
8 Misconceptions Smart Christians Believe 
 

A Quote from the Theologian Jiminy Cricket 
After Pinocchio comes to life by the fairy, Jiminy Cricket tells him in order to become a real boy he’ll want to avoid 
temptations and do right.  Temptations he says, “are the wrong things that seem right at the time but even though the 
right things seem wrong sometimes, sometimes the wrong things seem right at the wrong time...or...er...visa versa.  
Understand?” Pinocchio shakes his head and Jiminy Cricket boils it all down with a song,   “Let your conscience always be 
your guide.”  
 
Can you think of good ways in which a person’s conscience helps them navigate life?   Is the conscience the best and 
most trustworthy guide to morality? 
 

Today’s Misconception:  Let Your Conscience Be Your Guide 
The Legend Begins 

1. How would you describe your conscience?  Is it God given, socially conditioned, or something else? 
 
 

2. Why do you think people trust their conscience in terms of morality? 
 
 

3. Where have you seen people use their conscience to explain away “bad” behaviour? 
 
 

4. How does the conscience contribute to the idea that truth is relative?   
 
 

Why Our Conscience Can’t Be Trusted 
The Sinful Nature 
The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? Jeremiah 17:9 

5. According to this passage what is the condition of a person’s heart/conscience even after Christ has come to 
dwell there? 

 
6. What does this condition cause? 

 
7. How does this passage help to explain why two Christians equally committed to God can come to diametrically 

opposite conclusions of what God wants? 
 

Cultural Blind Spots 
Then Jacob put his children and his wives on camels, Genesis 31:17 
David recovered everything the Amalekites had taken, including his two wives. 1 Samuel 30:18 

8. How does a person’s upbringing and culture contribute to a blind spot of their conscience?  What are some of 
our cultural blindspots?   

 
 

Majority=Morality 
Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom-- both young and old-- surrounded the 
house. 5 They called to Lot, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex 
with them." Genesis 19:4-5 
 

9. How has the majority of what is accepted in society influenced your Christian morality? 
 



Calloused 
10. If you do 20 push-ups for 10 days in a row, chances are on day 1 you’re sore, but by day 10 you’re easily doing 

them with little fatigue.  Similarly, what does the repetition of sinful actions do to your conscience? How does it 
affect what bothers you or doesn’t bother you anymore? 

 
 

11. Which of these reasons why our conscience can’t be trusted (sinful nature, cultural blindspots, etc) do you view 
as the scariest of the bunch on why your conscience can’t be trusted?  Why? 
 
 

12. Where do we turn to then for certainty in understanding what’s right and wrong and also for certainty in 
knowing what our status before God is? 

 
 
What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it not 
been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 
Romans 7:7 
 
If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 1 John 3:20 
 
 

So What Is It Good For? 
13. How is a conscience (even a fallen, broken, sinful one) a valuable tool in evangelism? 

 
When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 
"Brothers, what shall we do?" Acts 2:37 

 
14. In what way does the conscience function as a warning system for the Christian? 

 
 

15. What benefit is there in society that God has put a conscience in all mankind? 
 

They said to one another, "Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how 
distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; Genesis 42:21 

 

 
 
What Do You Think? 
 

16. What’s the danger when Christians buy into the Jiminy Cricket, “Always let your conscience be your guide 
morality?” 

 
 

 
17. What are you currently doing to be sure your conscience is properly calibrated? 

 
 
 

18. The conscience works on feelings.  Your faith works on certainty.  When your conscience is over or under-active 
and at war with your faith what do you say to yourself or God through his Word say to you to compete against 
those feelings?  


