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Keys to the Kingdom  

(A Study of the Sermon on the Mount) 
 

Introduction 

Blessings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!    We are going to study the first major 

sermon Jesus preached, and picture it in our mind’s eye as though we were sitting there on that 

beautiful sloping hillside overlooking the Sea of Galilee in Israel over two thousand years ago, next to 

Peter, James, John and all the others! 

The version of the Bible I will use for the questions and fill-in-the-blanks is the New American Standard 

Bible (NASB).  Of course you may use any version you are comfortable with, but be aware that the 

answers might vary slightly. 

There will be three days of study each week to complete.  I know many of you will sit down and do all 

three days at once. Others will spread it out over the week. Whatever works for you!  It would be great 

to gather with a small group of friends once a week to share the amazing “Keys to the Kingdom” that we 

studied. There are discussion ideas included with each day’s work, so that you and a friend or small 

group can do just that.  Consider asking a friend to join you so that you can encourage each other and 

enjoy the great treasures of God’s Word together.  Either way, I know this study will be a blessing to you. 

“When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to 

Him.”  Matthew 5:1 

What was the Sermon on the Mount?  Was it literally a sermon that Jesus gave on a mountain?  The 

easy answer is yes - but it is much more than just another sermon. 

“The Sermon on the Mount is the most famous sermon Jesus ever gave.  It tells us how to live a 

life that is dedicated to and pleasing to God, free from hypocrisy, full of love and grace, full of 

wisdom and discernment.”  (GotQuestions.org)  

“A perfect standard of the Christian life.”  (St. Augustine, 5th century) 

“The Sermon on the Mount is the Great Manifesto of the kingdom of God.”  (Chuck Smith, Blue 

Letter Bible) 

It is recorded in both Luke (chapter 6) and Matthew (chapters 5-7), with Matthew providing the most 

detail.  This sermon took place on the mountainside just outside Capernaum, early in Jesus’s ministry.  In 

Luke’s Gospel, we learn that after a whole night of prayer, Jesus called His disciples to Him and named 

them as His “twelve apostles”.  

Why study the Sermon on the Mount?  
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For those of us who are not just church attenders, but who truly desire to know Jesus, this Sermon gives 

us the basics of what it means to follow Him. This is becoming increasingly more necessary as the times 

we are living in are getting darker.  There are so many voices on social media and across the internet 

that give opinions or ideas about what Christianity is or is not.  We hear stories about well-known 

preachers who leave the ministry.   We see popular ministries that often send confusing messages.  

These messages can leave us all asking, “What would Jesus say? What would Jesus do?”   

The Sermon on the Mount will teach us clearly what He would say and do.  Jesus does not care about 

political correctness.  He doesn’t care about being popular or being accepted by the religious leaders of 

His day.  What Jesus did was tell us the Truth.  Every word that He spoke was true.  You can trust Him.  

You can follow Him.  This study is just a basic fundamental look at what He said.  Because with all of the 

voices and opinions out there – it’s His voice and His opinion that really matters. 

“Jesus came down with them and stood on a level place; and there was a large crowd of His disciples, 

and a great throng of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon, who 

had come to hear Him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean 

spirits were being cured.”  Luke 6:17-18 

Next, we read that Jesus, “turned His gaze toward His disciples” and began to teach them. 

Clearly, this message was not aimed at the entire crowd, but rather His newly appointed apostles.  Jesus 

wanted to let them know that their lives were about to change.  As apostles of Christ, they would follow 

His path with different priorities than the Pharisees, or religious leaders.  John the Baptist had called Him 

the “Lamb of God”.  At His water baptism, the voice of God had spoken and said that Jesus was “His 

Beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”  So, without needing to know much more than that, the twelve 

ordinary men had chosen to follow Him, because they hoped that He truly was the promised Messiah.  

But they really didn’t know how much their lives would change, until they heard this Sermon on the Mount. 

These Jewish disciples were expecting the Messiah-King to come one day and sit on the throne of David, 

in the city of David.  The Messiah had been spoken of through all of the prophets of Israel and Judah.  

The disciples didn’t understand though, that before the promised kingdom could come, before Jesus 

could allow fallen humanity into His holy kingdom of righteousness, there would be a cross.  There 

would be a crucifying of the flesh, and a pouring out of the pure and holy blood.  The Messiah would 

suffer and die for the remission of sins for all those who believe, and then afterward, the fulfillment of 

the kingdom, when He will sit on the throne as the King of Righteousness.  The disciples didn’t need to 

understand all of that yet, they simply needed to follow Jesus and He would sanctify them and teach 

them to obey. 

The prophecies about the future kingdom are yet to be fulfilled. But they WILL be fulfilled!  Jesus will 

one day reign over this earth as King although even now He is the King of the Universe, and sits at the 

right hand of the Father in heaven.  But those who don’t believe, who have not been redeemed by His 

blood, do not acknowledge Him as their Lord or their King.  They unknowingly worship the “prince of 

this world”.  But there is no need to worry.  The Bible also tells us that the devil’s time is almost up.  Our 

King is coming! As His chosen people, we are called to wait patiently and expectantly for His return. 
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“For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think 

He will.”  Matthew 24:44 

How do we prepare if we want to be ready for the return of the King?  We need to learn to walk by faith 

in our Lord Jesus.  We need to adjust our thinking so that we begin to value the things that God values.  

Like the five wise virgins in the parable Jesus told in Matthew 25:1-13, we need to have oil (the filling of 

the Holy Spirit) in our lamps when the bridegroom comes. 

As we begin our study, let us pray that God will give us understanding and spiritual insight as we sit at 

the Teacher’s feet and learn more about His kingdom.  Let’s come with a humble spirit, with ears to hear 

what He is saying.  And let us be doers of the Word!   

Let our heartfelt prayer be:  “Lord, give us the keys to the kingdom.” 

Jesus told us to ask and we would receive.  So let’s ask in faith believing!  
Jesus told us to seek and we would find.  So let’s be seekers! 
Jesus told us to knock and the door would be opened.  So let’s knock and keep on knocking! (Matthew 7:7-8) 
 

“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have 

been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.”  

Matthew 16:19 

“Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at 

all.”  Luke 18:17 

“I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise 

and intelligent and have revealed them to infants.”  Matthew 11:25 

God bless you as you meet with Him daily and seek Him through this Bible study.  May God grant you 

the time and energy to complete all six weeks of study, and let it accomplish in you that which only the 

Spirit of God can and will do for His glory! 

Read through the entire Sermon on the Mount found in Matthew 5-7 before you begin the study. 
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Keys to the Kingdom Outline 

(The Structure of Matthew Chapters 5-7) 

 

The Sermon on the Mount divides naturally into nine thematic sections. 

SECTION 1 Chapter 5:1-12 The Eight Beatitudes 

SECTION 2 Chapter 5:13-20 Illustrations of Salt and Light, the  
     Law Fulfilled, Righteousness 
 
SECTION 3 Chapter 5:21-48 “You have heard – but I say”–  
     Surpassingly Righteous Living 
 
SECTION 4 Chapter 6:1-6  Warnings against Hypocrisy and Wrong Motives 
 
SECTION 5 Chapter 6:7-18 Prayer and Fasting  
 
SECTION 6 Chapter 6:19-34 Wholehearted Devotion  
 
SECTION 7 Chapter 7:1-6  Specks and Logs – Judge not 
 
SECTION 8: Chapter 7:7-12 Ask, Seek, Knock 
 
SECTION 9: Chapter 7:13-27 Not for Everyone 
 
 

We will look at all nine sections over the course of 5 weeks, though not 
necessarily in this order. Week six will be a special section on the kingdom of God. 
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Keys to the Kingdom 

Week 1: Keys to the Kingdom 

 Day One:  Walking by Faith – Waiting for Our Kingdom Rewards 

 Day Two:  A Blessing to be Poor on Earth – Rich in Heaven 

 Day Three:  There is a Time to Mourn and a Time to Laugh 

Week 2: Made in the King’s Image 

 Day One:  Meek and Merciful 

 Day Two:  Pure and a Peacemaker 

 Day Three:  Loving the Un-Lovable 

Week 3: Kingdom of Righteousness 

 Day One:  Hungry and Thirsty for Righteousness 

 Day Two:  Salt and Light of Righteousness 

 Day Three:  Persecuted for Righteousness 

Week 4: Surpassing Righteousness 

 Day One:  Righteousness that Surpasses 

 Day Two:  God is Faithful to Keep His Word 

 Day Three:  The Right Way to Treat People 

Week 5: Life in the Kingdom 

Day One:  Prayer – Asking, Seeking, Knocking 

Day Two:  The Narrow Gate 

Day Three:  Not for Everyone 

Week 6: The Kingdom of God 

Day One:  God is the Eternal King 

Day Two:  Jesus is Coming Back as the King of Kings 

Day Three:  We are Chosen to be a Kingdom of Priests – a Holy Nation 
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Week One - Keys to the Kingdom  

Day One: Walking by Faith – Waiting for Our Kingdom Rewards 

 

“This is our God for whom we have waited that He might save us.”  Isaiah 25:9 

I don’t know about you, but I find it very hard to wait.  When I am standing or driving in a slow-moving 

line for whatever reason, I am sure my lack of patience becomes obvious to all those around me.  Or 

when I am waiting for the coffeemaker to brew a fresh cup – anticipating the first sip of the morning, 

waiting does not come easy or natural to me! 

But patience is definitely a virtue I need more of, waiting on the Lord, that is.  In other words, I need 

patience to trust that God will keep His promises.  He is faithful.  Waiting is something that God’s people 

need to practice.  Jesus teaches us that there are rewards coming for those who walk by faith and live by 

the principles He teaches in His Sermon of the Mount.  And the rewards will be well worth the wait! 

Read each Beatitude in Matthew 5, and write out the reward that follows. 

Matthew 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is _________________________________________.” 

Matthew 5:4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall ___________________________________.” 

Matthew 5:5 “Blessed are the gentle (meek), for they shall ___________________________________.” 

Matthew 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall ________________.” 

Matthew 5:7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall ________________________________________.” 

Matthew 5:8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall ____________________________________.” 

Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall ____________________________________.” 

Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of Me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward ____________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________.” 

Matthew 5:19 Who will be called, “great” in the Kingdom? _____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________. 
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How Long, O Lord? 

Look up the following verses that all ask the question, “How long?”  Write down the thing being waited 

for.  Also, note who is waiting – if it is clear. 

Psalms 94:3___________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 13:1 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 4:2a___________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 4:2b___________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 74:10 __________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 79:5___________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 89:46__________________________________________________________________________ 

Numbers 14:11_______________________________________________________________________ 

Mark 9:19___________________________________________________________________________ 

Waiting is something that is a common theme throughout Scripture.  Remember Noah waiting for it to 

rain?  Remember Abraham and Sarah waiting for a son to inherit the promise?  Remember Moses 

waiting for the deliverance of the people from Egypt?  Remember Joshua and his men marching around 

Jericho seven times? 

But did you also notice that God is waiting too?  He is waiting patiently for us to turn to Him with all of 

our heart.  He is waiting for more souls to repent and turn from their wicked ways and be saved. 

” The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 

wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”  2 Peter 3:9 

Read Hebrews 6:10-20  

1. (v.15) What word is used to describe Abraham “waiting”? _______________________________ 

2. (v.10) “For God is not _______________so as to ____________ your _______________ and  

the ___________ which you have shown toward His name, in having _____________________ 

and in still ministering to the _______________.” 

3. When we are tempted to believe that God will not keep His promises, what do we need to 

remember? 

• (v.18) It is impossible for God to ____________________________________________. 

• (v.18) We must take hold of the _____________________________________________. 
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• (v.19) Our hope is an _____________________________________ of the ___________. 

• (v.19) Our hope is both _____________________ and ___________________________. 

• (v.19) Our hope is one which enters within the _________________________________. 

The veil mentioned here is the veil that was in the tabernacle and separated the “holy place” from the 

“most holy place”.  In the Old Testament, only a Levitical high priest was allowed by God to enter the 

“most holy place”, and only one day a year.  But the Book of Hebrews tells us that “Jesus has entered as 

a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”  

“When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 

creation….but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all having obtained 

eternal redemption.”  Hebrews 9:11-12 

Read Hebrews 7:20-28 

Reasons why we can trust Jesus to keep His promises: 

1. (v.20-21) The covenant that God made with us was made with an ________________________. 

2. (v.23-24) The priesthood of Jesus is ________________________________________________. 

3. (v.26) Jesus, our high priest, is ____________________________________________________. 

Read 2 Timothy 4:1-8  

In this letter to Timothy, Paul says he “solemnly charges” him in the “presence of God and of Christ 

Jesus”.  We are “solemnly charged” just like Timothy.  What were the instructions that Timothy was 

commanded to obey? 

1. “Preach the word, be ______________ in season and __________________________; reprove, 

rebuke, exhort, with _______________________________ and instruction.  For the time will 

come when they will not _________________ sound _______________________; but wanting 

to have their ears _____________________, they will accumulate for _____________________ 

teachers in accordance to their __________________________ and will turn away their ears 

from ____________________ and will ________________________to ____________________. 

But you, be ____________in all things, ___________________ hardship, ___________________ 

of an evangelist, fulfill your __________________”. 
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2. (V. 8) “In the future there is _____________________________________________ the crown of 

________________________ which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to _________ on 

that day; and not only to me (Paul), but also to ______________________________________.” 

Final Thought! 

Do you know that your faith is precious to God?  Do you know that when you have a choice of acting on 

your own initiative, or trusting in His faithfulness, He is so pleased when you choose to trust Him?  Each 

difficult situation or crisis that happens along our life journey is an opportunity to bless God by choosing 

to wait.  Remember – our faith is more precious than gold which is perishable. 

Read 1 Peter 1:3-9 

(v.7) What will our faith result in at the revelation of Jesus Christ? _______________________________ 

 

“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of 

your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”  James 1:2-4 

 

Key to the Kingdom:   

We must wait for His eternal rewards! 

 

Discussion:   

• Do you find it difficult to wait for God’s rewards? 

• How would you explain to a child the need to wait for God’s rewards? 

• Which reward gives you the strongest desire to wait for it?  

• Do you struggle with faith in God’s promises? 
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Week One - Keys to the Kingdom  

Day Two: A Blessing to be Poor on Earth – Rich in Heaven 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  Matthew 5:3 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”  Luke 6:20 

As Jesus “opened His mouth and began to teach”, the very first issue that He wanted to address was the 

issue of our wealth, or lack of it.  As He spoke to the crowd, there must have been people there that day 

sitting on the hillside who were poor, and some that were better off - financially speaking.  Jesus began 

by assuring those who were sitting in the crowd, that God saw their poverty.  Jesus wanted them to 

know that the Gospel (Good News) was not for the rich, but for the poor.  Those who were familiar with 

suffering, with shame, with being rejected and outcast – Jesus had come for them, and as one of them.  

He too was raised in humble circumstances.  He wanted them to know that one day, in His kingdom, He 

would see to it that they received out of His abundance, the wealth that they had not known before. 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor.”  

Luke 4:18 

God sees!  He is aware of the inequality and injustice that many people have suffered.  That’s why he 

told the following stories. 

Read Luke 16:19-31  

1. (v.19) Describe the rich man. ___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.20-21) Describe the poor man named Lazarus. __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v. 22) What happened at the moment of Lazarus’s death? __________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.22) What happened at the moment of the rich man’s death? _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.25) How does Jesus describe the afterlife of Lazarus? _____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. (v.24-25) How does Jesus describe the afterlife of the unnamed rich man? ______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  Why do you suppose the rich man doesn’t have a name, but Lazarus does? _____________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Mark 12:41-44  

1. (v.41) Jesus was teaching a principal of the kingdom to the disciples.  Notice that He brought the 

disciples with Him into the “treasury”.  What does this verse tell us that Jesus did there? 

• He __________________________________________________ opposite the treasury, 

• He began _______________________________________ how the people were putting 

money into the treasury 

2. (v.44) Jesus wanted to teach the disciples that God is watching what each of us does with the 

money that He has given us.  He also taught the disciples a lesson about the way in which God 

looks at the amount we share. 

• The rich people put in ____________________________________________________ 

• The widow put in ________________________________________________________ 

Let’s turn back to Moses at Mount Sinai and find out what was written in the Law. 

Read Leviticus 25:35-43  

1. (v. 35) “Now in case a countryman of yours becomes poor and his means with regard to you 

falter, then you are to ______________________________________________________ like a 

stranger or a sojourner, that ____________________________________________________.” 

2. (v.38) “You are not to charge him interest or charge him for his food, making a profit off of him.”  

What reason does God give for commanding that they take care of their fellow countryman? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Deuteronomy 15:4-6 

(v. 4) What was God’s intention for His people regarding their wealth? ___________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read Deuteronomy 15:7-11 

1. (v. 10b) What was God’s intention for His people, when they gave generously to help their poor 

brothers? ____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v. 11) What does God command? ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our God is a God of justice and mercy.  He expects us to be a people of justice and mercy also.  In the 

Sermon on the Mount, the very first group of people He draws attention to are the poor – because their 

fellow countrymen had not taken care of them, but rather kept everything for themselves that God had 

graciously given them, and lived in luxury while others were hungry and needed shelter or clothes, etc.  

They showed no compassion for others. 

 

“Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you.  Your riches 

have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten.  Your gold and your silver have rusted; 

and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire.  It is in the last 

days that you have stored up your treasure! …You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a 

life of wanton pleasure.”  James 5:1-3, 5 

 

In His kingdom, there will no longer be injustice.   When the Lord Jesus is King, He will rule in Peace.  He will 

restore fairness and will reward those who have suffered in this world.  This is why the Gospel is good news 

to the poor.  Jesus sees their suffering, and just like Lazarus, they will receive their justice in the future. 

 

When Jesus spoke of the poor, He also meant to include those who are “poor in spirit”.  To be poor in 

spirit is to have the mindset or attitude of a poor person.  It is to recognize your inability to meet your 

own spiritual needs.  We all need to understand that we are poor in spiritual wealth, even if we have 

earthly possessions.  Nothing we have in earthly possessions will help us enter the kingdom of God.  

Nothing we can say or do will give us access to the kingdom.  We need God’s help! 

 

Read Revelation 3:17-19 

1. (v. 17) Many of us think we are (spiritually) rich when God tells us we are poor.  We are like the 

rich man in the story of Lazarus.  We are dependent on our own abilities; satisfied with our own 

righteousness and think we need nothing.  But God (who sees the inside of man) knows that is 

not true.  What does God see? 

You do not know that you are  

• _________________________________________ 



13 
 

• _________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________ 

 

2. (v. 18) God tells us that while we still have time, we must buy from Him  

• ________________________ refined by fire 

• ____________________________ so that you may be clothed, and the shame 

of your nakedness will not be revealed 

• __________________________________ to anoint our eyes so that we may see  

It seems the issue of wealth is not just about having money.   It is about trusting in our own ability, our 

own resources, rather than trusting God to provide for us.  And, it is about caring for our fellowman who 

might not be as rich as we are. 

“Thus says the Lord, ‘cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and 

whose heart turns away from the Lord…Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and whose 

trust is the Lord.”  Jeremiah 17:5, 7 

In God’s Kingdom, personal wealth is a matter of justice.  No one should hoard their money when they 

see that their brother is in need.  We are to share what we have with others, and trust that God will take 

care of supplying everything that we need, so that we both have our needs met. 

Read Luke 6:24-25, 30-35, 38 and Matthew 6:19-25  

1. What “kingdom key” do we find in Luke 6:38?   

• If we give _______________________________________________________ 

• God will give to us according to what standard? ________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.30) Who does Jesus tell us to give to? ____________________________________________ 

3. (v.24) What do those who are rich (including most Americans) need to understand about God’s 

justice? ______________________________________________________________________ 

4.  (Matthew 6:24) What is the main reason that we can’t serve both God and wealth? ________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Bible talks about two kinds of comfort.  One kind of comfort comes now, to those who are rich and 

well-fed.  It basically means they go to bed with a full stomach.  In the morning the comfort is gone.  This 

comfort is fleeting, and therefore not really very comforting.  The other comfort comes from God – and 

lasts for eternity.  God’s comfort is a reward worth waiting for!  The Bible tells us that the wise thing to 

do is to set our treasures in heaven, and be willing to give away treasures on earth, so that there is 

justice for all. 

“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 

choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing 

pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for 

he was looking to the reward.”  Hebrews 11:24-26 

Let us have the same faith and steadfast perseverance as Moses, so that we consider denying ourselves 

some form of pleasure while we look forward to our eternal reward.   

One last principle deals with our attitude toward the poor people of the world. 

Read the following Proverbs.  Write what it tells us about God. 

Proverbs 14:31 ______________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 19:17 ______________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 21:13 ______________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 22:22-23 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

God loves and sees the poor people of this world.  The Gospel is good news for the poor, because the 

Gospel tells them that God is on their side.  He is their Good Shepherd and is aware of how they have 

been mistreated.  He is keeping track of the injustices they are suffering.  He will right the wrongs, and 

the poor will be blessed, because “theirs is the kingdom of heaven”! 

“If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.  But those who want to get rich 

fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into 

ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for 

it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs…. 

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the 

uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  Instruct them to 

do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves 

the treasure of a good foundation for the future so that they may take hold of that which is life 

indeed.”  1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 
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Key to the Kingdom:   

Store up your spiritual riches in heaven! 

 

Discussion: 

• Was there anything in this study about the way God views wealth that was new to you? 

• How does understanding God’s love for the poor and His hatred of injustice affect the way you 

spend your money? 

• How does your family and your church make decisions about where to spend our money? 

• Are you aware of any families in need, any injustice?  Is there anything you or your group could 

do to help? 
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Week One - Keys to the Kingdom  

Day Three: There is a Time to Mourn and a Time to Laugh 
 

“There is an appointed time for everything.  And there is a time for every event under heaven – 

A time to give birth and a time to die; a time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted.  A 

time to kill and a time to heal; A time to tear down and a time to build up.  A time to weep and a 

time to laugh; A time to mourn and a time to dance.”  Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 

Some might read Matthew 5:4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” and 

conclude that God doesn’t want us to be happy - that God doesn’t want us to laugh or have fun. 

That is absolutely not the case!  After all, why would “joy” be a fruit of the Spirit if that were true?  

God wants His people to be blessed and happy – and not just when we die and enter the kingdom.   

Read Psalm 4:7 

What did God put in David’s heart? _________________________________________________ 

Read Psalm 5:11-12 

“But let all who take refuge in You _________________, Let them ever sing for _____________ 

“For it is You who _____________ the righteous man, O Lord, You surround him with ________ 

as with a shield.”  

 

Read Philippians 4:4 

How often are we told to rejoice? ________________________________________ 

God wants us to be joyful people!  After all, we have Jesus.  We are blessed by our heavenly 

Father with His amazing grace, love, kindness, peace, etc.  So, this verse in the Beatitudes, does 

not tell us to wear long faces, and to be in a bad mood.  The Gospel is Good News! 

The “mourning” that the Lord is speaking of comes from the Greek word, “pentheo” which 

means “to lament over sin, to grieve for those who show no repentance for evil committed, and 

to grieve over the demonic system that holds people captive in this world.” (Vine’s Expository 

Greek Dictionary) 
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Read James 4:9 

Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into ________________ and 

your joy to ________________________. 

Why is James telling the people to turn their laughter and joy into mourning and gloom?  We 

need to back up a bit and get the context of what he is describing. 

Read James 4:1-8  

1. (v.1) What was the source of the quarreling and conflict the people were having? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

2. They _______ so, they commit murder.  They are ____________  and cannot obtain, 

so they fight and quarrel.   

3. They ask and do not receive because they ask with __________________________ 

so, they can spend it on their ____________________________________________. 

 

The people James described were trying to live both as believers and as unbelievers.  They 

believed in Jesus, and wanted to be a part of the Church, but they also wanted to keep their 

connection with the world.  James had learned from Jesus that friendship with the world makes 

you “an enemy of God”.  James goes on to say that these people needed to submit to God.  

They needed to humble themselves, purify their hearts, and draw near to God.   

 

4. (v.8) “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you 

________; and purify your hearts, you _____________________________________.  

 

So, the reason that James is telling the people to mourn and weep, is because they are double 

minded, and the devil is controlling them through their lust, their pride, and their impure 

hearts.  The bottom line is, we can’t be both friends of the world and be part of the Kingdom of 

God at the same time.  The King requires His subjects to follow and obey Him.   

 

Read 1 John 2:15-17; 3:3-8, 4:4-6 

1. In 1 John 2:15, John the Apostle teaches us that if we love the world  

________________________________________________________________ 
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2. (v.16) Name the three things that are not from the Father, but from the world. 

• The lust___________________________________________________ 

• The lust __________________________________________________ 

• The boastful ______________________________________________ 

3. What does 1 John 3:8 say is the purpose Jesus, the Son of God, appeared? 

____________________________________________________________________. 

4. (4:4) Who is greater – the One in us or the one in the world? ___________________ 

5. (4:5-6) Who listens to the world? _________________________________________ 

Who listens to us? _____________________________________________________ 

 

When Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn”, his disciples knew He was simply restating 

what Jeremiah the prophet said.   

 

Read Jeremiah 8:18 - 9:20  

1. (9:3) Overall, why is God mourning? 

• Lies and ______________________________________prevail in the land 

• They proceed from _____________________________________________ 

• They do not ___________________________________________________ 

2. (v.5) What seems to be the biggest sin of the people? _______________________ 

3. (v.8) “With his mouth one speaks peace to his neighbor, but inwardly  

__________________________________________________________________. 

4. (v.13-14) God is telling the people through Jeremiah that their land is going to be 

“laid waste like a desert” and they will be “scattered among the nations” because of 

these things: 

• “Because they have _____________________________________________ 

• And have not ___________________________________________________ 
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• Or walked _____________________________________________________ 

• But have walked after the ________________________________________ 

• And after the ___________________________as their fathers taught them.” 

Judgment is sometimes necessary for a just God, but it is painful for a God of compassion and 

love. God made a way for people to be saved from their sin, but they ignored Him. This is why 

God mourns over the people.  He mourns because He knows the future. He knows that a Day of 

Judgment is coming. Those who disobey the King will be held accountable.  He wants us to 

mourn over the inevitable future for those who prefer the wickedness in this world over Him.  

He wants all men to choose life.   But men loved darkness more than light.  They refuse His free 

gift of salvation.  That is so sad!   

Read Revelation 18  

In Revelation 18 we read about a mysterious city called, “Babylon the Great”.  The Bible does 

not explain what that city is. This might be a city that is already in existence and referred to as 

“Babylon” because of its great wealth and worldly pleasures.  Or it could be a city that will be 

built in the future.  Or, maybe the passage is speaking symbolically of all cities that have similar 

characteristics.  Without knowing exactly what “Babylon the Great” is referring to, we can still 

apply the principles found in Revelation 18 to our own life. 

1. (v. 3) Describe the sin of this city called, “Babylon the Great”. ________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v. 4) What instruction or commandment was given to God’s people? __________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.6) What is God’s intention for those who engaged in this sinfulness? _________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.9) What will the kings of the earth do when they see the city burning? ________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.11) What will the merchants of the earth do when they can no longer buy their 

cargo there? ________________________________________________________ 



20 
 

6. (v.19) What will the shipmasters, passengers and sailors do when they see the city 

going up in smoke? __________________________________________________ 

7. (v.20) What will the saints and apostles and prophets do? ____________________ 

The tables will be turned in that day.  Those who were laughing and enjoying themselves, 

participating in the sinful pleasures of the city of Babylon, will no longer be laughing.  Their 

laughter will turn to mourning.  Their rejoicing will turn to weeping. 

In the second Beatitude, Jesus says now is the time to mourn over the sinful state of the world.  

Now is the time to separate ourselves from anything immoral and impure.  Now is the time to 

reach the lost with the Truth.  God will one day judge Babylon the Great and all other cities as well. 

What will happen to those who choose to mourn now and refuse to participate in the laughter 

when it is mocking our King?  What does God mean when He says we will be “comforted”?   

Read Revelation 21:1-7  

1. (v.3) Where is the voice coming from? ____________________________________ 

2. (v.3) Where will our King be dwelling?  ____________________________________ 

3. (v.4) What will there no longer be any of? 

• ______________________________________ 

• ______________________________________ 

• ______________________________________ 

• ______________________________________ 

One day we will see His face.   One day we will see Him smile and laugh.  And we will be 

laughing with Him!  

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”  Matthew 5:4 

 

Key to the Kingdom: 

The comfort of God is worth waiting for! 

Discussion: 

• Think about the society we live in.  What does the Lord mourn over? 

• What is happening in our world that we should rejoice about? 
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Week Two – Made in the King’s Image 

Day One: Meek and Merciful 

 

Part One: “Blessed are the gentle (meek, humble) for they shall inherit the earth.”  Matthew 5:5 

If you want to know what the fruit of gentleness or meekness looks like, just look at our Lord 

Jesus.  He had all authority and all power, yet He surrendered His life and was obedient to the 

Father, because He trusted the Father completely.  To be meek does not mean we are weak.  In 

fact, quite the opposite is true.  To be meek means to willingly submit to God’s will, choosing to 

suffer hardship if necessary.  Do you ever sing the old hymn “I Surrender All”?  Well, if it is more 

than a song, and you really do surrender, then you are learning what meekness is.  It means I no 

longer insist on my own way but give up all rights in order to put King Jesus on the throne of my 

life.  Meekness is not weakness at all.   It takes great inner strength to be humble and meek.   

”Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who although He existed 

in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 

Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  

Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross.”  Philippians 2:5-8 

“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one 

another as more important than you yourself.”  Philippians 2:3 

Here is a key to the kingdom:  the kingdom values humility, meekness, and gentleness more 

than personal success and achievement.  A meek person is someone that will willingly give up 

status, position, prestige, honor, awards, or financial gain, to follow and obey Jesus.  A humble 

person will consider the priceless value of a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ as 

their greatest achievement in this life. A humble person will be willing to accept whatever God 

chooses to give, both bad and good.   He or she understands that gaining entrance into the 

kingdom is the pearl of great price that Jesus spoke of in Matthew 13:45-46. Whoever becomes 

truly meek and humble (by the power of the Holy Spirit) will be blessed by God.  They will be 

considered great in the kingdom and will inherit the earth. 

The word “gentle” in the NASB, is usually translated as “meek” or “humble” in other versions.  

Let’s look at the original word in the Greek.  The word was “prautes”.  This word is most often 

translated as “meek” or “afflicted” in the New Testament.  Here is what Vine’s Expository 

Dictionary has to say about this virtue: 
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“The word “prautes” consists not in a person’s outward behavior only, nor yet in his 

relations to his fellow men…rather it is a grace of the soul, and the exercise of it is first 

and chiefly toward God.  It is that temper of spirit in which we accept His dealings with 

us as good, and therefore without disputing or resisting.  It is closely linked with the 

word humility.  It is only the humble heart which is also the meek, and which does not 

fight against God and more or less struggle and contend with Him.” 

God wants you to clothe yourself with “prautes”.  The Holy Spirit will empower us as we choose 

to cooperate with Him.   

“Prautes is a condition of the mind and heart.  The Lord Jesus was “meek” because He 

had the infinite resources of God at His command yet chose to humble Himself.  

Meekness is the opposite of self-assertiveness and self-interest.  It is not occupied with 

self at all.” (Vine) 

Look up the following verses that contain the word, “prautes” and fill in the blanks. 

1. Matthew 11:29 “Take my yoke upon you and ______________________________ for I 

am ________________and _________________in heart, and you will _______________ 

for your souls. 

2. Matthew 21:5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold your _______ is __________ to you, 

____________ and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.” 

3. 2 Corinthians 10:1 “Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the ________________________ 

and ______________________________ of Christ – I who am ___________________ 

when face to face with you, but _______________________ toward you when absent!” 

4. Galatians 6:1 “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are 

_________________, restore such a one in a spirit of ________________________ each 

one looking to yourself, so that _____________________________ will not be tempted. 

5. Ephesians 4:1-2 “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to ______________ 

In a manner _________________ of the calling with which you have been called, with all 

____________________ and ____________________ with patience, showing tolerance 

for _______________________________ in love.” 
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6. Colossians 3:12-13 “So, as those who have been __________________ of God, holy and 

_____________________, put on a heart of compassion, _________________________, 

____________________, ____________________________, and patience; bearing with 

__________________________ and ____________________ each other, whoever has a 

complaint against anyone; just as the Lord ____________________________________, 

so also should you.” 

7. 1 Timothy 6:11 “But ________________ from these things, you man of God, and pursue 

_________________________, ________________________, faith, love, perseverance, 

and _____________________________.” 

8. Zephaniah 2:3 “Seek the Lord, all you _________________ of the earth who have 

_________________ out His ordinances; seek _____________________________, seek 

________________________.  Perhaps you will be hidden in the day of the Lord’s anger. 

 

The worldly mindset tells both men and women to be assertive, to demand their rights, to fight 

for what they think they deserve.  But Jesus tells us that this is not the way it will be in His 

kingdom.  Those who are prideful and self-centered, insisting on their own way, will be the least 

in the kingdom.  Those who walk in humility and meekness, who accept God’s will even when it 

is difficult, those will be the most highly esteemed and honored.  This is a key to the Kingdom. 

 

 

Part Two: “Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy.” Matthew 5:7 

 

Now let us consider the virtue of mercy.  Jesus said that you will be blessed if you are merciful 

to those who have wronged you.  In fact, if you are merciful, God will show mercy to you for all 

of the times you wronged your heavenly Father.  That is a great promise! 

 

There is no allowance in the kingdom for holding a grudge - even when you think you are 

justified in your anger.  Our God is a merciful God.  It is who He is.  He expects His kingdom 

subjects to also show mercy.  It is just who we need to be, if we plan to live in His kingdom. 

   

The Hebrew term for “mercy” is “hesed”, which means God’s covenant lovingkindness.  

(Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology) 
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“Mercy is seen as the quality in God that directs Him to forge a relationship with people 

who absolutely do not deserve to be in relationship with Him… God’s mercy is a driving 

force in leading Him to create a relationship with Israel…  Because God is the initiator, 

the mercy He gives is gracious, unmerited, undeserved.  Within the relationship, God’s 

mercy is thus closely linked to forgiveness, and to the steadfast love by which God 

sustains the covenant and repeatedly forgives His people.” (Baker) 

 

Luke Chapter 1 gives us the account of the birth of John the Baptist and the prophecy spoken 

through his father, Zacharias the priest.  Let’s read the words of Zacharias and then read Mary’s 

response when she saw Elizabeth. 

 

Read Luke 1:67-79  

1. (v.72) Zacharias said (through the Holy Spirit), that God had visited them and raised up a 

“horn of salvation for us in the house of David His servant”.  Salvation or deliverance 

had come!  What was God’s reason for initiating this visitation with Israel?  

• to show ___________________________________________ toward our fathers 

• to remember His ____________________________________________________ 

2. (v.77-78) John would be called the prophet of the Most High!  He would give His people 

the knowledge of salvation which would be by 

• the ____________________________________________________ of their sins, 

• because of the _____________________  ______________________ of our God. 

Read Luke 1:46-55  

1. (v.50) God is described by Mary as the “Lord, God my Savior, the Mighty One, and holy is 

His name.”  What does Mary tell us about God? ________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. He (God) has done mighty deeds including: 

• Scattering those who were proud 

• Bringing down rulers from their thrones 

• Exalting those who were humble 
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• Filling the hungry with good things 

• Sending the rich away empty-handed 

• Giving help to Israel His servant 

3. (v.54) Why did God give help to Israel His servant? __________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

In Matthew 18 Peter wanted to know how often he must forgive his brother when he sins 

against him.  Jesus told him a parable about the kingdom of heaven, which is another name for 

the Kingdom of God.  Jesus was explaining another principle or key of His kingdom.  The 

kingdom He sets up on earth will operate just like it does in heaven. 

Read Matthew 18:21-35  

1. (v.24) How much did the slave owe the king? _________________________________ 

2. (v.25) What did the king command to be done in order to repay his debt? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.26) Describe how the slave responded upon hearing his punishment.  

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.27) When he asked for help, what did the king do for him? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.28) When the slave went out, how much did his fellow slave owe him? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

6. (v.29) How did the fellow slave respond? ____________________________________ 

7. (v.30) What was the slave’s response to his fellow slave? _______________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

8. The response of the king:  “I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  

Should you not also _____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________. 
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In His prayer which we know as “the Lord’s Prayer”, Jesus repeats how important it is that we 

forgive others, so that we will be forgiven.   

 

Read Matthew 6:12-15 

It is important for us to forgive others because________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

(Note:  This does not mean that you cannot be saved if you still have unforgiveness in your 

heart.  Rather, it means that in the coming kingdom, you will be treated as fairly as you treat 

others.  Our eternal salvation is based on the free gift of God’s grace, and is given to us by grace 

alone, through faith.  (Romans 6:23, Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even 

when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ by grace 

you have been saved, and raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of 

His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”  Ephesians 2:4-7 

 

Key to the Kingdom:    

We did not deserve God’s mercy, but He gave it to us anyway.  Do the same for other people, 

and you will be acting like your Father. 

Discussion: 

• Why is the concept that humility, meekness and gentleness are virtues that are to be 

admired and blessed so difficult for our culture to accept? 

• How would you expect to be treated by the public if you act with humility and 

gentleness while doing business or at work? 

• Who do you know that sets an example of humility? 

• How difficult is it to show mercy to those who have offended you? 
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Week Two – Made in the King’s Image 

Day 2: Pure and a Peacemaker 

 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  Matthew 5:8 

King David wrote in Psalm 73, “Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.” 

When Jesus spoke in His Sermon on the Mount about the “pure in heart”, purity was not a new 

concept to the Israelites.  In fact, if you read through the book of Leviticus, you will find that 

most of the priestly duties had to do with purification of the priests, purification of the people 

(for all sorts of things), and purification of the sanctuary.  The daily animal sacrifices and other 

offerings were all a part of an ongoing purification from every type of defilement you can 

imagine.   

They could not take away sin completely, but the daily animal sacrifices instituted by God at 

Mount Sinai made people aware of how holy and pure God is, and how unholy and impure they 

were.  The sacrifices demonstrated for them their failure to meet God’s requirements of 

holiness and their great need of God’s mercy.  If God required an animal to die every time you 

disobeyed the Law, and you had to bring one of your own lambs from your herd and kill it each 

time you or your family member sinned, you would quickly understand the challenge the 

Israelites faced.  Their problem was that these sacrifices could not cleanse the heart. After the 

animal had been sacrificed, they would go home and disobey again. 

Read Jeremiah 17:5, 9-10  

1. The Lord speaks through Jeremiah and tells us that there is a curse on men who 

• Trust in ____________________________________________________ 

• Make _____________________________________________________ 

• And whose _________________________________________________ 

2. (v.9) Why do our hearts turn away from the Lord? _______________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

The Pharisees thought they had solved the problem.  They were proud of themselves for their 

careful observance of the law, and looked down on the common people, because they were 

such “sinners”!   
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Read Luke 11:37-42 

1. (v.39) What were the Pharisees good at cleaning? ____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.39) Although they might look good on the outside, what was hidden from view on the 

inside? ________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.42) Jesus (in a very solemn and severe manner) says “Woe” to the Pharisees.  Woe was 

another way of saying, Beware! or Look out! They were paying attention to some very 

minor details such as using the correct amount of mint in their incense, while disregarding 

the things that God really cared about.  What two things were they disregarding? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Pharisees and their “religious behavior” did not deal with what really mattered to God.  

Think about that.  Sometimes we can get busy with all sorts of religious activity – good things – 

and neglect the things that really matter to God.  He told the Pharisee that God was looking for 

justice (caring about people who have been treated unfairly), and loving God (spending time 

with Him in prayer and in His Word.) 

 

Jesus, fully God and fully man, is the only One who could offer a sacrifice that would cleanse 

our heart.  A perfect human sacrifice was needed that was acceptable to God. 

 

Read Hebrews 10:8-22 

1. (v.10) According to this passage, God took no pleasure in the killing and sacrificing of 

animals.  But He did require a blood sacrifice for the remission of sins.  So instead of the 

daily sacrifices, Jesus established a new way.  What offering replaced the sacrificial 

system? _________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.14) Jesus sat down at the right hand of God after offering His sacrifice, and by that 

one offering He has _______________________________________________________ 

those who are sanctified. 

3. (v.16) In the new covenant, where will God put His Laws? ________________________ 

4.  (v.19) What does the new covenant give us the confidence to do? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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5. And since we have a great priest (Jesus) over the house of God, let us  

• Draw _______________________with a ________________________________ 

• In full _____________________________________of _____________________ 

• Having our hearts __________________________________________________ 

• From an evil ______________________________________________________ 

• And our bodies ____________________________________________________ 

Did you get that?  If Jesus Christ is the Lord of your life, then He has given you a heavenly bath – 

both inside and out.  You’ve been made completely clean – cleansed by the purifying blood of 

Jesus.  A purifying agent that is only necessary once because it is so effective!   

Blessed are the pure in heart – that’s you!  You are blessed because Jesus has given you a pure 

heart.  And because you have a pure heart, cleansed by His own blood, you will see God.  That 

is good news! 

You may be thinking…. but what happens when I still sin, and defile my heart by my evil 

thoughts?  I know myself, and unfortunately, I know I haven’t arrived at His holiness yet!  Let’s 

read a few more verses to clear that up. 

Read 1 John 1:5-10 

(v.9) As children of God, and followers of Jesus, we must learn to choose light over darkness.  

However, when we are tempted by satan and we fall into his deceptive snares, we must also 

learn to quickly respond by confessing our sin.  We don’t cover it up or ignore it.  We confess it.  

And if we confess it, what will God do because He is faithful and righteous? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Read 2 Timothy 2:19-23 

1. (v.19) It is important to grow in God’s Word and learn how to be a vessel of honor 

rather than a vessel of dishonor.   God expects that those who are His, those who “name 

the Name of the Lord” will _________________________________________________. 

2. (v.21) What can we do to become a vessel of honor? ____________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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3. (v.22-23) Paul goes on to give us further advice.  He tells us what to flee, and what to 

pursue.  

• Now flee _________________________________________________________ 

• Pursue ___________________________________________________________ 

• With those who call on the Lord from a _________________________________ 

• But refuse ________________________________________________________ 

• Knowing that they produce __________________________________________ 

We have been purified by the blood of Christ.  So, as Paul said to the saints in Corinth, 

“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement 

of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”  2 Corinthians 7:1 

“Blessed are the Peacemakers for they shall be called sons of God” Matthew 5:9 

Now let’s consider the 7th Beatitude.  Peacemakers! 

What does Jesus mean by the word, “peacemaker”?  There are several definitions of our word, 

peace.  It could mean to be silent – like when we tell someone to “keep their peace!”  It could 

also mean to be still – as when Jesus commanded the wind and the waves “Peace!  Be still!”   

Our English definition of the word “peace” generally means to avoid conflict.  It means to quit 

fighting, whether with nations, with people, or with God. It can even mean to quit fighting with 

ourselves. It can mean to rest and stop being anxious. 

But the original word for “peace” in Hebrew is “shalom”.  Shalom has a much bigger or broader 

meaning than our word, peace.   

Shalom means to be made whole.  It means “to be complete, finished, entire, perfect” (Strong’s 

Concordance). When Jesus said, “Blessed are the shalom-makers for they shall be called, sons 

of God”, He was telling the Jews (who understood the meaning of shalom) to complete one 

another. Jesus is a shalom-maker.  He is always working to complete us, and to perfect us in 

holiness.  A peace-maker wants everything to be right, the way it was intended to be. 

When Jews greet each other with the expression, “Shalom!” instead of our greeting, “Hi!” they 

are saying a blessing over each other.  They are saying, “I want you to be blessed with wholeness 

and completeness.  I want you to have everything you need for your spirit, soul and body, so that 

you will experience what it means to be completely healthy, happy and prosperous”.   
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On my recent trip to Israel, I had the opportunity to witness this greeting often, and our Jewish 

tour guide explained it to us that way.  He said that they used the word “shalom” in their 

conversations many times.  He said “shalom” has become to the Jews a word of blessing that 

applies whenever you need to say something! I love that, don’t you?  Whenever you need to 

say something, just say, “Shalom!” 

Isaiah said the Messiah would be called, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father and 

Prince of Shalom (peace).  In the Gospel of John, Jesus spoke to His disciples and repeatedly 

used the word, “shalom”. 

Read John 14:27 and 20:19, 21, 26 

(John 14:27) “Peace (shalom) I leave with you; My peace (shalom) I give to you; not as 

__________________________________________________________do I give to you. 

The peace of God that Jesus gives is complete wholeness to your spirit, soul and body. Whatever 

it is that is keeping you broken or hurting, Jesus gives shalom to restore you to complete 

wellness.  We can find healing for every hurt by turning to Jesus and asking Him for His shalom.   

Read Ephesians 2:13-18 

1. (v.14) Who has He become - for those who have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ? __________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.17) Who did Jesus preach peace to? ________________________________________ 

Those “far” and those “near” refer to the Jews and the Gentiles.   The Jews were the people 

whom God chose to redeem first.  They were the children of Abraham.  Jesus was Himself a 

Jew. They are considered “near”.   And then He reached out to reconcile the entire world to 

Himself, everyone who was not a Jew was called a Gentile. The Gentiles were considered, “far”. 

Both of them together now have access to the Father, through Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 

Read Ephesians 6:13-16 

(v.15)  Those who have their loins gird about with truth and the breastplate of righteousness in 

place, should get their shoes on and make preparations to go out with the 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

The good news that we bring is “Shalom!”  Jesus wants you to be whole and complete.  He offers 

health for your spirit (salvation), your mind (the truth) and your body (the future resurrection).   

Those who bring the peace of God to others are peacemakers.  The peacemakers are blessed.  

They are the sons and daughters of God. 
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“And the peace of God (shalom) which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:7 

“The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in You.”  Isaiah 26:3 

 

Key to the Kingdom:   

Purity and peace (shalom) are the normal lifestyle in the Kingdom. 

 

Discussion: 

• What is the most difficult or most challenging part of the Lord’s teaching on purity? 

• What are the challenges we face in our attempts to live a pure, holy life? 

• What would you teach a teen boy or girl about purity? 

• How does the meaning of the word “shalom” change how you understand peace? 

• What does peace look like in this culture? 
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Week Two – Made in the King’s Image  

Day Three: Loving the Un-Lovable 

 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say 

to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  Matthew 5:43-44 

All those who are children of God, made in the King’s Image, will walk in the love of God.  Love 

is not an option in the kingdom!  The Greek language in the first century had several words to 

describe what we call “love”.  The Bible translations use our word “love” to mean two very 

different things. 

• The Greek word “phileo” means brotherly love and also refers to erotic love.   

• The Greek word “agape” means sacrificial love that voluntarily suffers 

inconvenience, discomfort, and even death for the benefit of another without 

expecting anything in return. 

 

Phileo is the kind of love that we feel emotionally.  We can love people, pets, clothes, cars, 

church, etc.  It’s a very selfish form of love.  We can love someone one day, but the next day 

change our minds, and un-love them!  We only love them or it, as long as it pleases us, or until 

something or someone better comes along.  As soon as a person hurts us, we might decide that 

we no longer love them.  Isn’t that how we see so many marriages end in divorce?   

 

Agape love is very different.  It isn’t a feeling at all.  It is a motivation for action.  When Jesus 

spoke about love, He always included the action that the agape love produced.   

 

“For God so loved that He gave His only begotten Son.” John 3:16a 

“And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God" Ephesians 5:1-2 

Jesus loved us from the beginning - long before we were born.  And the Scriptures say that 

“God, being rich in mercy, because of His great agape love with which He loved us, even when 

we were dead in our transgressions made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 

saved).” Ephesians 2:4-5 We can be confident that God won’t stop loving us when we do 

something really wrong, because His love is not based on feelings.  He loves because He 

chooses to love us. It’s all about Him, and who He is.  It’s His character, His virtue, His holy 

nature.  And it has nothing to do with us.  While we were still God’s enemies, He chose to love 

us.  Nothing you or I do can stop God from loving us. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.1-2
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Read 1 John 4:7-21 

1. (v.7) Where does “agape love” originate? ______________________________________ 

2. (v.7-8) What is one way of knowing whether someone knows God? 

________________________________________________________________________  

3. (v.9) How was the love of God manifested in us? ________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.9) Why did God sent His Son into the world? _________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.10) And because He loved us, He sent His Son to take the punishment for our sins.  

Jesus became the _______________________________________________ for our sins. 

6. (v.11) If God so loved us, we ________________________________________________ 

7.  (v.12) What two things will occur if we truly love one another?  

• God ______________________________________________________________ 

• His love is _________________________________________________________ 

8. (v.19) We love because ____________________________________________________ 

Read Luke 10:25-37 

1. (v.27) How are we to love God? 

• With _____________________________________________________________ 

• With _____________________________________________________________ 

• With _____________________________________________________________ 

• With _____________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.27) How are we to love our neighbor? ______________________________________ 



35 
 

3. (v .33) Why do you think (asking for your opinion) Jesus used a Samaritan man as the 

person who showed compassion, instead of a priest or a Levite? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.34-35) What specific actions did the Samaritan man take to help the man who had 

been robbed? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.34-35) What message was Jesus trying to send to the lawyer and all who heard Him? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus taught that in His holy kingdom, we will love everyone, just like our Father.  When we love 

our enemies, we truly reflect the image of God.  And when we love our enemies, the world will 

take notice – and they will glorify God.   

 

Read Matthew 5:43-48  

Do you see the point that Jesus is making here?  He expects His people – those who He has 

empowered with His Spirit – to love MORE than others who do not have the Holy Spirit’s power 

in them.  He wants us to live to reflect the image of our Father in Heaven.  He wants us to be 

holy – just as He is holy.  And He will help us to love, if we willingly cooperate with Him – by 

denying our flesh and choosing to follow and obey Him.  Rather than decide that it is just too 

hard, let’s ask our Father to give us a heart that loves the way that He loves. 

 

Key to the Kingdom:   

God’s children are empowered to love even their enemies.  It’s a family trademark, and a 

normal way of life in His kingdom! 

Discussion: 

• Loving our enemies is something you hear people say, but rarely do you see it done.  

Can you think of an example of someone recently that showed love to their enemy? 

• Why would loving an enemy (or anyone we are not friends with) be honoring God? 

• Why is loving someone who is not our friend so difficult? What makes it challenging? 

• What does God do to help us overcome the challenges? 
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Week Three – Kingdom of Righteousness 

Day One: Hungry and Thirsty for Righteousness 

 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”  

Matthew 5:6 

Let’s take a few minutes to consider the overall structure of this sermon. 

The first four Beatitudes are all conditions of the heart that cannot be seen outwardly.  The first 

Beatitude was directed at poor people and those who acknowledge they are poor in spiritual 

things.  They are truly blessed.  Secondly, we learned that those who mourn or grieve, whether 

they see the suffering of others, or the sinful state that the world is in, those people are also 

among the blessed – according to our Teacher.  Next, Jesus tells us that those who are gentle 

and meek are also blessed, because they allow themselves to be mistreated and mocked as He 

was.  And finally, Jesus completes the first half of His Beatitudes by summing it all up with those 

having a hunger and thirst for righteousness.  They are among the blessed in His kingdom. 

These first four Beatitudes are qualities of the heart that only God can see.  He knows that you 

are craving a better world.  He understands that you look around and know that God did not 

intend for His creation to be treated unjustly.  But because of your faith in Him, you have hope 

for the future.  You believe that the best is yet to come.  You have learned to wait patiently for 

Him, longing for the day when He will reign in righteousness.   Your King is coming! 

Jesus chose for his next three Beatitudes - the merciful, the pure in heart, and peacemakers. 

These are all qualities of the heart that can be seen by the way we treat people.  If I am 

merciful, I will show compassion and forgiveness.  My pure heart will be demonstrated by my 

behavior, my speech, and my choices.  If I am a peacemaker, those around me will benefit from 

my desire to bring “shalom” to them.  These three Beatitudes will make a difference in the lives 

of those around me.  They may even cause a ripple effect.  So, these three Beatitudes will bear 

fruit that can be seen.   

Jesus closes out the Beatitudes by focusing again on righteousness.  This time, he tells us that if 

and when we suffer persecution for the sake of righteousness, we are truly blessed. 

It is really all about righteousness, God’s righteousness.  

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, 

and all these things will be added to you.”  Matthew 6:33 
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“For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20 

The Kingdom of Heaven is a righteous kingdom.  Jesus taught that there is a huge difference 

between the righteousness in heaven, and the righteousness on earth.  But it is difficult for us 

to understand because we haven’t ever been to heaven. 

Imagine trying to teach your children what a mountain is, but the only thing they have to 

compare it to is a small hill near your home.  You try to explain that a mountain is much bigger, 

but words cannot adequately express what you mean, so you take the kids on a trip to the 

nearest mountain range.  When you all stand looking up at the mountains, the immense 

majesty of what you are seeing is breathtaking.  The hill that the children had seen back home 

just doesn’t come close.  It is beyond words to describe.  The children now understand the 

difference.  They had to see the mountains for themselves.  That’s what Jesus is saying to us 

about God’s righteousness.  We have to wait for it, because we have nothing to compare it to. 

But one day we will experience it, and it will be worth the wait! 

The King of Righteousness  

Isaiah had a glimpse of the great King.  Read the following verses and answer the questions. 

Read Isaiah 9:6-7 

What do we learn from these verses about our king and his coming kingdom? 

• The government will _______________________________________________________ 

• His name will be called _____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

• There will be no end to the _________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

• Whose throne will the king sit on? ____________________________________________ 

• What will the king establish and uphold the kingdom with? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

• How long will His kingdom last? ______________________________________________ 
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Read Isaiah 11:1-9 

1. (v.3) What will our king NOT judge by? ________________________________________ 

2.  (v.4) With what will our king judge the people? _________________________________ 

3. (v.5) What will be the belt about His loins? _____________________________________ 

Read Isaiah 45:8, 18-25 

1. (v.8) When God opens the earth up and pour down His righteousness, what two 

things will bear fruit. ___________________________________________________ 

2. (v.18) When God formed the earth and established it, what did he not create it for? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.20) Who is God calling to draw near and gather together? ______________________ 

Since Isaiah was speaking to a Jewish audience, this news that God would one day gather the 

Gentiles together would have been troubling.  These were not the children of Abraham but 

were foreigners who worshipped idols.  But God was letting them know that He was not just 

their Savior, but the Savior of the whole earth. 

 

4. (v.22) God said, “Turn to Me and _____________________________________________ 

all the ends of the earth.  For I am God, and there _______________________________ 

5. (v.24) “And they will say of Me, ‘Only in the Lord are _____________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Read Isaiah 59:11-20 

1. (v.14) According to this passage, what is the condition of the people? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.15) Why was the Lord displeased when He saw what was happening on earth? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.16) He could find no man to intercede, so what was His response?  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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4. (v.17) What armor did He put on? 

• A breastplate of _________________________________________________ 

• A helmet of _____________________________________________________ 

• Garments of ____________________________________________________ 

• A mantle of _____________________________________________________ 

5. (v.18) Who is going to see the wrath of God when He returns?  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

6. (v.20) Who will He come back to redeem? __________________________________ 

 

This passage says that the Lord Himself will come back again – not as a Lamb or Suffering 

Servant like the first time, but as a Mighty Warrior, coming back to defeat His enemies, and to 

redeem those who turn from transgression (sin).  He will come to Zion, the mountain of the 

Lord in Jerusalem, the place where He will reign on the throne of David. 

 

Read Isaiah 60:14-21 

1. (v.15) Speaking of Jerusalem, the Lord says that although in the past the city of 

Jerusalem has been “forsaken and hated with no one passing through”, the Lord 

Jesus will make her an __________________________________________________. 

2. (v.16) Rather than being known as the Suffering Servant, the Name of the Lord Jesus 

will be ______________________________________________________________. 

3. (v.21) “And all your people will be _________________________________; they will 

_______________________ the land _______________________, the branch of My 

__________________, the work of My __________ that I may _________________. 
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The prophet Isaiah has provided us with a great vision of what is to come when the Lord Jesus 

comes back and reigns on earth.  He intends to set up a kingdom on earth that resembles the 

righteous and holy kingdom that is in Heaven.  He told those who were listening to the sermon 

on the mountainside that day, that to hunger and thirst for His righteousness is good.  In fact 

there is a blessing for those who long or crave for His righteousness.  You are basically saying, 

“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.” 

 

Jesus continued throughout His ministry on earth to talk about righteousness, and He told the 

people that they should hunger and thirst for it. 

 

“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the 

Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” John 7:37-38 

 

“I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me 

will never thirst….I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of 

this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the 

world is My flesh.”  John 6:35, 51 

 

“For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy 

in the Holy Spirit.”  Romans 14:17 

 

When we long for a home where righteousness and peace dwell, when we hunger for a world 

that treats everyone fairly and there is no injustice, we are children of God.  Our Lord Jesus was 

sharing His own heart when He talked about hungering for righteousness.  He also longs for a 

kingdom where righteousness will reign.  And He will one day come back and set up that 

kingdom.  According to Scripture, the Lord Jesus will one day reign over a righteous kingdom. He 

is building a kingdom of priests who have been sanctified in the blood of the Lamb, and who are 

therefore righteous and holy just like Him.  And He will one day sit on His throne in Jerusalem, 

and rule in justice and righteousness over His people, and every created thing will worship Him. 

 

“And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its 

seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe 

and tongue and people and nation.  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests 

to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.”  Revelation 5:9-10 

 

“And He will speak peace to the nations; and His dominion will be from sea to sea, and 

from the River to the ends of the earth.”  Zechariah 9:10b 
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“Thus says the Lord, ‘I will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.  Then 

Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the Lord of hosts will be 

called the Holy Mountain.”  Zechariah 8:3 

 

“And the Lord will be king over all the earth.”  Zechariah 14:9a 

 

Key to the Kingdom:   

Our king is a righteous king! 

 

Discussion: 

• Is the concept of Jesus coming again as the Mighty Warrior King new to you? 

• Do you find the prophecies about Jesus’s Second Coming disturbing or exciting? 

• What is for you the most challenging thing about anticipating His Return? 
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Week Three – Kingdom of Righteousness 

Day Two: Salt and Light of Righteousness 

 

“You are the salt of the earth….You are the light of the world.”  Matthew 5:13a, 14a 

Tomorrow we will focus on what it means to be “persecuted for righteousness”.  But today, 

let’s move ahead to the following section of the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus illustrates 

what He means by righteousness.  

Read Matthew 5:13-20 

1. (v.13) Who is the salt of the earth? ___________________________________________ 

2. (v.13) What happens to salt that loses its flavor? ________________________________ 

3. (v.14) Who is the light of the world? __________________________________________ 

4. (v.15) What doesn’t anyone do after they light a lamp? ___________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.16) Why do we let our light shine before men? _______________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. (v.19) Who will be called great in the kingdom of heaven? ________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

7. (v.19) Who will be called least in the kingdom of heaven? _________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

8. (v.20) “For I say to you that unless ____________________________________________ 

_____________________ that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will ________________ 

the kingdom of heaven. 

Jesus was referring to His kingdom on earth even though he called it the “Kingdom of Heaven”. 

Remember, the kingdom on earth is going to be modeled after the kingdom of heaven.  “Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  Jesus is Lord of both heaven and 

earth. 
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Jesus used these two examples (salt and light) to illustrate for his disciples that righteousness is 

not something you just know or feel; it is something you actively share with others.  Those who 

follow Jesus Christ must let their righteousness be seen and experienced by the world.  Jesus 

was letting His disciples know that He required His disciples to walk in His footsteps and let 

their righteousness shine. And if they were not willing to live by His kingdom principles, then 

they would no longer be useful to Him.  He is the King.  They are the King’s subjects. 

Salt   

Consider the illustration of salt.   

Salt is quite common today and is used as a preservative for food and as seasoning, adding 

flavor to food.  But did you know that salt is an important mineral (sodium chloride) and 

necessary for all mammals and humans to live?  Salt is plentiful now and inexpensive, but back 

in the first century, salt was not as accessible.  Roman soldiers were sometimes paid in salt, 

which is where the saying “worth your salt” came from.  Also, the word, “salary” came from salt 

being used to pay wages.  (www.zmescience.com) 

The salt that we buy at the supermarket is not like the salt that Jesus used in His illustration.  

Back then it was possible to buy salt from a local merchant, only to take it home and realize the 

salt had no taste.  Can you imagine your disappointment if you added salt to your bland food, 

and found that it had no flavor?  What would you do with the salt if that happened?  Most 

likely, that salt would quickly find itself in the trash can!  What good is salt that is not salty? 

Light  

Just as salt is meant to be salty, light is meant to provide light in a dark world. 

Back in the first century, long before Thomas Edison invented the light bulb, most of the lamps 

were oil lamps.  Families would need to fill their lamps with oil before night came, so that they 

would have enough light to see after dark.  In many of the small homes in Jesus’s hometown of 

Nazareth, it would have been normal to have one small oil lamp set up on a lampstand in the 

center of the house, providing a small amount of light to the whole house. 

Jesus explained that it wouldn’t make sense to own an oil lamp, and not use it to light up the 

dark home.  If you owned a lamp, of course you would use it.  Otherwise, the whole family 

would be in the dark once night came.  And to own a lamp only to put the lamp under a basket, 

would make no sense!  What good is a lamp that doesn’t provide light? 

 

 

http://www.zmescience.com/
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Read Luke 14:34-35 

Salt is _______________.  But if even salt has become ________________________, with what 

will it be seasoned? 

It is ______________ either for the soil or for the manure pile; it ________________________.  

He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 

Jesus taught that we (his disciples) are like salt.  And salt is good!  We are good because He has 

made us righteous.  Now our righteousness becomes our message and purpose.  We are His 

witnesses in the earth.  We are witnesses to the truth of the message of Jesus Christ.  We have 

experienced His mercy and grace, His truth, and His peace (shalom).  And we have been born of 

the Spirit, because we placed our faith in Jesus Christ.  As salt, we are to go out and sprinkle 

that message everywhere we go.  We are to live according to the kingdom principles taught in 

the Sermon on the Mount.  If we do that, our righteousness will “surpass that of the scribes and 

Pharisees”.  And when people see how differently we live and hear about our Lord Jesus and 

how He died for the forgiveness of their sins, they will come to know and accept His free gift of 

salvation.  This is using our God-given talents for the Kingdom! 

 

Read Matthew 25:14- 30 The Parable of the Talents 

1. (v.14) In this parable that Jesus told, who does the master represent? _______________ 

Who do the slaves represent? _______________________________________________ 

2. (v.14) Whose possessions were given to the slaves to use? ________________________ 

3.  (v.21) Why was the master happy with the slave with the 5 talents? ________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.23) Why was the master happy with the slave with the 2 talents? ________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.25) What did the slave do with the 1 talent he was given? ______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. (v.26) Why wasn’t the master happy with the slave with 1 talent? __________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. (v.30) What word is used to describe the slave? _________________________________ 

Read Matthew 25:31-46 The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats 

1. (v.34) Who is speaking to those on His right? _________________________________ 

2. (v.34) What reward has been prepared for them? _____________________________ 

3.  (v.37) What name is given to the sheep? _____________________________________ 

4. (v.37) Why were they called, “righteous”? ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.40) The King said to the extent that the righteous helped the poor and afflicted 

people in the world, they were doing it all _____________________________________. 

It is clear from these examples that God expects us to be salt and light - for His sake.   By doing 

this we will bring glory and honor to the King. 

Read 2 Peter 1:1-11 

1. (v.3) What has His divine power granted to us? _________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

(Compare with the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25.) 

2. (v.4) What else has He granted to us? _________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.4) Why has He granted them to us? ________________________________________ 

4. (v.4) What have we escaped because we have His divine nature? ___________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. (v.5-7) “Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence,  

• In your faith supply ________________________________________________ 

• In your moral excellence supply ______________________________________ 
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• In your knowledge supply ___________________________________________ 

• In your self-control supply __________________________________________ 

• In your perseverance supply _________________________________________ 

• In your godliness supply ____________________________________________ 

• In your brotherly kindness supply _____________________________________ 

6. (v.8) For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither 

__________________________________ nor _________________________________ 

in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7. (v.11) For in this way the entrance into the eternal _____________________________ 

of our Lord and Savior ____________________________________________________ 

will be ____________________________________________________ supplied to you. 

 

Do you want to be called “great” in the kingdom?  Then “let your light shine before men in such a 

way that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”  Do you want to 

know for certain that the King will say, “Well done, good and faithful servant?”, then be salty!  Be a 

lamp that is lit with the Gospel – and set the lamp on a lampstand so that everyone can see it.   

“Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt….”  Colossians 4:6 

 

Key to the Kingdom:   

Shine your light and be salty! 

 

Discussion: 

• How is the church shining the Light of the Gospel?  How is it being salty? 

• Are you salty?  Where are you shining for Jesus? 

• Can you think of anywhere that could use a little salt or light? 

•  
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Week Three – Kingdom of Righteousness 

Day Three: Persecuted for Righteousness 

 

“Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of Me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; 

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” Matthew 5:10-12 

All of us who have been saved by grace have experienced some form of persecution.  Maybe 

you tried to share your faith with a family member or neighbor, and quickly found out that they 

do not share your faith.  The persecution can come in many forms and sizes.  But we should not 

be at all surprised by it.  Jesus made it very clear that His followers would be persecuted. 

Read John 15:18-21 

1. (v.19) Why does the world hate us? _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.20) If our Lord Jesus was persecuted, what should we expect? _________________ 

Read Matthew 5:43-46 

1. (v.44) How does the Lord command us to respond to our persecutors? _____________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.45) God the Father causes His sun to rise on both the evil and the good, and sends 

rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous.  What does this tell you about the heart 

of the Father?____________________________________________________________ 

Read Matthew 5:10-12 

1. (v.10) You are blessed when you are persecuted for ____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.11) Name the three things people may do to you that Jesus said will result in you 

being blessed: 

• Blessed when people ____________________________________ you 

• Blessed when people ____________________________________ you 
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• Blessed when people _______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ because of Me 

3. (v.12) Who else suffered persecution? ______________________________________ 

Jesus said in verse 12 that whenever we are persecuted for His sake, we should rejoice!  

We should be glad, because we know that a reward is coming. 

4. (v.12) How did Jesus describe the reward for persecution? ________________________ 

 

We need to know that a reward will be given to us for any persecution we have to endure.  And 

we will be right up there in the reward line with the prophets and the apostles!  Won’t that be 

great?  We’ll all share our stories of persecution and hear them tell theirs.  

 

Let’s look at a story of persecution recorded in Scripture - the story of Nehemiah rebuilding the 

walls around Jerusalem. 

 

Read Nehemiah 2:3-10  

Nehemiah worked in the palace as cupbearer to King Artaxerxes of the Persian Empire.  After 

the Jews had suffered 70 years in exile, the Lord had put it on Nehemiah’s heart to return to 

Jerusalem and begin to rebuild.  The whole city had been left “desolate and the gates were 

burned by fire.”  When Nehemiah asked him, King Artaxerxes granted him permission to return 

to Jerusalem with a group of people and granted him favor by sending some army officers with 

him.  But when they arrived in the devastated city of Jerusalem, there were some who were 

opposed to their arrival. 

 

1. (v.10) Who were the two officials named in opposition? 

• _______________________________________ the Horonite 

• _______________________________________ the Ammonite 

2. (v.10) What was displeasing to them? _________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Nehemiah Chapter 4  

1. (v. 1) What did Sanballat do when he heard that Nehemiah had begun to rebuild the 

wall?____________________________________________________________________ 
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2. (v.7) The opposition was growing.  Now in addition to Sanballat and Tobiah, the 

opposition included: 

• The _________________________________________ 

• The _________________________________________ 

• The __________________________________________ 

3. (v.8) The persecution was growing.  Now in addition to mocking the Jews, the enemies 

conspired together to 

• Come and ______________________________________________________ 

• And to cause ____________________________________________________ 

4. (v.11) What were the enemies secretly plotting to do to Nehemiah’s men?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.17-18) Rather than quit, the Jews did not stop building.   How did they continue to 

build while fearing for their lives? ____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. (v.19-20) What role did the trumpeter have? ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Much to Sanballat’s dismay, the wall was completed in only 52 days!   

“When all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations surrounding us saw it, they lost 

their confidence; for they recognized that this work had been accomplished with the help 

of our God.”  Nehemiah 6:16 

 

There are some important truths for us to learn from Nehemiah’s story.  Firstly, the enemy 

couldn’t stop the work that God was doing.  They made it more difficult for the workers, but the 

wall was completed anyway – because God was with them.  Secondly, all of the nations 

surrounding Jerusalem knew about the severe persecution Nehemiah and his men faced.  They 

recognized that “this work had been accomplished with the help of our God.”  The persecution 

meant more people were watching to see how they would respond.   And God was glorified.   

 

So too, our persecution can result in those around us recognizing God’s hand on our life.  They 

may come to faith in Jesus as a result of our difficulties. 
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There are many other stories.  Let’s consider the early days of the church. 

 

Read Acts Chapter 4 

1. (v.1-2) As Peter and John were witnessing to the people of Jerusalem in the temple 

courts, who became “greatly disturbed”?______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.2) Peter and John were teaching the people and proclaiming ____________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.3) How were they persecuted? ____________________________________________ 

4. (v.4) What happened as a result of Peter and John’s witnessing? ___________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.8) What gave Peter the confidence to speak boldly (remember that He denied the 

Lord three times the night of the crucifixion)?___________________________________ 

6. (v.10) Who else did these people persecute? ___________________________________ 

7. (v.13) What was the reaction of the people when they saw the confidence of Peter and 

John?___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Did you notice that the witness of Peter and John to the people was having a huge impact?  

While they were suffering the persecution from the priests and Sadducees, the Lord was 

drawing people to Himself.  As people heard the truth spoken by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

thousands believed and were saved. 

 

8. (v. 17-18) What warning and command was given to Peter and John (even though a 

“noteworthy miracle had taken place through them”)? ___________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Peter and John will be in that reward line when we see Jesus, and they will have a great story to 

tell! 
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Read Romans 8:35-39 

(v.36) The quote from Psalm 44 says that “for the Lord’s sake we are being put to death and are 

considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”  This is speaking of the most severe forms of 

persecution leading to martyrdom.  But we have been given these two promises that will make 

any persecution worth going through: 

• In all these things (persecutions) we __________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

• Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created things will be able to 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Read 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 

1. (v.9) Paul said that after imploring the Lord to remove a thorn in his flesh, the Lord said 

to him, “My _____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.9) Why did Paul say he now boasted about his weaknesses? ____________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.10) Paul said that persecution for Christ’s sake might make him weak, but he was 

content with that.  Why? ___________________________________________________ 

 

Key to the Kingdom: 

Be glad when you are persecuted for your King! 

 

Discussion: 

• Have you ever suffered persecution for your faith?  Describe. 

• Do you know of any recent examples of people who have been persecuted for 

their faith? 

• What should be our attitude when we are persecuted? 
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Week Four – Surpassing Righteousness 

Day One: Righteousness that Surpasses 

 

“I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 

not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  Matthew 5:20 

This is really the point that Jesus has been making all along.  He is going to reign as king over a 

righteous and holy kingdom.  Only the righteous may enter.   

“But of the Son He says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous 

scepter is the scepter of His kingdom.”  You have loved righteousness and hated 

lawlessness…”  Hebrews 1:8-9a 

The Greek word used for surpassing is “perisseuo” which means “to be over and above, 

abundant, pre-eminent, superior, exceeding”.  Jesus intends for His chosen people to shine 

brighter than other people.  He wants us to demonstrate for the world what His righteousness 

will be like in the future kingdom.  The expectation by our King is that through the power He 

has lavished on us – the Holy Spirit’s power – the church of Jesus Christ will be exceedingly and 

gloriously righteous!   This unusual behavior will cause the world to take notice and possibly 

place their faith in the King. 

Matt. 5:21 says, “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ and 

‘whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’”   

When Jesus referred to the “ancient’s paraphrase of the Law” he meant a “loose rendering of 

the sacred text intermingled with the rabbi’s explanatory remarks”.  (Arthur W. Pink, Sermon 

on the Mount)  

Jesus said the interpretations and commentaries the experts and teachers of the Law were 

teaching the people were not at all what God had intended.  In fact, the Law (as it was given to 

Moses) had been reduced (in these ancient paraphrases) to legalistic rules and regulations and 

left out the essential heart of the matter.  These religious leaders were speaking and teaching 

for God, but Jesus said what they were teaching was wrong!  (Note:  This is why we need to 

read the Bible for ourselves, and not just read books written about the Bible!)   

Read Exodus 19:1-6 

1. (v.4) You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 

______________________ and brought you to _________________________________. 
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2. (v.6) And you shall be to Me a ____________________ of ____________________ and a 

____________ nation. 

 

The original intent of the Law was to bring God and His chosen people together after they were 

delivered from slavery, and to make them into a holy nation.  He would be their God and they 

would be His people in a relationship built on love and obedience.  And the people would be 

priests – serving as intermediaries between the surrounding nations and Yahweh, the God of all 

the earth.   The people of Israel would be righteous and holy, and they would gladly obey the 

Law out of gratefulness for God’s deliverance from slavery, because they had come to know 

Him as a God of lovingkindness and compassion.   That was the original intent. 

 

We all know it didn’t happen like that – thanks to the enemy who was up to his old tricks – he 

convinced the people to doubt God’s goodness, and to doubt that God wanted to prosper 

them.  They preferred idols made of wood, and the wickedness of the surrounding nations.  So, 

in that environment, the Law became burdensome for the sinful people.  God’s Law showed 

them how far they had strayed from the original intent.  But instead of seeking God, the 

religious leaders (Pharisees) apparently only wanted to pretend to be holier than the people.   

 

In His sermon, Jesus took them back to the original intention.  He showed them what the 

righteous nation of Israel was supposed to look like. 

 

Read Matthew 5:20-26  

Do you agree that here in the 21st century, our standards have plummeted downward in the 

last ten years?  Just watch a show on television and compare it to a show from ten years ago.  

In movies or television shows, the bad guys usually are the ones who commit murder or rape.  

Just about everything else is suddenly permissible.   

 

Jesus shows us that our standard of what is righteous and acceptable needs to begin with the 

highest level of righteousness – not the lowest.  Our standard should begin with love.  In other 

words, in a righteous kingdom, perfect love is the standard, and anything else falls short of it.  

Let’s assume that you probably are not going to murder someone. Good for you! But how are 

you treating your fellowman?  Are you offending him somehow?  Would he say that you are a 

blessing or a curse in his life?  That’s the real question.  Begin not with murder, but with love. 

 

1. (v.22) But I say to you that 

• Everyone who is ____________________________________________________ 
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• Whoever says to his brother __________________________________________ 

• Whoever says ______________________________________________________ 

According to Matthew 5:22-23, in a righteous kingdom, the levels of offenses are something 

like this: 

Light offense: for anger toward your brother (fellow man) you are guilty or liable to appear 

before the court (who will hear your defense and make a decision) 

More offensive: for words that are unkind and hurtful - you are guilty before the Supreme 

Court (more serious charges and punishments) 

Most severely offensive: for words that are very offensive and do not promote peace and love 

– you shall be guilty enough to go into the fire (hell or a place determined by God.) 

 

Jesus taught that anything short of love will not be allowed in His kingdom, and he will punish 

those who offend by their words. 

 

2. (23-24) Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar and there remember 

that your brother _________________________________________________________ 

3. Leave your offering there before the altar and go; first ___________________________ 

_________________________________, and then come and present your offering. 

God will not listen to my prayers or accept my offerings if I have offended someone.  I need to 

take care of all matters between me and other people right now, while there is still time, and 

while I am still alive.   

The opponent in verse 25 may be a person I have offended, or it may be my adversary, the 

devil, who is seeking to devour me.   This is an illustration – not an actual case.   When I die and 

stand before the Lord and He examines my life, it will be too late then to ask for forgiveness.  If 

I have offended anyone, I need to run quickly to them and be reconciled.  Remember, Jesus said 

that in the same measure that we forgive and show mercy, we will be shown mercy. 

Perfection! 

“For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have?  Do not even the tax 

collectors do the same?  If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than 

others?  Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  Therefore you are to be perfect, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect.”  Matthew 5:46-48 
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Look up these verses with the word “perisseuo” in them and write down what the Bible says is 

“surpassing, abounding, exceeding, or abundant, etc. in each one. 

 

Matthew 13:12 _________________________________________________________________ 

John 6:13 _____________________________________________________________________ 

Romans 5:17___________________________________________________________________ 

Romans 15:13 __________________________________________________________________ 

1 Corinthians 14:12______________________________________________________________ 

2 Corinthians 1:5 ________________________________________________________________ 

2 Corinthians 3:9________________________________________________________________ 

2 Corinthians 8:7 ________________________________________________________________ 

Ephesians 3:20 _________________________________________________________________ 

Philippians 1:9 _________________________________________________________________ 

1 Thessalonians 3:12 ____________________________________________________________ 

1 Thessalonians 4:1 _____________________________________________________________ 

 

We can conclude from this many uses of the word “perisseuo”, that God wants His people to 

live according to a higher standard.  Jesus wants our righteousness to abundantly surpass and 

exceed the righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees.   

 

Read 1 John 3:1-10  

1. (v.1) What has the Father bestowed on us? ____________________________________ 

2. (v.1) Why doesn’t the world know us? ________________________________________ 

3. (v.2) Who does the Scripture say we are? ______________________________________ 

4. (v.2) What will happen to us when He (King Jesus) appears? ________________________ 

5.  (v.2) Why will this happen? _________________________________________________ 

6. (v.3) If we have this hope, how will we prepare? ________________________________ 
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(Look back at Matthew 5:8 and write it out here.) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. (v.4) Everyone who practices ________ also practices____________________________; 

 and _______ is lawlessness. 

8. (v.7) Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who __________________ 

___________________________________________ is righteous, just as He is righteous; 

9. (v.8) the one who ___________________________________ is of the devil for the devil 

has sinned from the beginning.  The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to 

____________________________________________ of the devil. 

10. (v.10) By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious:  anyone who 

____________________________________________________________ is not of God, 

nor the one who _________________________________________ his brother. 

All this righteousness talk could make us feel a little uneasy – speaking for myself now – I don’t 

come anywhere near close to the righteous standard Jesus is expecting! 

This is what is so amazing about our God.  He takes care of everything!  Because He wanted a 

righteous people and a holy nation, He came to earth the first time (the first incarnation) and 

became the perfect Lamb sacrificed for our sins.  He is our Justification and He washed away all 

of our sins with His own shed blood. 

He is also our High Priest.  Knowing that we would still have a sin nature that is prone to 

wandering back into the same bad habits, He sent us the Holy Spirit who is our Sanctification.  

Our High Priest is sanctifying us as we turn to Him willingly and humbly.  

Read Hebrews 10:14-25  

1. (v.14) For by one offering He has _____________________________________________ 

For all time those who are _________________________________________________. 

Look back at Matthew 5:48 and write it here. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. (v.14) review… What did Jesus do for those who are sanctified by His one offering? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Hebrews 9:11-14 

(v.13) If the blood of goats and bulls…. sprinkling those who have been defiled ______________ 

for the cleansing of the ___________, how much _____________ will the __________________ 

of Christ who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your 

_______________________ from dead works to serve the _____________________________? 

 

As we wrap up our lesson today, think back to Exodus when the Lord God spoke to Moses and 

said,  

“Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel: ‘You 

yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagle’s 

wings and brought you to Myself.  Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice 

and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the 

peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and 

a holy nation.”  Exodus 19:3b-6a 

 

Think about this.  Just like He did before when He delivered the people from slavery in Egypt, 

God has carried you and me on eagle’s wings and brought us to Himself.  He has delivered us 

from sin and cleansed our consciences (our hearts and minds), sanctifying us and freeing us 

from our bondage to sin.  And since we are so grateful for the great deliverance He has worked 

on our behalf by the shedding of His own blood, of course, we will choose to come to Him and 

love and obey Him!  What other response could there be? 

 

 We are now free to be His holy nation.  We are free to love one another.  Free to walk in His 

“surpassing righteousness”.  Free to walk by faith.  Free to walk after the Spirit, not after the 

flesh.  We have been set free to worship Him.  And He is more than worthy to be worshipped.   

Jesus is our all-surpassingly righteous and holy King.  Let’s worship Him! 

 

Key to the Kingdom:   

Let our righteousness be measured by our love. 
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Discussion: 

• How does the freedom from slavery that the Israelites experienced compare to the 

freedom from slavery to sin that we experience?   

• Does the church show the world that our God is righteous and holy?  If so, what is the 

response from the unbelieving world to God’s righteousness? 

• Is there anyone recently that has represented the righteousness and holiness of God well?   
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Week Four – Surpassing Righteousness 

Day Two: God is Faithful to Keep His Word 

 

Yesterday, we learned that Jesus wants those who are called by His Name to be more righteous 

than other people.  But not as the Pharisees who really were not righteous at all – they were 

hypocrites, masquerading as God’s people.  Today we will see that keeping our word matters to 

God. 

Read Matthew 5:27-32 

When Jesus used the phrase, “You have heard that it was said” in verses 27 and 31, He was 

referring to the “ancient paraphrase” that the Jewish teachers used when they taught the Law.  

It was a loose interpretation of the Law, intermingled with the rabbi’s own commentary.  They 

taught the rules and regulations of the Law without teaching about the loving heart of God for 

His people. 

 

Read Leviticus 19:16-18 

1. (v.16) What reason did God give the people for why they should obey Him?       

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.16-18) Name the specific things that God does not want us to do to our fellow man? 

• You shall not go about as a ___________________________________________ 

• You are not to act against the _________________________________________ 

• You shall not ____________________________________in your _____________ 

• You shall not incur _____________________________________because of him. 

• You shall not take ___________________________________________________ 

• Nor bear any _______________________________________________________ 

3. (v.18) What does He command us to do? ______________________________________ 

 

Do you sense the heart of a loving Father in this passage?  I think It sounds like something we 

might say to our children when they are in trouble.  We might tell them to “say they are sorry”, 

and to forgive each other.   When they insist on their innocence and ask why they must obey, 



60 
 

we might say, “because I said so, and I’m your mom!”  When we read the Law, we need to 

remember that our God is a gracious and loving God, who had compassion on His people and 

delivered them from slavery. Through their obedience, He would bless them and prosper them.  

Always read the Law through the lens of love. 

 

Let’s go back to Matthew 5 now.  When Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, “You shall 

not commit adultery”, He was continuing in the same context as our reading yesterday.  Murder 

was not to be the baseline for determining their righteousness before God.  Now Jesus tells us 

that our marriage relationships are not poor only when one of you commits the act of adultery.  

The act of adultery is setting a very low bar when considering what righteousness looks like in a 

husband/wife relationship. Again, Jesus begins with the heart of the matter.  In yesterday’s 

reading, Jesus basically said,” Don’t set your standard with murder.  Let’s start with how you 

treat your brother.  Nothing you do that offends him is okay, because it hurts him.” 

 

1. (v.28) What does Jesus compare to committing adultery? _________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.29) When a person has lust in his heart, he is tempted to look at people or images 

that feed that lust.  What does Jesus suggest is a possible solution if lust causes your eye 

to stumble? ______________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.30) When a person has lust in his heart, the enemy will put temptations in his way, so 

that things can spiral out of control.    What does Jesus suggest is a solution if lust causes 

your hand to stumble? _____________________________________________________ 

Can you imagine suggesting to someone in a marriage counseling session that the unfaithful 

spouse should cut off their hand or tear out their eye?  Jesus was pointing out the seriousness 

of the offense.  The Teachers of the Law had been teaching the Jewish people that as long as 

they didn’t commit adultery, they were fine – without fault.  Jesus disagrees with that 

interpretation of the Law.  Once again, Jesus tells them that the standard should not be that 

they didn’t commit adultery!  It should begin with holiness.  He is addressing husbands and 

wives and telling them that God takes their marriage covenant seriously, and they should too.  

Any break of the covenant is unacceptable.  God is faithful – His people are faithful too.   

4. (v.32) If a man divorces his wife, he makes her _________________________________. 

5. (v.33) If a man marries a divorced woman, he __________________________________. 

This, of course, applies to women who divorce also.   
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What happens here and now, since over half of married couples end in divorce, and most 

people do break their marriage vows?  Is God angry with all divorced people?  Is divorce the 

unpardonable sin?    

God looks at our American culture today and sees that it is on a downward spiral away from 

Him and speeding toward the acceptance of all forms of wickedness and immorality.  Divorce is 

just one symptom.  The fact that divorce and sexual immorality is deemed acceptable now, 

shows the deterioration of our value system.  But thankfully, at any point that any of us 

acknowledges our sin and humbly bows before the cross, asking Jesus for forgiveness, there is 

still a promise of His grace.  (1 John 1:9)   

God still wants love and faithfulness to our spouse (surpassing righteousness) to be the norm in 

our Christian homes.  If you are married (whether you are divorced and remarried or not), or if 

you are hoping to be married one day, remember that God hears our vows.  The vow we make 

with our mate is a covenant vow or oath to God.  If we don’t plan on keeping it, we better not 

make it.  (Note: There are exceptions!   If you are in an abusive relationship – please know that 

your loving Father would not expect you to remain there.  In cases of physical and emotional 

abuse, the spouse has broken the marriage vows. Seek help!) 

Oaths 

Read Matthew 5:33-37 

The word oath comes from the Greek word, “herkos” which means “a fence or enclosure that 

restrains a person.” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary). 

The Book of James says something similar.   

“But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any 

other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under 

judgment.”  James 5:12 

Back in Bible times, a person’s word meant something.  If you made a statement and swore that 

you were telling the truth, people would trust that you were telling the truth.  That was before 

we had lawyers that insisted on making us write everything down and sign it before it is official.  

In those days, contracts were verbal.  Oaths and vows were verbal.  If you made a promise, you 

were expected to keep it, even if it meant losing everything to keep your promise.  People 

would die rather than go back on their promise.  People would cherish their own integrity and 

reputation as an honest person more than their life. 

The problem that Jesus had with oaths (or vows), was that people were using oaths to 

somehow enhance their words to mean they could be trusted!  They thought that by adding 
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“By heaven” or “By earth”, that somehow their words would be taken more seriously.  God did 

not appreciate the use of His home in their oaths.  Jesus seems to indicate that they should just 

tell the truth all the time.  If they were honest there would be no need to add an oath or vow. 

1. (v.34) It wasn’t that Jesus didn’t want them to fulfill their vows to the Lord.  Of course 

He did.  But it would be better if they would just stop making foolish vows.  Why didn’t 

He like them making an oath by heaven?  ______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.35) Why didn’t He like them making an oath by the earth? ______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.35) Why didn’t He like them using Jerusalem in their oath? ______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

(Note:  In verse 35, Jesus quotes from Psalm 48.  Jerusalem is the “city of the great King”.  The 

Psalm also tells us that Jerusalem (Mount Zion) will be the “joy of the whole earth”.  Jesus knew 

that one day He will sit on David’s throne in that city!) 

4. (v.37) “But let your statement be, ____________________ or _____________________; 

anything beyond these is of _____________. (or of the evil one.) 

 

You might wonder why Jesus thought this was important enough to include in His Sermon on 

the Mount.  Why does it matter what we say?  Why does James also, in his letter to the church, 

say “Above all, my brethren, do not swear…. with any other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and 

your no no…”  James 5:12 

 

Promises are made to be Kept! 

God’s words are true.  He is a covenant-keeping God.  If God makes a promise, you can be 

certain that He will keep it.  And, since God is all-powerful, and eternal, He knows that He will 

be quite capable of keeping His Word. 

 

Back in the days of Abraham (some 5,000 years ago), people would only make an oath if they 

could keep it.  At the time the oath was made, a provision might be included that would release 

the person from the oath if certain conditions were met. 
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Read Genesis 24:1-9  

1. (v.3) Abraham wanted to send his servant to visit their relatives in Mesopotamia (Syria) 

to see if he could bring back a wife for Isaac.  Abraham didn’t want Isaac to marry a wife 

from the heathen nations who worshipped pagan gods.  What did Abraham make his 

servant do? ____________________________________________________________ 

In those days, people dealt with each other differently than we do today.  A person could give 

their word, and if they were willing to swear with an oath that they would do something, the 

other person would have confidence that they would keep their word, rather than break an oath.   

2. (v.5) What was the servant afraid might happen? _______________________________  

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.7) Why was Abraham sure that the servant would find a bride for Isaac?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.7) What had the Lord God swore (an implied oath) to Abraham?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.8) What would happen if the woman was not willing to come back with him?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. (v.9) What did the servant do to show that he was swearing an oath concerning this  

matter? _________________________________________________________________ 

 

The placing of a hand under the thigh of the one to whom you were swearing an oath, was 

very significant.  The thigh was part of what was considered the “loins”, which also 

included the reproductive parts of the body, specifically on a man.  By placing your hand 

under the thigh, you were calling on the former oath or covenant established by God when 

he required each male to be circumcised. (Genesis 17:10-14) The male’s circumcision 

reminded them of all of the promises that God committed to when He made a covenant 

with Abraham.  Along with land and descendants, Abraham had been promised a chosen 

“seed” by God. Not just any seed.  Abraham’s seed would be exceedingly fruitful.  Nations 

and kings would come forth from his seed. So, Abraham and his servant were swearing on 

the “seed of Abraham” by placing a hand under the thigh.   
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Similarly, today when we place our hand on a Bible and swear to tell the truth, we are 

declaring that just as the Bible is true and all its promises are true, so will we speak the 

truth – so help us God! 

Oaths mattered back in Abraham’s time, and in the centuries following.  Covenants, vows, 

and oaths were taken seriously by people and by God.  Today, people justify the reasons 

why they lie.  Television and movies show people lying and deceiving each other – all 

perfectly acceptable in our culture - but not okay to God.   

“And inasmuch as it was not without an oath (for they indeed became priests without 

an oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to Him, “The Lord has sworn 

and will not change His mind, ‘You are a priest forever’ so much the more also Jesus 

has become the guarantee of a better covenant….because He continues forever, and 

holds His priesthood permanently.”  Hebrews 7:21-23 

 

Key to the Kingdom:   

Be faithful to your word and keep your promises! 

 

Discussion: 

• Do you agree that our culture is becoming increasingly immoral?  What proof do you 

have for your position? 

• Do you know anyone who you trust that will always tell you the truth?  

• How willing are you to accept when a politician or a government official says something 

that is not true – for the sake of their party’s success in winning an election? 

• How normal is it for you or your children to lie to parents because the truth will bring 

consequences? 
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Week Four – Surpassing Righteousness 

Day Three: The Right Way to Treat People 

 

Today, our Scripture passages will be drawn from Matthew 5, 6 and 7.  The reason it seems a 

bit scattered, is that we are saving the passages on prayer and fasting, our heart’s treasure, and 

the final thoughts on bearing fruit until next week.  So, bear with me! 

“In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this 

is the Law and the Prophets.”  Matthew 7:12 

This verse is familiar to most of us, as the “Golden Rule”.  We don’t generally hear the last part 

of the verse – “for this is the Law and the Prophets.”  In other words, God has been saying this 

all along.  Jesus was repeating what Moses and Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the rest had said.  

God has always wanted us to love other people as we love ourselves. 

 

Here is a familiar story that Jesus used to illustrate how we should treat people. 

 

Read Luke 10:29-37  

Jesus was using religious leaders in his hypothetical story to make a point.  The fact that they 

had an important title didn’t necessarily mean they were any better at being a good neighbor.  

The Samaritan man was part of a race of people who did not associate with Jews.  Here is why. 

When Northern Israel was captured by Assyria and taken into captivity, the King of Assyria sent 

people from Assyria back to Northern Israel to farm the land and take over the cities.  

Eventually the Assyrian people married the few Israelites that were left behind, and started a 

mixed race called the Samaritans.  These people were despised because they were not 

considered, “pure” Israelites. Of all the people Jesus could have used in his story, he chose an 

enemy of the people.  This would have made those listening at the time very uncomfortable!   

1.  (v.33) What did the Samaritan (the despised and hated man) do when he saw the man 

who was half dead? 

• He felt ____________________________________________________________ 

• He came to him and _________________________________________________ 

• He poured _________________________________________________________ 

• He put him ________________________________________________________ 
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• He brought him to __________________________________________________ 

• He took ___________________________________________________________ 

• On the next day he took out two denarii and _____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

• And said, ‘Take care of him and whatever more you spend, when I return  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Jesus showed us an example of a man who was extraordinary in his kindness.  He had 

surpassing righteousness.   This is the way Jesus wants us to treat our enemies!  What 

did the Samaritan do that was “over and above” in his care for the man in the story?  

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now let’s go back to the Sermon on the Mount.  We will see how Jesus wants us to treat 

people.  He gives us several examples. 

• How to treat an evil person 

• How to treat someone who wants something of yours 

• How to treat someone who is forcing you to do something  

• How to treat someone who wants to borrow something 

• How to treat enemies and those who persecute you 

• How to treat strangers 

 

Read Matthew 5:38-47  

1. (v.39) How are we to treat an evil person? ____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.40) How are we to respond when someone wants to sue us and take our shirt?  

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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3. (v.41) When someone forces you to do something you don’t want to do (maybe an 

authority figure?) what is the right thing to do? ________________________________ 

4. (v.42) When someone asks anything of you, or wants to borrow from you, how will a 

righteous person respond? ________________________________________________ 

5. (v.44) How must we treat our enemies and those who persecute us? ______________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

6. (v.47) How must we treat strangers? _________________________________________ 

Read again Matthew 7:12 and write it out here: ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

If we want to learn to be righteous, we will need to ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with His 

meekness and love.  In each of these responses to difficult people, God wants our response to 

be with humility, meekness, patience, and love.  None of this spiritual fruit comes without being 

connected to the Vine – Jesus Christ.  Our flesh will want to respond in self-defense.  Our spirit 

will want to listen to the Word and obey God.  That is the spiritual battle we all fight.   

Read Romans 6:16 – 7:4  

1. (v.16) According to Paul (speaking to the Roman Christians), everyone is a slave to 

whoever they obey.  We are either: 

• Slaves of _____________________________resulting in ____________________ 

• Or slaves of __________________________resulting in ____________________ 

2. (v.18) Since we have been freed from sin (through the blood of Jesus Christ), we have 

become ________________________________________________________________. 

3. (v.19) Just as you used to present your members (parts of your body) as slaves to  

________________________________________________________________________ 

So now present your members as slaves to_____________________________________ 

Resulting in _____________________________________________________________. 
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4. (7:4) You were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ so that you might be 

joined to another, to ______________________________________________________ 

___________________________ in order that __________________________________ 

____________________________________________________. 

Watch out for these temptations while you are practicing righteousness! 

Jesus warns us about two areas where the enemy will set up a trap to tempt us to sin, as we 

practice righteousness.  The first is a snare because of the desire for people to notice our 

righteousness.  The other is a snare because of the desire to judge people who don’t appear to 

be practicing righteousness.  Beware of both of these traps! 

 

Read Matthew 6:1-6 and 7:1-6  

1. (v.1) In this verse, Jesus is not telling us never to practice righteousness in front of 

people.  If that were the case, we would not be the doing good works so that the world 

will see and glorify our Father.  Jesus wants the fruit of righteousness to be evident for 

all.  So, what is Jesus specifically warning us about? _____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.2) What was the problem with the way the hypocrites were giving to the poor? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.4) When we give to the poor, what is the promise given to us by our Father? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.5) Again, Jesus is not telling us never to pray in public.  If so, we couldn’t pray with the 

sick, or pray during our church services, etc.  What specifically is the problem with these 

prayers?________________________________________________________________ 

God wants His children to pray sincerely with a pure heart, speaking to Him – not for show, but 

because we know He listens to us, and He will answer our prayers.  Jesus is addressing a 

hypocritical motive for prayer, which is only done for show, to look religious. 

5. (7:1) How can we make sure that we won’t be judged? ___________________________ 

6. (v.2) What will God use as His standard of measure when you are judged? ___________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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7. (v.3) What is wrong with pointing out a speck in my brother’s eye? ________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

8. (v.5) What does Jesus call someone who looks at the speck in other people’s eyes? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

I appreciate Jesus putting these passages in His Sermon on the Mount!  It is easy when doing a 

bible study like this one, especially with a group of friends, to look around at how others are 

doing, and compare ourselves!  If we try, I’m sure we could find a speck in everyone’s eyes.  We 

are all speckled people! Sometimes we seem to have more specks than others, and sometimes 

we seem to have less specks. Nothing good can come of comparing our specks!  

Apart from the grace and mercy of God, we have no hope of righteousness.  Humility is just 

knowing the truth and acknowledging it.   So, we need to remember to work on taking the log 

out of our own eye, and let the Holy Spirit do His work of conviction in our friends.  Here again, 

we need His help to love others and treat others with His love. 

“My soul cleaves to the dust; Revive me according to Your word, 
I have told of my ways, and You have answered me; Teach me Your statutes. 

Make me understand the way of Your precepts, so I will meditate on Your wonders. 
My soul weeps because of grief; strengthen me according to Your word. 

Remove the false way from me, and graciously grant me Your law. 
I have chosen the faithful way; I have placed Your ordinances before me. 

I cling to Your testimonies; O Lord, do not put me to shame! 
I shall run the way of Your commandments, for You will enlarge my heart.” 

Psalm 119:25-32 
 

Keys to the Kingdom:  
Don’t be a hypocrite and treat all people the way you want to be treated! 

 
Discussion: 

• Consider how the parable of the Good Samaritan could be told in modern times.  Who 
would be the characters?   

• Who are the “despised” people in our society?  How are we to treat them? 

• What is the most challenging part of this teaching for you? 
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Week Five – Life in the Kingdom 

Day One: Prayer – Asking, Seeking, Knocking 

 

Read Matthew 6:7-18 

Jesus initiated a new section on prayer by telling people to avoid meaningless repetitive 

prayers.  After all, He says, the Gentiles pray that way.  They pray to their heathen gods with 

rituals and chants.  And when they are repeating their meaningless words, they think the 

repetition has some value.  It would be like chanting Hindu words in a yoga class, or meditating 

on a word that is supposed to clear your mind (this is a demonic practice).  This is what the 

ungodly do.  And it is not the kind of prayer that Jesus taught us to pray.   

But don’t be confused.  Jesus is not saying that we should never repeat anything.  For example, 

it’s okay when you are singing a song, to repeat the chorus.  And it’s okay to sing, “Holy, holy, 

holy!” Jesus is talking about a certain type of repetition that ignores the fact that God hears us, 

and repeats a prayer multiple times because they believe the more times they repeat it, the 

more likely it will be that God will hear.  Imagine if your son or daughter came to you and kept 

repeating a request or a certain phrase.  After a while you might say, “I heard you the first time!  

Please stop saying the same thing.  Do you think I can’t hear you?” 

(v.8) Jesus said, “don’t be like them (the ungodly); for __________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Then Jesus teaches those listening on the mountainside what came to be known as “the Lord’s 

Prayer” saying, “Pray, in this way”.  The Lord’s Prayer was never meant to be the only prayer we 

pray.  Jesus said to pray “in this way”, meaning follow this pattern, or pray something like this.  

 

Let’s examine the way Jesus taught us to pray, so that we can fashion our own prayers in the 

same manner. 

Our Father: Jesus taught us to pray to our Father God.  Not to the Creator, not the Almighty, 

Powerful, Eternal God, but to our Father who loves us.  This speaks to us of a relationship.  We 

pray to the Father who has made a way for us to draw near, and who has adopted us into His 

family.  We are His children, and He is our Father God. 

Who is in heaven: God’s home is in heaven, where He has absolute authority. He sits on the 

throne of heaven, and rules with righteousness and holiness.  This speaks of our understanding 
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of who God is, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. We pray to the God of Scripture, one God 

in three Persons – the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   We do not pray to the god of Islam or any 

other religion that does not claim Jesus Christ as Lord. 

Hallowed be Your name: His Name is to be treated with honor and reverence.  The second 

commandment is, “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.”  Jesus tells us to 

have the proper posture and attitude.  When we pray, we need to address our holy Father, with 

great humility because He is worthy of our worship, and we have been saved by His grace and 

mercy.   In other words, we don’t bring our demands to God, rather, we come with gratitude for 

all that He has done. 

Your kingdom come: This is a reference to the kingdom that Jesus will set up on earth when He 

returns, as a fulfillment of the covenants with Abraham and David.  (Week Six will go into further 

detail regarding the coming kingdom.)  Notice that Jesus is telling His followers to pray for His 

kingdom to come.  Just as He told us to pray that the Father would send more laborers to prepare 

for the harvest, we are told to pray for His kingdom to come to earth.  This speaks of joining Him 

in the work that He is doing.  We need to be in unity with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Your will be done: Our prayers should say more about what God is doing, and less about us.  

Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He 

sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like 

manner.”  John 5:19.   Instead of our prayers being all about us, Jesus teaches us that a better 

way to pray is to pray in unity with the Father.  We want His will, because He knows what is 

needed according to His Master Plan for the earth, His plan for the Church, His plan for the 

nations, His plan for our loved ones, and His plan for you and me.  Let’s trust Him to lead us in a 

path that is ultimately best for us (with an eternal perspective), and believe that whether the 

circumstances look good or bad, He is in control, and we are His children.  

On earth as it is in heaven: we pray that God will bring His righteousness to the earth!  We 

want to see everything we’ve been learning about in this study of the Sermon on the Mount, 

actually come to pass here on earth – just like it is in heaven.  And that is the plan!  Praise the 

Lord!  Jesus is planning for His kingdom to be a kingdom of righteousness right here on planet 

earth.  Let’s pray for that day to come quickly!  “And the Lord will be king over all the earth; in 

that day the Lord will be the only one, and His name the only one….people will live in it, and 

there will no longer be a curse…”Zechariah 14:9,11a 

Give us this day our daily bread: Jesus knows that we have needs and lots of requests that we 

want to make about all sorts of things.  The term “daily bread” was meant to mean daily 

sustenance.  It means everything we need to live on.  It could include food, clothing, jobs, 

security, health, etc.  We certainly can bring these requests to the Lord.  
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“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.”  Philippians 4:6 

“But after you have made your request, have the faith to believe that He will “supply all 

your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:19 

And forgive us our debts: Jesus includes asking for forgiveness because just like we need daily 

bread, we also need daily forgiveness.  Asking for forgiveness should happen every time we sin 

(no matter how big or small the sin is in our opinion).  It is very important that we go directly to 

God in prayer and ask Him to forgive us.  If we do, the blood of Jesus will cleanse us.   

“If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If 

we confess our sins He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.”  1 John 1:8-9 

As we also have forgiven our debtors: this is the standard of measure that God will use.   If we 

want to be forgiven, we need to also forgive.  This is a kingdom principle.  It is not referring to 

our salvation, in which God forgave us for all of our sin because we placed our faith in Him.  

Salvation is a free gift from God by His amazing grace.   The forgiveness spoken of here is 

referring to a standard of forgiveness that God will use in the kingdom for eternity.  So think 

about the way you forgive people now.  Do you hold a grudge?  Do you harbor resentment 

toward people?  If so, you must understand that you will also be forgiven this way in the future 

kingdom. (Also read verses 14-15). 

And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil: Jesus tells us to ask God to lead 

you far away from the things that tempt you to sin.  That assumes that you must want to be 

delivered from evil!  We must decide to cooperate with God when He shows us a way out of 

the temptation.   

“God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but 

with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to 

endure it.”  1 Corinthians 10:13b 

“The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation” 2 Peter 2:9a 

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever: Once again, Jesus talks about 

the kingdom.  The kingdom belongs to God.  And He is worthy to reign as King of Kings, because 

He has all power, and all glory.  And His kingdom will never end.  Jesus ends the prayer with this 

wonderful statement declaring the surpassing greatness of our King.  All glory belongs to God.  

He is worthy to be praised and worshipped!  Let this be the way we always end our prayers.   

Take your eyes off of your circumstances that are making you anxious, and instead, look up, 
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focusing on the King, and how powerful He is.  There is no One like Him.  He is the Alpha and 

Omega, the Beginning and the End.  He holds the future in His hands. And He has chosen you to 

belong to His eternal Kingdom.  This is why we rejoice!   

Fasting 

Jesus gives just a quick mention about fasting.  He doesn’t tell us when or why we should fast, 

but only that fasting should never be done just to be noticed.  If we are fasting only to look 

spiritual or because other people are fasting, then we should not bother! 

 Jesus fasted often when He was going to spend time in prayer.  He fasted immediately after His 

baptism (Luke 4:1-2) when He was praying about the start of His public ministry.  Luke’s Gospel 

tells us that after his 40 days of prayer and fasting, “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of 

the Spirit…” (Luke 4:14a)  Prayer and fasting are spiritual disciplines that the Word tells us will 

weaken the flesh and strengthen the spirit (where the Holy Spirit dwells) in us. 

Read Acts 13:1-4 

1. (v.2-3) The church in Antioch was gathered together for a service, which included 

ministering to the Lord (possibly songs of worship), prayer and ____________________. 

2. (v.2-3) Who was set apart by the Holy Spirit? ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Just like Jesus after His baptism, Saul (called Paul), and Barnabas were beginning a new ministry.  

This would be Paul’s first missionary journey. He would later take two more missionary journeys.  

Prayer and fasting prepared Paul’s heart for the battles that were ahead.  Using the examples of 

both Jesus and Paul, we should consider fasting and praying about a ministry we believe God 

might be calling us to, or an important decision that needs to be made.  After Paul and Barnabas 

fasted, the Holy Spirit gave them clear directions.  They listened and obeyed when God revealed 

His will to them.  Fasting shows God that we are willing to deny ourselves and submit to His will 

for our lives.  Fasting is between you and God, not to be seen by men. 

Ask! Seek!  Knock! 

Read Matthew 7:7-11 

1. (v.7) Write out the rest of these phrases: 

• Ask and ___________________________________________________________ 

• Seek and __________________________________________________________ 



74 
 

• Knock and _________________________________________________________ 

• For everyone who asks _______________________________________________ 

• He who seeks ______________________________________________________ 

• To him who knocks __________________________________________________ 

2. (v.11) If you know how to give good gifts to your children, ________________________ 

______________ will your Father who is in heaven give __________________________ 

to those who ________________________! 

 

Read the Prayer of Moses – Exodus 33:11-23 

1. (v.13) What is the first thing Moses asks God for? ______________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.16) What is the next thing Moses asks of God? _______________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.18) What is the final thing Moses asks for? __________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.14,17,19) How does God respond to these bold requests? _____________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Hebrews 4:16  

“Therefore, let us _________________________ with ____________________________ to the 

throne of grace so that we may receive _______________and find _________________ to help 

in our _______________________________. 

 

Read James 5:13-18  

 

1. (v.13) Fill in the blanks: 
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• Those who are suffering must _________________________________________ 

• Those who are cheerful will ___________________________________________ 

• Those who are sick will call for the elders of the church and they are to  

______________ over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and 

the prayer offered in ___________will ____________________________ and if 

he has committed sins they will be forgiven him. 

2. (v.16) Fill in the blanks: 

• Confess your sins to _________________________________________________ 

• Pray for ____________________________________ so that you may be healed. 

• The effective ____________________________ of a _______________________ 

man can accomplish ________________________________________________. 

 

Read Revelation 5:8  

What are the golden bowls full of incense that are in the hands of the 24 elders before the 

Lamb on the throne? ____________________________________________________________. 

 

Key to the Kingdom:   

Pray – not to be seen – but to be heard! 

 

Discussion: 

• What elements of the Lord’s Prayer stand out to you as important to your own prayer life?  

• What is the biggest challenge you face when it comes to prayer? 

• Do you ask God questions?  If so, do you get any answers? 

• What is a personal goal that you have in response to this day’s lesson? 
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Week Five – Life in the Kingdom 

Day Two: In This World but not of it! 

 

Before Jesus went to the cross, on the night He was betrayed, He gave a message to His 

followers.  After He was finished, He prayed for them, and among other things, He said this: 

“I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of 

the world, even as I am not of the world.  I do not ask You to take them out of the world, 

but to keep them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 

world.  Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.  As You sent Me into the world, I 

also have sent them into the world.”  John 17:14-18 

As a Christ-follower, washed in His blood, sanctified by the Holy Spirit and adopted into God’s 

family, we no longer live like the world.  We are set apart for God.  We are his holy people. 

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 

possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were not a people; but now you are the 

people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  Beloved, I 

urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against 

the soul.”  1 Peter 2:9-11 

In today’s passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus addresses the challenges we face by 

living in this corrupt and increasingly evil world.  The bottom line is – we need to follow Jesus 

closely, and no longer be ensnared by the world. 

Read Matthew 6:19-34  

We will organize this passage into 3 parts: 

• Righteous treasure (v. 19-21) 

• Righteous eye-sight (v.22-24) 

• Righteous submission to God’s will (25-34) 

Righteous Treasure 

When you accepted Christ as your Savior and Lord, you gave Him the right to control your life.  

As your Sovereign King, He is going to renew your mind. This is a good thing.  You do not want 

to stay in darkness!  But now you need to prepare your mind for action. 
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The first thing needed is a set of new priorities, new goals, and new pursuits in life.  Before we 

came to know Jesus, we were like the rest of the world, pursuing treasure on earth.  That’s all 

there is before you know the Eternal King.  People chase after power, prestige, recognition, and 

money – all in the pursuit of happiness.   

 

1. (v.19-20) Where are we told to store up (hoard) our treasure (wealth)? _____________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.19-20) What two reasons does He give for this change? _______________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.21) What final reason does He give? _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Let’s clarify what Jesus does NOT mean! 

Jesus does not mean that we should stop setting aside provisions for our family or planning for 

the future events that we can expect to happen. 

Read 1Timothy 5:8  

Paul is speaking to Timothy, instructing him on what the people in his congregation should 

continue to do.  He says that “if anyone does not provide for his own, especially ____________ 

______________________________________, he has _________________________________ 

and is worse than an unbeliever. 

 

Read 2 Corinthians 12:14  

Paul tells the church at Corinth that “children are not responsible to save up for their parents, 

but ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

God wants parents to provide for their children. (For more proof of God’s intent, look back at 

the lives of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, and others.) 
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Jesus wants us to readjust our pursuits in the heavenly direction.  It means no longer pursuing 

excessive wealth, but instead learning to live on this earth in moderation, with God’s will as our 

new priority.  We pray for His guidance, as we look to join Him in His work. 

In his book, “The Sermon on the Mount”, Arthur Pink explained that God knows we all have 

basic necessities which require things: 

“A workman requires tools, a business man must have capital, a master of a large estate 

needs the funds sufficient to pay his servants.  No precise rule can be laid down but is 

left for the judgment and example of the godly.” 

There is a difference between providing for our families and pursuing worldly wealth for 

dishonest gain or to hoard it for ourselves.  Jesus teaches that there is such a thing as putting 

too much confidence in our worldly things.   

 

“Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.”  Colossians 3:5 

 

So how do we store up our treasure in heaven where no rust, decay or thieves can destroy it? 

 

Read Colossians 2:6-8  

1. (v.6) Who is our real treasure? _____________________________________________ 

2. (v.6) How do we respond to this wonderful gift? _______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.8) Where will we go for Truth? ___________________________________________ 

4. (v.9) What is dwelling in Christ? ____________________________________________ 

5. (v.10) What has happened to us now that we are in Christ? ______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

As one who is “in Christ”, we now must set new goals for our life that set our treasure in 

heaven rather than on earth. David was a man after God’s own heart.  He is a great example of 

someone who was in the world, but not of it. 

 

Read Psalm 17:15  

What was David looking forward to? ________________________________________________ 
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Righteous Eye-sight 

Read Matthew 6:22-24 

In these verses, Jesus is referring to spiritual eyes.  He is using an eye and a whole body in a 

illustration to represent the eyes of our heart, or the eyes of our understanding.  In the same 

way that our physical eye receives rays of light from the sun and that information tells our body 

where to walk, the eye of our heart (soul, mind, will, emotions) receives light from the Holy 

Spirit and the Word of God which gives us information telling us which way to go.   If the eye of 

our heart is evil though, it receives its information from a different source.  Without the light 

received from the Holy Spirit or the Word of God, the information received into the eye of our 

heart is only darkness. The information (light or darkness) we receive into our heart will 

determine our spiritual walk through life.   

Jesus said that we need our eyes cleansed!  We need to purify what our eyes (our mind and our 

heart) look at.  He told us to ask Him for spiritual “eye-salve” so that we will be able to see with 

spiritual eyes.  “Eye-salve” from God opens the eye of our heart to the light of the Holy Spirit.  

Without the necessary light we are spiritually blind – and we probably don’t even know it. 

“Because you say, ‘I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,’ and 

you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, I 

advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white 

garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not 

be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.” Revelation 3:17-18 

“I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, in paths they do not know I will guide 

them.  I will make darkness into light before them and rugged places into plains.  Hear, 

you deaf!  And look, you blind, that you may see.”  Isaiah 42:16a,18 

 

Righteous Submission to God’s Will 

Read Matthew 6:24  

“No one can serve two ____________________; for either he will hate the one and 

_____________________________, or he will be ___________________________ and despise 

the other.  You cannot serve ______________________________. 
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Read Matthew 6:25-34 

Notice how Jesus starts this section.  He says, “For this reason”.  Remember what He had just 

said about serving two masters?  He told us that it is impossible.  The meaning of the two 

masters is that they are hostile to each other, like two opposing teams, completely 

incompatible.  Now, in verse 25, Jesus tells us not to worry.  Why don’t we need to worry? 

Because we have submitted our lives to God.  He is responsible for everything that happens to 

us – both the good and the bad.  We continue to live in this world until He takes us home to be 

with Him, but what we do with this life, and whether it is successful or not, is all up to Him.  As 

Paul said, “For me to live is Christ.” And “If we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall 

also live with Him.”  Romans 6:8  

Someone once told me to think of myself as having died already.  He told me, “dead people 

don’t have rights!”  That’s really true.  I am now “in Christ”, and dead to this world.  Therefore, 

the world has lost its hold on me.  If I want to experience life in the Kingdom of God, I must let 

go of whatever part of this world still has a grip on me. 

1. (v.25) According to this verse we do not need to worry any more about our life: 

• What we will ______________________________________________________ 

• What we will ______________________________________________________ 

• Or our body, what we will ____________________________________________ 

2. (v.25) What reason does Jesus give for us not worrying? __________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.26) What does the Father do for the birds? __________________________________ 

4. (v.26) What is your worth compared to the birds? _______________________________ 

5. (v.27) What other reason does He give for why we shouldn’t worry? ________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. (v.28) What does He compare our clothing to? __________________________________ 

7. (v.29) What does Solomon’s clothing in all his glory not compare to? ________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

8. (v.30) What else does God clothe? ___________________________________________ 
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9. (v.30) What reason does this verse give us for having faith that God will provide us with 

clothes? _________________________________________________________________ 

10. (v.32) What do the Gentiles (unbelievers) do? __________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

11. (v.32) Why don’t we need to worry? __________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

12. (v.33) “But seek first _____________________________and ______________________ 

and all these things _______________________________________________________. 

In His Sermon on the Mount, do you see how important He made the issue of “not worrying 

about our life”?  Go back and read the passage again if you missed it.  He told us that our 

Heavenly Father knows what we need, and we are valuable to Him.  You need to know how 

valuable you are to God, and how powerful and capable He is to meet all of your needs. 

Once again, we do need to be careful not to think Jesus said something He didn’t say.  The 

Lord was not forbidding us from taking steps that are required for feeding and clothing 

ourselves and our families.  He is speaking here of the anxiety that is dishonoring to God, 

because when we are consumed with our physical appearance, or our meals, or our 

wardrobe, we are distracted, and our hearts turn away from God.  Some people are 

tormented by anxious thoughts about the future, and their anxiety and stress disturbs their 

joy and destroys their peace.  If you are stressed about any of these things – you have been 

robbed of your peace (shalom).  Your Father wants you to have a peaceful mind and be 

filled with His Spirit, trusting that He will never leave you, and He knows how to provide 

your needs. 

The right way to be in the world but not of it, is to live within our income so that we don’t 

spend more than we have. We must deal uprightly and honestly with people, and with our 

surplus we should look for ways to help those less fortunate.  This will bring glory to God.  

Remember, it’s a matter of where your heart is.  Don’t let your food or your clothing or 

sports or movies or anything else be more important to you than God.  He is our Treasure! 

“In the same way, you wives….your adornment must not be merely external – braiding 

the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; but let it be the hidden person 

of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious 

in the sight of God.”  1 Peter 3:3-4 
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Key to the Kingdom:   

Surrender your life to God, accept His will, and stop worrying! 

 

Discussion: 

• Discuss what a spiritual treasure might look like. 

• How is your spiritual eyesight?  Do you have any obstruction in your sight? 

• What is your greatest challenge when it comes to submitting to God? 
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Week Five – Life in the Kingdom 

Day Three: Not for Everyone! 

 

As Jesus wraps up His sermon, He gives some final thoughts that are very important for us to 

hear and take to heart.  Throughout this sermon, Jesus told us all about the things that God 

values.  He taught us the Beatitudes - these are the characteristics of a Christ-follower.  He 

taught us that we will be persecuted if we follow Him, just as He was.  He told us that we are 

the salt and the light in this dark world.  He told us that our righteousness must surpass that of 

the religious people.  Why?  Because we are sons and daughters of the Father!  We act like our 

Father in heaven, not like the prince of this world. 

He taught us to pray honestly (not like the hypocrites) and told us that our Father would hear 

us when we pray, and would give us what we ask.  He taught us not to love the world, and to 

seek His kingdom and His righteousness instead. 

With all of that in mind, He ends His sermon by telling us that if we want to enter His Kingdom, 

we need to do what He says, not just hear it as a good message.  We can’t simply hear it, study 

it, and then go out and not be changed by it.  This bible study was a waste of our time – unless 

it changes us.  We were meant for surpassing righteousness, to spread God’s Gospel of Peace, 

to be the Salt and the Light. 

Read Matthew 7:13-29 

Jesus said there are two gates.  One leads to life and one leads to destruction.  Many will take 

the wide and broad gate – the path to destruction.  Few will take the small and narrow gate – 

the path that leads to life. 

The Gospel of John gives a similar message, using the illustration of sheep and the sheep pen.  

The sheep pen is the Kingdom.  The sheep are the followers of Jesus. 

Read John 10:1-10  

1. (v.9) Who is the door or gate to the sheep pen? _________________________________ 

2. (v.8) Why didn’t the sheep go with the thieves and robbers? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  (v.9) How does someone enter the door? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.10) What did Jesus come to give us? ________________________________________   
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From these two passages, we can understand that the path that leads to life is not going to be the 

path that the majority of people will take.  Most people won’t take that path. It will be the path 

where you see a few people that love God more than they love the world, that love their neighbor 

as themselves, that pray, that show mercy, that take care of the poor and afflicted.  These few 

people will be persecuted for righteousness’ sake, and they will be okay with that, because they 

know their reward is coming!  Notice that neither of these passages of Scripture mention the 

church you belong to.  They don’t mention your title, your ministry, your church attendance, etc.  

What matters is if you listen and obey.  That’s how He can tell if you are a true follower. 

Read Matthew 7:15-20 

Who should we consider a “false prophet”?  Who is Jesus warning us about here?  Vine’s 

Expository Dictionary says this about a “prophet”: 

“A prophet is one to whom and through whom God speaks.  New Testament prophets both 

preached the Divine counsel of grace already accomplished and the foretelling of the 

purposes of God in the future.” 

A false prophet, then, is one who claims to be speaking for God, but does not. He or she does 

not speak for God, and their message is not the truth.  These people are like wolves in sheep’s 

clothing.  We need to be aware that there are false prophets among us, as authors, teachers, 

bloggers, ministry leaders, etc. 

What we need to know about false prophets: 

• They are here (1 John 4:1) 

• There will be many in the last days before Jesus returns (Matthew 24:11) 

• Their goal is to mislead many people (Matthew 24:11) 

How do we know if someone is a false prophet?  

(v.20) You will know them ________________________________________________________. 

 

As you have studied the Sermon on the Mount, you have heard the truth as Jesus taught it.  The 

fruit that you are looking for was clearly described in these last few chapters.  We are looking for 

the surpassing fruit of righteousness.  The Beatitudes describe godly fruit.  If someone claims to 

speak for God but there is no evidence of godly righteousness, beware of that person’s teaching.   
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Read Matthew 7:21-23 

According to this passage, Jesus is telling us that just calling Jesus “Lord” does not gain us access 

into the Kingdom.  If I say I have accepted Jesus and made Him my Lord, but if it’s just words, 

the words will not take me through the small and narrow gate called, “Life”. 

1. (v.21) Who will enter the Kingdom? __________________________________________ 

Notice that there are many who think they are connected through their religious expressions, 

that Jesus won’t recognize. 

• People who prophesy in His Name (although He never told them to) 

• People who cast out demons in His Name 

• People who perform miracles (by another power) in His Name 

These three examples are symbolic of the people who fill churches and are serving in ministries 

that claim to be followers of Jesus.  But He claims that He never knew them!  They are going to 

have a rude awakening when they see Jesus. 

2. (v.23) Jesus will declare to these people that He never knew them, and then He will 

tell them to depart from Him.  Why?  They ____________________________________. 

 

It is very clear from this Sermon on the Mount, that our King of Righteousness, expects His 

subjects to learn to be righteous like Him.  No true follower will continue to practice lawlessness.  

 

Read James 1:22-25  

1. (v.22) “But prove yourselves ____________________________________________, and 

not merely hearers who ___________________________________________________. 

2. (v.25) Someone who “looks intently at the perfect law the law of liberty, and 

___________________________________, not having become a forgetful hearer but an 

_______________________________ this man will be ____________________ in what 

he _________________. 
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Read 1 John 2:4-6  

1. (v.4) In John’s letters, he continues to teach this important truth.  What does John 

consider someone who says they have come to know Jesus, but do not keep His 

commandments?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.5) When someone keeps His commandments, what will take place in him? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Jesus ends His sermon by illustrating the difference between a wise person and a foolish person.   

 

Read Matthew 7:24-28  

1. (v.24) What does a wise man do? ____________________________________________ 

2. (v.25) What is the benefit of building this kind of house? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  (v.26) What does a foolish man do? __________________________________________ 

4. (v.27) What will happen to this house? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus taught other parables about foolish and wise men or women.   

 

Read Matthew 25:1-13  

In this parable of the ten virgins, Jesus describes how to enter the Kingdom.  We can compare 

this to his illustration of the narrow gate.  In this illustration, when the bridegroom arrives (that 

is, when Jesus returns in all of His glory), those who are ready (those who have made 

themselves ready by keeping His commandments) will go into the wedding feast in the 

Kingdom.  Those who are not ready will not be allowed in through the door.  Jesus tells us that 

many will surprised that they are turned away and not allowed in. 

 

1. (v.3) In this story, there are five foolish virgins (maidens) and five wise (prudent) virgins.  

The foolish ones went out to meet the bridegroom with lamps.  What was missing? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 



87 
 

2. (v.4) Notice that they all thought they were going to meet the bridegroom and assumed 

they would all go to the wedding feast.  But what did the wise virgins bring that the 

foolish virgins did not? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.6) What time did the bridegroom show up? __________________________________ 

4. (v.9) When the foolish virgins realized they needed oil for their lamps, they asked the 

wise virgins.  What did the wise virgins say? ____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

The oil in this story is a type of the Holy Spirit.  The wise virgins took oil with them – they were 

filled with the Holy Spirit as they obeyed the commandments. 

 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control, against such things there is no law.  Now those who belong to 

Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  If we live by the Spirit 

let us also walk by the Spirit.”  Galatians 5:22-25 

 

“So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  And do not get drunk 

with wine…but be filled with the Spirit.”  Ephesians 5:17-18 

 

The foolish virgins said all of the right things – they may have verbally prayed the “Sinner’s 

Prayer”, but they never changed their life to follow the precepts taught in the Sermon on the 

Mount.  They continued to behave like the many who were walking toward the wide gate 

leading to destruction.  They called Jesus, “Lord”, but they built their house on sand. 

 

4. (v.10) The foolish virgins realized suddenly, when they heard that the bridegroom was 

coming, that they better quickly get some oil.  At the last minute, they wanted to do 

whatever was necessary to be filled with the Spirit.  “And while they were going away to 

make the purchase the bridegroom came, and those who were ready (the wise virgins) 

went in with him to the wedding feast.  What happened to the door (or the gate to the 

Kingdom)? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. (v.12) What did the Lord say to the foolish virgins when they arrived? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  (v.13) We are warned to “be on the alert” (or always watching and preparing) because 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Don’t be foolish!  This is the time to begin walking closer to Jesus.  Don’t wait and think there 

will be time.  The Holy Spirit is here now, and there are signs indicating the Lord will be coming 

back some time soon. Let’s spend our time wisely building a house on the Rock. 

 

When Jesus finished these words, the “crowds were amazed at His teaching”!  I can understand 

that.  I too, am amazed at His teaching.  Aren’t you?  As you glance back over the Sermon on 

the Mount, what are the sections that challenge you the most?  Which are the sections that you 

think will be opposed by “the many” heading for the wide gate?  When will you be persecuted 

for righteousness’ sake?  Remember, Matthew 5:12, “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in 

heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”   

 

“Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven…for Yours is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever.”  Matthew 6:10,13b 

 

Key to the Kingdom:    

Wisdom is building your life on the Rock of Jesus Christ. 

 

Discussion: 

• Discuss the two paths.  Which path do you think your loved ones are currently on? 

• Discuss the parable of the wise and foolish virgins.  How can you be sure that you are 

one of the wise virgins? 

• Discuss what a false prophet looks or sounds like today?  Is it possible to be a false 

prophet and not know it? 
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Week Six – The Kingdom of God 

Day One: God is the Eternal King 

 

We may have come to appreciate God as our Creator, our Heavenly Father, and our Savior.  But 

what do we really know about God fulfilling the role as our King?  Since we live in a country 

where we elect our government and we have a Bill of Rights, and a Constitution, we may not 

understand about kingdoms and kings.  For instance, do we understand that a king has absolute 

authority over their subjects?  They command – they don’t suggest!  We also need to know that 

not all kings are good.  There have been good kings and bad kings throughout history.  Good 

kings care about their kingdom and their people, just like good shepherds care for their sheep.  

Good kings want justice for their kingdom.  The Bible is full of references to various kings and 

kingdoms.  It’s important for our study that we have a foundational understanding of the vital 

role kingdoms have in the biblical story, and specifically the prophetic promise of the reign of 

Jesus Christ as King. 

Let’s begin by examining some places in the Old Testament that describe kings.  We cannot look 

at every mention of kings and kingdoms in this study, so we’ll have to choose a few select 

places.  But if you want to dig even deeper, read through the books of 1&2 Kings, 1&2 

Chronicles and the prophets (who mostly lived during the reign of kings.)  It will become clear 

that the Bible has a lot to say about kings.  It is a recurring theme throughout Scripture. 

God speaks to Moses 

The first mention of the word kingdom is found in Exodus when God is speaking to Moses. 

“Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My 

own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine and you shall be to Me a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  These are the words that you shall speak to the 

sons of Israel.”  Exodus 19:6 

God wanted the Israelites to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation, and He would be their 

king.  But they rebelled against God.  They didn’t want to be a part of His holy nation.  They 

wanted to be like everyone else.  And – they wanted a human king.  Eventually God answered 

that prayer by giving them a human king, but God never forgot His covenant promise to 

Abraham, that in Abraham, “all the families of the earth will be blessed.”  Genesis 12:3 This 

promise to bless all families would require a world government under God’s control. 
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God speaks to Samuel 

Samuel was both a prophet and the last of the Judges.  The people came to him and said, “Give 

us a king to judge us.”  And Samuel prayed about it.  To Samuel, God was Lord and King over 

Israel, and the children of Israel (Abraham’s grandson) were God’s chosen people.  Samuel 

didn’t want to offend God, knowing that this request for a king was not what God would have 

wanted. 

Read 1 Samuel 8:4-7  

(v.7) The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to 

you, for they have not rejected you, but they have ________________________ Me from being 

__________________ over them. 

 

They wanted a human king, so God gave them what they wanted.  God chose a man named 

Saul who was a handsome man, taller than any of the people; a tall, handsome king that would 

be the envy of all the people in surrounding nations.  He had just the right look – very kingly.  

But Saul turned out to be foolish.  God showed the people (in hindsight), that what you see on 

the outside is not nearly as important as what you cannot see on the inside of a man. 

 

Read 1 Samuel 13:5-14  

1. (v. 13-14) Samuel said to Saul, “You have acted ________________________; you have 

not kept the _________________________________ of the Lord your God, which He 

commanded you, for now the Lord would have established your ___________________ 

over Israel forever.  But now your kingdom shall not endure.  The Lord has sought out 

for Himself a _____________ after ___________________________________________, 

and the Lord has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not kept 

what the Lord commanded you.”   

 

What had Saul done wrong?  It was his impatience and thinking he could work things out 

himself.    He didn’t think it would matter to God if he disobeyed in just one little area!  After all, 

the people were getting restless and some were leaving him, and he determined to get on with 
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the sacrifices before it was too late.  So, Saul sacrificed the burnt offering himself, instead of 

waiting for Samuel. 

 

Have you ever thought like Saul?  Did you ever start out trying to obey God, but as the 

circumstances got more difficult, you figured out another solution to the problem?   

 

I think all of us can relate to this.  Just like Eve in the Garden, and Sarah when Abraham was 

getting old and still they had no child, the enemy tempts us to do our own thing rather than 

trust God.  Saul had become prideful.  Being king will do that.   Notice that Saul obeyed when it 

was convenient.  He justified his actions by thinking he could meet God on his own terms. 

God, through Samuel, had told him to wait until Samuel arrived.  Here is Saul’s defense: 

 

2. (v.11-12) …And Saul said, “Because I saw that the people were ____________________ 

from me, and that __________did not come…….and that the ______________________ 

were assembling….therefore I said, “Now the Philistines will come down against me at 

Gilgal, and I have not asked the _____________________________________________. 

So I forced myself and offered the burnt offering.” 

 

Saul looked at the unfortunate situation – the people scattering, no Samuel in sight, the 

Philistines assembling – and out of fear and impatience, he disobeyed by not waiting for Samuel 

and offering the sacrifice himself.  Think about it.   Saul had waited for seven days, and he had 

remembered to ask God for His favor.  Wasn’t that good enough?  Sadly, no.  Not long after the 

sacrifice had begun, Samuel showed up.  Saul lost the kingdom that day.   

 

Was this unfair of God?  No.  Saul forgot that he was not ultimately in charge of God’s chosen 

people.  God wanted a king that was also a man after His own heart.  He wanted someone who 

would be wise enough to understand that God alone was the Eternal King.  Someone who 

would worship Him, trust Him, obey Him, and would wait patiently when He was being tested.  

And He happened to have a man like that.   This man was David, the shepherd.  By replacing 

Saul with David, God taught the people that the heart of the king mattered more than his 

outward appearance. 
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God speaks to King David 

 

Read 2 Samuel 7:8-17 

(v.16) “Your house and your ______________________ shall ______________________ before 

Me forever; your ___________________ shall be established _____________________.” 

 

David was a man after God’s own heart, and God had made a covenant promise to him.  After 

David died and was buried, the future kings of Israel were continually on the lookout for a 

future Son of David, who would reign on the throne of their forefather David forever. They 

looked forward to the fulfillment of this covenant promise, a king who they believed would be 

from the promised Seed or offspring of David. 

“In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; 

and He shall execute justice and righteousness on the earth.  In those days Judah will be 

saved and Jerusalem will dwell in safety; and this is the name by which she will be called; 

the Lord is our Righteousness.”  For thus says the Lord, “David shall never lack a man to 

sit on the throne of the house of Israel.”  Jeremiah 33:15-17 

 

A king would one day sit on the throne of David, according to Jeremiah, and we know that 

Jeremiah is speaking of Jesus Christ.  He is the only One who would fulfill this and many other 

prophecies, because He is both of the Seed of David (through Mary), and also the holy Son of 

God.  Jeremiah even tells us that the King will execute justice and righteousness on earth, (just 

like it is in heaven!) 

 

The Prophet Isaiah has a vision of a Throne 

Isaiah had a vision of the Eternal King seated on His throne in heaven. 

 

Read Isaiah 6:1-5  

1. Describe the throne that the Lord sits on.  (v. 1) _________________________________ 

2. What does verse 1 tell us about the train of His royal robe? _______________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

3. What was above Him? (v.2) _________________________________________________ 
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4. What did the seraphim call out? _____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

 

Some theologians believe that the cry of “Holy, Holy, Holy” is made three times – one for each 

person of the Trinity.  Let’s read some of the Psalms to get a better picture of this great King. 

 

The King in Psalms 

Read Psalm 45:3-6  

1. How is the King described? (v.3) _____________________________________________ 

2. What three causes does the King ride out for? 

a.________________________________________________ 

b.________________________________________________ 

c.________________________________________________ 

 

3. What does v. 6 tell us about His scepter? ______________________________________ 

 

Read Psalm 47  

1. How is the king described in v.2? _____________________________________________ 

2. Where is He seated? (v.8) __________________________________________________ 

 

Read Psalm 145:8-13  

The Lord is ___________________________ and ________________________ slow to anger 

and great in ____________________________________.  The Lord is ___________________to 

all, and His mercies are over all His works.  All Your works shall give thanks to You, O Lord, and 

Your godly ones shall ________________ You.  They shall _________________________ of the 

_________________________________________ and talk of Your ______________________.  
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To make known to the sons of men Your mighty acts and the _______________________ of the 

____________________ of Your kingdom.  Your kingdom is an ___________________________ 

kingdom, and Your dominion ___________________________ throughout all generations. 

 

The Prophets have a lot to say regarding the future King.  Let’s look at one of the visions God 

gave to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.  God gave Daniel the interpretation of 

Nebuchadnezzar’s vision.  (Note:  The Book of Daniel uses the word, “kingdom” 43 times.) 

 

Daniel interprets the Babylonian king’s dream 

Daniel was one of the Jewish captives taken to Babylon during the 70-year Jewish captivity that 

ended in 536 BC.  But God raised Daniel up and gave him favor with Nebuchadnezzar (and 

future kings) so that he held a place of high honor in the king’s court. 

Daniel was able to interpret dreams and visions.  In Chapter 2, the King had a dream that 

troubled him, and no one was able to interpret it so he sent for Daniel.  The dream was of a 

huge statue of a man (or king), that represented 4 kingdoms that would arise and rule the 

earth.  Babylon was represented by the head of gold.  There would be three more earthly 

kingdoms after Babylon that would be very great and rule over nations.  Then lastly, the vision 

showed a final kingdom that would arise on the earth. 

 

Read Daniel 2:44  

1.  Who will set up the last kingdom? ___________________________________________ 

2. What will the last kingdom do to the other kingdoms? ___________________________ 

3. How long will this kingdom last? _____________________________________________ 

Read Daniel 7:13-14  

1. Who was coming with the clouds of heaven? ___________________________________ 

2. Who was He presented to? _________________________________________________ 

3. What was given to the Son of Man? __________________________________________ 

4. The kingdom was given to Him so that who might serve Him? _____________________ 

5. What will not be destroyed? ________________________________________________. 
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Kingdom of God – here on Earth! 

The Scriptures reveal that the Lord Jesus is not returning to earth simply to take us all back to 

heaven for eternity.  The Bible teaches that King Jesus will come back down to earth and set up a 

kingdom here.  His throne will be in Jerusalem, and from there He will rule over all the nations of 

the earth.  The nation of Israel will repent and turn to the “One whom they have pierced” 

Zechariah 12:10. The believing Gentiles will become united by faith with the believing Jews, and 

Jesus Christ will be the King overall.   And all the nations of the earth will bow down to Him! 

 

“In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives which is in front of Jerusalem on 

the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very 

large valley so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half 

toward the south…..And the Lord will be king over all the earth; in that day the Lord will 

be the only one, and His name the only one.  All the land will be changed into a plain 

from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem; but Jerusalem will rise and remain on its site 

from Benjamin’s Gate as far as the place of the First Gate to the Corner Gate, and from 

the Tower of Hananel to the king’s wine presses.  People will live in it, and there will no 

longer be a curse, for Jerusalem will dwell in security….Then it will come about that any 

who are left of all the nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to year 

to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths.”   

Zechariah 14:4,9-11, 16 

 

The Church has not taught much about the earthly kingdom of Jesus.  We generally are 

taught that if we have placed our faith in Jesus Christ, one day we will die and go to heaven 

to be with Jesus, where we will live with Him for eternity.   That was true for people who 

died during the last 2000 years, who were waiting patiently until the Lord returns to earth.  

But when He returns (many signs seem to indicate we are getting close), those who belong 

to Jesus Christ will be caught up in the air (in a twinkling of an eye) and be changed into an 

immortal body, and then together with those souls who had already gone to heaven, in our 

newly resurrected bodies, we will be with Him as He begins to set up His Kingdom on earth.  

Just to clarify, the Bible says that when the “Rapture of the Church” happens (when we are 

caught up to meet Jesus), the promise is that we will be with our Lord Jesus – wherever He 

is.  It doesn’t mention heaven. 

 

“For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until 

the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord 

Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with 
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the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and 

remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 

and so we shall always be with the Lord.”  1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 

 

The blessed hope of the early church was not to die and go to heaven, but to see Him when 

He appears in all of His glory and be with Him. 

 

“Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us…”  Titus 2:13-14a 

 

“Therefore brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing 

you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; for in this way the 

entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly 

supplied to you.”  2 Peter 1:10-11 

 

“For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.  But each in his own order:  

Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming.  Then comes the 

end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all 

rule and all authority and power.  For He must reign until He has put all His enemies 

under His feet.”  1 Corinthians 15:22-25 

 

Key to the Kingdom: 

Jesus is both our Suffering Savior and our Mighty King! 

 

Discussion: 

• What was King Saul’s downfall?  How can we relate? 

• What was the key to King David’s success?   

• How important is the theme of kings and kingdoms in the entire Bible story? 

• Why is it important that we know Jesus as our King and also as our Savior? 
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Week Six – The Kingdom of God 

Day Two: Jesus Was Born to Be King 

 

Our Lord Jesus was destined to be king.  Even at his birth, though he was born in a humble 

stable, the wise men came in search of “One who has been born King of the Jews.” Matthew 2:2   

Mary was told by the Angel Gabriel that her child, 

“will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the 

throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His 

kingdom will have no end.”  Luke 1: 32-33 

As Jesus grew and began His earthly ministry, the people were amazed that He spoke with 

authority (although He was not a Pharisee or one of the Jewish leaders.) 

“He was teaching them on the Sabbath; and they were amazed at His teaching, for His 

message was with authority.”  After rebuking a demon and commanding the unclean spirits 

to come out, “amazement came upon them all, and they began talking with one another 

saying, ‘What is this message?  For with authority and power He commands the unclean 

spirits and they come out.”  Luke 4:31b-32, 36 

The crowds were following Him, and asking Him to stay.   

“But He said to them, “I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for I was 

sent for this purpose.”  Luke 4:43 

The week prior to His arrest and the events leading to His crucifixion, Jesus rode into Jerusalem 

and the people wanted to make Him their king.  The large crowd, 

“took branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, “Hosanna!  

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord, even the King of Israel.”  John 12:13 

There are far too many references to the kingdom in the gospels for us to look at all of them.  

The Gospel of Matthew uses the word kingdom 55 times.  The Gospel of John tells us that 

“unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” John 3:5 

Jesus had an interesting dialog with Pilate before Pilate ordered Him to be crucified. 

“Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom were of this world, then 

My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, 

My kingdom is not of this realm.’  Therefore Pilate said to Him, ‘So You are a King?’  Jesus 
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answered, ‘You say correctly that I am a king.  For this I have been born, and for this I have 

come into the world, to testify to the truth.  Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 

John 18:36-37 

Jesus will return to sit on the throne in Jerusalem as King. 

Jesus knew He destined to be the king of Israel.  He knew He was the heir of the throne of 

David.  Both He and the prophets spoke of a future day when King Jesus would rule over the 

whole earth.  When He came 2000 years ago, Jesus fulfilled many prophecies with signs and 

wonders that proved He was the Messiah.  But the many prophecies about His future reign are 

yet to be fulfilled. 

Read Revelation 1:4-8  

1. Who will Jesus rule over? (v. 5) ______________________________________________ 

2. How did Jesus release or free His loved ones from their sins? (v.5) __________________ 

3. By releasing His loved ones, what would He make? (v.6) __________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Who will see Him return to earth? (v.7) _______________________________________ 

5. Who will mourn over Him when He descends with the clouds? (v.7) _________________ 

6. What name does Jesus identify with? (v.8) _____________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Revelation 1:12-18  

John wrote the Book of Revelation, to tell about the things God had shown him in visions when he 

was in exile on the Isle of Patmos.  He said that they were “things which must soon take place”.   

1. Describe the details from John’s vision about Jesus’s appearance when He returns. 

a. His head and hair ___________________________________________________ 

b. His eyes ___________________________________________________________ 

c. His feet ___________________________________________________________ 

d. His voice___________________________________________________________ 

e. His mouth_________________________________________________________ 
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f. His face___________________________________________________________ 

2. What two keys does our King have? (v.18) ___________________________________ 

3. What is He clothed in? (v.13) ________________________________________________ 

Jesus will be coming back not as the suffering Savior that we see carrying the cross to 

Calvary.  He has already overcome death when He rose from the grave, and He now 

holds the keys of death and Hades (hell). 

Read Revelation 19:1-16  

John begins by telling us that he “heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven.” The loud 

voices were praising and worshipping God because He had “judged the great harlot who was 

corrupting the earth, and He has avenged the blood of His bondservants.”  These verses help us 

understand that Jesus is going to be different when He comes back.  He is not the humble and 

meek Jesus who came to suffer and die for us.   In His second appearance, He will reveal His 

power and authority to judge and rule over the nations, and He will avenge those who were 

persecuted and who have given their lives for His Name.  We will see Him in His glory! 

1. (v.11) And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse and He who sat on it is 

called, _______________________________ and ___________________________, and 

in righteousness He ________________________and ___________________________. 

2.  (v.15) From His ________________ comes a sharp ______________ so that with it He 

may __________________________ the nations, and He will ________________ them 

with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the ___________________________ 

of God, the Almighty.   

When Jesus returns, He will be a Mighty Warrior.  He will rule the Nations. And He will restore 

justice and righteousness to the earth. 

The Old Testament Prophets had much to say about Jesus the Warrior King. We’ll look at just a 

few of the many prophecies. 

 

Read Zephaniah 3:11-18 

The prophet Zephaniah gives us a picture of the Lord as a victorious warrior (v.17).  He is 

speaking to His beloved Israel and letting them know that a day will come when they will once 
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again “take refuge in the name of the Lord.” And they will shout for joy, and shout in triumph!  

The King of Israel will Himself be in their midst, and they will fear disaster no more. 

 

And Jesus will deal with the nations who oppressed Israel, and he will come to the aid of His 

people. 

(v.19) I will save the ________________and gather the _________________ and I will turn their 

shame into _____________________ and ____________________________ in all the earth. 

 

Read Joel 3:9-17 

1. (v.12) Where will Jesus sit to judge the nations? ________________________________ 

2. (16) What occurs when the Lord roars and utters His voice from Jerusalem? __________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.17) Where will the Lord dwell? ____________________________________________ 

4. (V.16) What will the Lord be for His people? ___________________________________ 

 

Read Jeremiah 31:5-14 

In this passage, we are given a glimpse into what the King is planning to do when He reigns 

from David’s throne. 

1.  (v.5) Where will he begin to plant vineyards? __________________________________ 

2. (v.6) Who will the watchmen from the hills of Ephraim go up to Zion to see? __________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.8) Where will the people be gathered from back to Israel? ______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.13) What will replace the people’s mourning? ________________________________ 

5. (v.14) What will satisfy the people? ___________________________________________ 
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Jesus will one day be ruling as the heir to the throne of David.  He will come back to restore Israel 

and the whole earth back to the original state, before the curse.  It will be a glorious Kingdom!   

 

The principles Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount were meant to be obeyed back then 

and obeyed by us today.  When you and I obey His commands now, we are participating in a 

kingdom that is yet to come.  One day, according to Scripture, all that has been spoken will be 

fulfilled completely. 

“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and 

ever.  Amen.”  1Timothy 1:17 

 

Key to the Kingdom:   

Jesus was born to be King! 

 

Discussion: 

• In what way did Jesus act like a king when He was here on earth? 

• How do the prophets help our understanding of Jesus as the coming King? 
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Week Six – The Kingdom of God 

Day Three: We are Chosen to be a Kingdom of Priests 

 

God told Moses to tell the sons of Israel, “If you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 

covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 

and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  Exodus 19:5-6 

God intended for his people to be a kingdom of priests.  But the sons of Israel did not live in 

obedience according to the Law, and they fell immediately into a lifestyle of idolatry that was 

much like the surrounding nations.  They loved the world around them (which God considered 

an act of adultery) and they turned against God.  The people were not faithful, but God is always 

faithful to keep His promises.  He remembered His covenant with Abraham.   Through the 

prophets, God promised to send His people a Savior who would rescue them from their sins. 

“But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; 

the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed…. By 

His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear their 

iniquities.”  Isaiah 53:5,11b 

If the Israelites were going to be a kingdom of priests, they would need to be made holy.  If the 

people would repent and turn back to God, He offered them a plan of salvation from sin.  The 

eternal plan was for anyone who would place their faith in His Son. 

Part One of God’s Plan: New Birth through the Shed Blood at the Crucifixion 

The first part of His plan was to save His people, those whom He had chosen, from their sin by 

giving them new spiritual birth.  God made it known through the prophets that sin had 

separated them from Him and damaged their relationship. They needed to be cleansed with His 

holy blood, because only pure sinless blood shed would pay the penalty and be the propitiation 

for our sin.  They needed to be born again of the Spirit – not of corrupt flesh. 

“…without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”  Hebrews 9:22 

“Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he 

cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  John 3:5-6 

Part Two of God’s Plan: Sanctifying Work of the Holy Spirit 

The second part of His ultimate plan was to fill them with His Holy Spirit so that they could 

become His holy people.  The Holy Spirit would give them the power to resist temptation and to 

walk in obedience and righteousness, making them a holy people. 



103 
 

“But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, 

the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you…when He, the Spirit of 

truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own 

initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to 

come.” John 16:7, 13 

“Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the 

heavenly.  Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 

God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable….For this perishable (us) must put 

on the imperishable (resurrected bodies full of the Holy Spirit), and this mortal must put 

on immortality.” 1 Corinthians 15:49-50 

The Holy Spirit has come to sanctify us, guiding us into holiness, as we cooperate with Him by 

being willing to deny our flesh and walk by faith.  You and I are gradually being transformed 

into the holy image of Jesus. 

“For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect 

it until the day of Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 1:6 

Part Three of God’s Plan: His People Bear the Fruit of Righteousness – a Holy Nation 

God the Father gave us the Holy Spirit as a gift to teach us how to walk in the Spirit, and not in 

the flesh.  The Scriptures tell us that we now must respond in obedience.  We must choose to 

walk in the light.  We must give up darkness and turn from it completely.  God’s holy people 

must stay close to Him, because He provides us with the nourishment we need, through His 

Word and through our prayer life with Him.  The evidence of God’s supernatural sanctifying 

work is that you and I will bear fruit.  Our life choices, our attitudes, our words and our good 

works will be the fruit of righteousness that the world will see and will give glory to God.  We 

will be His holy nation. 

Read John 15:1-8 

1. Jesus said that He is the Vine, and we are the __________________________________. 

2. (v.2) What happens to the branches that do not bear fruit? _______________________. 

3. (v.2) What happens to the branches that do bear fruit? __________________________. 

4. (v.5) How do the branches bear fruit? ________________________________________. 

Read 1 Peter 2:9-10 

(v.9) But you are a __________________________, a ________________________________, a 

____________________________, a people for God’s own ___________________, so that you 
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may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you __________ of darkness ___________ 

His marvelous ____________________. 

Read 1 Peter 1:15-16 

What is the Lord’s purpose for His redeemed people? __________________________________ 

Read 1 John 3:2-8 

According to John, everyone who has the hope of seeing Jesus and being like Him will do what? 

(v.3)__________________________________________________________________________ 

God has always had a plan that includes Jesus reigning on the throne of His father David in 

Jerusalem, with His kingdom of priests – His redeemed ones.  That is the good news of the Gospel! 

Read Isaiah 61:1-11 

This passage in Isaiah describes a future day when the Spirit of the Lord will anoint God’s 

Servant, the Messiah, to bring good news.  The broken hearts will be mended, and those held 

captive to sin will be set free.  God will avenge those who have been persecuted for His Name, 

and He will comfort those who mourn.  The oil of gladness and a mantle of praise will be given 

to them instead.   

In light of the current age and the trouble around the world, what could be better news?   

This passage is read by Jesus in a synagogue (Luke 4) and Jesus declared that He was the one 

that the passage was referring to.   

1. (v.4) What will be rebuilt after a time of devastation? ____________________________ 

2. (v.6) What other names will His people be called? _______________________________ 

and ____________________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.7) What will they have instead of shame and humiliation? ______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. (v.10) I will rejoice greatly in the Lord, my soul will exult in my God; For He has clothed 

me with garments of _________________________________, He has wrapped me with 

a _____________________ of ____________________________. 

5. (v.11) For as the ______________ brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes the 

things __________________ in it to _________________ up, so the Lord God will cause 
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_________________________ and ______________________ to spring up before all 

the _____________________. 

Birth Pangs 

The Scriptures warn us that before Jesus returns the whole earth will go through a tribulation 

period.  The land of Israel will be devastated by both the surrounding nations and the 

catastrophes that the prophets warned us about in Scripture because of disobedience.  Jesus 

described it this way. 

“Then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of 

the world until now, nor ever will.”  Matthew 24:21 

Jesus also said there will be “wars and rumors of wars…famines, earthquakes…. lawlessness will 

increase, and most people’s love will grow cold…..But all these things are merely the beginning 

of birth pangs.” Matthew 24:6a, 8, 12 

And right after this awful time of tribulation and devastation, the Lord will return. 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, the moon will 

not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will 

be shaken.  And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the 

tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 

the sky with power and great glory.” Matthew 24:29-30 

At some point we know that we will meet the Lord in the air and be with Him from that point 

on.  We call this the Rapture of the Church.  There are a variety of theories on when that will 

happen – before the tribulation, during or afterward.  But, putting the timing of the Rapture 

aside for the moment, whenever Jesus comes back, it is clear that He will bring His holy ones 

with Him. (1 Thess. 4:14-18) 

In the previous passage in Matthew, Jesus said “all these things are merely the beginning of 

birth pangs.”  Matthew 24:8   What did Jesus mean when He called the tribulation period “birth 

pangs”?   

If you have ever given birth to a baby, you will understand how awful the birth pangs can be.  

They start off fairly mild, but as the birth of the baby gets closer, the contractions get stronger 

and closer together.  These contractions are necessary in order to prepare the birth canal for 

the baby to come out.  Just before the birth of the baby, the pains are quite severe.  Any 

mother will tell you that even though the birth pangs were hard to endure, she would go 

through that pain again in a heartbeat, because the exceedingly great joy of holding the baby in 

her arms is worth it all. 
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Jesus calls the tribulation period “birth pangs”, because everything that happens then, even the 

worst catastrophes, will soon be forgotten once Jesus returns to earth with His holy people.  

The righteous kingdom of God will restore all things and renew all things on the earth.  It will be 

an amazing time to be alive, with resurrected bodies, on the earth after the curse has been 

broken.  No more death, no more crying, no more pain! 

Keys to the Kingdom 

As we end our study, I pray you have been encouraged and strengthened in your inner man, 

through your study of God’s Word.  I also pray that you will continue to grow in your knowledge 

of your Savior and your King, and that you will be one of the wise virgins who is ready with a 

lamp filled with oil when He returns.   

The Sermon on the Mount tells us how to live while we are here in our mortal bodies, and also 

tells us to prepare for the day when we put on immortality.  He tells us that not everyone that calls 

Jesus “Lord” will enter the kingdom.  It is only those who DO the will of the Father.  You and I 

would be wise to listen and follow His instructions. The keys to the kingdom are just some of the 

wise counsel found in this amazing Sermon.  May you ask, seek, and knock, and may the Door 

(Gate) be opened to you.  And may you go in and find joy and shalom in the Presence of Your King. 

 

“He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming quickly.”  Amen.  Come, Lord 

Jesus.”  Revelation 22:20 

“And He said, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 

God, but to the rest it is in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they 

may not understand.”  Luke 8:10 

“For the Lord Most High is to be feared, a great King over all the earth.”  Psalms 47:2 

 

Key to the Kingdom:   

The Lord Jesus will in the future reign over all the earth as King! 

 

Discussion: 

• Has this study of the kingdom changed your thinking about the future reign of Jesus?  If 

so, how? 

• Has the church (in your experience) put more emphasis on the birth pangs or the return 

of the King? 

• How will this study of the Keys to the Kingdom influence you? 


