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Faith and Works
We are in the middle of one of the worst natural disasters in recent memory. I know this
isn't news to you. We all know someone who has been affected by the flooding, and we have all
done our part to help and support them, whether by donating to One Great Hour of Sharing,
filling a flood bucket, or sending your pastors to serve meals and drive UHaul trucks.
(Thanks!) Over the last couple of weeks I have had the opportunity to talk with my kids about
why Christians share what they have when others are in need and why Christians express gratitude to God even when times are tough.
As we were driving to see how we could help at a relief site, I said to Scott, "I can't imagine sitting in a Bible study right now knowing that there are people whose homes are underwater!" My bias is toward action, toward service, toward expressing my Christian faith through
tangible acts of love rather than just through words.
And yet... and yet that bias comes from my deep study of Scripture. My belief that following Jesus means serving others comes from hours and days spent in Bible study and small
groups, in prayer and meditation, and in praise and worship. In the second chapter of James
we read that faith without works is dead, and the corrolary is also true, that works without
faith is legalism.

Within the church, and even within each individual person, we need both of these dynamics to thrive: faith and works, action and contemplation, mission and worship, an outward
focus and inward renewal. If we are so focused on ourselves that we don't see the world around
us hurting, we are missing our call to be salt and light and will be ineffective in making disciples. But if we work so hard to fix the world without taking the time to keep in step with God's
Spirit, we will have cut ourselves off from the very resource we need to make a real difference.
So I challenge you this month: take time to recognize your own focus on either faith or
works, and take some time develop the other. You might be surprised at the difference it can
make.
Pastor John

FOR THE RECORD - MARCH
March Offerings Received :

March Attendance :

3/3- $8,284.00

3/3 - 59

3/10 - $9,597.49

3/10 - 77

3/17 - $5,627.00

3/17 - 62

3/24- $2,283.00

3/24- 75

3/31 - 1,841.00

3/31 - 80

WEEKLY EVENTS & INFORMATION
Monday Evenings:
Arts For All @ 5:00 pm.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study:
We have Morning Bible Study



Tuesday Mornings @ 10:00 am.

Thursday Mornings:
Join us for Coffee Time
with our Family Pastor Scott Jones
every Thursday morning @ 10:00 am.
Locations vary so please check our Facebook
page weekly or call the church office for locations.

Wednesday Evenings
Dinner Church
 5:30 pm - Dinner Church

Thursday Afternoon Prayer Meeting
Wee have Afternoon Prayer Meeting



Thursday’s @ 3:00 pm.

Wednesday Evenings Activities – during the school year.
 6:30 pm - KIDS CLUB (K-6th), Frontlines (7th-12th)
 6:30 pm - Adult Bible Study with Senior Pastor John Sievering
 8:00 pm -Praise Team

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION
Thursday, April 4, 2019
SLT Meeting
The SLT Meeting will be @ 7:00 pm.

Friday & Saturday April 5 - 7, 2019
Young Adult Retreat– POSTPONED
Hang out with friends, inspiring, great activities & plenty of coffee at the Young Adult Retreat at C. Moses Merrill .
Please see Pastor Scott for more details/information.

Wednesday, April 10, 2019
PotLuck Dinner
There will be a PotLuck Dinner Service @ 5:30 pm.

Sunday, April 14, 2019
Quilting Ministry
The Quilting Ministry will meet @ 11:30 am. All are welcome!

Wednesday, April 17, 2019– Holy Week
Movie Night– No Evening Activities
Movie Night @ 6:30 pm - Do You Believe- There e will be
no evening activities
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CONT. UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION
Thursday, April 18, 2019
Maundy Thursday Services
The Maundy Thursday Service will be held on Thursday, April 18, 2019 @ 6:00 pm.

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Now I would remind
you, brothers and sisters, of the good news
[ that I proclaimed to
Friday, April 19, 2019
you, which you in turn
Good Friday Services:
received, in which also
The Good Friday Service (this will be drop in service) will be held on Friday, April 19, you stand, 2 through
which also you are
2019 from 6:00 pm –8:00 pm. The office w ill be closed.
being saved, if you
hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed
Sunday, April 21, 2019
to you—unless you
Easter Sunday Service:
have come to believe
7:00 am- Sunrise Service– Benson Park
in vain.
8:00 am - Breakfast– BBC
9:00 am - Easter Egg Hunt—BBC
10:15 am– Easter Sunday Service– BBC
Saturday, April 27, 2019 & Sunday April 28, 2019
Youth Spring Retreat at Camp Moses Merrill
Camp Moses Merrill will have their LIT PLUS– Training for young adults (7th-12th).
Please see Pastor Scott for more detail/information

Saturday, April, 27, 2019
FOOD PANTRY
The Food Pantry will on the last Saturday of the month @ 9:00 am.

Monday, April 29, 2019
B.N.A. Meeting
The Benson Neighborhood Association Meeting will be held @ 7:00 pm

LOOKING AHEAD - MAY 2019
Wednesday, May 15, 2019
 Pot Luck Dinner Service @ 5:30 pm

Food Pantry– Fund raiser at Firehouse Subs–March 24, 2019 we raised
$73.35 Firehouse Subs bumped it up to $125.00 to help the Food Pantry.
We also received a $40. 00 donation from a very special person.

FOOD PANTRY
Food Pantry
The month of February we served many families.
Praise the Lord!
The February FOOD PANTRY:



Saturday, April 27,2019 @ 9:00 am.

The next FOOD PANTRY will be Saturday, May 25, 2019 @ 9:00 am.
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For I handed on to you
as of first importance
what I in turn had received: that Christ
died for our sins in
accordance with the
scriptures, and that he
was buried, and that
he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the
twelve. Then he appeared to more than
five hundred brothers
and sisters at one
time, most of whom
are still alive, though
some have died.
Then he appeared to
James, then to all the
apostles. Last of all, as
to one untimely born,
he appeared also to
me. For I am the least
of the apostles, unfit
to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted
the church of God. But
by the grace of God I
am what I am, and his
grace toward me has
not been in vain. On
the contrary, I worked
harder than any of
them—though it was
not I, but the grace of
God that is with
me. Whether then it
was I or they, so we
proclaim and so you
have come to believe.

SLT MINUTES MARCH 2019
Spiritual Leadership Team Meeting
Benson Baptist Church
March 1, 2019 7:00 PM
Present: Deb Newell, Donna Donner, Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Mike Demuth, Pastor John
Sievering, Pastor Scott Jones, Ryan Carlson
Jon Mayo opened the meeting and presented devotions about where God might want our church to
serve, what fields he has for us to work and harvest. Minutes of the February SLT meeting were approved by unanimous consent.

The financial report showed that for the year through February, the church had a $7,900 deficit, as contributions for the year were about $13,600 below budget. A significant factor was, of course, the bad
winter weather, which has led to lower church attendance and lower contributions.
Upcoming outreach events mentioned by Pastor Scott include a game night in March or April, a Holy
Week movie night April 17th, and our annual Easter egg hunt. Pastor Scott will be involved in several Region events in March and April. He is organizing and leading the Youth Spring Retreat Weekend March 15
-17, will be attending the Prairie Pastor’s Conference April 8-10, the ABC-NE State Expo April 26-27, and
LIT+ (Leadership Training) April 27-28.
Pastor Scott asked the SLT about how to fund the Youth Retreat expenses for those attending from our
church, especially for those who cannot afford the retreat fees. It was decided by the SLT to use funds
donated by our members for use “where needed” for these expenses.
Pastor John will be attending the Shurden Lectures on Religious Liberty sponsored by the Baptist Joint
Committee for Religious Liberty March 26-27 in Kansas City. He will also be speaking at the Young Adult
retreat April 5-6 at Camp Merrill.
The SLT continued the discussion of the church’s essential ministries and possible governance structures.
Jon provided SLT members with a proposal for new church by-laws that reflects changes to the church
leadership and governance the SLT has discussed. SLT members will review the proposal and discuss at
the April meeting. Recommendations will be presented to the congregation at a future date when finalized by the SLT.
Jon will follow up with a church member who has expressed interest in the Disbursing Treasurer position
that will be open at the end of March. Pastor John is continuing to work on a database and application to
identify members who have been absent from church, for follow-up.
Prayer concerns:
Youth Spring Retreat; Young Adults retreat; travel mercies; peace, joy and love.
Next SLT Meeting: Thursday April 4 at 7:00pm.
Ernie Denniston, Secretary

4

Matthew 17:21-23

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS
& SERVING CHRIST

As they were gathering in
Galilee, Jesus said to
them, “The Son of Man is
going to be betrayed into
human hands, and they
will kill him, and on the
third day he will be
raised.” And they were
greatly distressed.

Matthew 20:16-18
So the last will be first,
and the first will be last.
While Jesus was going up
to Jerusalem, he took the
twelve disciples aside by
themselves, and said to
them on the way, 18 “See,
we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man
will be handed over to the
chief priests and scribes,
and they will condemn
him to death;

Mark 9:29-31
He said to them, “This
kind can come out only
through prayer.

MARCH FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS
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They went on from there
and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was
teaching his disciples,
saying to them, “The Son
of Man is to be betrayed
into human hands, and
they will kill him, and
three days after being
killed, he will rise again.”

BBC PRAYER CONCERNS

April Birthdays

Prayers for Pastors and their
families.

Michelle Denniston
April –2

Prayers for those with medical
issues and or recovering.

Christopher Smith

Prayers for SLT Team:
Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo,
Deb Newell, Mike DeMuth,
Ryan Carlson, & Donna Donner.

April –7
Linda Hedrick
April –20

Prayers for worship leader and
SLT Team.
Prayer for the FLOOD victims.
Prayers for all the members of
the congregation.

Martha Peterson

April Anniversaries
James & Linda Hedrick
April-6

April –21
April- 23

April-9

Frank & Judie Heller, Doris
Otte, Polly Briggs, Jodie
McWhorter, Ed Bullock,
Beverly Harrison, Stella
Watts & Gary Repair.

Barb Repair
Polly Briggs

Ron & Deb Fenton

Special Prayer Request
for our members who ill,
suffering the loss of a loved
one and or in recovery at this
time.

April- 21

James & Donna Donner

Gary Repair

April 9

April- 28

Jon & Jan Bullock

Ron Fenton

April 24

April– 30

SERVICES /HELP NEEDED AT THE BBC
Van Transportation:
We are looking for a couple to pickup and drop off the children Sunday Mornings and Wednesday evenings. This is essential for our children's ministry at the BBC.
If your interested please see Pastor Scott.

The Church Grill:
We are looking for a special member of the BBC to repair the grill at the church Right
now the burners need to be
replace etc… If you are able and willing to help us out with either repairing the grill
we would greatly appreciate it.
You will be reimbursed for any materials that you may have to purchase during the
repairs.

Volunteer Help Needed:
Benson Baptist Church
6319 Maple Street
Omaha, Ne 68104
Phone: 402-551-1512
E-mail:

We are need of volunteers to help with the distribution of our Food Pantry on the last
Wednesday of each month.
(Note during the holiday months November & December the food pantry will be held
(1) week prior).
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Wednesday Mornings– help unload delivery: 9:00 am—12:00 pm
Wednesday Evenings– help with boxing: 6:00 pm—8:-00 pm
Friday Mornings– help with food pantry set-up: 9:00 am –12:00 pm
Saturday Mornings– Food pantry distribution: 9:00 am– 12:00 pm

