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Dear Oakwood Sisters... 

EVERY WOMAN, EVERY HEART, MORE LIKE JESUS 

So do not fear, for I am 

with you; do not be 

dismayed, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen 

you and help you; I will 

uphold you with my 

righteous right hand.   

—-Isaiah 41:10 

Scriptures that  

nourish our soul 

SOUL FOOD 

about God.  He never ceases to 

bring hope where it is most 

needed. Of course, I took some 

time to pray because maybe God 

was mistaken and there was 

someone less broken and weary 

to lead those women. But 

ultimately, I accepted the position 

and leading the One Heart Wings 

ministry has been a blessing and 

a time of healing for me. 

Once a month, between four and 

nine women join me at Grace 

Centers of Hope Women and 

Children’s Center to provide a 

“Ladies-Night-In”. To be honest, 

my job is easy because of the 

passionate women of Oakwood 

on the team. They contribute to 

the plans and share God’s love 

with servant’s hearts. I simply 

coordinate and communicate 

with them. 

We meet with the GCH women 

from 7—9 PM on a Friday night. 

We bring snacks, activities or 

crafts, and ourselves. That’s it, 

we keep it simple. Conversations 

span across the room, you can 

hear the residents who are very 

grateful for being at Grace or 

very raw from beginning the 

withdrawal process. Some giggle 

with contagious laughter, some 

cry from the brokenness they are 

experiencing, and some keep 

their guard up, not sure who they 

can trust. We love them all as 

Christ loves, without strings or 

conditions. Simply because they 

are there, we love them.  

Healing was the word for 2016. 

Through the giving of myself to 

this ministry, I’ve learned that 

God works best through the 

broken. He would rather have a 

broken and humble heart than a 

proud heart any day. God’s grace 

is sufficient for me, and it’s His 

grace that I lean on to complete 

any task he puts before me.  

The leaders at Grace Centers of 

Hope have told us that the 

women love when we come.         

I truly believe this because the 

women of Oakwood know how to 

love people for who they are, and 

not for what they have done.   

The women we serve at Grace 

can feel that. I can feel it too.  

Dana House 

Sister-in-Christ 

As 2016 came to a close, I took 

time to reminisce and one word 

dominated my memories: 

Healing.  At the beginning of the  

year, God had opened my eyes 

to some hard realities within 

myself. These were mixed with 

my exhaustion and secondary 

trauma from working four years 

in the Child Welfare system. I 

needed God to heal my heart. 

In March 2016, I was invited to a 

meeting about a potential 

ministry opportunity with the 

women at Grace Centers of Hope. 

At that time, I wanted to withdraw 

from all ministries, hide my face 

and wait for healing.  But when I 

learned more, I felt God calling 

me toward those women, broken 

by life and circumstances, getting 

help with their addictions and 

looking for healing from their hard 

pasts. After I agreed to 

participate, a new challenge 

arose. I was asked to not only 

participate in the ministry but to 

lead it.  Doesn’t God have a 

sense of humor?  He was telling 

me that hiding was not how He 

planned to heal me. I love this 

We are gathering ideas for 

activities, simple games, or easy 

craft projects for the One Heart 

Wings team to utilize when they 

host their “Ladies-Night-In” for 

the 70+ women & children at 

Grace Centers of Hope. 

Your suggestions and ideas 

would be greatly appreciated. 

You can volunteer to join the 

group for one night and direct 

your craft (or activity). OR provide 

Craft or Activity Ideas Needed for One Heart Wings 
the One Heart Wings team with 

some detailed directions and 

they will facilitate your idea. 

Other ways to help: 

 Donate a snack for 70+ 

women & children 

 Donate 70+ simple gifts (i.e. 

sample lotions, nail polish, 

razors, candies, etc.)  Check 

with Pam or Dana to 

determine if your gift is 

appropriate. 

Come to an informational  

meeting Saturday afternoon,  

February 18th, 1:00—2:30pm  

at the church.  You will learn 

more about One Heart Wings 

as well Beautiful Hope, a  

ministry that shares the  

love of Christ with lost and  

hurting women caught up  

in the sex industry. 
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Women—Moms—Singles—Teens—

Grandmothers—College Girls—

Marrieds—THIS IS FOR YOU! 
 

Our SPRING EXTRAVAGANZA will 

be a great girls night out for all 

ages.  Invite a friend (or two or 

three) and join us as we 

Spring Extravaganza on March 18th 

welcome spring with lots of 

laughter, delectable hors 

d'oeuvres, fun activities, and 

tips for taking a “leap of faith!” 

We’ll be moving around a lot 

so be comfortable and dress 

casual.  

Tickets are only $5/each 

 

Mark your calendar for 

SATURDAY, MARCH 18th 

6:30—9:30PM 

 

An Un-FROG-ettable evening  

Christmas Brunch Brought Baby Blessings! 
The One Heart Christmas 

Brunch was a blessing to all who 

attended.  The food was 

scrumptious, the games were 

fun, and the speaker was 

inspiring. 

But best of all, the donated baby 

items were a blessing for the 

moms at Grace Centers of Hope.  

Donations included: 

100 outfits, onsies & PJ’s 

A beautiful snow suit 

13 blankets 

7 hats 

30 bathing items 

12 toys 

Lots & lots of diapers & wipes  

Multiple bibs, booties, bottles, 

       pacifiers, and more Many thanks to all who donated! 

TO THE TEAM 

Cheryl Bongiorno 
bongiorno.cheryl@gmail.com 

Melisa Hall 
melisaandjason@yahoo.com 

Julie Jackson 
juljak@aol.com 
Jeannie Leech 

ejleech@gmail.com 
Fran Maddock 

fran@maddock.net 
Cheryl Nalian 

cherylnalian@sbcglobal.net 
Pam Ochoa 

ochoapam@sbcglobal.net 
Wendy Penzien 

kidzrforlife@yahoo.com 

New On Leadership Team 
We are very pleased to announce 

the addition of two women to our 

One Heart Leadership Team.  

Cheryl Nalian and Melisa Hall 

have been working behind the 

scenes, ministering to women, 

and supporting the One Heart 

Ministry at Oakwood and it’s time 

to officially bring them on board!  

Please feel free to contact any 

of the team with suggestions, 

comments, or concerns.  The 

purpose of our ONE HEART 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY is to 

accept and love women of all 

ages, to encourage and equip 

them to grow in Christ, and to 

serve in their families, church 

and community. 

If you were in church on Sunday, 

January 1st, you heard Pastor 

Don and Pastor Shane share 

about how we want to be more 

intentional about discipling our 

church family.  This includes 

every woman. 

Our One Heart Women’s 

Ministry is experiencing a time 

of transition.  Even before our 

pastors shared their vision for 

discipleship with us, our One 

Heart team had begun to sense 

God moving us from a “Program

-Centered” ministry to a People-

Centered” ministry. 

Go… and Make Disciples 

Here are some of the differences: 

Program -Centered People-Centered 

Focuses on techniques Focuses on people 

Looks for numbers Looks for changed lives 

Needs quick answers Understands grace in uncertainty 

Sees the course Sees the hearts 

Recently, we formed a new Discipleship Leadership Team as an 

extension of our One Heart Women’s Ministry.  This team 

consists of Judy McDaniel, Denise Muhitch, Meg Knauf and 

Cheryl Bongiorno.  These women will lead our discipleship 

training efforts, as we partner with the Men’s Ministry.    

Our goal is for every believing woman at Oakwood (or in the 

community)  to be taught what it means to be a disciple of 

Jesus Christ.  And that we will make disciples -  who will then go 

and make disciples - who will go and make disciples!   

(Matthew 28:19a) 

EPHESIANS 4:13-15 

“...until we all attain to 

the unity of the faith, 

and of the knowledge 

of the Son of God, to a 

mature man...no longer 

to be children...but 

speaking the truth in 

love, we are to grow up 

in all aspects into Him, 

who is the head, even 

Christ.” 

F.R.O.G. 
Fully Rely 
On God 


