
 

➢ House of Providence gifts due back 

Sunday, December 16th. Volunteers 
are needed to help wrap gifts after 
each service that day. 

➢ Accepting donations for Oakwood 

Cares all through December. Online 
giving available. 
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The movie “Home Alone” was 
listed in the Top 50 Christmas 
Movies. It’s the story of 8-year-old 
Kevin McAllister who is 
accidentally left at home when the 
family goes on Christmas vacation.  
The second time we watch it, we 
see it differently. We miss many of 
the details of the story because we 
already know what’s coming. You 
might even be tempted to fast 
forward, to when the potential 
robbers come to the house. That’s 
where the fun part begins. 
However, we can become so 
familiar with the story that we miss 
some of the best parts.  

The same can be true of the 
Biblical Christmas story if we’re not 
careful. We can bring so much 
knowledge and awareness into the 
Christmas season that we don’t 
see it with Fresh Eyes. As a result, 
we potentially miss some of the 
powerful nuances of the story. If 
we approach the Christmas story 
in a fresh way, then we will see 
new and interesting aspects of the 
story. Join us for our Christmas 
Series, “Fresh Eyes: Seeing 
Christmas in a New Light.”  

We will look at some specific 
characters in the Christmas story 
and point out some hidden gems 

and plot twists that you might not 
be as familiar. We are going to 
see some very helpful, practical 
and inspiring new insights into 
this amazing story and be 
reminded in a fresh way how 
much God loves us.  

What if you could audition for the 
role of Mary or Joseph, or the 
shepherds? What part would you 
audition for? What if you were the 
person directing the auditions, and 
had to decide who was just right 
for each part? Just for fun this 
December, we’ll sit in on a short 
“Audition” skit each Sunday before 
Christmas. We will take a peek 
“Backstage” to watch as the actors 
rehearse their lines in preparation 
for the play. As far as the re- telling 
of the Christmas story from Luke 
Chapter 2 - we’ll leave that 
important and essential reading up 
to all of you. After all, Jesus is the 
Reason for the Season! 

Bring someone with you each 
Sunday, beginning right after 
Thanksgiving, as we celebrate 
with beautiful music, Pastor 
Don’s Christmas Message Series, 
“Fresh Eyes”, and our special 
drama vignettes, “Auditions and 
Backstage”.   Let Christ be 
glorified in us this Christmas! 



For the third year we are helping 
the House of Providence (HOP) by 
purchasing Christmas Gifts for the 
girls currently in residence. For 
those of you new to Oakwood, 
HOP houses girls in foster care 
that come from what they call 
‘hard places’. They each have a 
different story, but they each 
respond to the love, care, support 
and Christian teaching they 
receive at HOP.    

The process will be similar to last 
year. The girls have submitted 
their wish lists and on Sunday,        
Dec. 2nd and the 9th, tags will be 
available in the Lobby. The front 
of the tag has the item to be 
purchased along with a suggested 
store and a control number. Sign 
up on the control sheets for the 
item number you have taken. The 
store suggestion is where the girls 
saw the item; feel free to purchase 
them wherever you wish. Bring 
the unwrapped item back no later 
than Dec. 16h, when we will be 
wrapping the gifts after each 
service. There will be one color 
wrapping paper for each girl, so it 
is easier for HOP to know which 
gift goes to whom. 

Also, on the back of each tag there 
will be a short bio about the girl 
desiring the gift. It is nice to know 
about the girl who will receive your 
gift and easier to pray for her. 

Thank you, Oakwood Family.  
Your love, caring and generosity 
are abundant as you share the 
love God has given us! 

Our annual Oakwood Cares offering will be collected on 

Sunday, December 30th. This will be an opportunity to make a 

year-end donation to our effort to provide tangible love and care 

in our community. Your contributions to Oakwood Cares have 

helped make Oakwood Community Church a place that cares 

for people. Many needs have been met and lives have been 

impacted for God’s glory and we are grateful to you for helping 

to support this wonderful effort. Your donation is extremely 

important because it offers immediate resources to care for 

people and also helps fund our “Serve on Saturday” ministry. 

Prayerfully consider the amount you want to donate so we can 

continue to fund this ministry and help families in need. You 

can also donate online during the month of December using 

the Oakwood Cares drop down box. 

Come to our One Heart BRUNCH and celebrate Christmas with 

girl friends! Enjoy a scrumptious brunch buffet, an irresistible 

hot cocoa bar, music and an inspiring message from Keli Hilli-

er. The outreach ministry this year is Crossroads for Youth. We 

would like to bless 8 young boys by filling their wish list. Please 

consider signing up to bring a specific gift or a cash contribution 

towards the purchase of one. Make your reservation in the 

lobby or on the website. This fabulous event is free, however 

reservations are required. Invite cards are available in the lobby. 

Pie, Prayer & Praise 
Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018 at 6:00pm 
• SoulFire at Pie, Prayer & Praise 
• No Childcare—attend together as a family 

Fresh Eyes Series 
Sunday, Dec. 23, 2018 
• 9:00am Service 

• 11:00am Service 

Christmas Eve Eve Service 
Sunday, Dec. 23, 2018 at 6:00pm 
• No SoulFire 

• No Childcare—attend together as a family 


