
 

Elder Candidate Profile 

I am a member of Oakwood Community Church and 

have read and agree with the Church Constitution 

Jim Bongiorno 

724 Tanview 

Oxford, MI 48371 

Email: jimbo41972@gmail.com 

Birthdate: 04-06-1954 

Marital Status: Married 

X 

How long have you walked with the Lord?  Since Fall 1976 

Have you been baptized by immersion?  Yes 

 

What areas of ministries at Oakwood Community Church have you 

served in?          

Elder, SONshine Park, Sunday School, Small Group Leader 

Briefly give your testimony:  

An invitation to go to church on a Friday night in 1976 changed 

my life forever. I saw people truly worshiping God from their 

hearts and obviously had a relationship with Him. That night  

triggered 3 months of questioning and investigation. At the end of 

that time I made a decision for Christ to come into my life and 

never looked back.  

Describe your devotion/prayer life: 

My devotional time has increased since retirement and I find time 

to spend reading the Word and praying every day. Prayer has  

become more important for me over the past few years and is a 

necessary part of my daily walk.   

Please list any Christian Education, Workshops, Seminars, Counseling 

Classes, Retreats or Training Classes that you have attended:   

No formal training, many Bible Studies on my own over the years 

Is there anything else that you would like to tell us?  Perhaps you 

would like to discuss a circumstance in your life that equipped you to 

minister to others?  

My life has taken me down many paths, all of which shaped me to be 

who I am today. I feel like I can identify with almost anyone and find 

connections with them because of this time-based experience. 
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What pastors, teachers, or books have influenced your Christian walk?   

Leonard Gardner (Zion Evangelistic Temple), J. Vernon McGee,  

John MaCarthur, Philip Yancey “What’s So Amazing About Grace”, and 

Richard Stearns “The Hole In Our Gospel” (Both had a huge impact on 

my life) 

Please underline your spiritual gifts according to Romans 12:6-8,  

1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11, 1 Peter 4:9-10 

• Encouragement  • Giving  • Leadership  • Mercy  • Wisdom  

• Knowledge  • Faith  • Healing  • Miracles  • Prophecy • Discernment  

• Tongues  • Interpretation  • Apostle  • Teacher  • Helps  

• Administration  • Evangelism  • Shepherding  • Hospitality 



 

Elder Candidate Profile 

I am a member of Oakwood Community Church and 

have read and agree with the Church Constitution 

Ronald “Bruce” Parris 

1295 W. Oakwood Road 

Oxford, MI 48371 

Email: parrisrb5@gmail.com 

Birthdate: 07-09-1960 

Marital Status: Married 

X 

How long have you walked with the Lord?  27 Years 

Have you been baptized by immersion?  Yes 

What areas of ministries at Oakwood Community Church have you 

served in?          

Children’s Church (Sunday School), Awana, SONshine Park, 

Youth Group, Men’s Bible Studies, Usher, Communion, Clean 

Team, Video-Tech Team, Deacon Board, Events Team  

Briefly give your testimony:  

I accepted Christ when I was sixteen, after the death of my brother. I 

needed to take care of my own salvation. Grief has a way of bringing 

you to Christ. It took another 16 years before I gave my life to Christ. 

I had salvation, but no relationship. My life was coming apart when I 

walked through the doors of Oakwood in November 1991, but at the 

time I had no idea my world was coming apart. I just knew I needed 

help. I game my life to Jesus on December, 5, 1992. I felt the love of 

Christ the first time I came through the doors at Oakwood, and for 

the first time I felt welcomed at a church. I have been coming to here 

ever since. I consider OCC my church home for me and my family. I 

am extremely blessed by the people that I have met at Oakwood over 

the years, Pastor Bob baptized me and my daughter Danyelle, and 

later my wife Sherene. PB also married Sherene and I.  

Please list any Christian Education, Workshops, Seminars, Counseling 

Classes, Retreats or Training Classes that you have attended:   

Biblical Studies class at Rochester College, Promise Keepers, Love and 

Respect, A Weekend to Remember, Financial Peace 

Is there anything else that you would like to tell us?  

My personal testimony is overcoming the life I had chosen for myself, 

and surrendering to the life Christ has given me. The life I have today is 

filled with godly people that God has placed in my life. Mrs Service 

once told me, “Bruce, God brought you to Oakwood because He knew 

what was going to happen to you.” My world fell apart in 1992, and I 

hung onto Jesus with everything I had. I learned to pray continually. I 

would say the Lord’s Prayer over and over, because back then, that was 

the only piece of scripture I knew. Today, God has given me so much. 

John 10:10 says Jesus came to give life and life more abundant.  

Ephesians 3:20 says God can and will do more than I asked for or imagine. 

Ask Big, imagine Big, dream Big, with God all things are possible.  
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Describe your devotion/prayer life: 

I pray and read scripture daily. I walk around with my digital Bible. No 

excuse not to read it. Plus I have people (Doug) sending me scripture 

everyday. I try to spend time each morning doing a devotional and praying. 

My wife and I pray together daily. We also read devotionals together, 

mostly on the weekends. I have a prayer partner at work. A few co-workers 

and I started a men’s Bible study back in 1992 after a Promise Keeper’s 

Conference, and it’s still going on today. We meet every Thursday at 

lunch. (It’s all Jesus)  

What pastors, teachers, or books have influenced your Christian walk?   

Pastor’s Dominic Russo, Jeff Totten, Barry Ruff, Matt Johnson 

Authors: Max Lucado, James Dobson, John Eldridge, Francis Chan, 

Bruce Wilkerson, John Piper, John Ortberg, Joyce Meyers, Joel Osteen 

Please underline your spiritual gifts according to Romans 12:6-8,  

1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11, 1 Peter 4:9-10 

• Encouragement  • Giving  • Leadership  • Mercy  • Wisdom  

• Knowledge  • Faith  • Healing  • Miracles  • Prophecy • Discernment  

• Tongues  • Interpretation  • Apostle  • Teacher  • Helps  

• Administration  • Evangelism  • Shepherding  • Hospitality 


