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You are invited – all are welcome!
As a member of Mount Calvary, I’ve been blessed with
opportunities to learn and volunteer that help me feel closer to
God and to our congregation. My faith grows as I learn through
service to others and to the community. I’ve helped on Sunday
mornings with greeting, reading and ushering. I’ve served at
Wednesday night suppers, pie socials and, through The Open
Door, provided lunches at the Mobile Lunch Box. I’ve
chaperoned youth events, rolled bandages for overseas hospitals
in Africa, and recently started helping with Days for Girls, a
sewing ministry for girls around the world – and I don’t even
know how to sew.
When I joined the church council, I learned of so many more
ways that I can be involved: the Dakota County Emergency
Shelter, St. Paul Area Synod, Alano House, community garden,
Women’s Circles, milestone classes, preparing packages for
college students and military folks, game nights, bible studies, kits
for new moms and the list goes on.

Brenda Teats
Council President

Our church creates a place where faith does not happen on Sunday mornings only. And it invites
everyone to participate. Faith isn’t something that can be given to us by people who have studied at
seminary. It is something that grows and changes as we act on God’s word. We bring the Holy Spirit into
us when we serve others – by collecting school supplies or helping clients shop at the food shelf or
serving on a committee.
Our call for a new associate pastor invites candidates who will, “help identify, equip and inspire the
congregation to active service in areas of their gifts.” But you don’t have to wait for that new arrival to
get involved. Find an activity that speaks to you, talk with someone over donuts and coffee who is
involved with a ministry or circle or committee and learn more. Send an email to Pastor Tom or Pastor
Deb or Brian or me. Ask questions. Get involved!
You are invited to join where your faith calls you. All are welcome to do God’s work.
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STAFF:
Tom Jenkins
Deb Kielsmeier
Pam Carlson
NaDyne Glidden
Brian Hornbecker

Lead Pastor
Interim Associate Pastor
Deacon & Cantor
Administrator
Faith Formation &
Communications Coordinator
Deb Jones-Thompson
Administrative Assistant
Marianne Adelmann
Community Night
Building Supervisor
Denise Beyer
Bookkeeper
Camille Buddecke
Accompanist
Wendi Buck
Joy Choir Director
Karen Dare
Cook
Bob Grissom
Maintenance Service
Technician
Brian Jerzak
Community Night
Building Supervisor
Liz Lindner
Youth Handbell Director
Jen Morgan
Accompanist
Marlys Peterson
Office Assistant
David Prowant
Cook
Alanna Teragawa
Calvary Carillons Director
Kay Wandersee
Admin Assistant—Finance

COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Brenda Teats, President
Jerry Morgan, Vice President
Tamara Anderson, Treasurer
Lauren Millikan, Secretary
Jennifer Becker, Member
Lisa Johnson, Member
Matt Priebe, Member
Jackson White, Member
MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS:
Bob Grissom, Property
Tamara Anderson, Finance
Lynn Hedblum, Arts in Worship

We continue to have
one worship service
at 9:30am through
Labor Day weekend.
The 8:30/10:30
schedule will resume
on September 9.
Wednesday night
activities will begin
in September as well.

678-480-0350
651-452-5898
612-715-9040

Those baptized:


Elynore Elizabeth Bollinger—July 8

This is an abbreviated summer
issue of The Messenger. The next
issue will be a full issue for August
and September Submissions are
due to



Henry Ryan Franz—July 22



Hope Vivienne Franz—July 22



Inga Evelyn Wahlstrom—July 22

brian.hornbecker@mtcalvary.com
by Sunday, August 19.

Those married:


Page 2

Courtney Cummings and Tom
Nickell—July 28
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Dear Mount Calvary Friends,
It has been a true joy to be here with you these past months.
Mount Calvary is a vibrant and caring congregation, and it has
been a privilege to get to know so many of you. Thank you!
My positive experience has been confirmed by the
Congregational Vitality Survey conducted this past spring. It
showed that the overall climate of Mount Calvary is healthy
and as a community we feel cared for and supported. We are
also optimistic about our mission and future and are a
positive force in the community. There is much that God has
been doing in and among and through Mount Calvary for us to
celebrate!
The survey also revealed a few areas in which we can
improve, including incorporating newcomers and following
up with our guests. Most of us indicated that we feel very
comfortable inviting others to worship or church events, but
have never actually done so. We love catching up with our
friends and church family, especially around donuts and
coffee on Sunday morning or dinner on Wednesday evening.
Our sense of community is strong, but those who are new or
visiting can feel on the outside.

Rev. Dr. Deb Kieslmeier,
How do we, as a community, heighten our awareness and
Interim Associate Pastor
our welcome of newcomers? Pastor Tom has given me the
go-ahead to try a few experiments to help us reach out to folks we may not know well during Sunday
coffee and Wednesday dinners. No worries - you will still have lots of time to catch up with your
longtime friends and small group!
Experiment #1: Popsicles in the Parking Lot. This summer we moved to one service with the purpose
of building community. Hopefully you have lingered after the service to greet members you may not
see as often during the program year. In addition to the donuts and coffee, popsicles will be served
after the service in the parking lot during August. It is our hope that you will linger, greet and talk with
a few new folks this summer.
Experiment #2: Wednesday Desserts. Most folks have a favorite table of friends with whom they like
to eat Wednesday evening church suppers. This is another treasured time to catch up with each other
and we won’t tamper with it. However, for dessert we are going to try mixing the tables up a bit so you
can meet and greet a newcomer or make a new friend. It will be fun, trust me.
Those of you who love to meet new people or would like to help or suggest a few more experiments,
please let me know. I would love to hear your ideas of how we might increase our welcome and better
incorporate our newcomers at Mount Calvary. We also plan to have a training for how we can invite
our neighbors as well as welcome and follow up with our guests in the early fall. In the meantime, I am
looking forward to seeing you in the parking lot, Popsicle in hand!
Pastor Deb
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Choirs
As you make your fall plans, please consider the many musical
opportunities at Mount Calvary for people of all ages. Also,
note there will be two Youth Handbell Choirs as shown below.
Vocal choirs are open to participation from all ages and bell
choirs are open to everyone in 4th grade or older. Please join
us! Contact Pam Carlson at pam.carlson@mtcalvary.com for
more information or with questions.

The general rehearsal schedule is:
 Monday nights:
 Calvary Carillons (adults bells): 7:15pm
 Wednesday nights:
 Youth Choir (grades 7-12 voice): 5:00pm
 ROTL (grades 4-6 bells): 5:00pm
 Alleluia Choir (grades 4-6 voice): 6:00pm
 Joy Choir (grades 1-3 voice): 6:00pm
 Praise Choir (3 years - K voice): 6:00pm
 ReBELLious (grades 7-12 bells): 6:00pm
 Sanctuary Choir (adults voice): 7:00pm

Monday mornings:

God’s children Sing (18 months-3 year olds): 10:00am

Deacon Pam Carlson,
Cantor

The various choirs begin rehearsal on the following dates:
 Sanctuary Choir: Wednesday, September 5
 Calvary Carillons: Monday, September 10
 Children and youth choirs: Wednesday, September 12
 God’s Children Sing: Monday, October 1

Praise Choir Director Needed
Since 2010, Christine Lees has been teaching music to our 3, 4 and 5 year olds. We are very grateful for
the love and joy she has shown our children. Christine has decided to find new ways to use her musical
gifts so we are looking for someone new to share the joy of music with some of our littlest members.
Praise Choir meets on Wednesdays from 6-6:30, September through April. They sing, move, play
instruments and develop friendships. Twice a year they sing in worship. If you or someone you know is
interested, please talk with Pam Carlson. Pam.carlson@mtcalvary.com

Page 4

June/July Messenger

Summer Activities: This Changes Everything
The past few weeks have been very busy for the youth and
families of our congregation. The theme running across ELCA
activities this summer was “This Changes Everything” as youth
learned and explored how God’s grace, love, and hope changes
everything about our lives. You can see some photos from our
summer adventures below and elsewhere in this newsletter.
First, In June, we celebrated and recognized those in our
congregation who graduated from high school this year and
wished them well in wherever their journeys take them. The next
week, we had about 20 elementary age youth here for our
Vacation Bible School program and about 10 middle school and
Brian Hornbecker,
high school helpers. The program was led by staff from Luther
Crest Bible Camp, and the youth learned about God and the Bible
Faith Formation/
together, made some arts and crafts, and played a lot too. Soon
Communications Coordinator
after that, 13 high school youth and 3 adults attended the ELCA
National Youth Gathering in Houston, where they spent the week with about 31,000 other youth
exploring their faith, engaging in service projects to help the people of Houston, and learning and
playing together. The Gathering ended with the exciting announcement that the next youth gathering,
in 2021, will be held in Minneapolis! Finally, in July, about 20 middle school youth travelled to Night
Owl Camp at Luther Crest in Alexandria, where they learned, bonded, grew in their faith, and played
with other youth from across Minnesota.
On a different note, faith formation programming for the 2018-2019 academic year will start in
September. Stay tuned to the website, weekly
email, and other announcements for details.
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Out With the Old and In With the New
We recently updated our copiers in the church office.
We now have one large one that is the workhorse for
our copying and a second smaller copier to be used
when the first one is busy. By having a large and small
copier vs. two larger ones, we are able to save $2,400
per year in copier costs. Why were we able to do this?
We have reduced the number of copies we run. How did
this happen? We now email correspondence vs.
mailing it out, our Messenger quantities has gone from
over 500 to about 150, plus we run 7 Messengers per
year vs. 12. Our bulletin size has been cut in half due to
our ability to use the Sanctuary screen.

NaDyne Glidden, Administrator

You may have
noticed that we now have an umbrella at one of the picnic
tables in front of the church. The sun on the East side is pretty
strong, and the umbrella makes sitting at the table much more
enjoyable! Take a seat and enjoy, just make sure to lower the
umbrella when you are done so it doesn’t blow away!
June Council Highlights
Pastor Tom went over the call process and our timeline. The
Council determined which congregants to invite to consider
serving on the call committee as well as alternates.
Matt Priebe updated the council on the transition task force.
Lifelong faith and learning along with both internal and
external community engagement were identified as key areas
the congregation wanted. There was a lot of discussion how
this could be accomplished with the new called pastor and the
current staff.
The budget was discussed to establish a hiring range. It was noted that our contributions for the past
couple of years have been flat.

Tamara Anderson stated that our giving is slightly under budget, but we are also running slightly
under budget in expenses.
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Along the Green Line: Moving Toward a Theology of Place
Since opening in June 2014, the Metro Transit Green Line has been slowly stitching the Twin Cities
back together. Connecting downtown Saint Paul with downtown Minneapolis, it carries 40,000 people
a day – college students and immigrants, professional and retail workers, politicians and the homeless.
Moving through a diversity of communities, the Green Line crosses many boundaries of culture, class,
and race. This fall, a cohort of young adults (ages 19-35) from across the Saint Paul Area Synod will
ride it with an eye toward developing a theology of place – a bold picture or vivid articulation of what
God is up to here and now. Whether you are new to the Twin Cities or a longtime resident eager to see
things in a new way, this is an opportunity to learn, to observe, to connect, and to celebrate the life that
we share together. We’ll gather weekly at Christ Lutheran on Capitol Hill before hitting the rails to
connect with leaders and members of local faith communities along the line. From Union Depot to
Westgate, we’ll dig into food and deeper conversation with other folks who, like us, call this place
‘home.’ What? A six-week learning cohort focused on building connections and developing a ‘theology
of place’ using the Metro Transit Green Line, the city of Saint Paul, and brief readings or reflections as
our touchpoints. Evenings will be centered on conversations and meals shared at neighborhood
restaurants with leaders from local congregations. Topics covered will include: the art of observation,
the practice of accompaniment, migration and wandering, displacing, changing environments, coming
home – and broader reflections on the many ways we are shaped by land, space, and time. Who? Young
adults (ages 19-35) affiliated with the Saint Paul Area Synod or its partner institutions. When? Monday
evenings, September 10 – October 15. We’ll depart from Christ on Capitol Hill at 6pm sharply and be
back by 9:30pm. Cost? We’ll cover the food and the cost of any reading material. You cover your train
fare and drinks. Next steps? Fill out the initial inquiry form before August 31. Questions? Contact Anna
Marsh by email at
anna.marsh@spas-elca.org or by
phone at 651.224.4313. For more
information, go to: www.spaselca.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/07/youngadults-green-line-2018corrected.pdf
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St. Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization
Convention, May 4-5, 2018
Resolution #18-2 that passed at the SPA-SWO:
International Women’s Day

Women of the ELCA: Bridges Summer
2018 Newsletter
The Saint Paul Area Synod chapter of the
Women of the ELCA publishes its Bridges
newsletter quarterly. Download the
Summer 2018 issue now (PDF) by going to:
www.spas-elca.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/06/BridgesWELCA-Summer-2018.pdf
The Saint Paul Area Synod chapter of the
Women of the ELCA has many exciting and
interesting things happening, and good
information to share! Please distribute this
newsletter to the women of your church,
either by attaching it to your own
newsletter online, by providing a link for it
on your website, or by providing a hard
copy.
Bridges is published four times a year.
Submit articles, information and photos for
the Fall 2018 issue by August 15 to Tricia
Niesche at tricia.niesche@gmail.com. For
subscription information, contact Lois Berg
at lois_berg@comcast.net.
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The suffragettes forged purposeful action for
equality; started and held the first “International
Women’s Day” event in 1911, and on March 8 of
each year since. The 10 values (justice, dignity,
hope, equality, collaboration, tenacity, appreciation,
respect, empathy and forgiveness) that guide
International Women’s Day are addressed with a
global focus on equality & celebration for all.
Women around the world are still working for the
same equal rights & opportunities. More
information is available on the following website:
www.internationalwomensday.com

Gathering Together: Repentance & The Gospel of
John: Meeting with Jesus
When: Saturday, September 15
Where: St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 2499 North
Helen Street, North St. Paul, MN (Park in the west
parking lot & enter through doors 8W)
Time: 8:30-9:00am registration; 9am-12:30pm
program; 12:30pm lunch
Cost: $16 (includes registration, speaker & lunch)
OR $8 (registration & speaker only, no lunch)
Payable to Women of St. Mark's (memo: Bible Study
Enrichment)
Deadline for registration: September 12 - send
registration & payment to: Virginia Coller, 2417
Cowern Place, North St. Paul, MN 55109 For further
information, please call Virginia Coller, 651-7770584; or email: ginnacoller@hotmail.com
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Mount Calvary Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

August 2018
Wednesday

1
4:00 pm

5
9:00 am
9:30 am

6
Coffee & Donuts
Worship

12
8:30 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

19
9:00 am
9:30 am

13
Finance Team Meeting
Coffee & Donuts
Albien Baptism
6:00 pm
Worship

Messenger submissions due
Coffee & Donuts
Worship

26
9:00 am
9:30 am

6:00 pm

20
6:00 pm

27
Coffee & Donuts
Worship
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6:00 pm
6:00 pm

7

Thursday

2
Days for Girls

8

9:00 am

Friday

3

4

10

11

Sharing
& Caring

9

T.O.P.S. 11:00 am Staff
meeting
6:00 pm Property
Team

14

9:00 am

15

Election
Booth 6:00 am
Dropoff
T.O.P.S.

Primary
Election
6:00 am 9:30 pm
11:00 am Staff
meeting
7:00 pm Writers
Group

21

16

17

Sharing 5:00 pm
& Caring
11:00 am New
Perspec- 5:00 pm
tive Adult
Living
Worship

22

28

Election Booth Pickup

9:00 am

T.O.P.S. 11:00 am Staff
meeting
6:30 pm Council
Meeting

T.O.P.S. 9:00 am
Vermillion
Townhome
7:00 pm
mtg

Saturday

23
4:00 pm

29

30

24

Campos
Wedding
- Off Site
Days for
Girls

18
Tech
Team
Meeting
TOD
Asian
Kimchee

25

Days for
Girls

31

Staff
Planning
Day
Writers
Group
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August Worship Assistants
August 5

August 12

August 19

August 26

September 2

9:30

9:30

9:30

9:30

9:30

Assisting Minister

Amy Commers

Sherry Gilbertson

Josh Holtzleiter

Lisa Anderson

Jackson White

Ushers

Bert Amdahl
Bruce Olson

Cathy Severson
Denny Severson

Marlyss Temple

Cindy Drahos
Jim Drahos

Communion
Assistants

Communion assistants will not be assigned ahead of time during the summer months. Instead,
worshippers will be asked to fill this role on Sunday mornings.

Greeters

Greeters will not be assigned ahead of time during the summer months. Instead, the whole
congregation is asked to greet and show hospitality to all worshippers, especially newcomers.

Screen Operator/
Recorder

Dan Gilbertson

Steven Jones

Karen
Abrahamson

Josh Holtzleiter

Nate Reis

Welcome Desk

Marianne
Adelmann

Shirlee Klang

Marlys Peterson

Alanna Teragawa

Shirlee Klang

Counters

Sherin Dahn
Cathy Severson

Kelly Birkmaier
Rob Faber

Rich Clemen
Eric Baertsch

Kevin Codner
Beth Jerzak

Deanna Baisch
Marie Kvistero

Communion Bread

Kellie Johnson

Jeanne Smith

Doreen Collatt

Rebecca Gierok

Coffee Clean-Up

Slania family

Marilyn Hauser
Bud Hauser

Bev Hoff
Jerry Hoff

Altar Service
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Janet Dare
Karen Dare

Marilyn Hauser, Bud Hauser, Gloria Paulson

June/July Messenger

June/July Messenger

Page 11

3930 Rahn Road
Eagan, MN 55122
God’s Work. Our Hands.
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