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 Back in November we heard a great sermon based on Matthew 25:31-46.  A portion 

of that text reads, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 

I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me.” 

This fall Shepherd of the Bay was presented several opportunities to serve our 

neighbors, and we did just that.  The village in the Philippines where Maria Krauss 

grew up was hit with a Super Typhoon early in November.  Thankfully, her family is 

safe, but her village was decimated.  Many of our members donated money for 

Maria to send to her family, who in turn is helping the entire village with food, sup-

plies and rebuilding. 

In December we gathered enough food to give 

meal boxes to ten needy families.  This was done 

via the non-profit, Project Echo in Prince Freder-

ick.  They are a non-profit organization with a 

mission to provide hope for the homeless. They 

have emergency shelter and supportive housing 

for individuals and families experiencing home-

lessness in Calvert County, MD.  

Matthew 25 continues, “The King will reply, 

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 

did for me.’”  Continue to let the light of Christ 

shine through you, Shepherd of the Bay! 

ON THE CALENDAR 

Bible Class begins…….1/6 

Cat. Class begins……….1/7 

Annual Meeting.……..1/27 

Food for the Flock 

 

In Case of inclement Weather 

If you don’t hear from us, our 
regularly scheduled programming 
continues.  However, in case of 

inclement weather for any church 
service or event, please check 
your email box for cancellation 

notices.  For those without email 
access, feel free to call Pastor 

Olson at 269-993-5766. 



New Year’s Success     By:  Pastor Josh Olson 
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January 6th marks the beginning of the season of Epiphany 

(the Greek word for “appearance”). This season of the church year 

celebrates God's revealing or manifesting of Jesus' identity as true 

God, Messiah, and Savior of the world. 

Epiphany not only commemorates the fact that Jesus appeared to 

save us, but that God revealed the identity of Jesus to the world. 

The season of Epiphany will conclude on February 14th, with the 

festival of the Transfiguration of our Lord. 

“Commit to the LORD whatever you 

do, and your plans will suc-

ceed” (Proverbs 16:3) 

King Solomon knew a thing or two 

about success.  He seemed to have it 

all. He had wisdom. He had wealth.  He 

had power. Everything he touched 

seemed to turn to gold. He shares with 

us the secret to his success in these 

words he wrote by inspiration of God: 

“Commit to the LORD whatever you 

do, and your plans will succeed.”  King 

Solomon understood sin and failure 

too. The Bible says, “As Solomon grew 

old, his wives turned his heart after 

other gods, and his heart was not fully 

devoted to the Lord his God, as the 

heart of David his father had been (I 

Kgs 11:4).” God clearly was not pleased 

with his polygamous lifestyle and his 

neglect of God’s holy will. “The LORD 

became angry with Solomon because 

his heart had turned away from the 

LORD, the God of Israel ...Since this is 

your attitude ... I will most certainly 

tear the kingdom away from you and 

give it to one of your subordinates.

(10,11)” Because of his sin, the kingdom 

of Israel would split in two after his 

death. He knew the consequences of 

doing things one’s own way instead of 

“committing whatever we do to the 

LORD.” 

We would be foolish to enter the new 

year without making plans for our-

selves and our family. But we would err 

tragically if we do such planning out-

side of the will of God. We will fail mis-

erably in this new year if we go through 

life arrogantly making our own plans 

and disregarding God’s will. To 

“commit to the LORD whatever you 

do” is to ask the LORD to refine, 

remold, reshape the plans we make for 

2021 in such a way that God’s will is 

being done in our lives. May God give 

us a good dose of humility in 2021 so 

that regardless of how the plans we 

make change from our original intent, 

we can still see that God is guiding and 

directing our lives according to his 

good and gracious will. 

We know that “God our Savior wants 

all men to be saved and to come to a 

knowledge of the truth: (1 Ti 2:4). So 

we know that God has a plan for our 

lives too! I think we would all be much 

happier to see God’s plans for us mate-

rialize as he tweaks our 2021 plans to 

match his holy will. So let us “commit 

our ways to the Lord.” Then we can be 

sure that our “plans will succeed.” 
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Ah, the holiday season!  True, 

it wasn’t quite the same as 

always.  But some things did 

not change - we prepared our 

hearts during Advent season.  

We celebrated Jesus’ birth on 

Christmas.  We were remind-

ed that he came not only to 

be born, but to die and to rise 

again  … all just for us! 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday Jesus Christ is the same yesterday Jesus Christ is the same yesterday Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.and today and forever.and today and forever.and today and forever.    

Hebrews 13:8Hebrews 13:8Hebrews 13:8Hebrews 13:8    
The Olson men enjoy the warmth of 

a Thanksgiving Eve bonfire and 

fellowship with church family. 

Shauna Kopitzke, Petra & Annie Budde, and Mattie & Alexis Scicchitano organized a 

safe and enjoyable afternoon of making Advent wreaths to share with the congregation. 

Pastor Olson reads the Luke 2 account of Jesus’ 

birth during a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 



 

Budget Update     By:  Sean Case, Treasurer 

Class is Back in Session! 
 

Bible Class:  Wednesdays at 7:00pm via 
Zoom.  Link on our website. 

 

Catechism Class:  Thursdays at 6:45pm. 

The blessings Jesus pours on our 

church has ensured a very healthy fi-

nancial position.  As the table shows, 

our inflows were above outflows at the 

end of the year.  The unusually low 

expenses are directly attributed to the 

lower levels of ministry and outreach 

activities due to the pandemic.  The 

strong offerings however, which do not 

include the Paycheck Protection Pro-

gram funds, are truly a gift from the 

Lord.  The net effect is a $13,000 sur-

plus, which just happens to match the 

amount we borrowed from our capital 

improvement account in 2018 and 2019 

to cover operating shortfalls.  We were 

able to pay that loan back and now 

look forward to the next year.  The 

Lord is good, Alleluia! 

Please pray for our church that we con-

tinue to stay financially healthy, and 

that the Holy Spirit provides our con-

gregation the discernment needed to 

use his gifts wisely and for the glory of 

the Lord.   
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

1/3:  Edie Hintz 

1/4:  Chuck Fick 

1/10:  Annie Budde 

1/10:  Cindy Harless 

1/17:  Connor Lunick 

1/19:  Bob Blevins 

1/20:  Zachariah Krauss 

 

1/21:  Taylor Escobar 

1/25:  Dane Bassett 

1/26:  Nicole Kassulke 

 

 

HAPPY ANNI VERSARY! 

1/11: 

Bob & Lenore Blevins 

 

Cumulative Activity 
Through December 2020 Budget Actual 

Offerings $193,667 $194,270 

Expenses $193,667 $180,593 

Net $0 $13,677 



2020 for many, is a year to forget, But others have lived it, with little regret. 

There will always be trials and crosses to bear, There will always be differences everywhere 

Jobs will be lost, loved ones will die, Financial burdens will cause us to cry. 

Never make light of a hardship or sadness, Lend help and offer a kind word of gladness. 

As the year closes, the pandemic still near, We can look ahead and live without fear. 

For one thing is certain, and always holds true - God is our refuge and He won’t forsake you 

He will not leave us, His Word does not change. It’s we who leave him and become so estranged. 

His blessings are here, His blessings are there; In sickness, in sadness, and even despair. 

In good times we thank Him as we know we should, No matter what happens it’s for our souls good! 

Sometimes His blessings are real hard to see Because they are blinded by a person named me. 

God’s will, not ours, His ways and His thoughts, His Only Son’s blood our redemption has bought 

He’s a light to our path and a lamp to our feet. He died and He rose, God’s promise complete. 

Doubting and worrying is a slippery slope, Be constant in prayer and rejoicing in hope, 

Be still in all trials, all worries and dread, I’ve overcome the world, our dear Savior said. 

So as we go forth into 2021, Give thanks and holdfast to God’s only Son. 

A blessed New Year to all of you here, God truly is good, so be of good cheer!  

2020 Reflections     By:  Dawn Rand, a friend of the congregation 
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Please consider 

•Easy management of regular giving       •Simple & quick       •Access via the web 

•Useful tool for monthly budgeting       •Give even when you’re away 

You can sign up for recurring giving or a one-time gift at www.ShepherdOfTheBay.com under the ‘donate’ tab 

> Questions?  Ask Sean Case < 

ONLINE GIVING 



Shepherd of the Bay 

Lutheran Church 
 

Pastor Josh Olson 

269-993-5766 (cell) 

410-231-2075 (church office) 

lusbyshepherd@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Worship at 

9:00am & 10:30am 
(Sunday school online at our website) 

 

We’re on the Web! 
www.ShepherdOfTheBay.com 

 

 

 
 
 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Shepherd of the Bay 
Lutheran Church 

9463 HG Trueman Road 
Lusby, MD  20657 

 
 
 
 

Growing To
ther 
in Faith 

Annual Voter’s MeetingAnnual Voter’s MeetingAnnual Voter’s MeetingAnnual Voter’s Meeting    

Wednesday, January 27 a
t 7:00pm on Zoom. 

Log on at www.Shepher
doftheBay.com 

under the ‘connect’ tab. 

 

Everyone is welcome! 


