
 

5791 Oakwood Road, Ortonville, MI 48462 

Phone:  (248) 628-6388   Email:  office@oakwoodcc.org 

Office Hours:  Tuesday-Friday, 9:00am-5:00pm 

November 2019 

WE ARE GROWING A GREAT FAMILY...GROUNDED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY GRACE AND GOING IN LOVE 

Christmas at Oakwood is my favorite 

time of the year!  We get to celebrate 

the greatest gift ever given in the history 

of the world.  Plus…we get to celebrate 

this together.  This year our Christmas 

series is called, “Advent…ually”.  We are 

going to take the four weeks before 

Christmas, traditionally called, “Advent” 

to focus on the hope, love, joy and 

peace we have because of Jesus. 

What is Advent?  Advent means 'Coming' 

in Latin. Christmas is the coming of 

Jesus into the world. Christians use the 

four Sundays and weeks of Advent to 

prepare and remember the true 

meaning of Christmas. 

Why Advent?  There are three 

meanings of 'coming' that Christians 

describe in Advent. The first, and most 

thought of, happened about 2000 

years ago when Jesus came into the 

world as a baby to live as a man and 

die for us. The second can happen now 

as Jesus wants to come into our lives. 

And the third will happen in the future 

when Jesus comes back to the world 

as King and Judge, not a baby. 

Your pastoral team will share the 

Sunday speaking duties for this series.  

We will also be blessed with a 

children’s Christmas program on the 

final Sunday.  Here is the schedule for 

our “Advent…ually” series: 

• December 1st – Hope  

• December 8th – Love  

• December 15th – Joy  

• December 22nd – Children’s 

Christmas Program (9am & 11am) 

• December 24th – Christmas Eve 

Candlelight – Peace (4pm & 6pm) 

Bring someone with you each Sunday, 

as we celebrate with beautiful Christmas 

music and our “Advent…ually” message 

series.  Don’t forget to get free tickets 

for the Christmas Eve Candlelight 

service for your family and someone 

else you would like to reach with the 

message of Jesus.  May the message of 

Christmas be heard clearly and may 

hearts be changed for God’s glory!  

➢ Women’s Christmas Brunch       

 Saturday, December 7th 10am 

➢ Band of Brothers Men’s Ministry 

 Saturday, December 7th 10am 

➢ Jesus’ Birthday Party 

 Saturday, December 14th 2pm 

➢ Christmas Eve Services 4pm & 6pm 

 FREE Tickets Available on  

 Sunday, December 1st 



Holiday Happenings  

Saturday, December 14th 2:00pm 

Come and join us in a birthday celebration for 

Jesus! This is a FREE event for children ages 3 

years old through 5th grade. There will be crafts, 

games, Bible lessons, birthday cake and more! 

We are also in need of people to serve at this 

event. If you are interested in serving or to sign 

your children up, stop by the Oak on Sunday 

mornings located in the lobby.  

Sunday, December 22nd 

Our annual Oakwood Cares offering is an 

opportunity to make a year-end donation to our 

effort to provide tangible love and care in our 

community. Your contributions to Oakwood Cares 

have helped make Oakwood Community Church a 

place that cares for people. Many needs have 

been met and lives have been impacted for God’s 

glory and we are grateful to you for helping to 

support this wonderful effort. Your donation is 

extremely important because it offers immediate 

resources to care for people. Prayerfully consider 

the amount you want to donate so we can 

continue to fund this ministry and help families 

in need. You can also donate online during the 

month of December using the Oakwood Cares 

drop down box. 

Tuesday, November 26th 6:00pm 

Join us for a special time of fellowship for our 

Oakwood family as we share stories of God’s 

faithfulness, pray together and enjoy delicious 

desserts! This is an opportunity for people to 

gather and share stories of God’s work in their 

lives. There will not be childcare available, but 

families are welcome to attend together. Bring a 

pie or other dessert, if you are able.  

Saturday, December 7th 10:00am 

Come to our One Heart BRUNCH and celebrate 

Christmas with girl friends! Enjoy a scrumptious 

brunch buffet, an irresistible hot cocoa bar, teens 

perform "Believe", music, a message from 

Marlene Lawson and lots of laughter. We are 

excited to have Marlene back again as our guest 

speaker! Oakwood's outreach ministry this year is 

House of Providence. The Women's Ministry will 

be collecting Christmas lights and decorations for 

their new home. If you would like to help, 

purchase an item from the House of Providence 

registry at Target or bring a cash donation to the 

brunch. This fabulous event is free, however 

reservations are required. Stop at the cafe  

on Sunday mornings or contact Melisa 

oneheart@oakwoodcc.org or 248-515-9027. 

Sunday, December 15th 

We are excited to adopt the girls at House of 

Providence (HOP) for Christmas and to share the 

love of Jesus with them. HOP cares for girls in 

foster care that come from what they call ‘hard 

places’. They each have a different story, but 

they each respond to the love, care, support and 

Christian teaching they receive at HOP.    

Giving tree gifts and tags are due back by 

Sunday, December 15th, when we will wrap 

them after each service. There will be a specific 

wrapping paper for each girl. 

Thank you, Oakwood Family. Your generosity and 

care are evident as you share God’s love! 

Sunday, December 15th 2:00pm 

We are excited about all of the things that have 

been happening in our Student Ministry over the 

last several months! God continues to be faithful 

in our ministry to students between 6 - 12th 

grade. We have plenty of events happening over 

the winter months! On Sunday, December 15th, 

we have our Christmas party. We will spend the 

evening playing games, decorating sugar 

cookies, exchanging white elephant gifts, and 

learning about the true meaning of Christmas. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for students to 

invite friends and get plugged into the ministry. 

Our students are also heading to winter camp in 

January! For many of them, Camp Barakel is like 

a second home. Please pray that our students 

are challenged to grow in their faith, and 

relationships will strengthen. We meet regularly 

on Sunday evenings from 6 - 8pm.  For 

questions about these events or any other 

Student Ministry related questions email Pastor 

Ben  ben@oakwoodcc.org  

Saturday, December 14th 4:45pm 
Our College Ministry is off to a fantastic start! 

We meet on Thursday evenings in the church 

from 8:00pm to 9:30pm. We are also partnering 

with our Roots ministry on December 14th to 

take a trip to the Detroit Zoo Christmas Lights! 

For more details about the college ministry or 

the zoo trip please go to our website! 

Saturday, December 7th 10:00am 

On Saturday, December 7th from 10:00am to 

12:00pm we will need 3 teams of men to put up 

Christmas lights and decorations. One team will 

be decorating the church, another team for the 

house on our newly purchased property and the 

third team will put up decorations at House of 

Providence. Sign up on Sunday, December 1st 

at the Oak located in the lobby.  

https://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=c1c31314c6d24ff2917f8f9ae5136ac3
https://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=c1c31314c6d24ff2917f8f9ae5136ac3
mailto:oneheart@oakwoodcc.org
mailto:ben@oakwoodcc.org


We recently chose a new provider 
for our church management 
system.  We are excited this new 
company will save us money, add 
new features and help us manage 
and care for the Oakwood family 
more effectively!  Here’s a quick 
look at what’s coming in 2020: 

ENHANCED GIVING OPTIONS 
Tithe.ly is the industry leader in 
providing simple, secure and 
flexible giving options for 
churches.  Options will include :   

 Mobile Giving App 

 Give Via Text Message 

 Electronic Giving Via Credit 
Cards, Debit Cards or Bank 
Account Transfers (ACH) 

 

BRAND NEW CHURCH APP  
Oakwood will have a dedicated 
church app for both Apple and 
Google devices!  This will become 
a central hub for our church 
family, with features like messages  
& notes, event registration, giving, 
a newsfeed, push notifications, 
prayer wall & more! 

UPDATED WEBSITE DESIGN 
Our website is currently getting 
redesigned to be more engaging 
and user-friendly. We hope to 
launch it (along with the church 
app) at the beginning of 2020.   

COMMUNICATION UPDATES 
Our new database will allow for a 
host of new features, including 
better email & text messaging, 
ministry team scheduling, 
individual user accounts, group/
team management and more! 

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFO! 

NEW & IMPROVED 

FOR THE NEW YEAR 

Oakwood’s new midweek Family Night truly has something for 

everyone!  The Treehouse children’s ministry launches on 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020. Children ages pre-school through 

5th grade are invited to participate in this ministry that 

encourages them to live Christ-centered lives through activities, 

games, music, Bible memorization, Bible stories and more!  In 

addition, adults will be offered options to attend…equipping 

groups with topics like marriage, raising children, spiritual 

development, etc. 

A light dinner will be served for FREE from 5:30pm to 6pm.  We 

hope that providing dinner for families will help you be involved 

without trying to figure out how to feed everybody before the 

Family Night begins.  The Treehouse ministry and adult equipping 

groups will be from 6:00pm to 7:45pm.  

For the Treehouse ministry…lessons are designed in stand alone 

7 week sessions. This first session will run from Wednesday, 

January 15th through Wednesday, February 26th.  The theme for 

our first session is, “The Incredible Race”.  A race, but not just any 

race. A race around the world that is a global scavenger hunt like 

you’ve never seen.  At the same time, it is about another race.  A 

race that began at the Garden of Eden and continues to this day.  

A race made up of all people of all time.  What race?  The human 

race.  From the time our kids arrive at, “The Incredible Race”, 

they will find fun waiting to happen!  We all begin in the Worship 

Center for a super-charged opening celebration with songs that 

will have them movin’…then the kids are off to three rotation 

stations (Verse Memory, Lesson and Games).  We all meet up 

again in the Worship Center for the energetic closing celebration. 

Reasons the new Treehouse ministry will be perfect for families: 

 Family Night: Something valuable for parents and children! 

 Dinner: You can make it here without worrying about dinner! 

 End Time: 7:45pm gets everyone home early enough to 

prepare for the next day. 

 Three (7 Week) Annual Sessions: Jan 15 – Feb 26 / April 8 – 

May 20 / Sept 9 – Oct 21. This makes it possible to serve 

and participate in manageable periods of time while avoiding  

major holidays and busy school seasons. 

 Camp Scholarship Program: Children can earn money toward 

a week at a Christian Camp. 

 Discipleship: Everyone will have an opportunity to grow in 

their relationship with Jesus! 

Volunteers can sign-up starting Sunday, December 8th. 

Registrations for children will begin on Sunday, December 29th. 

We want you here!  Get involved!! 

Family Night  

Wednesdays  

6:00pm to 7:45pm 


