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As I sit here reflecting & thinking about last week (July 15 th – 20th) at Senior High Camp
at Camp Moses Merill, all I can think about is how great our God is. Our God did amazing
things this past week (July 15th – 20th) that I couldn’t even imagine. He transformed, moved,
and challenged students to think about their own lives and to surrender things over. I witnessed students release hurts, struggles, pain, addictions, anger, hate, etc. which they were
holding onto for a very long time. In fact, God didn’t only change the lives of our students, but
He changed my life, as the camp pastor, over the week also. How great is our God!!!
The weeklong theme was “into the wilderness”, and we spent time looking at Biblical
people that experienced times in the wilderness/desert. As we think about the wilderness/
desert in the Bible, we find people experiencing low, confused, scared, “crummy” parts of their
life here. It was during these times of “into the wilderness” that God called, prepared, and
humbled them into future leaders. Take for example, Moses (a murderer and young shepherd
boy) who was in the desert scared for his life and God called him through a burning bush.
Then there is the prophet Elijah (God’s chosen messenger) who just won a huge victory for
God and destroyed the prophets of Baal, ran into the desert to find God speaking to him. Finally, Jesus (God’s Son) led to the desert by the Holy Spirit & tempted by Satan, where He
stood firm in his identity. It’s in the desert where God takes our true heart/soul and begins to
transform and mend it into our true purpose and calling.

We all are in some kind of wilderness/desert, are we not? Each one of us goes through a
time where we are scared, hurt, confused, ready to be done with life (job, family, friends, etc.).
Scott Jones
We run away, into this unknown territory or place, asking where God is and what is next for
Family Pastor
me. Yet, in this time and/or moment in life, God finds us and calls us back home. He asks us
familypastorscott@gmail.com
to surrender that “stuff” (hurt, hate, confused, pain, struggle, etc.), and ask us to put our full
Tiffany Schlup
faith and trust in him.
Office Administrator
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I will be completely honest with you. This past week (July 15th – 20th) at Senior High
Camp, I experienced my wilderness/desert. I have been struggling with hurt, frustrations, disWebsite
appointments, etc. I knew heading into the week of Senior High that I was going to be chalwww.omahabbc.com
lenged, just as the students were. You see, God was working on my heart. He knew I was in
Facebook
my desert/wilderness. He used Senior High Camp to call me back home. I surrendered this
www.facebook.com/
pain, hurt, frustrations, disappointments, etc. over to him. I’m ready to get my heart/soul back
BensonBaptist
in the right place. God isn’t done with me.
Pastor.john@omahabbc.com
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http://twitter.com/
DirectorofComm

God isn’t done with all of us. He wants us to come back home. Maybe some of you are
walking into the wilderness. You feel hurt, pain, anger, hate, disappointments, etc. It’s time
for you to release it and allow God to humble you and to prepare you for what he has in store.
God is calling you out of the wilderness into something greater. He wants you to remember
who He is. He is God who loves us unconditionally. He loves us so much that He went to the
cross for us. He paid it all for us. His arms are open and ready for us to come back home.
“Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to
humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you
would keep his commands.”
Deuteronomy 8:2 (NIV)
Scott Jones-Associate/Family Pastor
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FOR THE RECORD - JULY
July Offerings Received :

July Attendance :

7/1– $ 11,478.50

7/1– 106

7/8– $ 1,539.00

7/8– 92

7/15– included in 7/22

7/15– 82

7/22– $4,693.00

7/22–86

7/29– $ included in 8/5

7/29–84

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION
Saturday-Friday, August 4-10, 2018– Costa Rica Missions Trip
Please pray for our Costa Rica Team as they travel to spread the Gospel this week.

Wednesday, August 8, 2018– No Frontlines
There will be no Frontlines due to the Church Mission Trip to Costa Rica. Have a great week!
Monday, August 13, 2018– SLT Meeting
There will be an SLT meeting at 7:00 pm.

Wednesday, August 15, 2018– School
OPS back to school! Please pray for students as they return to school.
LIT+ Application DEADLINE– August 15, 2018
Sunday, August 19, 2018– Celebration of Ministry
Celebration of Ministry (Ministry Fair) will be at 9:45 am. Come and find information about all of our ministries. Hope to see you
there!
Wednesday, August 29, 2018– Block Party!

COSTA RICA MISSIONS TRIP
The Costa Rica Missions Team will travel to spread the Gospel August 4th-10th.
Please keep them in your prayers this week!

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

Matthew 28:19-20
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LOOKING AHEAD
September 3rd– The office will be closed in observance of Labor day.
September 3-13—Pastor John will be on the Region Mission Trip
September 5th—KIDS CLUB/Frontlines kickoff at 6:30pm
September 29th– We will have our Food Pantry at 9:00 am.

SLT MINUTES JULY 2018
Present: Pastor John Sievering, Pastor Scott Jones, Lorraine Arnett, Ernie Denniston, Deb Newell, Jon
Mayo and Ryan Carlson
Devotions: Pastor John brought devotions from Luke 24. This is the story of the disciples after Christ’s
resurrection on the walk to Emmaus. He drew the parallel to how Jesus walked with the disciples for
many miles without them knowing, just as Christ walks with us through all our tough times, including
the those we have experienced here at Benson.
Minutes: The minutes from June were approved as written. There were no additions or corrections
and the minutes were accepted.
Deb Newell was introduced as our new member for the SLT. She agreed to take the spot vacated by
Ron York on the board.
The next discussion was in regard to finances. We are currently $4,325.22 behind on giving, but a big
part of that is due to a large insurance payment that was due this month. There will be another large
payment at the end of the year but not in the other months in between. As a new member Deb asked
how payments are approved so Jon explained that recurring bills go directly to the disbursing
treasurer while others go to the pastors or ministry leaders who made the purchase. That person then
fills out a green slip and has an SLT member/Staff Relations sign off on the purchase. This then goes
with the bill to the Disbursing Treasurer (currently Holly Mayo) for payment. At this time, we also
discussed putting Ernie Denniston back on the list of signers for the checking account. We had
removed him because he didn’t need to write checks, but as Receiving Treasurer he needs to be in
contact with the bank and without being a signer they will not communicate with him. Also, it was
discussed that it would help the Disbursing Treasurer to get all bills first, then have that person
distribute them to the necessary parties. This will help the treasurer know what bills to expect after
approvals and avoid missing payments, etc. The SLT approved adding Ernie as a signer and sending all
bills to the Disbursing Treasurer first.
Pastor Reports:
Pastor Scott began by sharing info on the Costa Rica mission trip fundraiser. He reported that after
expenses $2,027.29 were made (that was updated to $2,152.29 on 7/9.). A little over $1,100 was
made on the silent auction items, just over $130 on donations and about $850 at the door for the
spaghetti, bake sale, etc. Thanks to all those who donated materials, time, money, etc. to make it a
big success!
Pastor Scott also shared about Vacation Bible School which ran from June 11 th-15th and averaged
between 25 and 30 kids a day. We will be sending out follow up postcards to the kids who attended to
thank them for attending and to encourage them to consider attending KIDS this Fall.
Scott also shared that he will be Camp Pastor for Senior High Camp July 15 th-20th this month. He also
shared that his previously planned visit to Maine with region pastors from ABC had to be moved to a
different date which conflicts with his previously approved pulpit supply at his home church in
Fairbury. As a result he unfortunately won’t be making the trip to Maine.
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James 3:13-18
If you are wise and
understand God’s ways,
prove it by living an
honorable life, doing
good works with the
humility that comes
from wisdom.
But if you are bitterly
jealous and there is
selfish ambition in your
heart, don’t cover up the
truth with boasting and
lying.
For jealousy and
selfishness are not God’s
kind of wisdom. Such
things are earthly,
unspiritual, and
demonic.
For wherever there is
jealousy and selfish
ambition, there you will
find disorder and evil of
every kind.
But the wisdom from
above is first of all pure.
It is also peace loving,
gentle at all times, and
willing to yield to others.
It is full of mercy and the
fruit of good deeds. It
shows no favoritism and
is always sincere.
And those who are
peacemakers will plant
seeds of peace and reap
a harvest of
righteousness.

SLT MINUTES JULY CONTINUED 2018
Pastor John began his report by sharing about the Ethos Conversations on Thursday nights. During this time, we have
conversations about topics or subjects that are relevant both inside and outside the realm of church or faith. Through these
discussions we hope that individuals who aren’t familiar or comfortable with a traditional church setting can build
relationships with individuals in the church.
Pastor John then mentioned the all church Sunday School we are doing this summer for 7 th graders through adults. He feels
it is an opportunity to make some good connections with each other and learn about the spiritual gifts we have been given,
as well as the gifts others have been given. His hope is that this will lead to greater understanding of each other and help us
to see that together we can work together to do what is needed to minister to the Benson area.
Pastor John also mentioned that he is set to begin on-line studies through Sioux Falls Seminary this Fall.
He then reported on the continuing search for a worship leader. He had 3 more conversations recently and even though
none of those panned out he has a couple of individuals to contact that may have the skills we are looking for. He also
mentioned that we have done more advertising of the position as the word of mouth method hasn’t panned out yet.
At this time, we also discussed a need that was brought to Pastor John to financially assist some kids that attend but have
had some difficulties recently. It was discussed that even though we mostly use the Fellowship Fund for members it is not
exclusively for members. Even though they aren’t currently members they are regular attendees and could use temporary
assistance so the SLT approved the support.
Pastor John also mentioned that he had been contacted by a second home school organization about possibly using our
facilities. After some discussion it was agreed that we would not pursue this as they wanted a lease agreement to be signed.
At this time it was also recommended that we look at our policy on church usage as we look at policies and structure in the
future.
Old Business: We returned to our discussion of inactive membership. Jon tasked us with looking through the list to see if
there were individuals we knew who were attending other churches, were homebound, etc. so we could either keep them
on the membership rolls or move them to inactive status.
Jon Mayo shared that he is still in the process of working his way through our recommended list for Church Clerk. This
position will be voted on during the September business meeting.
Reports from Councils: Pastor Scott mentioned that the Education Council is still looking for a 2 nd nursery worker on
Sundays. We had an interview setup for last week but the applicant did not show up so we are looking for new candidates.
New Members: Della Stark and Hazel Taylor were approved by Christian experience.
SLT Prayer Concerns: Camps, Mission Trip, Continuing to connect with the Benson neighborhood
Next meeting: August 13th, Devotions will be brought by Ernie Denniston

Ryan Carlson closed us in prayer.
Submitted by Ryan Carlson

PRAYER CONCERNS


Prayers for those with medical issues and recovering.



Prayers for SLT Team: Ernie Denniston, Jon Mayo, Lorraine Arnett, Rick Parks, Ryan Carlson,
Donna Donner, and Deb Newell. .



Prayers for worship leader and SLT Team.



Prayers for the Pastors and their families.
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FOOD PANTRY
Food Pantry
The month of July we served many families in need. Praise the Lord!

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & SERVING CHRIST
LIT+ Program: LIT+ prepares young adults for leadership and ministry. Whether
students want to serve at camp or in their churches and communities LIT+ is a great
first step to leadership.
Requirements:


You must be a junior or senior in high school



You must attend (3) retreat weekends one in the Fall, Winter, and Spring.



Applications are available please see Pastor Scoot Jones for further details.

The application deadline will be August 15, 2018.

Ephesians 5:1-14a

Imitate God, therefore,
in everything you do,
because you are his dear
children.
Live a life filled with
love, following the
example of Christ. He
loved us and offered
himself as a sacrifice for
us, a pleasing aroma to
God.
Let there be no sexual
immorality, impurity, or
greed among you. Such
sins have no place
among God’s people.
Obscene stories, foolish
talk, and coarse jokes—
these are not for you.
Instead, let there be
thankfulness to God.
You can be sure that no
immoral, impure, or
greedy person will
inherit the Kingdom of
Christ and of God. For a
greedy person is an
idolater, worshiping the
things of this world.

IMITATE CHRIST AND LEAD
The best leaders in life are the ones that teach something and actually follow through with it themselves. I had a soccer coach in High School that was tough! He had us run 6 miles, sprints around the
track, multiple drills, ab workouts, pushups, etc. Most coaches would tell you to go out and do what
they asked while they stood on the sideline in the shade with a whistle. But not coach Ray. If he asked
us to complete a task he did it with us. We ran… he ran, we sprinted…. he sprinted, we did drills… he
did drills. Get the point? Coach Ray was teaching us to be good players and leaders by showing us
how we should look. He equipped and lead by example.
In the same way we have a life coach… Jesus! He lived on this earth to not only die to save us, but to
show us the ropes of life. He was the primary example of how we should live. Jesus gave 100% effort
in to the plan that His Father laid before Him.
Ephesians 5:1 says, “Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children”.
This one verse is so convicting because it tells us to “imitate” or live like Christ in EVERYTHING we do.
God’s expectation as part of His family is for us to act more and more like Him. He knows the longer
we practice imitating Jesus the closer we come to Him. Do you practice? Or do you just expect to win
the game in life? I know sports players practice in order to improve their skills. Even if a player is the
best in the league they still practice because there is always something they can work on. The same
applies in our faith. We have to practice to get better at being more like Christ. We don’t have to
settle playing in the minor league when God calls us to play in the major league. Follow Christ’s leadership and imitate Him in every aspect of your life. This could be in your attitude, thoughts, words,
perspective, criticism, etc. God has a much higher calling and expectation for his team than to get
caught up in the messiness of life. Follow His leadership so you can lead by example.
-Tiffany Schlup
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Don’t be fooled by those
who try to excuse these
sins, for the anger of
God will fall on all who
disobey him.

Don’t participate in the
things these people do.
For once you were full
of darkness, but now
you have light from the
Lord. So live as people
of light!
For this light within you
produces only what is
good and right and true.
Carefully determine
what pleases the Lord.
Take no part in the
worthless deeds of evil
and darkness; instead,
expose them.

It is shameful even to
talk about the things
that ungodly people do
in secret.
But their evil intentions
will be exposed when
the light shines on them,
for the light makes
everything visible.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
August
Anniversaries
Dick & Carol Poole
August 9th
Gary & Barb Repair
August 25th



Mike DeMuth– August 4th



Ben Bleyhl– August 4th



Edsel Buchanan– August 6th



Mary Fenton– August 10th



Jeff Knudsen– August 10th



Becky DeMuth– August 10th



Tricia Hopper– August 12th



Lorraine Arnett– August 13th



Karen Drake– August 15th



Alana Lewis– August 23rd



Jake Knudsen– August 25th



Phyllis Short– August 30th

In Loving Memory
In loving memory of Susan Smith, who passed away July 12, 2018.
Susan Smith was a beloved member of the church and will be
deeply missed. Please keep Susan’s son Chris Smith and his family
and friends in your prayers.
Benson Baptist Church
6319 Maple Street
Omaha, Ne 68104
Phone: 402-551-1512
E-mail: office@omahabbc.com

IF ROSES GROW IN HEAVEN
By Dolores M. Garcia

If roses grow in heaven,
Lord please pick a bunch for me,
Place them in my Mother’s arms
and tell her they’re from me.
Tell her I love her and miss her,
and when she turns to smile,
place a kiss upon her cheek
and hold her for awhile.
Because remembering her is easy,
I do it every day,
but there’s an ache within my heart
that will never go away.
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