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8 Misconceptions Smart Christians Believe 
 

React to these statements… 
• Forgiving is not an option.  It’s a sacred duty, demanded by Jesus. 

 

• Forgiveness is pretending that nothing happened.  The thing in the past is a dead issue.  Drop it and 
move on.   

 

• Forgiveness is like a never-ending series of second chances. 
 

• Forgiveness is a fresh start with all the consequences and old baggage removed.  
 

• Forgiveness is restoration of a broken relationship, complete with the same level of trust and privileges 
that preceded the wrongdoing. 
 

• Forgiving little social slights, unkind words, or the guy who jumps your parking spaces can and should 
happen but forgiving “big things” is like letting them get away with a wrong. 

 
Misconception #2: Forgiving = Forgetting 

 

Forgiveness means forgetting what happened.   Can it be done?  Should it be done?  Is this what the Bible 
advocates?  What is biblical forgiveness? 
 

  
 

Biblical Forgiveness 
 
As you’re reading this story write down/underline/highlight everything it says about sin, forgiveness, and 
consequences 
 

The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, "There were two men in a certain town, 
one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3 but the poor 
man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his 
children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him. 4 
"Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or 
cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that 
belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him." 5 David burned with anger 
against the man and said to Nathan, "As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 6 He 
must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity." 7 Then Nathan said to 
David, "You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'I anointed you king over Israel, and 
I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your master's house to you, and your master's wives into 
your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given 
you even more. 9 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck 
down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of 
the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me 
and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.' 11 "This is what the LORD says: 'Out of your own 
household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give 
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them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 12 You did it in secret, but 
I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.'" 13 Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against 
the LORD." Nathan replied, "The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 14 But because by 
doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die." 2 
Samuel 12:1-20 

 
1. After reading the story was there anything that surprised you about forgiveness? 

 
 
 

2. What changed for David?  What stayed the same?  What never will be the same?  Why do you think 
there were such strong consequences for this sin? 

 
 
 

3. Tell me about Bathsheba.  Do you think she forgave David?  Do you think she trusted David?  Which is 
instantaneous?  Which is a process? 

 
 
Forgiveness Doesn’t Mean…. 
  
 1.  There are ______________ __________________________. 
 
 2. What the person did was ____________________________.  
 
 3. We will ___________________ what the person did.   
 
 
Forgiveness Means __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Yet remarkable for God?  Jeremiah 31:34: “For I will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more.” 

 
 
Learning to Forgive 
Read 1 Corinthians 13:5.  What does this verse encourage us to not to do when it comes to love and 
forgiveness? 
 

 it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 1 Corinthians 13:5 

 
Learning to Forgive 
Read Matthew 18:21-35.  What’s the point of this parable? 
 
 
Something Larry Osbourne suggests that if we are having trouble forgiving someone, we should take a “sin 
walk” – a walk somewhere quiet where you attempt to recall all the sins you have committed.  How does that 
help?   
 
 



3 | P a g e  

 

What does Colossians 3:13 suggest as a motivation for forgiving?   
 

 
Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.  Colossians 3:13 

 
 
Learning to Forgive 
Read Romans 12:17-19.  How does that help us in situations when people may not be sorry for their sin 
against us?  
 
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as 
far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room 
for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. Romans 12:17-19 

 
 
“In other words, sometimes it’s okay to pray, ‘God, sic ‘em!’ But if and when we do that, we still need to leave 
room for God’s grace.  He’s been known to turn his (and our) enemies into his (and our) friends.  And if that 
happens, who’s to complain? That’s what grace is all about.  That’s part of what it means to let God be God.” – 
Larry Osbourne 

 
Learning to Forgive 
Larry Osbourne suggests another tip to cultivate forgiveness among us.  The Prayer of Permission—knowing 
what you should do, yet no desire or motivation to do it; Osborne suggests taking one step back and asking 
God to change your heart.  To want to do, what we know we should do.   

 
Why do you think a prayer of permission would be a helpful tool for a Christian struggling with forgiveness? 
 
 

What Do You Think? 
After studying this lesson why do you think Jesus made forgiving one of the distinguishing marks of being a 
Christian?   
 
 
What are “side effects” when we make forgiveness an integral part of our life and life of the church? 
  


