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God is On the Move! 

Luke tells the story of two disciples who are walking along the road from Jeru-

salem to Emmaus after Jesus had been crucified. The disciples were talking about 

what had happened and they were understandably upset. “We had hoped” they said, 

“that Jesus would be the one to redeem Israel.” A stranger comes up beside them on 

the road and starts talking to them. He asks why they look sad, and they tell him about 

what had happened to Jesus and all about all their hopes for him. 

The stranger corrects them, and says “Didn’t you know that Messiah would 

have to suffer all these things before being glorified?” He then explains everything to 

them using Moses and the prophets, the whole Hebrew Bible. They continue to walk 

along the road, eventually arriving at Emmaus. They invite the stranger to their table 

and as they are eating, they finally recognize that the stranger is Jesus. “He was made 

known to them,” Luke says, “in the breaking of the bread.” 

When I was in Lebanon and Egypt, I heard lots of stories about people coming 

to faith in Christ. Almost all of them involved a few common elements: difficult life 

circumstances, a feeling that their current faith was inadequate for those circumstanc-

es, and then a dream in which Christ or someone they trust encouraged them to follow 

Christ. 

Now I don’t know about you, but my faith journey has not included miraculous 

dreams! I have never heard the audible voice of God, never seen Jesus in a dream, 

never experienced the Holy Spirit in any kind of tangible way. So the first time I heard 

the story of someone being brought to Jesus through a dream, it was difficult for me to 

understand. “God hasn’t spoken to me in this way; why would God speak to others 

this way?” But day after day, I heard variations of that same story: God is bringing 

people to faith through dreams. 

  I find that I am often like the disciples on the road to Emmaus: I am troubled 

by the world and by the circumstances in which I find myself. I know how I think God 

should be working, and then God doesn’t meet those expectations; I’m hurt, I’m frus-

trated, I’m disappointed. But all the while, God is walking beside me. God is the one I 

share my frustrations and disappointments with. God is always present, guiding, 

teaching, nudging, helping. Even when I don’t recognize God. 

So I invite you to keep your eyes open! Be alert! Stay awake! God is on the 

move around us! We just have to be open to the possibility that God is moving in 

ways, at times, and through people we don’t expect.  

Grace and peace, 

Pastor John 
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FOR THE RECORD  -  SEPTEMBER 

September Offerings Received : 

9/2– $6,545.75 

9/9– $ 4,881 

9/16– $3,165 

9/23– $ 2,311.66 

9/30- $ included in 10/7 

September Attendance : 

9/2– 90 

9/9– 76 

9/16– 63 

9/23– 82 

9/30– included in 10/7 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

Sunday Services-                                                                                                                                                                                              

Sunday School @ 9:00 am                                                                                                                                                                                            

Worship Service @ 10:15 am 

 

Mondays– Arts For All                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Every Monday evening Arts for All will be here @ 5:00 pm 

 

Tuesdays–  Morning Bible Study                                                                                                                                                                                  

Every other Tuesday we will have a Morning Bible Study @ 10:00 am.       

                                                                                            

Wednesdays-  Dinner w/Buddy & Friends                                                                                                                                                                

Wednesday evenings  we have Dinner w/Buddy & Friends @ 5:30 pm. (every 3rd  Wednesday we will 

have a POTLUCK dinner service).           

*KIDS CLUB, Frontlines, & Adult Bible Study @ 6:30 (right after dinner service). 

 

Thursdays– Coffee Time w/ Pastor Scott & Afternoon Prayer Meetings                                                                                                            

Every Thursday  we have Coffee Time with Pastor Scott @ 10:00 am–Locations change weekly please 

contact the office for details.   

*Afternoon Prayer Meetings will be held @ 3:00 pm on the  1st and 3rd Thursday of the month.  
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Tuesday, October 2, 2018– Fire with  Friends 

Fire with Friends will be held at the church  @ 7:00 pm. 

 

 

Monday, October 8, 2018- SLT Meeting  

There will be an SLT Meeting @ 7:00 pm.  

 

 

 

Wednesday, October 17, 2018– Potluck Dinner Service 

We will have our Potluck Dinner Service @5:30 pm. 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 27, 2018– Trunk or Treat 

The Trunk or Treat event will be held @ 1:00 pm. 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 27, 2018– FOOD PANTRY 

The Food Pantry will be at 9:00 am. 

 

 

Monday, October 29, 2018– Benson Neighborhood Association 

There will be an Benson Neighborhood Association Meeting @ 7:00 pm. 

 

 

Wednesday, October 31, 2018– No Evening Activities 

There will be NO evening activities due to the holiday! 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION 

LOOKING AHEAD  

 November 5th– There will be an SLT meeting @ 7:00 pm. 

 

 November 17th—We will have the Quilting Ministry @ 11:30 am. 

 

 November 17th– We will have our Food Pantry at 9:00 am. 

 

 November 22nd & 23rd– The office will be closed due to the holiday.  

    Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 November 26th—There will be a Benson Neighborhood Association Meeting @ 7:00 

pm.  

 

I love you, O Lord, my 
strength. 
 

The Lord is my rock, my 
fortress, and my deliver-
er,  my God, my rock in 
whom I take refuge, 
my shield, and the horn 
of my salvation, my 
stronghold. 
 

I call upon the Lord, who 
is worthy to be praised, 
so I shall be saved from 
my enemies. 

The cords of death en-
compassed me; the tor-
rents of perdition as-
sailed me; 
 

The cords of Sheol en-
tangled me; the snares 
of death confronted me. 

In my distress I called 
upon the Lord; 
 to my God I cried for 
help. 

 
From his temple he 
heard my voice, 
 and my cry to him 
reached his ears. 

Then the earth reeled 
and rocked; the founda-
tions also of the moun-
tains trembled and 
quaked, because he was 
angry. 

Psalm 18:1-7 
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 Prayers for those with medical issues and recovering. 

 Prayers for SLT Team: Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Lorraine Arnett, Rick Parks, Ryan Carlson, Donna Donner. 

 Prayers for worship leader and SLT Team. 

 Prayers for Pastors and their families. 

 Prayers for all the members of the congregation. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

SLT MINUTES SEPTEMBER  2018 

 

Present: Pastor Scott Jones, Lorraine Arnett, Ernie Denniston, Deb Newell, Donna Donner, Rick Parks, Jon 

Mayo and Ryan Carlson 

Devotions: Rick Parks brought the devotion from John 3 and talked about Nicodemus and how he and oth-

ers in the Sanhedrin knew that Jesus was from God. 

Minutes: The minutes from August were approved with one correction to spelling. 

The second discussion was in regard to finances.  We are currently $7,200 behind on giving compared to ex-

penses.  This is something we want to watch, but it is not out of the norm for us to be behind at the end of the 

Summer.  Councils are being contacted for budget planning for next year and Ernie continues to collect data 

so we can have a good estimate of giving potential for next year. 

Pastor Reports:  

Pastor Scott began by sharing about the Block Party.  This event continues to grow and had approximately 

375 attendees. 

Pastor Scott also shared about the upcoming outreach event of Trunk or Treat on Saturday, Oct.27th from 1-3 

pm.  This is after the Benson Boo Days so hopefully we can get families to come over after that. 

Scott also shared about Wednesday night activities and that there were 20 at KIDS and 12 at Frontlines.  He 

also shared that he would be preaching in Fairbury, his home church, the coming weekend. 

Pastor John was gone for the meeting (out of town) but did give us a packet to peruse about church structure 

ideas before the next meeting.  We will discuss some possibilities then. 

Old Business: Jon Mayo shared for the installation committee that we were planning a 2 day event Nov. 3rd 
and 4th.  On Nov. 3rd from 2-5 PM we are planning an open house at Bärchen in Benson.  This will be a com-
munity meet and greet with finger food and soft drinks provided.  The following day will be the installation 
service with a celebration afterward for the church family.  This will be catered.  Rick Parks is working on 
getting Wheatfield’s again. 

Next we worked on the agenda for the business meeting.  Items include approval of church officers, discus-

sion of financials, green slip process discussion and ministry team reports. 

SLT Prayer Concerns:  Budget process, Outreach mindset in action, Next steps with spiritual gifts 

Next meeting: Oct. 8th, Devotions will be brought by Donna Donner. 

Jon closed us in prayer. 

Submitted by Ryan Carlson 
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FOOD PANTRY 
 

Food Pantry 

The month of September we served many families. Thank the Lord! 

 

This month’s Food Pantry will be Saturday, October 27th @ 9:00 am.  

 

*The next  Food Pantry in November will be  (1) week prior due to the holiday.  

We will see you Saturday, November 17, 2018 @ 9:00 am.  All is welcome.  

Hope too see you there! 

 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & SERVING CHRIST 

 
Shout joyful praises to 
God, all the earth! 
 

Sing about the glory of 

his name! Tell the world 

how glorious he is. 
 

Say to God, “How       

awesome are your 

deeds! Your enemies 

cringe before your 

mighty power. 
 

Everything on earth will 

worship you; they will 

sing your praises,  

shouting your name in 

glorious songs.” 

 

Come and see what our 

God has done, what 

awesome miracles he 

performs for people! 

 

He made a dry path 

through the Red Sea, 

and his people went 

across on foot. There we 

rejoiced in him. 
 

For by his great power 

he rules forever. He 

watches every                   

movement of the                              

nations; let no rebel rise 

in defiance.     

Psalms 66:1-7 
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October  

Anniversaries 

 

Glen & Jodie 
McWhorter 

October 22 

& 

Darby & Carol Von 
Forell 

October 25 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Benson Baptist Church 
6319 Maple Street 
Omaha, Ne  68104 

 
Phone: 402-551-1512 

E-mail: office@omahabbc.com 

 

Jeff Knudsen– October 2 

Taja Prince- October 2 

Dean Short– October 7 

Dave Brown– October 11 

Nina Jean Meth– October 13 

Penny Williams– October 16 

Bud Young– October 22 

Judie Heller– October 23 

Rich Parks– October 25 

Jim Hedrick– October 28  

 


