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Sunday School - It’s for Life!
By James C. Sprouse, Senior Pastor
The United Methodist Church wants to re-energize Sunday School and spark new
ministries, especially those focused on children. Can you imagine a church where 60
to 75 percent of those who attend worship also attend Sunday School? Can you
imagine a Sunday School so vital that it has sparked so many other ministries that
the church building is used seven days a week? Well, we can at Trinity!
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Here at Trinity Church, we don’t just imagine these scenarios at Sunday School; they
are our immediate goals for 2015 and 2016, and we’re making things happen. Let’s
begin in September by following the lead of our Associate Pastor Keith Lee. Pastor
Keith has great and ambitious plans for Trinity’s children and youth. He’ll be joined
by Lauren Stevens, who has moved into Trinity House. She is from Sunnyvale, CA,
and will be a first-year student at Wesley Theological Seminary. Her ministry area at
Trinity will be with our children and their spiritual formation. What a terrific team!
The Virginia Conference School of Children’s Ministries is inviting all Education and
Children’s Ministry workers and teachers to Extraordinary Lessons from Ordinary
Objects, November 7, at Good Shepherd UMC in Dale City. This event presents new
skills in making meaningful faith connections with our children.
There are eight areas of instruction: 1.Music for non-musical people; 2.Mission Kids;
3. Creative Community Outreach; 4.Technology for You and Children; 5.Teaching
Through Games; 6.20 Under 20; 7.12 Simple Things to be a Better Leader; 8.Prayer
and Spiritual Disciplines for Children.
As the nation’s third-largest religious body (behind Roman Catholics and Southern
Baptists) the United Methodist Church is more influential in seats of power than people realize. This means that what is taught in our Sunday School classes is helping
determine morals and values on the large scale. Sunday School is where the action
is. Trinity Church kicks off and celebrates the new Sunday School year on September 13 with a Potluck lunch and bounce houses. Please plan to join us. Sunday
School – It’s For Life.
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What Do You Think, When You Think About Jesus?
By Eileen Gilmer, Associate Pastor
What do Americans think about
Jesus? Son of God? Savior to the
world? Or, maybe a prophet with
some great suggestions on how to
love one another?
It's no secret there are more people at church on Easter and Christmas. That's not surprising. In fact,
Google searches of Jesus Christ shot
up by 53 percent in the week leading
up to Easter this year.
Barna, a research group that
looks at faith and culture, asked
questions about Jesus. The answers
might be surprising to some. I invite
you to look at the results, and think
about where you fit in the responses.
Most Americans believe Jesus
was a real person. A full 92 percent
of adults surveyed said they believe
Jesus walked the earth. The number
is higher for Baby Boomers and older.
More than 95 percent of them think

Jesus was a real person. When you
strictly look at Millennials, the number goes down to 87 percent. (Time
Magazine considers Millennials as
those born between 1980 and 2000.)
Younger generations are less
confident that Jesus was God on
earth. Nearly six in ten adults surveyed believe Jesus was God. Another
quarter of adults believe Jesus was
simply a religious leader on the same
plane as Mohammad or the Buddha.
Less than half of Millennials think
Jesus was God.
Americans aren't sure if Jesus
was sinless. A little more than half of
all surveyed think that while he was
on earth, Jesus was human and committed sins like other people. For Millennials, the number was a little
higher.
Most Americans say they have a
commitment to Jesus Christ. More
than six in ten say they've made a

personal commitment to Jesus. If you
break that down, more women (68%)
than men (56%) say they've taken
that step. Money counts, but not in a
good way, apparently. Those making
more than $100K per year were less
likely (53%) to make the commitment
than those making less. For instance,
of those making less than $50K, a
full 65 percent say they have a personal commitment to Jesus.
What does this tell us? Should
we, the church and body of Christ, be
depressed by these numbers? Not in
the least! This tells us we have much
work to do and many people to serve,
especially among the Millennials.
Trinity United Methodist is focused on bringing the Good News to
our community and beyond. But, we
need your help. Join us as we extend
the love of God and share the peace
that passes understanding to all.
I'll see you in church!

Choir News
RING AND SING WITH OUR CHOIRS! Trinity Ringers will resume Tuesday,
September 1 (7:30 p.m.), Memorial Ringers will resume Thursday, September 3 (6:30 p.m.) and Chancel Choir resumes Thursday, September 3 (7:30
p.m.). All rehearsals are in Room 115. Please join us!
SHARE CONCERT! Our Chancel Choir is joining McLean area church choirs
in a Day to Serve multi-faith concert and food drive (benefiting SHARE of
McLean, which provides emergency assistance to people in our area) on
Saturday, September 26 (6-7 p.m.). This massed choir is not auditioned, so
any Trinity members who like to sing but are not in our Chancel Choir are
very welcome to join us. Three rehearsals (August 29, September 5, September 12) are on Saturdays from 4-5 p.m. at Charles Wesley UMC (6817
Dean Drive, McLean). The final rehearsal (Saturday, September 17 from 4-5
p.m.) will be at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (2034 Great
Falls Street, Falls Church), which is also the site of the September 26 concert and food drive.

MUSICIANS’ PRAYER!
Please take a moment to support
our singers and ringers this year by
praying with us:
O Lord, bless your servants who
minister in your temple. Grant that
what we sing and ring with our lips
and hands we may believe in our
hearts, and what we believe in our
hearts we may proclaim in our lives,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR resumes Wednesday, Sept. 16 at 6 p.m. We begin with
a meal in Langley Hall and then rehearse until 7 p.m. Newcomers welcome!
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Tips for Discipleship of the Family
By Keith Lee, Associate Pastor
The idea that parents are the main
spiritual leaders for their children
sometimes gets an unfavorable response from parents because they
are intimidated and feel burdened.
However, as they think more about it,
they start to warm up to it. The real
pushback is from the children themselves. Some of them feel exasperated because of their perception that
parents are hovering over them‘helicopter’ parenting. It might be an
unfair assessment but I remember
when I was a teenager, any kind of
input from my parents was received
with protests because I felt that they
were interfering needlessly.
Therefore, I would like to make three
suggestions to help us as parents
become better disciplers of our children.
Empathetic Listening
Many of our children’s problems and
dilemmas are not as serious as those
that parents face. One of the natural
responses to a child who is struggling
with issues at school or church is to
dismiss the gravity of the situation.
We say things like “it’s no big deal” or
“you’ll do just fine” or “you’ll get over
it.” It might be true that the problem
is not as serious as the child believes.
But in order for parents to earn the
right to speak into their lives, my suggestion is that parents sympathize

with their situations. So one suggestion is that you listen with sympathy
and understanding when your child
approaches you with problems.

about my daughters’ world. I have a
long ways to go, because their world is
vast with celebrities, ideas, trends and
YouTube artists I didn’t even know
existed. By orienting myself as a
learner of their world and conveying
Don’t Offer Suggestions or Solutions
my need to have them inform me, my
relationship with them changed drastiTied with empathetic listening is
cally. Hopefully, I’m seen as more releavoiding the temptation to give advant and sympathetic to their worldvice. My mentor for pastoral counselview and concerns,
ling would say,
so that I’m per“Don’t try to fix me!
Discipler - one who encourages
ceived less as an
Can you just lisand enriches new Christians by
intruder and more
ten?” He was maknurturing their higher calling in
as an insider.
ing the point that
Christ.
most people don’t
want pastors to fix
I hope these suggestions can help all
their problems; they just want someof us be great disciplers of our chilone to listen. To be honest it’s easier
dren. The fact is that they need us
said than done, so I’m not good at
more than ever. They need our guidthis. However, when I hold my tongue
ance and wisdom, but many times
and listen, the person usually works
they feel alienated because parents
out his/her solution while talking. At
are perceived as those who has trethe end of the conversation, s/he
mendous authority and power over
feels better because while describing
them. The power differential between
the issue, the solution becomes
us and our children can be intimidatclearer. Remember, don’t try to fix
ing and may hinder honest interaction
them.
(especially when they hit preteen
years and up). I pray this article can
help you fulfill the great commission in
Learn about Their Lives and Context
your household.
Lastly, before parents teach their
children, my suggestion is that we
should orient ourselves to be learners of their world. This became abundantly clear when I was appointed to
Trinity as the Youth/Education Pastor. I realized that I didn’t know much

Church & Society
By Chris Wilbur
SEPTEMBER COLLECTION
During September, we will continue to collect school supplies and new or gently used khaki pants (sizes 3T- 14) for DC
Scholars at Stanton Elementary School. Needed school supplies include 24 count crayons, #2 pencils, glue sticks, bluntnosed scissors, rulers, and black marble composition books. Donation baskets are located in the church narthex as well as
the Fellowship Building.
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Trinity-Sponsored Student at The Leadership Center
Dayana is a student at The Leadership Center (TLC) in Honduras where Trinity has formed a relationship. Many mission
teams have visited TLC. Trinity sponsors Dayana. Read her own words below:
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God, The Big Flood and Us
By Biscuit Gilmer, Trinity Mascot
Hi, kids of Trinity! I hope you had a
great summer and
are all geared up
for fall. I really like
playing in big piles
of autumn leaves.
My good friend
Tyler sent me some
very important
questions. Tyler
asks: Who wrote the Bible? He also
asks if God were responsible for people being hurt in the big flood and if
that meant God were mean.
Tyler, you are super smart! Those
are great questions.
First, let's answer the question of
who wrote the Bible. The short answer is: lots and lots of people! The
Bible was written over thousands of
years. We know that the stories in the
Bible were passed down from generation to generation. That means parents would tell their children, then
those children would grow up and tell

their children, and on and on. Then
years later, other people wrote the
stories down.
One of the stories passed on was
of the great flood. You might know it
as the story of Noah's Ark. It's found
in Genesis, the first book of the Bible.
It can be confusing if you don't know
some certain things.
First, we need to ask what was
the writer wanting us to know about
God, Noah and the flood?
Next, we need to keep in mind
what life was like when it was written.
They didn't have weather forecasters.
Nobody knew when a big storm was
about to arrive, which would have put
people at risk of getting hurt.
And, we need to remember at the
time this was written, people believed
God was responsible for everything
that happened, good or bad. If people
were sick, God was blamed. If they
got better, God was given credit for it.
Because this flood happened so
long ago, we don't exactly know all
that happened. But we do know that

a man named Noah listened to God
and did what was right. God worked
through Noah to try to teach people
how to live in a way that pleased God.
Noah followed God's instructions—
building a big boat called an ark, by
putting animals on the boat and by
talking to others about God.
The important thing to remember
is that God's love is greater than anything we can ever imagine. That's
what the writers of Genesis and all
the other books of the Bible want us
to know. God can use us just like he
used Noah. God wants us to be kind,
loving and trusting.
God even created a way to show
Noah about God's love and faithfulness. Do you know what it is? It's a
rainbow! Next time you see a rainbow, remember it's God's special sign
to Noah and to us. God's word is true;
God’s love will never end.
Keep the questions coming at
bit.ly/askbiscuit, and remember my
motto: Paws for Jesus!
Biscuit

Crafts for a Cause
Crafts for a Cause will try out a new schedule during September, offering work session every other
Monday night and every other Wednesday morning in Room 124. This month, the sessions will be
Mon., Sept. 7 and 21 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. and Wed., Sept. 16 and 30 from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
During the sessions, we will be making comfort pillows, blankets and surgery dolls for patients at Fair
Oaks Hospital. Sessions may also involve hand-stamping cards for the Ronald McDonald House, and
working on projects for the Holiday Craft Fair, which will kick off Sunday, Nov. 22. It's the annual fund
-raiser for Crafts for a Cause, so get your holiday gift list ready!
For more information, contact Molly Sprouse at 703-356-4896 or mollysprouse@gmail.com.
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Schedule of Events
 Sept. 1 & 3 Adult Choirs resume rehearsals (see page 2)
 Sept. 7:

Crafts for a Cause, 7 p.m.

 Sept. 13:

Teacher Installation; Bounce Back to Sunday School

 Sept. 15:

Spire Deadline

 Sept. 16:

Children’s Choir rehearsals resume, 6 p.m.

 Sept. 20:

Backpack Blessing

 Sept. 21:

Crafts for a Cause, 10 a.m.

 Sept. 28:

Spire assembly, 11:15 a.m.

 Sept. 29:

Committees, Church Council & Dinner, 6 p.m.

Birthdays
Anniversaries

1

John Sadler
Raquel Saenz
Michelle Booth
Howard Chatham
Judy Ochs

1

Tim & Shannon Myers
Scott Nance & Jayne Peterson
Carrie & Rich Sandler

2

8

Chuck Riedel & Meredith
Broadbent

3

10 Al & Joyce Dawson

David Case
Heather Haberl
Margo Thorning
Kathi Wise

12 Callie Briscoe
Phyllis King
Jack Newcomb
Steven Robeson
Stuart Shroff
Alec Smith

21 Conner Moore
Steve Ochs
Dylan Russell
Caroline Selbe

13 Bryson Dodd

23 Deryl Dobson
Ashley Lawson

14 Reagan Cooley
George Galloway
Rebekka Long
Donn O'Neill
Audrey Stover

11 James Haldeman & Sally Aherne
John & Rahn Kim

4

Janet Therianos

13 Jim & Molly Sprouse

5

Marsaleete Anderson
Joyce Dawson
15 Jack Bainbridge
Beverly Lengyel
Dane Popelka
Brett Martin
Olivia Wethington

16 Nancy & Jim Donald
19 Craig & Stacey Fontenot

6

Amanda Manoogian
Sue Wegrzyn

7

Jay Arnold
Janet Barnes
Emma Lepkowicz
Alex Lepkowicz
Pam Saunders
John Totushek

23 Richard & Susan Martin
26 Owen & Sara Parrish
27 Stacie & Kevin Steinke
Jeremey & Lindsey Stover
30 Bill & Kit Arthur
David & Pamela Danner

8
9

Evan Dunn
David Marley
Sue Peine

16 Evan Ayars
Charlotte Frisbie
Steven Stafford
17 Christopher Gray
Heather Kadel
18 Will Gottwald
Emily Hunt
Shelly Slade
19 Nicole Alexander
Dan Moore
Casey Prestidge
Austin Verity

10 Avery Higgins
20 Samantha Betts
11 Marilyn Adams
A.J. Coston
Zachary Gehring
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22 Rusty Bell

24 Lily Calsyn
Richard Holbrook
Ethan Keough
Kip Laughlin
Christine Lee
Amy Prewett
26 Erik Bird
Luke Burner
Joseph Horn
Colleen Mantel
27 Jimmy Higgins
Kate Wight
28 Teddy Bluey
Jackson Crow-Mickle
Morgan Danner
CJ Lee
Randall Popelka
Marvin Quinn
29 Maggie Wise
30 Mandy Coston
Annie Lee Powell
Isabelle Velez
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Wednesday Night Dinners

We have the answer! Wednesday evenings from September through
May, join us for dinner, fellowship, discipleship and fun!
Come by yourself, bring a friend, come as a family or come as a date
night! A wonderful dinner is served from 6-6:30 p.m. and afterwards
you can choose your class: Bible Study with Pastor Jim, Youth Group,
Children’s Choir, and other small groups.

Wednesday Night Dinners

Are you looking for a healthy, easy way to feed your family AND a way
to fit an hour of small group fellowship into your weekly schedule?

Membership Update

Mission Team in Africa

Death
Tyler Drumheller

We received a note from Pastor Luis Polanco about his recent mission trip to
Africa. Pastor Polanco currently serves as pastor of our Spanish-language congregation, Iglesia de Dios.

Change of Address
Jamie & Jamie Loving,
Adelaide & Charlotte
8414 Martingale Dr.
McLean, VA 22102
Brad & Colleen Mantel,
Samantha & Abigail
210 E. Fairfax St. #210
Falls Church, VA 22046
Are you moving?
Please send your new address to
the church office (703-356-3312 or
info@umtrinity.org). Thank you.
This will ensure that we have all the
correct information to send news and
contribution statements to the correct
address. Thank you.
If you are interested in joining the
church or learning more about our ministries, please contact a pastor or the
church office.
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Blessings,
I departed from Dulles Airport on
July 16 at 11 a.m. and arrived in
Malabo, the capital city of Equatorial Guinea, on July 17 at 10
a.m. I preached on July 17, 18,
and 19 at a multicultural church
(attended by several tribes) and
10 souls came to Jesus and accepted Him as their Savior. In
addition, we prayed for the ill and
for divine healing. On July 20, I
flew to the city of Bata, and
preached in the towns of Zuzomo,
Misha, Udong, and several other
villages about Spiritual Fatherhood. Additionally, we provided leadership training. I returned to Malabo on July 24. I preached on July 24, 25, and 26. I visited the hospital and homes of the ill to pray and talk to them about the love of
our Lord. During this last three days in Malabo, 15 more souls accepted the
Lord as their personal Savior and 18 who had been away came back to renew
their vows with Jesus. Lastly, we initiated a leadership school for the church.

Luis
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Vacation Bible School
VBS by the Numbers
 A record 93 Campers
 Over 50 Adult and Kid volunteers
 3 Pastors
 4 trunks of food for Share
 2 huge boxes of school supplies
for DC Scholars at Stanton Elementary School
 1 great VBS!
None of this would have been possible without the prayers and support
of the congregation. We’d especially
like to recognize the volunteers who
put many hours into the planning and
leading of this great week:
Janey Bae
Patty Burgess
Sarah Beth Burgess
Lizzy Conroy
Steve Conroy
Charlotte Cox
Jill Dunn
Evan Dunn
Maddy Faust
Megan Faust
Jerry Fuqua
Vicky Fuqua
Jen Fuqua-Calsyn
Andy Gilmer
Eileen Gilmer
Melissa Harris
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Jake Hensley
Lauren Hensley
Lynda Hensley
Ann Hooton
Leah Horan
Melissa Jarvis
Lela Johnson
Tommy Kennedy
Ethan Keough
Liam Keough
Harriet Latta
Christine Lee
Joyce Lee
Keith Lee
Eloise Lorenze
George Lorenze
Jamie Loving
Allison Mansinne
Brendan Mansinne
Nick McMichael
Margie Meak
Brayden Myers
Jose Nuñez
Nancy Pierce
Teresa Reed
Emma Saunders

Davis Sawyer
Landon Sawyer
Jim Sprouse
Molly Sprouse
Lindsey Stover
Marci Love Thomas
Riley Turk
Sophia Tursi
Frank Vorndran
Leslie Vorndran
Amanda Whitfield
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First day of
Sunday
School can’t
be missed!

Two Bounce
Houses for
the kids!

Potluck Lunch

SEPTEMBER 13, 2015

BOUNCE BACK
TO SUNDAY
SCHOOL!

Get to know
your classmates and
their families

Potluck lunch and fun for the whole family
Please bring a dish to share.
Last name ending A-M: bring a Main Dish
Last name ending N-Z: bring a Side Dish (Salad, Veggies, Fruit)

Trinity UMC
1205 Dolley Madison Blvd.
McLean, VA 22101
www.umtrinity.org
Sunday, Sept. 13
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Education: Children
Sunday School meets at 9:30 a.m. on
Sunday mornings. Children learn Bible stories through Bible-reading,
crafts and other related activities. In
the Fall, the Bible stories will begin in
the book of Genesis and work our
way through the Old Testament and
begin the New Testament in time to
celebrate the birth of Jesus in December. We have 2 grade levels per class:
Pre-K/Kindergarten
Grades 1 & 2
Grades 3 & 4
Grades 5 & 6
Children’s Education Program meets
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Their Bible stories are based on
the same Bible readings heard in worship. The classes will teach the great
stories of the Bible, lessons on life,
and there will be great discussions
about spiritual topics. Children are
dismissed from worship following the
Children’s Message and are grouped
with two grade levels per class:
Pre-K/Kindergarten
Grades 1 & 2
Grades 3 & 4
Grades 5 & 6
Children’s Choir meets on Wednesday nights at 6 p.m. They begin with a
light family dinner and then have a
rehearsal to learn and discover more
about their faith through music.

Bibles will be given to third graders
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, October 4. Please
send the name of your third grader
to Harriet at hlatta@umtrinity.org by
Sept. 20 to be included on the list
for distribution that Sunday.

Dates to Know
Sept 13: Teacher Installation
Sept. 13: Bounce Back to Sunday
School
Sept 20: Backpack Blessing

Education: Youth
Sunday School meets at 9:30 a.m. for
study of scripture.

Oct. 4:

Third Grade Bibles

Oct. 4:

Pet Blessing

Oct 18:

Confirmation Class Begins

Dec. 6:

Advent Workshop

Dec. 13: Christmas Pageant
Confirmation is offered to students in
grades 7 and up who wish to learn
more about Jesus, the church and the
United Methodist Church. Classes will
be held during the Education Hour at
9:30 a.m. beginning in October. The
celebration of Confirmation will be on
May 15, 2016.
Youth Group, for grades 6—12, meets
on Sunday evenings for faith and fellowship development. We gather in
the Fellowship Lobby at 5 p.m. on
Sundays.

Apr 22-24: Confirmation Retreat
May 15:

Pentecost Confirmation Service

Children's Musical (Spring 2016)
Vacation Bible School (August 2016)

Education: Adults
Bible Study with
Pastor Jim will continue on Sunday
mornings at 9:30
a.m., Mondays at
10 a.m. and
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. The current
topic is Paul’s Letters and is led by
Jim Sprouse in the Library. The study
of Paul’s Letters will last until Thanksgiving, studying one letter a week.
VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1

Community Bible Study is a nondenominational Bible study that
meets in our Fellowship Building on
Monday nights at 7 p.m. This year
they will be studying 1 & 2 Corinthians. Please contact Jerome Johnson, Jxjohnso@travelers.com, 703338-7196 for more information.

Connections will begin a parenting
series on the book The 5 Love Languages for Children by Gary Chapman
and Ross Campbell. All are welcome
to attend, advance preparation is not
required. This study will end in time to
begin an Advent study after Thanksgiving. The class meets in the Chapel
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. on Sunday
mornings and be led by Karen and
Andy Briscoe.
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Trinity United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Worship Services
at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) — 9:30 a.m. (Sept—June)
Children's Worship & Upper Elementary Children’s Program—10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Communion and Healing — 12 noon
Celtic Evensong & Communion—6 p.m. (last Sun. of month)
Here to serve Christ and you:
James C. Sprouse — Senior Pastor
Eileen Gilmer — Associate Pastor
Keith Lee — Associate Pastor
Jose Rivera and Leslie Vorndran — Lay Leaders
Jerry Rich — Director of Music
Ellen LaCroix — Children/Youth Choir Director
Harriet Latta — Office Manager
Jose Luis Nuñez-Ruiz– Sexton
Janine Whitfield — Director of Parents Day Out
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Phone: 703-356-3312
Fax: 703-356-9119
E-mail: info@umtrinity.org
Web Site: umtrinity.org
Facebook: Trinity UMC, McLean

The Spire deadline is
the 15th of the month.
Spire Editor: Harriet Latta.
Submit articles to info@umtrinity.org.

The Mission of Trinity United
Methodist Church is to be a vibrant,
growing church home for all who
seek companionship, direction and
inspiration in their lives as they develop a personal, relevant relationship with God through Jesus Christ
and the Holy Spirit.
We are anchored in Scripture and
energized by congregational commitment. Trinity Church fosters the Christian values of joy, faith, service, hope
and love.
Trinity extends the opportunity to
experience the Grace of God through
worship, discipleship, study and fellowship in the traditions of the United
Methodist Church.

