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SERVICE OF WORD 

OPENING HYMN How Can I Thank You, Lord | CW 460:1,2,4,5 

1  How can I thank you, Lord, For all your loving-kindness, 

That you have patiently Borne with me in my blindness! 

When dead in many sins And trespasses I lay, 

I kindled, holy God, Your anger ev’ry day. 

 

2  It is your work alone That I am now converted; 

O’er Satan’s work in me You have your pow’r asserted. 

Your mercy and your grace That rise afresh each morn 

Have turned my stony heart Into a heart new-born. 

 

4  Grant that your Spirit’s help To me be always given 

Lest I should fall again And lose the way to heaven. 

Grant that he give me strength In my infirmity; 

May he renew my heart To serve you willingly. 

 

5  O Father, God of love, Now hear my supplication; 

O Savior, Son of God, Accept my adoration; 

O Holy Spirit, be My ever faithful guide 

That I may serve you here And there with you abide. 
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INVOCATION 

P: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C:      And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 

child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C:     Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray 

O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be gracious to 

us in our weakness and give us strength to keep your commandments in all we say 

and do; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen.  
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The Word 

FIRST READING                                                                                      Exodus 3:1-15 

 3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 

Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of 

God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. 

Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go 

over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”  
4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the 

bush, “Moses! Moses!”  

And Moses said, “Here I am.”  
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 

standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to 

look at God.  
7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them 

crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have 

come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that 

land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the 

Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the 

Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So 

now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”  
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites 

out of Egypt?”  
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have 

sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this 

mountain.”  
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 

fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”  
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM 

has sent me to you.’ ”  
15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is my 

name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation. 
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RESPONSIVE VERSE CW: 542:1 

1  Dear Lord, to your true servants give 

The grace to you alone to live. 

Set free from sin to serve you, Lord, 

They go to share your living Word, 

The gospel message to proclaim 

That all may know your saving name. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                             Romans 4:18-25 

  
18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just 

as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 Without weakening in his faith, he 

faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—

and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the 

promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully 

persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited to 

him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, 24 

but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised 

Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to 

life for our justification. 

 

RESPONSIVE VERSE CW: 542:2 

2  They gladly go at your command 

To spread your Word o’er sea and land. 

Be with them, Lord, and make them strong 

To heal sin’s ills, to right the wrong. 

Your rule is over wind and wave, 

And mighty is your arm to save. 
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GOSPEL READING                                                                             Matthew 9:9-13 

 9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 

collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.  
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and “sinners” 

came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 

disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”  
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go 

and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners.” 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Let Me Be Yours Forever | CW 596 

1  Let me be yours forever, My faithful God and Lord; 

Let me forsake you never Nor wander from your Word. 

Lord, do not let me waver But give me steadfastness, 

And for such grace and favor Your holy name I’ll bless. 

 

2  Lord Jesus, my salvation, My light, my life divine, 

My only consolation, To you I all resign, 

For you have dearly bought me With blood and bitter pain. 

Let me, since you have sought me, Eternal life obtain. 

 

3  O gracious Holy Spirit, My comforter and guide, 

Grant that in Jesus’ merit I always may confide, 

Him to the end confessing Whom I have known by faith. 

Give me your constant blessing And grant a Christian death. 

 
 

 

SERMON  
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THE APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

OFFERING 

The members of Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran Church have joined together to do the Lord's work in this 

community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 

supports our ministry.  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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PRAYER AND BLESSING 

P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

 with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:  Amen.       

 

CLOSING HYMN Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit | CW 545 

1  Send, O Lord, your Holy Spirit On your servants now, we pray; 

Let them all be faithful shepherds That no lamb is led astray. 

Your pure teaching to proclaim, To adore your holy name, 

And to feed your lambs, dear Savior, Make their aim and sole endeavor. 

 

2  You, O Lord, yourself have called them For your precious lambs to care; 

But to prosper in their calling, They the Spirit’s gifts must share. 

Grant them wisdom from above; Fill their hearts with holy love. 

In their weakness, Lord, be near them; In their prayers, Good Shepherd, hear them. 

 

3  Help, Lord Jesus, help them nourish Our dear children with your Word, 

That in constant love they serve you Till in heav’n their song is heard. 

Boundless blessings, Lord, bestow On your servants’ work below 

Till by grace to them is given Their reward, the crown of heaven. 

 


