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As we headed for Tokyo for a Family Forum Japan board meeting last Thursday,  Katie’s earthquake 
app was beeping every 5 minutes. It turned out Japan’s northern island of Hokkaido had been hit 
with an M6.7 earthquake, followed by scores of aftershocks. Since this is over 600 miles away we 
weren't affected, but to date there have been 44 deaths and 660 injured in a powerful “vertical 
shock" type earthquake. Koji Kaneko, our FFJ radio guy was in an apartment near the epicenter, but 
thankfully wasn’t injured. The entire island (about the size of Indiana) lost power and water, public 
transportation halted, and mountainous areas suffered widespread mudslides. Four days later 
power and water have been mostly restored , but repairing infrastructure damage will take much 
longer. 
 
The earthquake came on the heels of a likewise powerful typhoon which flooded Osaka Airport and 
much of that city. Earlier in the summer Hiroshima, Okayama, and other parts of West Japan were 
hit with severe flooding which left hundreds dead. This has been a summer of ongoing natural 
disasters and we can’t help but wonder what God is doing in Japan. Please continue pray for the 
affected areas and the Christians engaged in relief work.  
 
Earthquakes, floods, and typhoons hit suddenly when people aren’t prepared. In the same way we 
have not felt prepared for the onslaught of busyness in returning to normal life and ministry here. 
During my FFJ meeting last Thursday, Katie was visiting a young friend from northern California 
recovering from brain cancer surgery. The after effects are severe, and as her father just arrived 
from California,  Katie is traveling to Tokyo again tomorrow. Last Wednesday was Katie’s first Bible 
study at ISAK (our nearby international high school), with five girls attending. I also had my first 
appointment with a urologist in a nearby hospital and was relieved at my 0.01 PSA count. My 
“functions” are slowly improving and I was able to make it through my Karuizawa International 
Fellowship message Sunday night with a minimum of disruption. We were pleased to welcome two 
new Christian girls from southern India who attend ISAK. 
 
The focus of our ministry is gradually sharpening. Katie will be devoting significant time to 
discipling the ISAK Bible study kids, while my writing and Director’s responsibilities at FFJ will 
demand most of my schedule. We will also be helping out at Shinshu Community Church in 
neighboring Miyota, and at our former church plant in Iiyama. Please pray that all we do will be 
fruitful for God’s Kingdom and bring glory to Him. Please also pray God would supply the approx. 
$7,000 income shortfall this month for FFJ as we hive off our popular radio broadcast as an 
independent ministry.  
 
Our major family news since our last update is that Amos passed his driving test on his first attempt 
and is now the proud owner of a Japanese driver’s license! We have 3 birthdays this week: 
Caroline’s husband Selo on September 11, and on September 12 our granddaughter Lucy is turning 
1, and our daughter Caroline will be 26. Levi has recovered well since his surgery and is planning to 
run in a 50km trail run in 2 weeks. We appreciate your prayers and concern for our family along 
with our ministry.   

Thank you again for your support and prayers, 
Tim, for us both 
 
 
Katie’s email:  colesinjapan@gmail.com    Tim’s email:  ffjtcole@gmail.com 
website:  www.colesinjapan.org  
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Tim’s cell phone:  81-90-1867-1413 (email or FB messenger also work well) 
Katie’s cell phone: 81-90-8326-2556 (android users can use 415-968-2629 for texting) 
*mailing address:  1197 Karuizawa-machi, Kita Saku-gun, Nagano-ken, Japan 389-0102 
 
Financial support may be sent via: https://team.org/givenow/us/add-donation?v2glid=94615 or by 
sending a check to TEAM, PO Box 1986, Grapevine, TX 76099-1986,  
with a note that it’s for the ministry of Tim & Katie Cole in Japan.   
Thank you for partnering with us. 
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