  

• Prayers for those with medical issues and recovering. 

• Prayers for block party to have an impact on the community and will give us opportunities to share Jesus with them.  

• Prayers for SLT Team: Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Lorraine Arnett, Rick Parks, Ron York,  Ryan Carlson, John Watts,    

Donna Donner. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN...SCHOOL! 

SLT MINUTES JULY CONTINUED 2017 

THANK YOU! 

It’s that time of year again when summer starts to come to an end and that six letter word begins… School. I know growing up I 
never wanted summer to end. Mostly because I have always loved the heat and running around in my bare feet. Something I am 
beginning to realize through mentoring young girls, is that our children are not always equipped with the tools that they need to 
fight spiritual warfare at school (I say “our children” because if they are in the church we are accountable as a church to point 
them to Christ).  
 

Kids are put in a war zone everyday pushing them to fit in with their generation and “social norms” of todays society. Sometimes 
we think man I wish I was a kid again life was so easy. Yes in many ways that’s true, but I believe that it is one of the hardest       
stages in life. It is a time when you are trying to figure out who you are and whose you are. They are surrounded by so many        
others that are not Biblically grounded and they have a choice to take a stand or go along with the crowd. Something my dad 
told me almost everyday before I left for school was “take a stand even if you are standing alone”. I listened to his words of             
wisdom and it cost me… friends, popularity, acceptance, etc. However, those words and the scriptures my parents taught me are 
what stuck. Reading the bible and praying with your child is so important. When they are having a difficult day and they feel 
alone they will turn to prayer and God’s Word to sustain them. God’s Word will always prove true when it is spoken in to the life 
of a child.  
 

Proverbs 22:6 says, “Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it”.  Raising 
children with the instruction from God’s Word needs to come first from the parents and then from the church. The Biblical   
foundation is laid down at home and the church is there to reinforce it. Which means children even at a young age are observing 
and learning how people in the church interact with one another. Whether you know it or not children are always looking to see 
how you will react in a situation and if it is done in a loving way or not. I hope that the Lord will speak through you allowing your 
words to be wise and your instructions to be given with kindness.  
 

As summer comes to a close and the School year begins equip, pray, read God’s Word and live it out by example for children to 
follow. 
 

Tiffany Schlup 

A special thank you to our church clean up day volunteers Barb Repair, Maria 
Chaplain, Sunday Chaplain, Ethan Timm, Jon Mayo, Holly Mayo, and Ernie                  
Denniston!  We are so thankful to have such dedicated individuals to ensure 
that Christ’s church is kept tidy. Thank you for all your hard work! 

Items to/from Councils: The Education Council mentioned that they had interviewed two candidates for the Nursery 

position and had selected Mallory Eddy.  She began working at the beginning of July and is adjusting well with her 

knowledge and experience. 

The Support Council will also work on following through on signage in the lot so that people know when it is appropriate 

to park South of the church. 

SLT Prayer Concerns:  Camp, Music Ministry/Leadership, Mission Trip to Kansas City area 

Next meeting: August 7th, Devotions will be brought by Lorraine Arnett 

Submitted by Ryan Carlson 
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Proverbs 10:27-32 

The fear of the Lord adds 

length to life, but the 

years of the wicked are 

cut short. 

 

The prospect of the  

righteous is joy, but the 

hopes of the wicked 

come to nothing. 

 

The way of the Lord is a 

refuge for the blameless, 

but it is the ruin of those 

who do evil. 

 

The righteous will never 

be uprooted, but the 

wicked will not remain in 

the land. 

 

From the mouth of the 

righteous comes the fruit 

of wisdom, but a                 

perverse tongue will be 

silenced. 

 

The lips of the righteous 

know what finds favor, 

but the mouth of the 

wicked only what is               

perverse. 

 

 

SERVING OPPORTUNITIES...IS GOD CALLING YOU? 
 

        Food Pantry 

   The month of July we served 202 families; 574 people! We are in need of                   

additional volunteers on Wednesdays  the week of Food Pantry for boxing at 6:00 

pm.  If you are interested in furthering the Kingdom by becoming a new volunteer 

please contact the church office at 402-551-1512 or office@omahabbc.com.    

 

 Greeter 

  Do you enjoy drinking coffee? We are looking for volunteers to manage the    

  coffee bar on Sunday mornings. If you are interested please contact the   

  church office at 402-551-1512 or office@omahabbc.com. 

  

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & SERVING CHRIST 

Wait on the Lord and be of good courage, 

and He will strengthen your heart.  

Psalm 27:14 
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August  

Anniversaries 

Gary & Barb Repair–  

August 25th 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

• Mike DeMuth– August 4th 

• Edsel Buchanan– August 6th 

• Andrew Nelson– August 9th 

• Mary Fenton– August 10th 

• Jeff Knudsen– August 10th 

• Becky DeMuth– August 11th 

• Lorraine Arnett– August 13th 

• Karen Drake– August 15th 

• Stephanie Sievering– August 16th 

• Phyllis Short– August 30th 

Benson Baptist Church 
6319 Maple Street 
Omaha, Ne  68104 

 
Phone: 402-551-1512 

E-mail: office@omahabbc.com 

 


