
Bonjour Nos Amis! Comment ça va aujourd’hui? No, we haven’t changed ministry areas since our 
last letter. But we did spend the major part of Saturday with wine growers from southern France, 
parents of Marie, who has been one of the most faithful members of Katie's Bible Study this year. 
Marie is a prime candidate for becoming one of the leaders next year and her parents wanted to be 
sure meet Katie and me when they came to visit their daughter during Spring break.  
 
This is just the first of lots of news so find a comfortable chair while you read the rest. 
 
~ Last Friday I was in Yokohama for this month’s FFJ Staff Meeting when our landlord’s wife 
popped her head in the door. She wanted to let me know they're considering selling the building. 
You may recall us asking for prayer for how to discuss FFJ's plan to move the office with our 
landlord. God answered that prayer! Now please pray the Lord would lead us to His choice for the 
new location and provide the approx. $5,000 needed for the move. 
 
~ Also on Friday, I received news of having been accepted into Stanford University Med Center’s 
Neuromuscular Department for a more specialized evaluation of my condition and hopefully more 
effective treatment options. We're hoping I'll be able to go in Mid-May. Earlier, my 9-month 
prostate cancer check-up came out well, so we are very thankful.   
 
~ Thursday I completed editing the corrected version of my book “Ten Letters from a 
Father,” about romance and dating for teens and young adults. God has already provided funds so it 
just needs the final proofing and layout design before heading to the printer. Praise! 
 
~ Wednesday night’s Bible Study was attended by just 4 because Spring break was starting. Those 
who attended were very much engaged in Katie’s topic “Finding God’s Will for your Life.” These 
kids are like sponges when it comes to God’s Word. There’s no study this week, but Katie is 
planning an event for those staying on campus during spring break. 
 
~ Last Sunday I led a teen seminar on “What the Bible Teaches About Sex.” Only 8 local kids 
attended, but groups of teens gathered in Osaka, Nagoya, and elsewhere to watch it on Facebook 
Live, and there was a great response to the content. This was my first attempt at using the internet 
to offer a live seminar to a broader audience, and we were quite pleased with the results. 
 
~ Please pray for our relationship with our “ice cream friends," the Sekis, who moved their ice 
cream shop to Karuizawa from near where we lived in Nakano. We had a good evening with them 
over dinner in our home recently. At this point they are making new friends here and the door is 
open for future interaction with them. 
 
In closing, we mentioned in our last letter that many of the elderly Tohoku tsunami survivors are 
dying of loneliness. What we didn’t mention was that Katie baked several hundred cookies to help 
with the distribution by our missionary friends to tsunami survivors on the 8th anniversary. The 
cookies help open doors to reconnect with folks during this emotionally difficult time. On their list 
was an elderly woman named Mrs. Suzuki with whom they’d interacted a lot right after the 
tsunami. When Mrs. Suzuki didn’t answer the door, they left cookies and a note in the mailbox, only 
to learn soon after that her concerned daughter had discovered her dead. The daughter hadn’t 
eaten anything and said the cookies sustained her and brought her to our missionary friends so 
they could minister to the family in their time of need - a reminder of how the “loaves and fishes” 
we bring to Jesus never go to waste! 
 
May your efforts this week also bear much fruit for God’s Kingdom. 



in Him,  
Tim (& Katie) 
 

 
Katie with the Sekis and 3 of our international student friends at the ice cream shop. 
 
 
Katie’s email:  colesinjapan@gmail.com    Tim’s email:  ffjtcole@gmail.com 
website:  www.colesinjapan.org  
Tim’s cell phone:  81-90-1867-1413 (email or FB messenger also work well) 
Katie’s cell phone: 81-90-8326-2556 (android users can use 415-968-2629 for texting) 
*mailing address:  1197 Karuizawa-machi, Kita Saku-gun, Nagano-ken, Japan 389-0102 
 
Financial support may be sent via: https://team.org/givenow/us/add-
donation?v2glid=94615 or by sending a check to TEAM, PO Box 1986, Grapevine, TX 76099-

1986,  
with a note that it’s for the ministry of Tim & Katie Cole in Japan.   
Thank you for partnering with us. 
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