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Mount Calvary Friends- 

I must admit at the start that it is with mixed feelings that I write this 

letter to you today. This is not news that I expected to be sharing until 

very recently, but I am writing to let you know that my time working here 

at Mount Calvary is soon approaching an end. I have decided, after a 

great deal of thought, prayer, and discussion with my family and friends, 

to return to my old career in public service and accept  a position with the 

Minnesota state government in Saint Paul. My last Sunday working at 

Mount Calvary will be July 21. 

There are some times in all of our lives when we are called to move in 
different directions than we may have been expecting, and for me, this is 
one of those times. That said, I want you all to know that this was a very 
difficult decision to make, and that I have thoroughly enjoyed my time 
and my service here at Mount Calvary. It has been a wonderful place to 
spend the last few years. I have loved getting to know you, worshipping with you, going on trips and other 
adventures with you, learning with you, and being part of this community.  I will be forever thankful for my 
time here and remember it fondly, and I thank each and every one of you for helping to have made my time 
here such a blessing. 

I will miss all of you very much, and I very much hope to keep in touch with you, individually and as a 
community. I will work with the staff and volunteers to ensure that the smooth transition of my 
responsibilities over the next few weeks. You are an amazing congregation, and I look forward to seeing all 
the ministry you will continue to do!  

Peace be with you always, 

Brian  Hornbecker 

brian.hornbecker@gmail.com; 202-262-3071 

Brian Hornbecker,  

Faith Formation/ 
Communications Coordinator 

Photos from the Summer Kick-Off Fiesta/Congregational Meeting (see page 8 for details) 
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STAFF: 
 

Tom Jenkins Lead Pastor 
Kelli Weiss Associate Pastor 
Pam Carlson Deacon & Cantor 
NaDyne Glidden Administrator 
Brian Hornbecker Faith Formation & 
 Communications Coordinator 
Deb Jones-Thompson Administrative Assistant 
Marianne Adelmann Community Night  
 Building Supervisor 
Denise Beyer Bookkeeper 
Camille Buddecke Accompanist 
Wendi Buck                                            Joy Choir Director 
Amy Commers Praise Choir Director 
Karen Dare Cook 
Bob Grissom             Maintenance Service Technician  
Lynn Hedblum Worship Assistant Scheduler 
Brian Jerzak Community Night 
 Building Supervisor 
Liz Lindner Youth Handbell Director 
Jen Morgan Accompanist 
David Prowant Cook 
Alanna Teragawa Calvary Carillons Director 
Kay Wandersee Admin Assistant—Finance 
  
COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Jerry Morgan, President  
Tamara Anderson, Treasurer  
Lauren Mildahl, Secretary  
Jennifer Becker, Member  
Darin Broton, Member  
Marie Kvistero, Member  
Andy Lees, Member  
Abby Reis, Member  
Chris Slania, Member  
 
MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS: 
Bob Grissom, Property   
Tamara Anderson, Finance  
Lynn Hedblum, Arts in Worship  

Next Issue: 

The next issue of The 
Messenger will be for 

September and October. 
Submissions are due by 

Sunday, August 18. 

Those baptized: 

 Carter James —May 5 

 Madeline Oline —June 16 

Those married: 

 Lauren (Millikan) & Andrew (Dahl) Mildahl—
June 9 

 Britta (Bollum) & Chase Miller—June 22 

Those being remembered: 

 Alger Halvorson—May 21 

 Lorraine Felt—May 25 

 Lowell Danner, Sr.—June 11 

Summer Worship Schedule 

Our summer worship schedule, with one service at 
9:30am, will continue through Labor Day weekend. We 
will resume our two-worship schedule in September. 

Summer Drop-in Hours 

For the remainder of the summer, the church office 
will be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays and on 
Sunday mornings. Appointments with staff are 
available Monday - Thursday.  
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Association of Lutheran Church Musicians (ALCM) 

This past week I spent time in Portland, Oregon with over 300 Lutheran church 
musicians. ALCM is a pan-Lutheran organization made up of composers, 
organists, choir directors, poets, and pastors. It is a great week for me to 
worship without having to worry about what I need to do next. Meeting the 
composers of some of the music I play is interesting and listening to plenary 
sessions by thought provoking people is invigorating.   

One highlight was listening to Pastor Susan Briehl. She has four hymn texts in 
ELW, one of which is “Bread of Life from Heaven”. We will be using this hymn 
during communion on July 14th. After Susan’s plenary presentation, we sang 
one of her newest hymns. During the singing, which is very robust when you 
get 300 church musicians together, Susan faced us and just watched and 
listened as we sang. Seeing the expression on her face brought tears to my 
eyes. You don’t realize how glorious hymn singing can be until you see it 
reflected in someone else’s eyes.   

I also sat on a bus ride with organ composer Charles Ore. Charles is in his 80s 
and still composes every day, plays organ every Sunday, played for our 
opening worship on Monday afternoon after getting up at 2:00am to catch a 
flight to Portland, and mid-week after the concert was traveling to Europe for a three week organ playing 
adventure!  Inspiring but crazy! 

I appreciate so much what we do at Mount Calvary for worship and for the people I work with and for.  
Thank you for Continuing Education funds to make this possible! 

(Post conference wine tasting in the Willamette Valley with musicians was also inspiring!) 

Deacon Pam Carlson,  

Cantor 

Special Summer Wednesday Night Services 

We’re trying a new thing this summer! We have 
already worshiped and enjoyed fellowship together on 
two Wednesday evenings and we are planning two 
more of these services on July 10 and July 24. We are 
meeting at people’s homes for a short outdoor 
worship service and time to spend together. We'll 
meet at 6:30pm. Look at the weekly bulletin insert and 
email for the locations for each time.  

All Ages Choir 

Our next two Sundays for All Ages Choir 
will be July 28th and August 18th.  Join us 
in the choir room at 8:45 for a 30 minute 
rehearsal to learn an anthem to be sung 
for 9:30 worship.  Sing with others who 
love to sing! 
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Summer Immersion Programs 
Mount Calvary high school students (and recent graduates) and four adult leaders will be taking a service 
trip to the Lake Traverse Dakota Reservation in South Dakota from July 14-19. We will have a blessing and 
sending for them in worship on July 14.  Some of our middle schoolers will be attending Witnesses Camp at 
Luther Crest Bible Camp July 28—August 2. We are excited about both of these opportunities for the youth 
of our congregation. 

Vacation Bible School 

About 30 elementary school students had a great week of Vacation Bible School day camp here at Mount 
Calvary in June. Some photos from the week are below. Thanks to all who made this week possible, 
especially the VBS staff from Luther Crest, the junior counselors (Morgan Becker, Noah Fettig, Cecilia Lees, 
and Megan Meinhardt), church staff, Dave and Lisa Johnson (who hosted the staff), students, and parents! 
We look forward to seeing you again next year! 
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NaDyne Glidden,  

Administrator 

Table & Chair Rental 

Members of Mount Calvary are able to rent church tables and 
chairs for social events by making arrangements with the church 
office. The tables and chairs that are available are located in the 
south garage. We have six 6’ white plastic tables, three 8’ gray 
plastic tables and 85 older metal chairs available for rent. It is on a 
first reserve, first serve basis. A fee of $5 per table and $1 per chair 
is charged. This money is used to assist the church with the on-
going replacement of tables and chairs in the church. Payment is 
required at the time of pick up. Tables and chairs are to be picked 
up and returned to the church during the church office hours. If you 
have any questions or are interested in reserving any tables and/or 
chairs, please contact Debbie at the church office at 651-454-2344 
or deb.jones-thompson@mtcalvary.com. 

Mount Calvary financial Update as of May 31, 2019 

Mission Mount Calvary YTD Budget 05/31/19 YTD Actuals 05/31/19 

Total Income $302,855 $317,936 

Total Expense $305,770 $301,220 

NET ($  2,915) $ 16,716 

Giving Opportunities 

Life gets busy and summer is almost here. That means softball and soccer games, graduations and weddings, 
and my favorite, going to the cabin! Mount Calvary has set up various ways that you can continue to support 
the church without having to be here or to remember your check/cash when you are here. Check out our 
website at mtcalvary.com and click on GIVING on the left hand side. This page gives you all the options and 
the details associated with each method. Here is a summary: 

Give Online: Using our secure site, you can make a one-time donation or a recurring one by using your 
credit/debit card or through your checking or savings account. 

Simply Giving: You can give electronically on weekly, semi-monthly or monthly basis through an electronic 
transfer of funds from your bank account. This is our most used method of giving. Forms can be found at the 
welcome desk or online to enroll in this program. 

Bank Bill Pay: You can give through your on-line banking bill pay process for both one-time and recurring 
payments using either your checking or savings account. To assist us, please add your giving number on the 
note line. 

Weekly Giving Envelopes can be dropped in the offer plates, dropped off at the office or mailed into the 
church. Your personalized giving envelope number will assure that your gift is property credited. If you would 
like giving envelopes, please email kay.wandersee@mtcalvary.com. 

Gifts of Appreciated Stocks & Securities can also be giving through an electronic transfer authorization. Your 
broker can electronically transfer your security to Mount Calvary. Refer to the website for the Stock Transfer 
form and instructions. 
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Quilters 
This is the time of the year when we reflect on what the quilters 
accomplished between September 2018 through May 2019. Here are the 
numbers: 
 154 is the total number of quilts made by Mount Calvary Quilters 
 Of this number 93 quilts were donated to global organizations, including: 

 38 quilts to Lutheran World Relief 
 19 quilts to MetroHope Ministries 
 55 quilts to Global Health Ministries 

 60 quilts were donated to local charities, including: 
 10 quilts to Lincoln Place Ministries 
 1 quilt to the Open Door Christmas Program 
 4 quilts for Camp Onomia for Quilt Auction Fundraiser 

 1 quilt was given to a quilter who completed 30 years of quilting with the Mount Calvary Quilters 
 2 quilts for Luther Crest Bible Camp made by quilters 
 24 quilts for “New Arrivals” of immigrants to St. Paul 

Funeral Help Needed 
If you can spare a few hours during the day (at a few days notice) to help with funeral luncheons or run the 
dishwasher, we would love to hear from you. You do not have to work at every funeral. The more people we 
have on our list the less you will be called as we try to get different workers for each funeral. This is a great 
opportunity to meet other Mount Calvary members while providing support for those who mourn. Families 
greatly appreciate our service. If you have never worked at a funeral lunch and have questions or can help 
out, please contact Shirlee Klang or Kay Wandersee . 

Mobile Lunch Box Program Fund Drive 

Your gift is the difference for a hungry child this summer.  For many kids in Dakota County, summer means 
sunshine, playing outside and freedom from routines.  But for those who count on a healthy lunch at school 
– it also means the disappearance of a reliable midday meal.   

Our community leads the state in the number of missed meals among children during the summer months 
when students are not in school to access free and reduced meal programs.  The Open Door is working with 
school districts, cities and other partners to close that gap, but they need our help.  Your gift this summer can 
help The Open Door (TOD) offer fresh and healthy food to thousands of kids right here in Dakota county, who 
may otherwise go without. Last year TOD served more than 2,000 summer meals and snacks.  This year they 
are serving in two more neighborhoods in Eagan and Apple Valley so that number will increase. Your gift will 
help them serve more kids on more days this summer. 

Mount Calvary will be collecting funds during July to assist this program.  Our goal is to raise enough money 

to serve 50+ kids lunch, three times a week for the summer at one of the sites that is currently not funded by 

another organization.  The total cost for this site is roughly $4,000.  There are special envelopes in the pews 

for the fund drive.  In addition, there is a collection jar in the narthex for loose change/dollars that children 

and/or adults can contribute. The cost to serve 50 kids a healthy lunch for one day at one site is $162.50.  

The cost per lunch is $3.25.  Please consider giving to this drive to help a child receive a lunch! If you have 

any questions, contact NaDyne Glidden at nadyne.glidden@mtcalvary.com.   
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School Supply Collection: August 4-25, 2019 

We will be collecting school supplies for Rahn Elementary School of Art & Technology beginning Sunday, 
August 4, 2019. You can bring supplies to the collection table located in the Narthex. Due to limited 
storage space and because they still have many unused items that have been donated before, Rahn 
Elementary’s principal has requested that we only collect the following items: 
 School Box for storage supplies (small 8x5) – need 50-55 
 Crayola Markers (thick, 8 count) 
 Glue sticks and jumbo glue sticks 
 Pocket folders (plain) 
 Ziploc bags (gallon or sandwich size) 
 Disinfectant wipes 
 Kleenex 
 Expo black dry erase markers 
 3x3 post it notes 
 Highlighters 
 Set of watercolors 
 Composition Notebooks 
Rahn DOES NOT need backpacks. Any backpacks donated will be given to the Open Door. 

Gifts and Memorials 

The following lists the gifts and memorials that were received the first half of 2019: 
 
 Betty Warner memorial monies donated to the Mount Calvary kitchen. 
 Ardella Ruege memorial monies given to the music program. 
 Marlys Peterson memorial monies donated to asset renewal. 
 Andrew and Christie Lees donated a 50 inch TV for use by education and youth. 
 
Thank you to these folks and to all who support the congregation with your time and resources. 

Pictorial Directory 

We are creating a new pictorial church directory.  Please send a picture of 

your family to directory@mtcalvary.com.  Be sure to include your names.  

We will have people available to take pictures in the Fireside Room after 

worship July 21 and August 11. This is an opt-in directory—only those that 

submit pictures will be in this directory. The final date for picture 

submissions is Sunday, August 26th.  Our regular name and address 

directory will be updated and published this fall, too.   
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58th Annual Congregational Meeting  

The congregation held its annual meeting on Sunday, May 19, 2019. We recognized outgoing council and 
ministry team members and thanked those whose council terms were ending: Lisa Johnson, Matt Priebe, 
Jackson White, and outgoing council president Brenda Teats. We also recognized Jerry Morgan as the new 
council president.  

We then elected new council members for 2019-2020. They are: 

 Continuing Members of Council: Jerry Morgan (president), Lauren Millikan (secretary), Tamara Anderson 
(treasurer), Jen Becker 

 New Council Members: Darin Broton, Marie Kvistero, Andy Lees, Abby Reis, Chris Slania  

It was noted that the finance team has one member, Denny Flanagan, whose term is ending. Anyone 
interested in joining this team should contact Tamara Anderson. There are no terms ending on the 
Property or Arts in Worship teams, but there are some spaces on those teams for people interested in 
joining. Anyone interested in joining the property team should contact Bob Grissom or NaDyne Glidden. 
Anyone interested in joining the Arts in Worship team should contact Lynn Hedblum or Pam Carlson. 

 

 
 

2019-2020 Church Council: 

Pictured left to right: Marie 
Kvistero, Tamara Anderson, 
Jerry Morgan, Lauren 
Mildahl, Darin Broton, 
Pastor Kelli Weiss, Chris 
Slania, NaDyne Glidden, 
Andy Lees 

Not pictured: Jen Becker, 
Abby Reis, Pastor Tom 
Jenkins 
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May Council Meeting 
Budget Update (NaDyne and Tamara) 
 We are still in the black after a big snow removal bill and gas bill 
 We will be starting the Stewardship for all Seasons program. Tom and NaDyne attended first meeting. 

We don’t expect a ton of new info, but can audit and solidify best practices. We want to start Financial 
Education Series at church; NaDyne does an excellent job budgeting. 

 
Staff Update 

Tom: 
  Pam is really happy with musical volunteers 
  Excited for what summer worship will do for community building 
  Excited for sabbatical, but even more excited to come back refreshed 
  We are beginning the exploratory phase of the Reconciling in Christ process 

Kelli: 
 CYF Brainstorming: 50 people stayed after worship to do some visioning. A Leadership team is 

developing; 7-8 leaders who have stepped up, we are looking for a few more men 
   Summer Worship Midweek Evening Church (see page 2) 

NaDyne: 
  Youth room - Still excitement for painting/decorating 
  Looking to add windows in B123 to the hallway and convert bathrooms downstairs to unisex 

 

June Council Meeting 
Budget Update (Tamara) 

 Still in the black, but behind budget by $22,000 on income and behind on giving by $2,000. Cash gifts 
are variable on Sunday mornings; most give on Simply Giving. Some unexpected gifts on Sunday 
morning would be appreciated. Might be good to do a push on Simply Giving over the summer 

 Finance committee talking about how to make the budget more tangible to the congregation, e.g. 

have someone sponsor a snowplow 

 
Fundraiser for the Open Door Mobile Lunch Program - NaDyne (see page 6) 
 
Stewardship for All Seasons Program 
 This program is available through the synod. Most things we already do, we are just fine tuning. We have 

a graphic designer & a members who are interested in serving. Ready to experiment and see what 
works.  Paying about half of the fee ($1500) over two years out of Council Budget 

 
Staff Update 

Kelli: 

  Heavy first month alone with several funerals 

  Trying out new things, exciting stuff in the works 
  Really successful first Wednesday Night Worship 

NaDyne 
 Pictorial Directory in process (see page 8) 
 School Supply Drive for Rahn Elementary in August (see page 8)  
 One service: Only a bit of a dip in attendance; really good feedback - great fellowship 
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Mount Calvary Calendar: July 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1  
6:00 pm TOPS 

2  
9:30 am Women's 

Bible 

Study 
11:15 am Staff 

meeting 

3  4 Inde-

pendenc

e Day 

5  6  

7  
9:00 am Coffee & Cookies 
9:30 am Worship 

8  
6:00 pm T.O.P.S. 

9  
9:30 am Women's 

Bible 

Study 
11:15 am Staff 

meeting 

10  
6:30 pm Summer Wednesday 

night worship 

11  12 All Ages 

Retreat 
4:30 pm Tech 

Team 

Meeting 
5:00 pm Quin-

ceanera 

Prepara-

tion 

13 All Ages 

Retreat 
9:00 am Days for 

Girls 
4:00 pm Quin-

ceanera 

14 All Ages Retreat 
High School service trip 
8:30 am Finance Team Meeting 
9:00 am Coffee & Cookies 
9:30 am Carson Baptism 
9:30 am Worship 

15 High 

School 

service 

trip 
6:00 pm T.O.P.S. 

16 High 

School 

service 

trip 
9:30 am Women's 

Bible 

Study 
11:15 am Staff 

meeting 
6:30 pm Council 

Meeting 

17 High School service 

trip 
5:30 pm TOD Asian Pickles-

Kitchen 

18 High 

School 

service 

trip 
11:00 am New 

Perspec-

tive Adult 

Living 

Worship 
7:00 pm Writer's 

Group 

19 High 

School 

service 

trip 

20  

21 Directory photos 
9:00 am Coffee & Cookies 
9:30 am Worship 

22  
6:00 pm T.O.P.S. 
6:00 pm Vermillion 

Town-

home 

mtg 

23  
9:30 am Women's 

Bible 

Study 
11:15 am Staff 

meeting 

24  
6:30 pm Summer Wednesday 

night worship 

25  26 Confir-

mation 

Rockin' 

Jump 

27  

28 Middle school camp 

week 
9:00 am Coffee & Cookies 
9:30 am Worship 

29 Middle 

school 

camp 

week 
6:00 pm T.O.P.S. 

30 Middle 

school 

camp 

week 
11:15 am Staff 

meeting 

31 Middle school camp 

week 
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Mount Calvary Calendar: August 2019  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 Middle 

school 

camp 

week 

2 Middle 

school 

camp 

week 

3  
11:30 am Bridal 

Shower-

Owen-FS 

4  
9:00 am Coffee & Cookies 
9:30 am Worship 

5  
6:00 pm T.O.P.S. 

6  
9:30 am Women's 

Bible 

Study 
11:15 am Staff 

meeting 
6:00 pm Property 

Team 

7  
5:30 pm TOD-Asian Pickles-

Kitchen 

8  
7:00 pm Writer's 

Group 

9 McDan-

iel/Pastir 

Rehears-

al 
4:30 pm Tech 

Team 

Meeting 

10 McDan-

iel/Pastir 

Wedding 

11 Directory photos 
8:30 am Finance Team Meeting 
9:00 am Coffee & Cookies 
9:30 am Worship 

12  
6:00 pm T.O.P.S. 

13  
9:30 am Women's 

Bible 

Study 
11:15 am Staff 

meeting 
4:00 pm Soup 

Starter 

Event 

(TOD-

Alpa) 

14  15  
11:00 am New 

Perspec-

tive Adult 

Living 

Worship 

16  17  
9:00 am Days for 

Girls 

18  
9:00 am Coffee & Cookies 
9:30 am Worship 

19  
6:00 pm T.O.P.S. 

20  
9:30 am Women's 

Bible 

Study 
11:15 am Staff 

meeting 
6:30 pm Council 

Meeting 

21  22  
7:00 pm Writer's 

Group 

23  24  

25  
9:00 am Coffee & Cookies 
9:30 am Worship 

26  
6:00 pm T.O.P.S. 
6:00 pm Vermillion 

Town-

home 

mtg 

27  
9:30 am Women's 

Bible 

Study 
11:15 am Staff 

meeting 

28  29  30  31  
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Address Service Requested 

 

3930 Rahn Road 
Eagan, MN 55122 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

MtCalvary  

@  Worship@MtCalvary.com 

651-454-2344 

         facebook.com/mountcalvaryeagan 
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