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Spring is one of my favorite times of the year. After months of cold and snow and ice 

and darkness, the earth begins to come alive again. New things grow, the sun comes 

out from behind the clouds, and we are warmed by its light. This has always seemed 

to me to be a miraculous transformation: dead things coming to life, new green 

shooting up from the ground, and the persistent freeze giving way to sunshine on our 

faces. When my family and I lived in South Texas, spring was one of the things I 

missed the most. Winter there consisted of cooler weather and lots of rain, but the 

temperature rarely dipped below freezing and then rose again after only a couple of 

months. Although I didn’t realize it at the time, what I really missed was the new life 

of spring. Because nothing had died, nothing could come back to life. 

In John chapter twelve, Jesus said “Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and 

dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.” The death 

of the seed is not just an accident, a mistake that the seed should be fighting against; 

the death of the seed is part of its purpose. The seed is, in fact, designed to die so 

that it might produce new life; and that same principle holds true for us as well. 

When Jesus called us to be his disciples, he said, “Whoever wants to be my disciple 

must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” The cross is an                     

instrument of death. The cross means dying to ourselves. In the second chapter of 

Galatians, Paul put it this way: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 

but Christ lives in me.” Or as Dietrich Bonhoeffer paraphrased it, “When Jesus calls a 

man, he bids him come and die.” 

This is counterintuitive. We have been conditioned to hate and fear anything that 

asks us to deny ourselves; we have been conditioned to hate and fear anything that 

might lead us to a cross. But we must remember that the denying is not the point; 

the cross is not the point; the death itself is not the point: the point is resurrection. 

Jesus is not telling us to deny ourselves arbitrarily; Jesus is just describing what the 

process of resurrection looks like. Without denial of self, there can be no true                      

discipleship; without the cross there can be no crown; without death, there can be no 

resurrection. 

So this spring, as you tend to the growth in your gardens, as you mow the fresh, 

green grass in your lawn, and as you watch the new life spring up all around you,                

remember the winter. Remember the death that preceded this life. Remember your 

baptism and the death that it symbolized, and ask God what in us might need to die 

for resurrection to take place. 

-Pastor John Sievering 
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FOR THE RECORD  -  MARCH 

  Sunday, April 1, 2018– Easter Sunday! 

  Easter! We will have a Sunrise Service the church at 7:00 am, Then breakfast  (free will donation for Costa Rica    
Mission Trip) at 8:00 am, Egg Hunt at 9:00 am, and service at 10:15 am.  

  
     Monday, April 2, 2018– Office Closed 
     The office will be closed the day after Easter. Thanks! 

        
   Wednesday, April 18, 2018– Wednesday Night Potluck 
   Our next potluck will be Wednesday, April 18, 2018 from 5:45-6:30 pm. Please bring a main dish and side to      
    share by 5:45 pm.  
 
   Thursday, April 19, 2018– Fire with Friends 

               Join us at the Jones Residence (3002 N. 154th Ave. Omaha, NE 68116) at 7:30 pm. Please bring a lawn chair.    
               See you there! 

 
         Tuesday, April 24, 2018– Prayer Pal Party 
         The prayer pal party will be at 7:00 pm in the FLC. Please bring 2 gifts (1 gift for who had you and 1 gift for who   
         you had). 
 

     Friday-Saturday, April 27-28, 2018– ABC Region Convention 
     Join us for the region convention at Second Baptist Church (525 N. 58th St. Lincoln, NE 68505)! For registration     
     and more details please visit the region website (Link below).  
     http://abcnebraska.com/wp/2018/02/19/2018-region-convention/ 

 
       Saturday, April 28, 2018– Food Pantry 

       Our Pantry will begin at 9:00 am! If you are interested in volunteering please contact the church office at     
       office@omahabbc.com. 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION 

March Offerings Received : 

3/4– $ 8,626.32 

3/11– Sum included in 3/18 

3/18– $5,026.00 

3/25– $2,404.87 

 

March Attendance : 

3/4– 103 

3/11– 73 

3/18– 84 

3/25–103 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

May 2nd, 9th, 23rd– Calling all volunteers! We need volunteers to sign up for Wednesday Night Meals May 2nd, 9th & 23rd. 

Please see Pastor Scott if you would be willing to make a meal. Thanks! 

May 5th– The ABWA will have a meeting in the FLC at 10:00 am. For additional questions please see Donna Donner. 

May 16th- Our next potluck will be Wednesday, May 16, 2018 from 5:45-6:30 pm. Please bring a main dish and side to 

share by 5:45 pm.  

May 20th– Graduation Sunday! If you have a 2018 High School or College graduate please let the office know so we can                

recognize them. We will have cake and punch after the service. 

May 23rd– Last day of Wednesday Night Activities before summer begins! 

May 26th-Our Pantry will begin at 9:00 am!  

May 28th– The office will be closed in observance of Memorial day. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi9wtHWi8nZAhUSxWMKHedSBMUQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fjesus-tomb&psig=AOvVaw1rraXkyBmmzr2psRTm4-Db&ust=1519923821590807
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj-t8-YjMnZAhUR3GMKHXk7AyIQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sosseafest.org%2F10949%2Ffire-clipart-free-11-12-2017%2Fnew-fire-clipart-free-36-on-clip-art-with-fire-
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjt6dnGjMnZAhVRx2MKHcB4DhEQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foodpantries.org%2Fci%2Ftx-clute&psig=AOvVaw3pwDn1w2IfxmkgHBTN5EiB&ust=1519924060883145
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SLT MINUTES MARCH 2018 

 

 

Matthew 28:1-8 
 

Early on Sunday                   
morning, as the new day 
was dawning, Mary  
Magdalene and the           
other Mary went out to 
visit the tomb. 

Suddenly there was a 
great earthquake! For an 
angel of the Lord came 
down from heaven, 
rolled aside the stone, 
and sat on it.  
 

His face shone like               
lightning, and his                
clothing was as white as 
snow.  
 

The guards shook with 
fear when they saw him, 
and they fell into a dead 
faint. 
 

Then the angel spoke to 
the women. “Don’t be 
afraid!” he said. “I know 
you are looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified.  
 

He isn’t here! He is risen 
from the dead, just as 
he said would happen. 
Come, see where his 
body was lying.  
 

And now, go quickly and 
tell his disciples that he 
has risen from the dead, 
and he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee. You will 
see him there.                       
Remember what I have 
told you.” 
 
The women ran quickly 
from the tomb. They 
were very frightened but 
also filled with great joy, 
and they rushed to give 
the disciples the angel’s 
message.  

SUMMER CAMPS @ MOSES MERRILL  

Be sure to check out the camps at Camp Moses Merrill www.campmerrill.com! If you                 
register before May 15th you will receive a $25 discount on week long camps. 

CAMP SCHEDULE 
June 10-15: Mission Camp (8th-12th Grade) 
June 10-12: JAM I Camp (1st-3rd Grade) 
June 13-15: JAM II Camp (4th-6th Grade) 
June 17-22: Mid High Camp (7th-9th Grade) 
June 24-29: Music & Drama Camp (4th-12th Grade) 
July 8-13: Junior Camp (4th-6th Grade) 
July 15-20: Senior High Camp (10th-12th Grade) 
July 29-31: Family Camp I (All Ages) 
July 31-Aug 3: Family Camp II (All Ages) 
Aug 3-5: Family Camp III (All Ages) 

Present: Pastor John Sievering, Pastor Scott Jones, Lorraine Arnett, Ron York, Ernie                    
Denniston, Jon Mayo, Rick Parks and Ryan Carlson  

Devotions: Rick Parks brought the devotions for the month. Minutes: The minutes from 
February were approved. These were very short as we only met for a few minutes during 
the leadership retreat to discuss finances.  

Financials were discussed next. We are around $2,000 in the black at the end of February.  

Pastor Reports:  

Pastor Scott shared info on the previous month and upcoming activities in March. He 
mentioned that this coming week Pastor John will be on vacation so Caleb Cornelius from 
Camp Merrill will be sharing with the church about camp activities this coming year. He 
also mentioned the Easter activities that are scheduled and are still in the planning               
process. He also mentioned that after Easter he will take his family to Colorado to visit 
extended family.  

Pastor John did not bring an individual report because he shared a lot of that info in the 
discussion of the Vision Dinner and next steps.  

Next, Jon shared some resources that can be helpful when we hear complaints or                  
concerns, or feel disappointed about one thing or another in church. He gave them simply 
as a resource for ourselves or someone else who might feel that way. The articles pointed 
out that even when things seem to be going well there are still things that can upset   
people within a church.  

“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in 

him. They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by 
the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green.                

It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” 

Jeremiah 17:7-8 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.campmerrill.com%2F&h=ATOdErmRoGDInHBnRDeSYxYfMkrPkEEzNyWoOdQogz1BJHDTjF9bJEwjE0vi1n8PlBMjnix1kr1NlZCl__LWg0Ebmhr9HdBZJSMCrRVeZzfH_QClJP17MpEbphP-IlfDKMghuTRP1xycNtTt6n3sKdeCtVPTkt6pWTPW0FbkQIwh1tT-YBOljzDA-BZWyr
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 Prayers for those with medical issues and recovering. 

 Prayers for SLT Team: Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Lorraine Arnett, Rick Parks, Ron York,  Ryan Carlson, Donna Donner. 

 Prayers for worship leader and SLT Team. 

 Prayers for Pastors and their families. 

YOUR STORY 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

SLT MINUTES MARCH CONTINUED 2018 

After this we debriefed the Vision Dinner. We shared our general perceptions of the discussion at our tables. We 
also discussed ways to try to meet the needs of our current church members and those we want to share God’s love 
with in the community. There will be a meeting next week on 3/14 for some who have shown an interest in helping 
to start a service that will have less barriers for those outside the church.  

New Business: We had a quick discussion about a tax issue from 2015 that we were notified of. Finance has taken 
care of the issue but they are investigating to make sure that any issues won’t occur again.  

Old Business: None.  

New Members: Jim & Deb Newell  

Baptismal Candidates: 4 individuals in the current class  

SLT Prayer Concerns: Grace, Courage and Wisdom as we move forward, prayers for new babies and their families, 
prayers for baptismal candidates, Youth Retreat.  

Next meeting: April 9th, Devotions will be brought by Donna Donner Jon closed us in prayer.  

Submitted by Ryan Carlson  

Do you ever wish there was a pass button for difficulties in life? Life may not contain this button, but the amazing thing is that God uses                      

difficulties, mistakes and failures to drawl us and others closer to Christ. It’s so important to share our experiences with other believers that may 

be going through something similar. It is by sharing our stories that our painful past does not  become someone else’s future. Have you ever 

considered that maybe you experienced situations in order to be able to witness to others? To be able to share in their pain and show them how 

God brought you through it. 

There are things in this life that can lead to destruction, but God always has a way to restore. Genesis 50:20 says, “You intended to harm me, but 

God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives”. You can help so many people by sharing your story so 

that others can learn from it. I believe God a redemption story for all of us. However, the redemption only comes after we claim victory in Him. 

Philippians 3:13b-14, “ But I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of 

the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us”. That means we can’t allow our past to control who 

God calls us to be in the future. Does that mean we forget our past? No, but we can’t allow our past to define who we are “A Child of God”. We 

were chosen for a purpose... to build His Kingdom!  

You can build His Kingdom by having the Holy Spirit live in you. Ephesians 4:30 says, “And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way 

you live. Remember, He has identified you as his own, guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of  redemption”. Your story will have so 

much meaning to others, but there has to be an obvious change from your past and now for people to really believe it. The only way this can 

happen is if God has truly intervened and redeemed your story. Has He changed your attitude, heart, words, etc.? Whatever it is that the Lord 

has redeemed in you share with others so they can see how God has moved in your life! People can argue theology, but they can’t argue how 

God has worked in your life if they see the fruit. 

-Tiffany Schlup 
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SERVING OPPORTUNITIES...IS GOD CALLING YOU? 
 

Food Pantry 

The month of March we served 120 families; 312 people!  
 

Would you like to be a part of this Ministry by donating? 
 

We would be so grateful for donations of the following: 

     *Cereal                                     *Peas 

     *Macaroni and cheese     *Spaghetti sauce 

     *Canned Beans       *Peanut Butter 

     *Green Beans                   *Instant Potatoes 

     *Corn         *Rice Stuffing 

                 *Main dish (ravioli, hamburger helper, spaghetti O’s, etc.) 
 

Donations can be dropped off at the church Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM-1:00 PM. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry! 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & SERVING CHRIST 

 
 
One of the twelve 

disciples, Thomas 
(nicknamed the Twin), 

was not with the                  
others when Jesus 
came.  

They told him, “We 
have seen the Lord!” 
But he replied, “I 
won’t believe it unless 
I see the nail wounds 
in his hands, put my 
fingers into them, and 
place my hand into the 
wound in his side.” 

Eight days later the 
disciples were                       
together again, and 
this time Thomas was 
with them. The doors 
were locked; but               
suddenly, as before, 
Jesus was standing 
among them. “Peace 
be with you,” he said.  

Then he said to             
Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and look 
at my hands. Put your 
hand into the wound 
in my side. Don’t be 
faithless any longer. 
Believe!” 

“My Lord and my 
God!” Thomas                   
exclaimed. 

Then Jesus told him, 
“You believe because 
you have seen me. 
Blessed are those 
who believe without               
seeing me.” 

John 20:21-29 

Believe 

Instead, let the Spirit renew 

your thoughts and attitudes. 

Put on your new nature,                      

created to be like God—                  

truly righteous and holy. 

Ephesians 4:23-24 
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April 

Anniversaries 

James & Linda Hedrick 

April 6th 

Ron & Deb Fenton 

April 9th 

James & Donna Donner 

April 9th 

Jon & Jan Bullock 

April 24th 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 Michelle Denniston– April 2nd 

 Christopher Smith– April 7th 

 Jerry Nelson– April 18th 

 Linda Hedrick– April 20th 

 Martha Peterson– April 21st 

 Barb Repair– April 21st 

 Polly Briggs– April 23rd 

 Gary Repair– April 28th 

 Ron Fenton– April 30th 

 

Benson Baptist Church 
6319 Maple Street 
Omaha, Ne  68104 

 
Phone: 402-551-1512 

E-mail: office@omahabbc.com 

 


