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When I was in the seventh grade, I spent the entire summer at the pool. I hung out there every day,
diving off the board, making friends with the lifeguards, and getting regularly sunburned! As the
end of the summer got nearer, one of the lifeguards decided that I needed to learn how to do a
backflip off of the diving board. They spent the last week the pool was open preparing me: teaching
me how high I would have to bounce, what my angle of entry should be, when to tuck, and how not to
land on my head. When the last day arrived, I got ready to do my backflip. The whole summer had
lead up to this moment! The lifeguards were watching as I nervously walked to the end of the board,
turned around and...
Just stood there. I knew what I had to do, but I was too afraid! My legs had practiced the bounce dozens of times, but now they just felt like jelly! I knew how far back I would have to jump to clear the
board, but my brain was telling me it wasn't far enough!
So often in life, we know what we need to do, but we don't because we are afraid. God has told us
what He requires of us, but we don't take the leap because we are afraid of what it might cost us. It
might cost us relationships, it might cost us respect, it might cost us ease and comfort. And so we
are afraid.
In the book of Joshua, we read about God's people going through something similar. They had been
called into the Promised Land, and all that remained after their wandering in the desert was to
cross the Jordan River. God told them that those carrying the Ark of the Covenant were to go down
into the water, and when their feet touched, the water would part, and they could walk through on
dry ground. But their feet had to touch the water first!
I imagine they were afraid too. They had seen what God could do; they had seen Him part the waters
of the Red Sea, they had seen Him provide for them in the wilderness. And still, they had to walk
down into the water BEFORE God would act to save them!
So often in life, we know what God wants from us. We know that we have been called to love God
and to show that love for God by loving and serving our neighbors. (Matthew 22:37-40) We know
that God has called us to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with Him (Micah 6:8). We
know what God has called us to do, but we are afraid because we don't really trust God with the results.
So with the Israelites, I invite you to step into the river, trusting God will part the waters; I invite you
to backflip off of the diving board, trusting the training you've been given! Whatever God has called
you to do, take the leap, and trust God with the results.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor John
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FOR THE RECORD - DECEMBER
December Offerings Received :

December Attendance :

12/2– $ 6,060

12/2– 37

12/9– $ 5,391

12/9– 79

12/16– $ 3,590

12/16– 80

12/23– included in 12/30

12/23– 81

12/30— included in 1/6

12/30— 85

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION
Monday, December 31, 2018 & Tuesday, January 1, 2019
Office will be closed
The Office will be closed for the holiday—HAPPY NEW YEARS!

Friday & Saturday - January 11 - 12, 2019
Youth-Lock In @ First Baptist
The Youth Lock-In drop-off will be on Friday, January 11, 2019 @ 8:00 pm. Pick-up
Saturday, January 12, 2019 @ 7:00 am.

Sunday, January 13, 2019
Quilting Ministry
The Quilting Ministry will meet @ 11:30 am. All are welcome!

Monday, January 14, 2019
SLT MEETING
The SLT Meeting will be held @ 11:30 am.

Wednesday, January 16, 2019
PotLuck Dinner
There will be a PotLuck Dinner Service @ 5:30 pm.

Monday, January 21, 2019
Office will be closed
The Office will be closed for the holiday– Martin Luther King’s Birthday.

Thursday, January 24, 2019
Winter Jam 360 Tour
The Winter Jam 360 Tour will be @ 7:00 pm in Council Bluffs at the Mid-America
Center.
Tickets are available at the door for $15.
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Saturday, January 26, 2019
FOOD PANTRY
The Food Pantry will be one week earlier this month due to holiday
@ 9:00 am.

Saturday, January 26, 2019
C. Moses Merrill
Moses Merrill Camp—Youth Leadership/Volunteer Training—Please
see Pastor Scott for more details.

Monday, January 28, 2019
B.N.A. Meeting
The Benson Neighborhood Association Meeting will be held @ 7:00
pm.

Christmas Break– No Wednesday Night Activities


Wednesday, January 2, 2019

Psalm 100

Shout for joy to
the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with
gladness; come before
him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is
God. It is he who made
us, and we are his; we
are his people, the
sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with
thanksgiving and his
courts with praise;
give thanks to him and
praise his name.
For the Lord is
good and his love endures forever; his
faithfulness continues
through all generations.

5:30: Dinner w/ Buddy & Friends
6:30: KIDS CLUB, Frontlines & Adult Bible Study
8:00: Praise Team

LOOKING AHEAD
February 2019


Sunday, February 10, 2019 - Quilting Ministry @ 11:30 am



Monday, February 11, 2019 - SLT Meeting @ 7:00 pm



Wednesday, February 20, 2019 - PotLuck Dinner Service @ 5:30 pm



Monday, February 25, 2019 - B.N.A. Meeting @ 7:00 pm

PRAYER CONCERNS
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Prayers for those with medical issues and recovering.
Prayers for SLT Team: Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Lorraine Arnett, Rick
Parks, Ryan Carlson, Donna Donner.
Prayers for worship leader and SLT Team.
Prayers for Pastors and their families.

Proverbs 22:10-12
Drive out the mocker,
and out goes strife;
quarrels and insults
are ended.
One who loves a pure
heart and who speaks
with grace will have
the king for a friend.
The eyes of
the Lord keep watch
over knowledge, but he
frustrates the words of
the unfaithful.

SLT MINUTES DECEMBER 2018
SLT Meeting Minutes, December 10, 2018
Jon Mayo opened the meeting. Ernie presented devotions about how Advent shows us that the Son of God came into our dark world to show us how to
love God and love others. Minutes of the November SLT meeting were approved by unanimous consent.
Pastor Scott’s report highlighted upcoming activities, including Christmas caroling, the Christmas movie, and the Christmas Eve service. Also, Pastor
Scott gave the SLT his 2019 Housing Allowance letter which is required by the IRS to designate part of his salary for housing exemption.
Pastor Scott will be on vacation from December 25 through January 1.
Beginning the second week in January, Pastor John’s Wednesday night Bible study will be using the book “Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus.” Participants will have an opportunity to purchase the book.

Pastor John has begun studies at Sioux Falls Seminary to complete his Master of Divinity degree. He will be attending the Fresh Expressions Vision Day
in February, a one-day experience for individuals and church leaders to learn new ways to be the Church.
Pastor John is organizing a leadership retreat for those in leadership positions at BBC. Members will meet together on a Friday evening and Saturday
morning in late January or early February, dates yet to be determined.
The list of inactive members was reviewed by the SLT and approved. It will be given to the church clerk for recording.
Financial results were discussed. For the year, expenses still exceed revenues by about $14,807. Contributions are about $40,000 less than budget for
the year. Ernie reported that December contributions are close to budget so far this month.
The SLT discussed the church’s essential ministries and possible governance structures to remove barriers and enable the ministries and leaders to
accomplish their missions. The focus was on how to develop a relational culture in our church so that we work together across all ministries. The discussion will continue at future SLT meetings before recommendations are presented to the congregation.
Pastor John has been in contact with an individual who might be willing to be a worship intern at our church. The SLT asked Pastor John to determine
this person’s level of interest, skills and requirements, as well as compensation expected. The SLT will need to find a way to compensate him if he
agrees to intern at BBC.
The SLT discussed issues that have surfaced recently around how to let those interested use their gifts to reach out to those who are not being served
now. This could involve use of social media, creating instructional videos, streaming worship services, or other outreach activities. SLT discussions
will continue.
In other business, Ernie will send out e-mails and letters for the annual staff Christmas gift. The SLT designated the Christmas offering to go to the ABC
Nebraska Region for their ministry to Nebraska churches and Camp Merrill. The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) will be done in
January.
Prayer concerns: Christmas Eve service and inviting others, being a relational church.
Next SLT Meeting: Monday, January 14, 2019, 7:00pm
Ernie Denniston, Secretary

4

FOOD PANTRY
Food Pantry
The month of December we served many families.
Praise the Lord!
The December FOOD PANTRY:
 Saturday, January 26, 2019 @ 9:00 am.

Ephesians 2:8-9
For it is by grace you
have been
saved, through faith—
and this is not from
yourselves, it is the
gift of God— not by
works, so that no one
can boast.

The next FOOD PANTRY will be Saturday, February 23, 2019 @ 9:00 am.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & SERVING CHRIST

Proverbs 3:21-23
My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight,
preserve sound judgment and discretion;
they will be life for
you, an ornament to
grace your neck.

Then you will go on
your way in safety,
and your foot will not
stumble.
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Exodus 34:5-7
Then the Lord came down in
the cloud and stood there
with him and proclaimed his
name, the Lord.
And he passed in front of
Moses, proclaiming,
“The Lord, the Lord, the
compassionate and gracious
God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness, maintaining
love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion
and sin.
Yet he does not leave the
guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their
children for the sin of the
parents to the third and
fourth generation.”

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Ed Bullock- January 7
Tim Herd– January 9
Jon Bullock– January 10
Robin Hauger– January 15
Scott Jones– January 18
Stella Watts– January 20
Fisher Lewis– January 23
Kathy Harris– January 24

Emily Young– January 25

January Anniversaries

Benson Baptist Church
6319 Maple Street
Omaha, Ne 68104
Phone: 402-551-1512
E-mail: office@omahabbc.com
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Ernie & Michelle Denniston
January 8
Bud & Jan Young
January 18
Jon & Holly Mayo
January 27

