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OPENING HYMN   Lift High the Cross | CW 579:1,3 

(Refrain): 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

1  Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 

(Refrain) 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

3  So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory. 

(Refrain) 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS  

M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

 God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

 forgiveness.  

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

 disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

 and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

 and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

 Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

 be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a servant of Christ and by his 

 authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

 and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:   (spoken) Amen. 



Page | 3  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray.  

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-

failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in 

the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: (spoken) Amen.  

The Word 

FIRST READING                                                                                     Judges 16:22-31 

22 But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had been shaved.  
23 Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their 

god and to celebrate, saying, “Our god has delivered Samson, our enemy, into our 

hands.”  
24 When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying,  

“Our god has delivered our enemy  

into our hands,  

the one who laid waste our land  

and multiplied our slain.”  

25 While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain us.” 

So they called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for them.  

When they stood him among the pillars, 26 Samson said to the servant who held his 

hand, “Put me where I can feel the pillars that support the temple, so that I may lean 

against them.” 27 Now the temple was crowded with men and women; all the rulers of 

the Philistines were there, and on the roof were about three thousand men and women 

watching Samson perform. 28 Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “O Sovereign LORD, 

remember me. O God, please strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow 
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get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson reached toward the two 

central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand 

on the one and his left hand on the other, 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the 

Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers 

and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived.  
31 Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to get him. They 

brought him back and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah 

his father. He had led Israel twenty years. 

  

SECOND READING                                                                             Galatians 6:12-16 
12 Those who want to make a good impression outwardly are trying to compel you to 

be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of 

Christ. 13 Not even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet they want you to be 

circumcised that they may boast about your flesh. 14 May I never boast except in the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I 

to the world. 15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is 

a new creation. 16 Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the Israel of God. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY   

P:  Alleluia. Your words became a joy to me, and the delight of my heart. Alleluia.  

 

Please Stand:  After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation speaks:  

 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord!  

GOSPEL READING Matthew 16:21-26 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of 

the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall 

never happen to you!”  
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 

me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  
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24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny 

himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save his life will 

lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for a man if 

he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for 

his soul? 

 

After the Gospel, the congregation speaks: 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

     born of the virgin Mary,  

     suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

     was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

     and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy Christian Church,  

     the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken | CW 465:1,2  

1  Jesus, I my cross have taken, All to leave and follow you. 

Destitute, despised, forsaken, You on earth once suffered, too. 

Perish ev’ry fond ambition, All I’ve ever hoped or known; 

Yet how rich is my condition! God and heav’n are still my own. 

 

2  Let the world despise and leave me; They have left my Savior, too. 

Human hearts and looks deceive me; You are not, like them, untrue. 

And since you have smiled upon me, God of wisdom, love, and might, 

Foes may hate and friends may shun me—Show your face, and all is bright. 

SERMON  
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OFFERING 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

M:  Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

 from above.  Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the 

 joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast 

 faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

 

CLOSING HYMN   Onward, Christian Soldiers | CW 537 

 

1  Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 

Christ, the royal master, Leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle See his banners go! 

Refrain: 

Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 
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4  Onward, then, ye faithful; Join the happy throng, 

Blend with ours your voices In the triumph song: 

Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ the King; 

This through countless ages Saints and angels sing. 

Refrain: 

Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 

 

 

Week at a Glance 

 Today,  Sunday, September 13th      

      9:00 AM  Outdoor Worship Service 

  10:30 AM  Indoor Worship Service 

  Friday- Sunday Virtual Sunday School 

 Wednesday, September 16th  

  5:30 PM  Produce Basket  

  7:00 PM  Midweek Bible Study on Zoom 

 Saturday, September 19th  

  7:30  PM  Outdoor Movie Night 

 Sunday, September 20th  

  9:00 AM  Outdoor Worship Service 

  10:30 AM  Indoor Worship Service 

  Friday- Sunday Virtual Sunday School 

This is the week Sunday School starts again!  No, we aren't able to meet in person, but 

we're offering a great alternative.  Age-appropriate video lessons are taught by 

experienced WELS teachers and are uploaded each week.    

Hey, Catechism kids!  Let's get together and learn a little tennis!  Pastor Olson is leading 

a Tennis Camp on Saturday, September 26 from 10:30am-12:00pm.  It's FREE!  Just bring a 

tennis racket (let us know if you need one) and water bottle.  It will be held at Cove Point 

Park on courts 3&4.  If you are in grades 5-8, please register today, as space is very limited! 

https://shepherdofthebay.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3d4e4eb751bbf62fcf9119844&id=a0dab8d117&e=3247159854

