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Growing Together in Faith 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 

On Monday evening May 18, our Church Council and Board of Elders approved a plan 

that will allow for the reopening of public worship services outdoors at Shepherd of the 

Bay Lutheran Church. The plan was put together after many hours of prayerful 

consideration and discussion. We thank you for your patience, charity, and Christian 

love over the last two months, and we have confidence that you will continue to display 

those same Christian virtues in the weeks and months to come. Despite possibly having 

different opinions about how we should do public worship in the future, keep in mind 

that what unites us is far greater than what could divide us. Christ’s saving grace and 

love have brought us into his family of believers, and we live together as brothers and 

sisters in Christ. These words from the Apostle Paul are great ones to keep in mind at 

this time: Ephesians 4:2-3 “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with 

one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 

bond of peace.”  

 

Here is what we discussed: 
1. We will continue with on-line only worship through the end of May as we evaluate the 

virus spread after the lifting of the stay-at-home order. 

2. We will implement a 3 phase plan which is event driven.   Events such as government 

COVID status, COVID case increase/decrease, etc. 

3. Phase 1 should consist of the following: 

a. Phase 1: Outdoor service only at 10:30am on Sundays. During phase 1 access will 

be limited to building for restrooms only.  In case of inclement weather, outdoor 

service will be cancelled and revert to on-line services. On-line services will still 

be recorded every Saturday morning.  

4. For Phase 1 the following thoughts are provided in accordance with the Calvert County 

Health Dept.  (https://www.calverthealth.org/_pdf/temp/relledrs.pdf ): 

a. There will be one outdoor service on Sunday.  The on-line service will be 

recorded on Saturday.  

b. If anyone is sick, possibly sick, or a member of their household is sick or not 

feeling well, they are asked not to attend. 

https://www.calverthealth.org/_pdf/temp/relledrs.pdf
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c. No one should feel compelled to attend if uncomfortable with the situation/risk – 

other worship avenues are available. 

d. Those in attendance should not think less of those who choose to not to attend.  

God judges the heart and we do not know all personal concerns. 

e. Pastor and altar will be set up in the center median of the parking lot near the 

end closest to the building. 

f. Cars will park around the center median of the parking lot every other space.  

Cars should not pull full forward but allow for chairs for entire family.  Family 

will bring own chairs.  Family will stay within their parking spot.  

g. Overflow will be the outer spots of the parking lot where cars will park every 

other spot and should pull all the way into their spot and set of chairs facing the 

center median – again the family will bring their own chairs and must stay 

within their parking spot. 

h. No facemask required if outdoors, but may wear them if desired.   If there is a 

need to use the restroom, attendees may go into the building and directly to the 

restroom but must wear a mask at all times. 

i. There will be no Sunday School or nursery for the children. 

j. There will be no adult Bible Study before or after the service. 

k. There will be no fellowship gathering after the service. 

l. The bulletin will be on the website and sent electronically to all households for 

whom we have an email address.  There will be a few paper bulletins printed 

and available for those who do not have email. 

m. The Lord’s Supper will continue to be offered privately.  Please call or email 

Pastor Olson and he will gladly work around your schedule to serve you the 

Lord’s Supper. 

We will continue to monitor and evaluate the situation as we move forward. Once 

again, we thank you for your patience and understanding. What a wonderful time for 

us to put our Christian love into practice and let the light of Christ shine in all we do.  

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Pastor Olson, the Church Council and the Board of Elders 
 


