
Today is the birthday of Japan’s new Emperor - the first time for February 23 to be a national holiday in 
Japan. Usually there would be crowds of people in Karuizawa for the long weekend. Instead, it's like a 
ghost town due to the lack of the usual hoard of Chinese visitors, and very few Japanese out traveling. 
COVID-19 is affecting all of us. We’re thankful that we made it to Thailand and back without any snags. 
We wore masks and used gloves to clean our airplane seats and it was obvious that Chinese guests 
weren’t out in the area south of Bangkok where we had mission meetings.  
 
Our four days of meetings were full - great worship, good messages, interesting workshops, lots of 
interaction with old and new friends. There were about 240 adults from 17 countries (52 from Japan) 
and it was amazing to gather with fellow workers from the Asia Pacific region. Did I mention that the 
food was good?! On our last day we were guided around Bangkok by the mother of our Thai Bible study 
student we mentioned two weeks ago. At the end of the day we got to see her home and spend the 
evening with the family - a first to be inside a Thai home. 
 
While we’re very thankful for that interaction,  we’d like to ask for your prayer covering for another 
situation involving one of our Bible study students and her (Christian) parents. Through an unintentional 
mistake they learned their daughter is in a relationship with a Muslim boy and are understandably very 
upset. That we guard the privacy of the Bible study students is basic to their trust in us, and the student 
is understandably upset with us. Please pray God’s will would prevail in her life, the problem can be 
resolved, and that it won’t lead to issues with the school administration or other Bible study students. 
Our hearts have been heavy this evening as we’ve tried to figure out what to do. 
 
This week we won’t be traveling anywhere! On Wednesday I’ll meet with my surgeon to set a date to 
remove the plate and screws in my wrist. I’ll have Bible study with the international students that 
evening and Saturday we’re planning an outreach for them - a game time away from school we're 
hoping most of the students will be able to attend and bring friends. Tim will do a video marriage 
seminar on Monday night and will continue his writing work from home. 
 
We appreciate your prayers for our activities and health and have been praying for you as well. God is 
the Great Healer and knows about this virus that is spreading across the globe.  
 
leaning on Jesus, 
Katie (& Tim) 
 
Katie’s email:  colesinjapan@gmail.com    Tim’s email:  ffjtcole@gmail.com 
Tim’s cell phone:  +81 90-1867-1413 (email or FB messenger also work well) 
Katie’s cell phone: +81-90-8326-2556 (iPhone), +1(415) 528-3736 also works for texting 
*mailing address:  1197 Karuizawa-machi, Kita Saku-gun, Nagano-ken, Japan 389-0102 
 
Financial support may be sent via: https://team.org/givenow/us/add-
donation?v2glid=94615 or by sending a check to TEAM, PO Box 1986, Grapevine, TX 76099-

1986,  
with a note that it’s for the ministry of Tim & Katie Cole in Japan.   
Thank you for partnering with us. 
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