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Just this last week I saw on Facebook that a friend of mine from high school is going
to be playing a concert about two blocks down from my house. He lives in Denver, and
I haven’t talked to him in ten years, but because I’m following his band page, I was
notified about his concert. Before Facebook, I never would have heard that he would
be in town, and so close to me! We live in a time when our technology allows us to be
more connected to more people than ever before. We can get messages from a friend
from high school who lives in another state, we can see pictures of family who lives far
away, and we can read about what’s going on in the lives of people we may never see
in person.
Why, then, do we so often feel disconnected? In his book Bowling Alone Robert Putnam gives some sobering statistics about how our social relationships changed over
the last few decades: attendance at club meetings dropped by 58%, family dinners
dropped by 43%, and having friends over dropped by 35%. Almost all forms of civic
engagement, whether Parent Teacher Association involvement, church attendance, or
even bowling leagues, have seen a marked decrease in participation since the 1960’s.
Americans of all ages are less likely to be connected to the people around them in
these significant ways.
But the writer of the book of Hebrews gives an interesting twist to this idea. In Hebrews 12:1-2, the writer says that we are currently surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses! Not just our brothers and sisters in the faith who are walking with us here and
now, but all of those who have gone before us in the faith. Those who have faced persecution for their faith, and those who have lived simple lives of quiet devotion; those
who have lead great movements, and those who have taught Sunday school classes;
those who have shaped our own faith journeys, and those we have never met. We are
never as alone as we feel, because we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.
November 1st is All Saints Day, a day to remember the faithful who have gone before
us, and who now make up the great cloud of witnesses that daily surrounds us. I invite
you today to remember those who have been influential to your faith: was it a childhood Sunday school teacher? A faithful parent? An insightful writer? A spiritual
friend? Take time today to remember and thank God for your cloud of witnesses.

Grace and peace,
Pastor John
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FOR THE RECORD - OCTOBER
October Offerings Received :

October Attendance :

10/7– included in 10/14

10/7–92

10/14– $ 9,504.83

10/14– 87

10/21– $ 4,035.33

10/21– 79

10/28– $ 2,735.00

10/28– 82

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION
Saturday, November 3, 2018– MEET & GREET w/ Pastor John
There will be an MEET & GREET event held for Pastor John at the Barchen Beer Garden
(6209
Maple Street –68104)@ 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm. Please if yo u can co m e o u t and sho w h im yo u r
support!

Saturday, November 3, 2018 - Holidays with the Merrills
The 10th "Holiday's with the Merrills" is just around the corner. All proceeds from this event support our
summer camp program. Help set up and decorate October 29- November 2 . V olunteer fo r the
day (volunteers will have breaks to enjoy the day). COME NOVEMBER 3RD! BRING YOUR FAMILY &
FRIENDS
Enjoy a day at camp & a yummy lunch
Bid on Silent Auction Items for a GREAT cause!
Shop at Attic Treasures for a GREAT cause
CONTACT BEV TO VOLUNTEER OR DONATE ITEMS
bevpacas@gmail.com or 402-443-6663

Sunday, November 4. 2018– Installation Celebration for Pastor John
There will be an Installation Celebration for Pastor John @ 11:30 am. ( The food will be served right
after the Sunday Worship Service).

Friday & Saturday, November 9th & 10th- Elevate Worship Conference


ABC NE is par tn er ing w ith FBC Norfolk a Northern Seminary to host th e Elevate Worship Conference. This co nfer en ce w ill featu r e p r o fessio n al pr actitio n er s skilled in ar eas o f
worship planning, arrangement, rehearsal, audio/video technology, and m or e. If you plan
a weekly worship service this conference is for you.

There will be times of group worship and teaching sessions along with informative and helpful breakout
sessions. Lunch is provided on Saturday as part of your registration. Th e cost is only $39
per person or $99 for every group of three...so bring 3, 6, 9, 12, or more people to get pr icing discounts! Pastors are free and encouraged to bring as many people as possible.
Details are being finalized but if you have questions email gmamula@abcnebraska.com.
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Monday, November 12, 2018– SLT Meeting

Psalm 42: 3-5

There will an SLT Meeting at 7:00 pm.

Monday-Sunday, November 12th –19th, 2018
Operation Christmas Shoebox
We will be a drop off center for Operation Christmas Shoebox November 12,
2018 through November 19, 2018.

Sunday, November 18, 2018– Quilting Ministry
The Quilting Ministry will meet at 11:30 am. All are welcome!

Saturday, November 17, 2018– FOOD PANTRY
The Food pantry will be one week earlier due to the holiday at 9:00 am.

Saturday, November 17, 2018– TURKEY BOWL–
Flag Football Event
The Turkey Bowl (flag football) will be at 1:00 pm until 3:00 pm—*Memorial
ParkFirst Baptist vs Benson Baptist– We hope to see you there!

My tears have been my
food day and night,
while people say to me
continually,
“Where is your God?”
These things I remember, as I pour out my
soul: how I went with
the throng, and led
them in procession to
the house of God,
with glad shouts and
songs of thanksgiving,
a multitude keeping
festival.
Why are you cast down,
O my soul, and why are
you disquieted within
me? Hope in God; for I
shall again praise him,
my help

Thursday, November 22 & Friday, November 23, 2018
The office will be closed
Psalm 28: 1-3

LOOKING AHEAD

To you, O Lord, I call;
my rock, do not refuse
to hear me, for if you
are silent to me, I shall
be like those who go
down to the Pit.

December 1 - SLT Meeting
December 7 —Omaha Land Pastors Meeting—Regional Office @ 6:00 pm.
December 24 - Christmas Eve Service—TBD

Hear the voice of my
supplication, as I cry to
you for help, as I lift up
my hands toward your
most holy sanctuary.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Do not drag me away
with the wicked, with
those who are workers
of evil, who speak peace
with their neighbors,
while mischief is in their
hearts.
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Prayers for those with medical issues and recovering.
Prayers for SLT Team: Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Lorraine Arnett, Rick Parks,
Ryan Carlson, Donna Donner, Deb Newell.
Prayers for worship leader and SLT Team.
Prayers for Pastors and their families.
Prayers for all the members within the congregation.

SLT MINUTES OCTOBER 2018
Present: Pastor John Sievering, Pastor Scott Jones, Lorraine Arnett, Deb Newell, Jon Mayo, Rick Parks and Ryan Carlson.
Devotions: Lorraine brought devotions. She read a devotion about praising
the Father and serving others, something Jesus modeled for us with his life
Minutes: Minutes from September were approved as written.
Pastor Reports:
Pastor Scott brought a list of activities here at the church as well as what he is involved in, both at Benson and
through his position with the state convention. The SLT gave approval for him to miss a Sunday this Fall to accompany a member to an NFL game that has been that person’s dream for a while but could use some assistance on the
trip. Trunk or Treat on Oct. 27th is the next outreach event he listed.
Pastor John shared next. He shared that Brian Smith, a missionary headed to Haiti, will be spending time at Benson and sharing with us this upcoming week. He also mentioned that on Oct. 28th he plans to share details and
thoughts about his trip to the middle east. He also mentioned the meet and greet on Nov. 3 rd and the installation
service on Nov. 4th. Currently he mentioned that he is working on follow-up with members and guests and trying
to streamline that process. He is working with Marilyn to use current software but also looking at other options.
He also mentioned that after looking at the spiritual gifts information he has received he feels like a card ministry
would be a good fit for several members so is hoping to get some more involved in that.
During the discussion of the installation weekend we also discussed the letter being sent out to inactive members to
see if they wanted to remain as members or not. It was agreed that when those letters were sent out we mentioned
to them the installation weekend activities in case any were interested in those as a way to invite them back.
Financials were discussed next. We had a better September than August. This month there is a large payment for
insurance going out but it is the last payment of the year. Regarding the 2019 budget there was some discussion of
putting at least part of the house payment into the new budget since individual giving to pay that has decreased
over time. We also discussed that the agreement for our office assistant was to increase pay after six months so
that will be changing soon.
Old Business: We discussed SLT nominations for the upcoming year. Up to 4 members can be added at that time.
Pastor John updated us on the search for a praise team leader. He said he has been in discussion with 3 individuals
and has used zip recruiter to get those contacts after trying other methods previously.
Pastor John also shared about Ethos and that he is going to get info out to those who were involved to get their
thoughts. This will be used for conversation about how to continue or modify this outreach service. Some ideas
include changing the frequency, activities (game nights, fellowship time, bible study), or other possibilities.
Next, Jon brought up how we are currently evaluating staff and the process we use. Ron, Ernie, Pastor John and
Ryan will work on finding info about how to develop this process and work with staff on that.
New Business: None
SLT Prayer Concerns: Budget process, SLT nominations, Installation weekend events, Operation Christmas Child
Next meeting: Nov. 12th, Devotions will be brought by Jon Mayo
Pastor John closed us in prayer.

Submitted by Ryan Carlson

4

FOOD PANTRY
Food Pantry
The month of October we served 169
families and 66 singles (595 boxes).
Praise the Lord!
This month’s Food Pantry will be Saturday, November 17, 2018 9:00
am –12:00 pm.
The next Food Pantry will be on Saturday, December 5, 2018 from 9:00
am until 12:00 pm.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & SERVING CHRIST
KIDS CLUB & Frontlines -Wednesday Nights

Psalm 68: 1-3
Let God rise up, let his
enemies be scattered;
let those who hate him
flee before him.
As smoke is driven
away, so drive them
away; as wax melts
before the fire, let the
wicked peris before
God.
But let the righteous be
joyful; let them exult
before God; let them be
jubilant with joy.

Psalm 69: 29-31

But I am lowly and in
pain; let your salvation,
O God, protect me.

I will praise the name of
God with a song; I will
magnify him with
thanksgiving.
This will please
the Lord more than an
ox or a bull with horns
and hoofs.
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November

Anniversaries

Lloyd & Janice
Reed
November 28
&
Jeff & Shar
Crow
November 29

Ann Hake– November 1

Liz Lewis—November 1
Barbara Townley—November 2
Hope Garrison—November 7
Jan Peterson—November 12
John Watts—November 13
Jodie McWhorter—November 14
Ron York—November 18

The Watts/Buchanan family wishes to send out our sincere and heartfelt
“Thank You” to all the congregation for your prayers, notes, cards, love and
expressions of sympathy in regards to the passing of Edsel Buchanan. It
truly means so much to our family. You are ALL such blessings to us! –
In Christ, Stella, John & Sean Watts”

Benson Baptist Church
6319 Maple Street
Omaha, Ne 68104
Phone: 402-551-1512
E-mail: office@omahabbc.com

Dear Benson Baptist Family, Thank you for your prayers, cards, phone calls,
visits and transportation to appointments since my fall. My broken arm/
shoulder is healing and I'm beginning the painful process of using my arm after it was immobilized for 6 weeks. I'm still receiving home health care and am
looking forward to returning to church soon.
Sharon Foster
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