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By James C. Sprouse, Senior Pastor
The United Methodist Committee on Relief [UMCOR] is the notnot-forfor-profit
humanitarian agency of The United Methodist Church.
Church Since 1940, UMCOR's mission - providing relief in disaster areas, aiding refugees and confronting the challenge of world hunger and poverty - has helped to heal the
hurts of humanity in nearly 100 countries.
countries UMCOR maintains a corps of
trained disaster response specialists for quick reinforcement of national
efforts and keeps a supply of relief materials in warehouses for dispatch
when and where required. It also trains disaster response specialists in
their own countries as part of a global ministry by a global church and
works in partnership with other international agencies.
For many years Trinity Church members have given with a sense of pride
and confidence to the United Methodist Committee on Relief. I want to remind you that UMCOR follows the professional accounting and auditing
regulations of The United Methodist Church. When you give to the United
Methodist Committee on Relief you can be sure that your money will go
where you want it to go. One hundred percent of your taxtax-deductible gifts go
to the emergency or project that you designate. UMCOR's administrative
costs come from other sources, especially the United Methodist One Great
Hour of Sharing offering.
United Methodists are stepping up to the challenge of Hurricane Florence
and ministering to many people who are in crisis. United Methodist
churches in North and South Carolina are acting as shelters for displaced
people and relief workers. ERTs (Emergency Response Teams) are present
at the disaster sites. Dozens more churches are supporting local shelters
by providing food, transportation, Internet and phone usage, as well as
meeting other needs.
Of all the Christian denominations that provide relief and emergency assistance in times of crisis, my experience is that none rivals the abilities of
UMCOR to respond immediately and on a global level to any crisis or emergency. You make this life-rebuilding ministry possible through your financial
support of UMCOR’s projects and World Service giving. On behalf of a grateful pastor and the denomination of which you are a much-appreciated
member, Thank You! And may you continue to bless and be a blessing to
persons whose very lives depend on your continued generosity.

Discover Trinity
By Eileen Gilmer, Associate Pastor
Have you taken stock of your New Year’s resolutions? It’s been ten months
since you probably made them. Or, maybe you’re a planner and are getting
a jump start on your 2019 plans.
I hope one of your resolutions is to become more involved at Trinity Church.
It’s never too late or too early to start. Do you like to speak in public? We
would love to have you be a reader during worship. Do you have a passion
for feeding the hungry? Help us with Martha’s Table Sunday by buying the
bread, making sandwiches and snack bags, or delivering them. Do you
have an interest in finance, administration, children or adult education,
worship, or social justice? We have a place for you! God has placed a call
on your heart. Trinity would love to have you live out that call with your
church family.
Where do you get started? If you are thinking about joining Trinity or are
interested in finding ways to get involved with the church, we invite you to
join us for our Discover Trinity classes. Here are the details:
Discover Trinity
October 14 & 21
9:30 a.m.
Chapel in the Fellowship Building
Childcare is available during this time. The nursery (also located in the Fellowship Building) is open for infants and toddlers. Older children are welcome to join us.
During our Discover Trinity classes you will have a chance to meet with
church leaders, as well as find out about what it means to be a United
Methodist and member of Trinity Church. Plus, you’ll have a chance to ask
questions about Trinity or the greater United Methodist Church. We would
love to have you join us for both classes but welcome you, even if for only
one.
Please let me know if you have any questions. You can always reach me at
the church or through my email: egilmer@umtrinity.org.
I’ll see you at church!
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Creative Play
By Keith Lee, Associate Pastor
Israel is known as the “Startup Nation” – the country with the highest number of startups per capita in the world! Over the years, Israeli startups have
given rise to innovations in a range of fields, from agricultural irrigation and
GPS navigation to life-saving cancer treatments. World class technology
companies, such as Samsung, Intel, IBM, Google, Amazon just to name a
few, have research and development facilities located in Israel due to access to creative and innovative tech savvy human resources. There are
many factors for its innovative tech culture. In trying to identify these factors, some educators point out Israel’s creative approach to education as
one contributor.
When I was able to observe its preschool system while I was staying in Jerusalem, the most prominent feature was a free play approach to education.
In the early educational stage, it seems to have no formal curriculum and
structured learning; mostly, children played outside and engaged in various
art activities. For parents who are not Israelis, they think this approach is
frivolous and undisciplined. Their main complaint was “In Israeli gans
(Hebrew for preschool and kindergarten), all they do is play?!”
When I was looking for one for my daughter, I visited a preschool. After observing I thought to myself, “Why should I pay for this when I could just
gather neighbors’ kids and play at the local playground?” But I was curious,
so I asked one of the administrators, “I was told that playing was one of the
main features of the Israeli education system. Can you explain the reason
for this?” She corrected me and said, “We engage in creative play, not random play. The first verb in the Bible is the word “created” and we believe it
is one of the most important principles of education.”
That surprised me in two ways. First, Israelis are mostly secular. Only
twenty percent of the population practiced religion. In fact, many nonreligious Israelis have a disdain for those who do. Therefore, when an administrator at this secular preschool quotes the Bible as a guiding principle,
I was pleasantly taken back. Second, I read that passage multiple times
and never thought of it in this manner. But after hearing her, it made perfect sense. The first act of God was to create. Furthermore, we are made in
God’s image, so we should act to emulate our creator. Of course!
I recall all this because I would like to incorporate more play, specifically
creative play and learning in our children and youth education. I love formal
learning because that’s all I know. But playing games and creative approaches in teaching bring greater attentiveness and interaction. If you
have creative approaches you would like to implement please let me know!
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Heart to Heart Family Fiesta
SUPPORT H2H CHILDREN'S VILLAGE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27
5 – 8 p.m.
The Speidel Home
900 Chinquapin Road
McLean, VA 22102
You are invited to a FAMILY FIESTA to support Heart to Heart Children's
Village in Honduras, a U.S. nonprofit.
Our mission trips have connected us to these beautiful children. They've
suffered unimaginable trauma, violence, abuse and severe malnutrition.
H2H takes them in and raises each one as their own with unconditional
love, care and education. Right now there are 110 H2H children. How
much would it cost you to raise 110 children?
Our family-friendly evening includes:
Delicious El Tio's Tex-Mex, wine & beer
Ice cream bar
Fun stuff for the kids, childcare provided.
Plus … meet Francisco, 17, who grew up
at H2H! He just graduated from high school and is now living in New
York with a sponsor to continue his education. His dream is to become
a robotics engineer.
Directors, Amy and Oscar Serrano will also be present.
Donate for Tickets:
Go to http://bit.ly/TUMCgive click on "Other" and write "H2H fund" in the
box with *.
$50 individual
$150 family--includes 10 raffle tickets
$500 tax deductible donation & invite 8 friends

BOOK CHAT
The Trinity book club is starting a new season! We'll meet on Tuesday, October 9: Exit West, by Mohsin Hamid. Bring a light dinner, if you like (dessert
is provided), and enjoy fellowship and lively conversation. Reading the book
isn't even required! Contact Kathy Maher (Kathyngs@gmail.com) to obtain
a copy of the full reading list.
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Membership Update

What’s New on Our Blog:
tumcthespire.wordpress.com

Baptisms
Ella Jane Smith
John Leland Smith
Andrew Christian Wight
Clara Edith Wight
Wedding
Catherine Wethington & Henry
Cauley
Are you moving?
Please send your new address to
the church office (703-356-3312
or info@umtrinity.org). Thank you.

Ask Henny
• Pet Blessing: https://wp.me/
p3ZFFv-rB
Crafts for a Cause
•
Missions
• Family Fiesta for Heart to Heart:
bit.ly/h2hfiesta
• Mission Trips plan to The Leadership Center: https://wp.me/
p3DkoW-gd
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Schedule of Events
Oct. 7

Pet Blessing

Oct. 8

Office Closed

Oct. 8

Crafts for a Cause
7 p.m.

Learn about the latest projects:
https://wp.me/p3ZFFv-rg

Oct. 9

Book Chat
6:30 p.m.

This month: Exit West, by Mohsin
Hamid. Details on page 4.

Oct. 13

Good Works Day
9 a.m.—12 p.m.

Indoor & outdoor projects with chili
lunch. See http://bit.ly/tumcgwd

Oct. 14

Martha’s Table Sandwich Making

Oct. 21

Laity Sunday

Oct. 28

Trunk or Treat
6 p.m.

Oct. 28

Celtic Service
5 p.m.

Nov. 4

Charge Conference
3 p.m.
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Details on page 5

See graphic below

Held at Mount Olivet UMC, 1500 N.
Glebe Rd., Arlington

Trinity United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Worship Services
at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) — 9:30 a.m. (Sept—June)
Children's Education —10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Communion and Healing — Noon
Celtic Evensong & Communion—5 p.m. (last Sun. of month)
Here to serve Christ and you:
James C. Sprouse — Senior Pastor
Eileen Gilmer — Associate Pastor
Keith Lee — Associate Pastor
Jerry Rich — Director of Music
Catherine Wethington — Dir. of Children’s & Youth Choirs
Harriet Latta — Office Manager
Jose Luis Nuñez-Ruiz — Sexton
Janine Whitfield — Director of Parents Day Out Preschool
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Phone: 703-356-3312
Fax: 703-356-9119
E-mail: info@umtrinity.org
Web Site: umtrinity.org
Facebook: Trinity UMC, McLean
Blog: tumcthespire.wordpress.com

Instagram: trinityumc_mclean
Twitter: UMTrinity
Youtube: UMTrinity

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is to be a vibrant, growing church home for all who seek companionship, direction and inspiration
in their lives as they develop a personal, relevant relationship with God
through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.
We are anchored in Scripture and energized by congregational commitment. Trinity Church fosters the Christian values of joy, faith, service, hope
and love.
Trinity extends the opportunity to experience the Grace of God through
worship, discipleship, study and fellowship in the traditions of the United
Methodist Church.
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