Benson Baptist News

SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST
Attendance &
Offering
Upcoming Events
Looking Ahead
SLT Minutes
Birthdays

Staff & Contact Info.
John Sievering
Senior Pastor
Pastor.john@omahabbc.com

Scott Jones
Family Pastor
familypastorscott@gmail.com

Marilyn McBride
Office Administrator
office@omahabbc.com

Website
www.omahabbc.com

Facebook
www.facebook.com/
BensonBaptist

Twitter
http://twitter.com/
DirectorofComm

December 2018

“Christmas with family”
Are you ready? Christmas is less than 25 days away, which means I have less than 25 days to find the perfect gift.
Now, I will admit I usually start my Christmas shopping the end of November (Black Friday J) and go through the whole month
of December looking for that perfect gift. This drives Becca crazy, because she is a quick Christmas shopper, get in and get
out. For me, however, it’s different. I have to think about and ponder over what I want to give each person. Will they like it?
Will they use it? Is it unique? Is it something that nobody else has given? These questions are questions that go through my
mind as I’m shopping for those perfect gifts. Finally, usually a couple of days before Christmas, I can say I’m done and ready
for Christmas. Then it’s off to celebrate Christmas with the families.
First up is Christmas at the Jones’ in my hometown of Fairbury. Now, I don’t know about you all, but Christmas at
the Jones’ has its special traditions. I (Becca still sleeping) begin Christmas day by getting up super early (6 AM), and help my
parents prepare for our Christmas lunch. About mid-morning, I make a trip to Casey’s General Store and pick up delicious
donuts for all of us. About this time, my siblings have begun to arrive at the house. Now the fun begins, as we open up gifts
and share quality time with one another. Before we know it, it’s time for our big Christmas lunch. After lunch, we continue
family time by sharing stories and playing with the kids (nieces, nephews, and cousins). About mid-afternoon, when everyone is tired, worn out, and in a food coma, my siblings head home and Becca and I take a nap. Then we’re off for round 2 for
Christmas dinner with my mom’s side of the family still in Fairbury. Finally, when the clock hits 10 PM and my stomach hurts
from all the food I ate, I can say it was a great Christmas!!
Next up, Minnesota!!! That’s right, the weekend after Christmas, Becca and I travel to “Minnesnowda” for Becca’s
family Christmas. I love Becca’s family traditions. Every year (the weekend after Christmas), they have a family reunion at a
church camp by Becca’s hometown. This reunion brings lots of jokes, laughter, singing by just the men of the family (Yes, I
participate), family church service, and their annual broomball game. The church camp (just like Camp Moses Merrill) provides winter activities for the family over the weekend. If you’re brave enough to be outside in the below 0 temps (last year it
was -30 air temp, with wind chill of -45 to -50 degrees), it’s a great time to go sledding, cross country skiing (Yes, I did try it J),
and broomball. However, most of the time is spent indoors playing board games, eating meals, and telling stories with family. When the weekend ends and we begin the journey back to Omaha, Becca and I can say it has been a great week celebrating Christmas with family and friends.
Yet, as I think about Christmas and the family traditions it brings, I don’t think this is what it’s all about. It’s not
about spending hours cooking or preparing for that big Christmas lunch or dinner. It’s not about baking and decorating cookies and goodies. It’s not about spending hours looking for those perfect gifts for family members. You see, the true meaning
of Christmas is receiving God’s greatest gift to us: Jesus Christ. This gift, Jesus, is right in front of us. We don’t have to spend
months, days, or even hours preparing and planning for it. We don’t have to ponder and think about if the gift is right or not.
Jesus is the ‘Greatest Gift’ for everyone. God granted us the greatest gift of all by sending his Son, Jesus, down to us. The
birth of Jesus is what Christmas tradition should be all about.
This Christmas season, I challenge you all to re-think what Christmas is all about. Take time to read the Christmas Story from scripture. Take time to thank God for sending his son, Jesus, for us. Take time to receive Jesus, and allow him
to transform, change, and mold your life. My hope is that you will understand that Jesus’ birth is the greatest Christmas
tradition anybody could ask for. By the end of the Holiday season, my dream and goal is to share the gift of Jesus to every
person I meet. You see, this should be the goal for all of us this Christmas season.
Scott Jones/Associate/ Family Pastor
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FOR THE RECORD - NOVEMBER
November Offerings Received :

November Attendance :

11/4– $ 8,480.00

11/4– 74

11/11– $ 1,622.58

11/11– 71

11/18– $ 3,737.51

11/18– 61

11/25– $ (Snow day)

11/25– (Snow day)

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION
Sunday, December 2, 2018
Church Business Meeting
The Church Business Meeting will be held on Sunday, December 2, 2018 following the morning
worship service. @ 11:30 am.

Sunday, December 2, 2018
THANKSMAS
We will be having a THANKSMAS (Thanksgiving & Christmas combined) celebration following
the Sunday Worship service here at BBC @ 12:00 pm. This is a church family gathering where
we will be serving a potluck style dinner, play some games and enjoy one another's company.
Hope to see you there!

Sunday, December 9, 2018
Quilting Ministry
The Quilting Ministry will meet @ 11:30 am. All are welcome!

Saturday, December 15, 2018
FOOD PANTRY
The Food Pantry will be one week earlier this month due to holiday @ 9:00 am.

Sunday, December 16, 2018
Youth Christmas Program
The Youth (K-6th) Christmas Program– a play titled “The Kings Birthday” will be during the
morning worship service.

Wednesday, December 19, 2018
Christmas Party
KIDS CLUB will have a Christmas Party for children (K-6th) @ 6:30 pm.

Wednesday, December 19, 2018
Christmas Caroling
Frontlines & the Adults will be caroling @ 6:30 pm. *Keystone Ridge Nursing Rehab.
Center former (Skyline) & Maple Crest Health Center. If you are available and would
like to join us please contact Pastor Scott at
your earliest convenience.
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Sunday, December 23, 2018
Christmas Movie
We will be showing a Christmas Movie at the church @ 6:30 pm.
*Note the movie be shown will be “Home Alone”.

Monday, December 24, 2018– Christmas Eve Service
There will be an Christmas Eve Worship Service at the church @ 5:30 pm.

CANCELLATION/CLOSED DATES IN DECEMBER :
December 25, 2018 - Office will be closed – Merry Christmas!
December 26, 2018 & January 2, 2019 - No Wednesday Night Activities
Christmas Break



NO-Wednesday, December 28, 2018
5:30 : Dinner w/ Buddy & Friends
6:30: KIDS CLUB, Frontlines & Adult Bible Study
8:00: Praise Team



NO-Wednesday, January 2, 2019
5:30 : Dinner w/ Buddy & Friends
6:30 KIDS CLUB, Frontlines & Adult Bible Study

8:00 Praise Team
Events Cancelled due to Christmas Break

LOOKING AHEAD

Colossians 1:3-8

We always thank
God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ,
when we pray for
you, because we have
heard of your faith in
Christ Jesus and of the
love you have for all
God’s people— the
faith and love that
spring from the
hope stored up for you
in heaven and about
which you have already heard in the true
message of the gospel that has come to
you.
In the same way, the
gospel is bearing
fruit and growing
throughout the whole
world—just as it has
been doing among you
since the day you
heard it and truly understood God’s
grace. You learned it
from Epaphras, our
dear fellow servant,
who is a faithful minister of Christ on our
behalf, 8 and who also
told us of your love in
the Spirit.

January 2019


Sunday, January 13, 2019 - Quilting Ministry @ 11:30 am



Monday, January 14, 2019 - SLT Meeting @ 7:00 pm



Wednesday, January 16, 2019 - Potluck Dinner Service @ 5:30 pm



Monday, January 28, 2019 - B.N.A. Meeting @ 7:00 pm

O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known
his deeds among the peoples.
1 Chronicles 16:8
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Colossians 2:6-7
So then, just as you
received Christ Jesus
as Lord, continue to
live your lives in
him, rooted and built
up in him, strengthened in the faith as you
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

SLT MINUTES NOVEMBER 2018
SLT Meeting Minutes, November 12, 2018
Jon Mayo opened the meeting and presented devotions about our spiritual lives being important, but
our work for God’s kingdom is most important. Minutes of the October SLT meeting were approved
by unanimous consent.
Pastor Scott’s report highlighted upcoming events: the Turkey Bowl, Thanksmas Celebration, Christmas caroling, and
the Christmas movie. Pastor John mentioned that our church had five members attend the Elevate Worship Conference
November 9-10 sponsored by our ABC Nebraska Region. The team will discuss what changes should be made to our
worship ministry. Also, Pastor John thanked the SLT for the recent community meet and greet and said it was a good
event.
Pastor John will be on vacation November 25 - December 1. He will be attending the Fresh Expressions Vision Day in
February, a one-day experience for individuals and church leaders to learn new ways to be the Church. He is also planning on attending a Discipleship Cohort February 11-13 in Chicago with members from several regions.
The letters to inactive church members, those not attending in the last few years, have gone out. The SLT will vote at the
December meeting to inactivate the membership of those not responding.
Financial results were discussed. For the year, expenses still exceed revenues by more than $11,000. Contributions are
about $32,000 less than budget for the year. The SLT expects a total year budget deficit of about $14,000. The SLT finalized and approved the 2019 budget, which will be presented at the church business meeting December 2.
The SLT will discuss the church organizational structure at the December SLT meeting. Pastor John distributed proposals for discussion at a previous meeting.
SLT nominations are due; up to four new SLT members will be elected at the December 2 business meeting. Rick Parks,
Jon Mayo and Lorraine Arnett will be leaving the SLT.
Property committee chair Ron Fenton has asked for someone to find a company which will do the maintenance on our
AED defibrillators. Pastor John agreed to look into it.
Prayer concerns: SLT n om inations, th e spir it o f r evival in th e chu r ch, holiday ser vices and activities,
and for those affected by natural disasters.
Next SLT Meeting: Monday, December 10, 2018, 7:00pm
Ernie Denniston, Secretary

PRAYER CONCERNS




Prayers for those with medical issues and recovering.
Prayers for SLT Team: Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Lorraine Arnett, Rick Parks, Ryan
Carlson, Donna Donner.
Prayers for worship leader and SLT Team.



Prayers for Pastors and their families.
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FOOD PANTRY

Colossians 2:6-8

Food Pantry

So then, just as you
received Christ Jesus
as Lord, continue to
live your lives in
him, rooted and built
up in him, strengthened in the faith as
you were taught, and
overflowing with
thankfulness.

The month of November we served many families.
Praise the Lord!
The December FOOD PANTRY:
 Saturday, December 15, 2018 @ 9:00 am.
The next FOOD PANTRY will be Saturday, January 26, 2019 @ 9:00 am.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & SERVING CHRIST
Trunk or Treat– October 2018

See to it that no one
takes you captive
through hollow and
deceptive philosophy, which depends
on human tradition
and the elemental
spiritual forces of this
world rather than on
Christ.

1 Thessalonians
5:16-18
Rejoice always, pray
continually,
Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians
5:23-24
May God himself, the
God of peace, sanctify
you through and
through.
May your whole spirit,
soul and body be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
The one who calls you
is faithful, and he will
do it.
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1 Chronicles 16:8

O give thanks to the Lord,
call on his name, make
known his deeds among the
peoples.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Taylor Hedrick
December 14
Donna Donner
December 28
Holly Mayo

1 Chronicles 16:33-35
Then shall the trees of the
forest sing for joy before
the Lord, for he comes to
judge the earth.
O give thanks to the Lord,
for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.

December 28
Mary LaBreck
December 29

Tracey Garrison
December 29
Joyce Gilliland

December Anniversaries

December 30

John & Pauline Hetrick

Pat Woodworth

December 10th

December 31

Say also:

Ryan & Marisa Carlson
December 19th

“Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather and rescue us from among the nations,
that we may give thanks to
your holy name, and glory in
your praise.

Richard & Jan Peterson
December 26th

Jeff & Cheryl Knudsen
December 31st

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts
sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
Colossians 3:14-16
Benson Baptist Church
6319 Maple Street
Omaha, Ne 68104
Phone: 402-551-1512
E-mail: office@omahabbc.com
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