
EVENING MEDITATION 
 

 

HYMN  

 

 

 

RESPONSES  

 

Leader:  Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over. Luke 24:29 

Family:  Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. Matthew 28:20 

 

L:  Your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.  

F:  The LORD will guide you always. Isaiah 58:10,11 

 

L:  Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more;  

F:  the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end.  Isaiah 60:20 

 

L:  On no day will the gates of the Holy City ever be shut,  

F:  for there will be no night there. Revelation 21:25 

 



PASSION READING 

5. Death and Burial Matthew 27:27-66 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus  

Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around 

him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on 

his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” 

they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. After they had 

mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.  

The Crucifixion  

As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross. 

They came to a place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). There they offered Jesus wine to 

drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it. When they had crucified him, they divided up 

his clothes by casting lots. And sitting down, they kept watch over him there. Above his head they placed the 

written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Two robbers were crucified with him, one on 

his right and one on his left. Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “You 

who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you 

are the Son of God!”  

In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. “He saved others,” they 

said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will 

believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ “ 

In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.  

The Death of Jesus  

From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in 

a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.”  

Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to 

Jesus to drink. The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”  

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.  

[A brief silence may be observed.] 

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks 

split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came 

out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 

When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, 

they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”  

Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. 

Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.  

The Burial of Jesus  

As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a 

disciple of Jesus. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. Joseph 

took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the 

rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb.  

The Guard at the Tomb  

The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. “Sir,” they said, 

“we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ So give the 



order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body 

and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.”  

“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” So they went and made the 

tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.  

 

Family Discussion Questions 

Compare this section of Scripture with Isaiah chapter 53.  Discuss. 

 

 

Looking at this crucifixion account.  Discuss all the ways Jesus proves himself to be the Son of God. 

 

 

Talk about the comfort of Jesus willingly giving up his spirit. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.* 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously kept me 

this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I commend my body 

and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (+), and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

 2 Corinthians 13:14 

Amen.  



 


