
How Do You Pronounce That? 

Featured Family:  Anthony & Mattie Scicchitano, Alexis 

Dates To Remember: 

Sewing Circle Kick-Off 
1/131/131/131/13    

1/271/271/271/27    

Annual Voter’s Meeting 1/141/141/141/14    

Women’s Bible Study 
Every Every Every Every 

Third Third Third Third 

ThursThursThursThurs    

Chili Cook-Off & 

New Member Welcome 
1/281/281/281/28    

Ash Wednesday Soup Supper 

& Worship 
2/142/142/142/14    

Pinewood Derby TBATBATBATBA    
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If you ask Pastor Olson, he’ll pronounce 
it differently each time he says it.  If 
you ask Anthony or Mattie, they will 
politely respond, “Anyway you want to, 
it really doesn’t matter.”  Maybe you 
should talk to Alexis. 

Alexis is 7 years old and is quite tech 
savvy.  While she does enjoy crafts - 
particularly decoupage - her absolute 
favorite way to spend time is setting 
pictures to music using iMovie.  Part of 
the reason the Scicchitanos came to 
visit SotB is because Alexis wanted to 
try out the playground!  Science is her 
favorite at school, but reading?  Not so 
much. 

Mattie, on the other had, is an avid 
reader, not to mention a writer.  Her 
preferred way to spend a day is by writ-
ing fiction -  she already has one novel 
published - or working on her inspira-
tional blog.  Other things that keep her 
busy, besides being a wife and mother, 
are crocheting, scrapbooking and help-
ing the clean team here at church.  She 
grew up a West Virginia country girl 
who met her husband in high school. 

Anthony was a junior at Laurel High 
when Mattie appeared on the scene and 
caught his eye.  They were married 2 
years later when Mattie was still a high 
school senior.  Anthony jokes that he 
signed her sick notes!  He has always 
worked in printing and is currently em-
ployed at the Bureau of Printing and 
Engraving … ask him how many $20 

bills he handles in a day!  Anthony is 
passionate about hunting, both gun and 
bow, deer and waterfowl.  At last count 
he already had 6 deer this season, but 
you best check with him for the most up
-to-date number.  Woodworking is 
something he wishes he had more time 
for. 

Now that you know a bit about the Scic-
chitano family, take a moment to intro-
duce yourself to them and get to know 
them even better.  Ask them about 
what Pastor Olson said to them within 5 
minutes of meeting them that convinced 
them to come visit on a Sunday morn-
ing.  You’ll find it to be an easygoing, 
lighthearted conversation with some fun 
folks … who really DON’T care how you 
pronounce their last name! 

IN CASE OFIN CASE OFIN CASE OFIN CASE OF    

INCLEMENT WEATHER:INCLEMENT WEATHER:INCLEMENT WEATHER:INCLEMENT WEATHER:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you don’t hear from us, our 
regularly scheduled programming 

continues. 

However, in case of inclement 
weather for any church service or 

event, please check your email 
box for cancellation notices.  

They will also be posted on our 
Facebook page.  For those without 

email access, feel free to call 
Pastor Olson at 269-993-5766. 

A Shepherd of the Bay member publication 

in us and his love is 
made complete in us. 

1 John 4:12 

If we love one another, God 



The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and 
Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
– John 1:14 

Jesus is the One and Only Savior 

By:  Pastor Josh Olson 
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A common resolution at New Year’s is to lose weight and improve fitness. There are various ways people seek to reach 
that goal. Some strive to improve their diet, either eating smaller portions or switching to healthier foods. Others focus 
more on exercise, building up their strength or following a cardio workout plan. Picking any or all of those options can 
help a person reach a weight loss and fitness goal. 

There is a certain goal, however, that has only one way to reach it. If the goal that you want to obtain is eternal life in 
heaven, the one and only way to reach that goal is through Jesus. Jesus is the world’s one and only Savior. 

Many people disagree with that. The common thought is that there are many ways to reach the goal of heaven and 
eternal life. Many consider Jesus to be one option of many. 

But Jesus didn’t come to be a path; he came to be the path. Jesus didn’t come to show us how we could obtain heaven 
by ourselves; he came to show us his glory and to be our Savior. 

Consider how many New Year’s resolutions will be abandoned. We know how weak we can be. But Jesus is true God 
who came from heaven. Yes, he became human like us, yet he was without our weaknesses and he was without our sin. 
His great love caused him to leave heaven and dwell among us. He came to take away our sins by giving his own life as 
the payment for our sins. Calling us to be his followers by trusting him as our Savior, he freely gives us the gift of heav-
en and eternal life. 

Following Jesus isn’t like so many other resolutions that get discarded after a few months. To follow him is a goal that 
lasts the entire year. Having seen the true beauty and glory of the world’s one and only Savior, we can’t help but want 
to learn more and grow in the knowledge of Jesus, the world’s one and only Savior.  

Lenten Worship every Wednesday evening at 7:00pm beginning February 14th 
Come for a Soup/Salad Supper at 6:00pm 
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Advent by Candlelight 

The Advent season is a time for preparation.  The af-

ternoon of December 2nd gave the ladies of the con-

gregation a chance to set aside the hustle and bustle 

of the season and focus on preparing their hearts for 

the coming Christ child.  H’orsdeovres, coffee, desserts, 

singing and a meaningful devotion helped us on our 

way.  Thanks to everyone who participated and to 

those who came and brought friends/family. 

Please consider 

 Easy management of regular giving 

 Useful tool for monthly budgeting 

 Simple & quick 

 Access via the web 

 Give even when you’re away 
 

You can sign up for recurring giving or a one-time gift at 

www.ShepherdOfTheBay.com under the ‘donate’ tab 

 

> Questions?  Ask Sean Case < 

ONLINE GIVING Annual Voter’s Meeting 
Sunday, January 14 

 

Plan to attend! 
 

Look for minutes, budget and 

council nominations in your email 

inbox a week in advance. 



Sewing Circle Stitching for Charity 

By:  Jerre Stephens 

The new 

Sewing Circle 

will focus on 

creating quilts 

for women and 

children 

Lori officially got started in sewing during 
home economics back in high school.  
During the winter she and her father 
would work on knitting, crocheting and 
then started sewing.  After she married 
Tom she received a sewing machine for 
Christmas.  It was her mother-in-law who 
really gave her the push to get into quilt-
ing.  

During a ship’s company tour in Alameda, 
CA she met two great gals who were ac-
complished quilters.  Along with their 
friendship and mentoring, she took some 
classes at a local fabric store to help 
strengthen some fundamentals.  During 
their six-month long deployment, she 
completed six log cabin quilts.   

Lori and Tom received orders to NAVAIR 
here at NAS Patuxent River in 2004 and, 
along with their 3 daughters, became 
members of SotB.  Tom retired from the 
Navy in 2006 and still works on the base 
on the Next Generation Jammer Program.  
Lori currently work at Sierra Management 
in the Accounting Department.  

Jerre recently transferred her church 
membership to SotB from St. Paul's Lu-
theran Church in Manistee, Michigan.  She 
and her husband attended church here 
during her husband's illness and treatment 
at Johns Hopkins.  Rupert passed away 
from cancer in May of 2016 and Jerre 
spends as much time as possible with her 
family in Maryland.  Her future plans are 
to spend the summers in Michigan and the 
rest of the year in Maryland. 

Jerre has always enjoyed making crafts, 
crocheting and sewing.  For the past year 
and a half, Jerre crocheted the baby af-
ghans that Pastor Olson presents to par-
ents when a newborn is baptized. 

You can read more about a recent quilting 
project of Jerre’s on page 5. 

To provide revenue for purchasing new 
supplies, the group plans to sell some of 
their creations a couple of times a year.  If 
you can support this new ministry by pur-
chasing a quilt when they become availa-
ble for sale, please watch the weekly bul-
letin, emails or church newsletter for sale 
dates. 

Hope to see you on the 13th! 

SotB will ring in the new year with the 
formation of a Sewing Circle. This new 
mission will have an emphasis of helping 
women and children.  The Sewing Circle 
will meet every second and fourth Satur-
day (starting on January 13) at 9:00 a.m. 
to noon in classroom #3.  The Sewing 
Circle will focus on creating quilts for can-
cer patients, homeless shelters and other 
charitable purposes.  Some of the quilts 
will be also be used by Pastor Olson when 
visiting ailing or shut-in parishioners. 

The Sewing Circle will donate quilts to 
Safe Harbor in Prince Frederick.  Safe Har-
bor is a residential shelter for abused 
women and their children. The primary 
objective of this facility is to provide a 
supportive shelter experience for the fami-
ly to establish its own healthy living envi-
ronment. 

Another purpose for the Sewing Circle will 
be the Comforter Ministry.  This Ministry is 
a nonprofit organization and independent 
of an actual WELS church, although it is 
supported by many congregations and 
individuals within congregations through-
out the US, as well as several other coun-
tries.  This Ministry/mission provides a 
quilt and a Comforter Ministry journal to 
women diagnosed with any form of can-
cer.  The Sewing Circle would provide fin-
ished quilts for this mission. 

Lori Ball, an long-time member of SotB, 
and Jerre Stephens, SotB's newest mem-
ber, will co-lead the group.  Anyone inter-
ested in helping this new mission is invited 
to attend the sewing sessions.  Sewers 
should bring the following items:  sewing 
machines, extension cords, fabric, scis-
sors, etc.  Lori and Jerre will provide cut-
ting boards, rotary cutters, patterns, iron 
and ironing board, thread, pins, instruction 
and initially enough fabric to get the group 
started. 

If you are not a sewer, but have interest 
in helping SotB with this mission, please 
check out this group.  They will put you to 
work cutting fabric, ironing, tacking down 
quilt tops, and/or teaching you to sew/
quilt.  Congregation members interested in 
helping out might consider donations of 
fabrics.  Fabrics and batting need to be 
washable/easy care.  Fabrics that are 100 
percent cotton are encouraged due to skin 
sensitivity of many cancer patients while in 
treatment. 
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take many items for the children, in-
cluding very small Christmas gifts for 
each of the approximately 400 stu-
dents in our schools, as well as buying 
items for them while we were there. 
You should see their faces when they 
find out they each get one WHOLE 
banana." 

This group holds two annual craft 
shows to support the schools in Haiti 
and Jerre hopes that the Sewing Circle 
will be able to support their craft 
shows with a few quilts to help them 
with their mission. 

At the suggestion of her sister in 
Christ, Edie Hintz, Jerre Stephens do-
nated two quilts on behalf of Shep-
herd of the Bay to another Lutheran 
church holding craft shows to benefit 
the Branch Lutheran Schools of Haiti. 

The organizers of the craft shows 
raised $5,000 for their mission in Hai-
ti.  Their effort put many smiles on 
the faces of the children at the school 
in Haiti.  Linda Petersen, on behalf of 
the Branch Lutheran Schools of Haiti, 
stated,  "I just returned from a won-
derful trip to Haiti. We were able to 

SotB Lends a Hand in Haiti … 

Thank You, Jerre Stephens! 
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The 

Gifts 

Christmas 

of 



About 40 people came out for a rousing night of Bunco with a white elephant gift About 40 people came out for a rousing night of Bunco with a white elephant gift About 40 people came out for a rousing night of Bunco with a white elephant gift About 40 people came out for a rousing night of Bunco with a white elephant gift 

exchange..  For the second year straight Duane Hintz walked away with the most exchange..  For the second year straight Duane Hintz walked away with the most exchange..  For the second year straight Duane Hintz walked away with the most exchange..  For the second year straight Duane Hintz walked away with the most 

Buncos.  Just wait ‘til next year!  Madison Bivens won for the “Most ChristmasBuncos.  Just wait ‘til next year!  Madison Bivens won for the “Most ChristmasBuncos.  Just wait ‘til next year!  Madison Bivens won for the “Most ChristmasBuncos.  Just wait ‘til next year!  Madison Bivens won for the “Most Christmas----sy” sy” sy” sy” 

outfit.  Erin Feddersen took 1200 blue Christmas lights back to her MLC dorm outfit.  Erin Feddersen took 1200 blue Christmas lights back to her MLC dorm outfit.  Erin Feddersen took 1200 blue Christmas lights back to her MLC dorm outfit.  Erin Feddersen took 1200 blue Christmas lights back to her MLC dorm 

room.  All enjoyed cookies and an evening of great fun and fellowship!room.  All enjoyed cookies and an evening of great fun and fellowship!room.  All enjoyed cookies and an evening of great fun and fellowship!room.  All enjoyed cookies and an evening of great fun and fellowship!    
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1/131/131/131/13    

ANNUAL VOTER’S MEETINGANNUAL VOTER’S MEETINGANNUAL VOTER’S MEETINGANNUAL VOTER’S MEETING    

1/271/271/271/27    

CHILI COOKCHILI COOKCHILI COOKCHILI COOK----OFF &OFF &OFF &OFF &    

NEW MEMBER WELCOMENEW MEMBER WELCOMENEW MEMBER WELCOMENEW MEMBER WELCOME    

2/142/142/142/14    

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIPASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIPASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIPASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP    

4/14/14/14/1    

EASTEREASTEREASTEREASTER    

4/64/64/64/6----8888    

GREAT COMMISSION WEEKENDGREAT COMMISSION WEEKENDGREAT COMMISSION WEEKENDGREAT COMMISSION WEEKEND    

5/205/205/205/20    

CONFIRMATIONCONFIRMATIONCONFIRMATIONCONFIRMATION    

6/186/186/186/18----22222222    

SOCCER CAMPSOCCER CAMPSOCCER CAMPSOCCER CAMP    

6/266/266/266/26----29292929    

YOUTH RALLYYOUTH RALLYYOUTH RALLYYOUTH RALLY    



Chili Cook off & New Member Welcome 
 Whip up your best pot of chili 

 Bring some bills, coin, moola, clams, c-notes to vote for your favorite chili 
 Not a chili cooker?  Bring cornbread or a dessert or condiments 

 Get to know our newest members 
 Win the Golden Ladle award 

 All money raised will help bring soccer camp coaches to MD this summer 

Sunday, January 28 
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“NEVER ALONE!” 
 

2018 WELS International Youth 
Rally 

June 26-29, 2018 
 

Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 

 Meet WELS teens from across the country and around the world. 

 Listen to speakers with a biblical perspective on timely teen topics. 

 Gather information on colleges, ministries, and service opportunities. 

 Experience lifting your voices in worship with 2,000 people. 

  
REGISTRATION RUNS MARCH 1-MAY 31 

$345 early-bird rate until April 30 
$370 May 1-May 31 

To be almost 

saved, is to 

be totally lost. 

Feed your 

faith and your 

doubts will 

starve to 

death. 

The noblest 

revenge is to 

forgive. 



Growing Together in Faith 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTERSUPCOMING NEWSLETTERSUPCOMING NEWSLETTERSUPCOMING NEWSLETTERS:  :  :  :  The deadline for the next newsletter (March - April 2018) is the 25th of February.  
If you would like to submit an article or news item, simply email it to clubfedd@md.metrocast.net .  Please consider 
writing an article (preferably in Microsoft Word) on an upcoming church event, mission outreach, youth group, etc.  A 
big “thank you” to all who have helped with prior newsletters! 

Shepherd of  the Bay 

Lutheran Church 

9463 H.G. Trueman Road 

Lusby, MD  20657 

Josh Olson, pastor 

269-993-5766 (cell phone) 

410-231-2075 (church office) 

pastor@shepherdofthebay.com 

 

Adult Bible Class at 9:30am 

Sunday Worship at 10:30am 
(Sunday School during worship) 

 

We’re on the Web! 
www.shepherdofthebay.com 

Great 

Commission 

Weekend 
April 6April 6April 6April 6----8888    


