
Steps to Spiritual Renewal 

Nehemiah 8:1-18 

 

Introduction: 

 

 

 

We move from rebuilding the city, to rebuilding the people. 

Many of us have some misconceptions about the Bible. Some of the myths or misconceptions 

are: 

• The Bible is too confusing to read. In verses 1-8, we will see that the Bible, instead of being 

confusing, is a book that you and I can comprehend  You can understand it! 

• The second myth is that the Bible is too dry and boring to study. What we will discover in 

verses 9-12 is that the Bible is anything but dull  You can rejoice in it! 

• The third misconception is that the Bible is impossible to apply. What relevance does a book 

this old have to do with my world today? Verses 13-18 show us that there are many ways we can 

apply its truths  You can obey it! 

 

Myth 1 is the Bible is too confusing to read. 

 

 

 

 

Misconception #1 is that the Bible is too confusing to read. What we learn from verses 1-8 is that 

the Bible is designed to be understood.  

Let me give you four hints to help you better comprehend the Word of God. 

1. Find a contemporary translation and read a chapter of the Bible every day.  

2.Grab a notebook and write down one verse that impacts you. Saturate yourself with Scripture. 

3. Be attentive during the preaching time. Read the passage I will be speaking on during the 

week.  

4. Bring your Bible and follow along. Take notes. 



Myth #2 is that the Bible is too boring to study. 

 

 

 

 

Let me give you a couple ways to demolish this second myth so that you can rejoice in what you 

understand from the Bible: 

1. Instead of focusing on how you have messed up, draw your attention to what God has done on 

your behalf. 

2. Look for ways to share what you have with others. Think of someone you know who is a pre-

Christian. Ask God to give you an opportunity this week to share your joy with him or her. 

 

Myth #3 is that the Bible is impossible to apply. 

 

 

 

 

Let me suggest three action steps that will help you develop an application orientation to the 

Word of God.  

1. The Bible is not impossible to apply  you can obey it! 

2. Pray and ask God for personal transformation as you read and understand the Bible. Ask Him 

to reveal what it is He wants you to do because of what you have read or heard. Avoid the 

temptation to just “study” the Bible, compiling information as if that is the only goal. 

3. When God reveals something to you, do not put it off. Do not bargain with God. Do not go 

halfway. Do not settle for spiritual mediocrity. Determine to be obedient. 

 

 

 


