
Putting First Things First 

Nehemiah 9:1-37 

 

Introduction 

Nehemiah 8 focused on God’s Word as it was read, interpreted and applied; in chapter 9, the 

people respond in prayer with genuine sadness about their sins.  

Listening to God through His word and responding to Him in prayer are twin aspects of every 

believer’s experience. There can be no spiritual growth without the regular cultivation of this 

dual privilege and discipline. 

Here is another way to compare the two chapters. In chapter 8, Ezra and Nehemiah comfort the 

afflicted. In chapter 9, the comfortable are afflicted.  

Joy and grief are two sides of the same coin. After a thrilling encounter with God, which causes 

them to break into celebration, the believers now come face to face with their own depravity. 

This prayer in Nehemiah is not that long, but it’s a great model for us to study so that we can 

learn to put first things first. 

 

• The Greatness of God (1-6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Goodness of God (7-30) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• The Grace of God (31-37) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends, no matter what you have done or who you have become, it does not matter. Jesus wants 

you to come home. In verse 38, it says that the people made a “binding agreement” and put it 

into writing.  

That means it was personal. It was practical. And it was public. 

1. Personal.  

What do you need to do this morning?  

First of all, do you personally see God as great, as good, and as gracious?  

Personalize your faith by making it real. 

2. Practical.  

Based on who He is, what is the Holy Spirit prompting you to do right now?  

What practical step does He want you to implement? 

3. Public.  

How can you make your decision public?  

You could call a friend and tell him or her. 


