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Your Voice Matters
By James C. Sprouse, Senior Pastor
Here are some concerns our Next
Level Innovation weekend, October
20-22, is designed to address. Did
you know there are hundreds of
thousands of persons living in northern Virginia who have no church
home? Barna and other church research groups place the percentage
of persons without church affiliation
between 50 & 60%. Trinity and the
NLI Team want to open its arms and
reach out to this growing community
of persons seeking, but not finding
the right place to meet their spiritual
needs. Even before we reach out to
these persons we already know lots
about them.
Persons who are seekers of church
homes or new church homes tend to
fit the following profile:
 They prefer worship services
that are shorter, well designed
and have a lively flow and
tempo, not necessarily held in a
sanctuary; often a fellowship
hall is preferred.
 They prefer loud, upbeat, faster
paced pop/contemporary music
sound.
 Their loyalty is won through excellence in ministry and adult
education.

 They require a community of
faith to help them sort out the
hurts in their lives through practical messages, classes and
small groups.
 They prefer short-term opportunities, activities and commitments.
 They prefer a focus on local ministries rather than far away
places.
God has blessed our Trinity Church
with some of the finest lay and
clergy leadership in the country. The
time is very right for us to intensify
our outreach to persons seeking a
church home. I request that you support our Next Level Innovation weekend with your prayers. Encourage
and guide our leaders with your
ideas and suggestions. Offer your
own time, spiritual gifts and, when
possible, your financial resources to
help make this ministry a powerful
witness for Jesus Christ in the United
Methodist tradition.
Remember, our Next Level Innovation weekend is October 20-22. Lots
of things will be happening but we
need you on Saturday the 21st for
the all-important visioning session
from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. We will serve
you lunch and child care is available
(Continued on page 4)

Blessing of the Pets
By Eileen Gilmer, Associate Pastor
Pets are wonderful creatures and gifts from God entrusted to our care. For
many of us, they’re also members of our families. Those of us who love our
pets have something in common with a famous Italian Catholic friar who
live about 800 years ago. St. Francis of Assisi did a lot to draw attention to
the poor and needy. He also
loved all animals, recognizing
them to be part of God’s great
creation. (St. Francis was even
known to carry on conversations with the birds in the
trees.) In the year 1228, Pope
Gregory named Francis the
patron saint of both animals
and the environment.
Here are the details of how
we’ll celebrate the pets of our
parish:
Trinity’s Pet Blessing
October 1
2 p.m.
We’ll meet in the courtyard outside the Fellowship Building.
(If it rains, you can find us in Langley Hall.)
Everyone is welcome.
Important information: All dogs need to be on leashes. Cats and all other
critters need to be in cages or other appropriate carriers.
As you may have heard, we lost our buddy
Biscuit in June. Not only was he our family pet
but he was also the church mascot who
fielded all kinds of questions from our Sunday
School children. Good news! Duke, our granddog (who is also a Yellow Labrador), will be
taking his turn at answering questions. Duke
invites all Trinity children to ask away, either at
the website (http://umtrinity.org/education/
ask-duke) or through their Sunday School
teachers. You can see his answers starting in
the Spire next month.

Stewardship for Children and Youth Group
By Keith Lee, Associate Pastor
Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does
them will be like a wise person who built his house on the
rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall,
because it had been founded on the rock. (Matthew 7:2425)
Did you hear about the leaning tower of San Francisco? The Millennium
Tower is a 58-story, 645-foot tall condominium building located in downtown and was completed in 2009. The building cost over $350 million to
build, and penthouses sold for over $13 million per unit. However, in 2016,
the residents were notified that the building had sunk 16 inches and the
top of the building is tilting 6 inches toward the northwest. The main reason
is that it’s built on sand using a foundation method called friction piles.
I’m sure there are other factors that contributed to this grave situation but I
can’t help but wonder, how can this story relate to Jesus’ words? What
does he mean by practicing his teachings so that our lives (house) can withstand all the disturbances from natural elements?
Going back to the Millennium Tower, building on sand using friction piles is
a common way of construction. A more secured method is to dig all the way
down to the bedrock for a secure foundation. Many modern buildings use
friction piles because they’re less costly and are aligned with building
codes. However, for the Millennium Tower, the builders say that due to
heavy construction activities around the building and pumping out millions
of gallons of underground water contributed to the unusual condition of
rapid sinking.
How can Trinity build disciples to be founded on solid bedrock so that when
there are storms of life, winds of doubt, and disturbances in our environment, our houses can stand tall and secure? I’m sure you have many suggestions that will aptly apply to your situations. In addition, I would like to
suggest for Trinity that we should be more intentional about being faithful
in living out as a community of faith. This could mean consistent attendance in church where you’re connecting with other Trinity members worshiping, learning and growing. Also, this could mean that you say hello to
members you haven’t seen in a while. This could mean a whole lot of things
that help us dig deep and put into practice the teachings of Jesus. I’m really
excited about the future of Trinity and going forward with you!

(Sprouse, Continued from page 1)

when you register. YOU are necessary so we can clearly hear what God is
already doing in this church, and hear what God is challenging us to do
next.
We need to hear from younger, older, families, singles, leaders and nonleaders. We want to fill Langley Hall with 100 people because your voice
matters. We understand that Saturdays in the fall are busy, but I hope you
will choose to spend October 21 with us for this very important moment in
Trinity Church’s life. So please respond with your participation. To sign-up,
please visit our website: umtrinity.org/get-involved/nli.

Schedule of Events
Oct. 1

Executive Committee (by phone)

Oct. 1

Pet Blessing, 2 p.m.

Our annual blessing and giving
thanks for our furry, finned and
scaly members of our families.
See more on page 2.

Oct. 8

Martha’s Table Sandwich
Making

We’ll make 900 sandwiches and
snack baggies for the homeless.

Oct. 9

Office Closed

Oct. 9

Crafts for a Cause
7—8:30 p.m.

Join us as we prepare for our
Holiday Bazaar. Learn more:
wp.me/p3ZFFv-jD

Oct. 14

Good Works Day
9 a.m.—12 p.m.

A day of service projects for the
church and our community. Sign
up now (by Oct. 8) for some of
the projects. See more: bit.ly/
GWDFall17

Oct. 15

Child Protection Training

An annual training workshop for
anyone who works with children,
youth and at-risk adults. To learn
more: http://wp.me/p3ZFFv-jk

Oct. 15

Laity Sunday

Worship will be planned and led
by Trinity’s laity.

Oct. 17

Trustees meeting (phone)

Oct. 20-22 Next Level Innovation
Weekend

How can we be the best Trinity
Church that we can be? Learn
more on page 4.

Oct. 22

One worship service at
10:30 a.m.

The message will be presented
by the NLI Team.

Oct. 23

Crafts for a Cause
7—8:30 p.m.

Join us as we prepare for our
Holiday Bazaar. Learn more:
wp.me/p3ZFFv-jD

Oct. 26

Trunk or Treat
6:30—8 p.m.

For details, visit wp.me/p3ZFFvjW

Oct. 29

Concert to benefit Share,
6 p.m.

Multi-choir concert and service
fair at 2034 Great Falls St. For
more, see: wp.me/p3ZFFv-jI

Nov. 1

Charge Conference, 7 p.m. Everyone is invited.

Membership Update

What’s New on Our Blog

New Members
Adam & Kate Houston
Transfers
Tom & Jewel Myers
New Address
Donald & Jennifer Bainbridge
708 Potomac Knolls Dr
McLean VA 22102
John & Courtney English
1284 Ballantrae Farm Dr
McLean VA 22101
Kenny & Julie Harms
Unit 9500 Box 96
DPO AE 09624-0096
Len Holmberg
lenholmberg1@gmail.com

TrinityUMCMcLean

UMTrinity

trinityumc_mclean

tumcthespire.wordpress.com
tumcmissiontrips.wordpress.com

UMTrinity

tumcthespire.wordpress.com
Book Chat
• Find out about Oct. meeting
Children’s Ministry
• Trunk of Treat
]Church & Society
• Good Works Day
• Collection Drive for Christ
House
Crafts for a Cause
• On-going projects
• Christmas projects
• Holiday Bazaar
Music
• Chancel Choir
• Free Concert
• Youth Choir anthem

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is to be a vibrant, growing church home for all who seek companionship, direction and inspiration
in their lives as they develop a personal, relevant relationship with God
through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.
We are anchored in Scripture and energized by congregational commitment. Trinity Church fosters the Christian values of joy, faith, service, hope
and love.
Trinity extends the opportunity to experience the Grace of God through
worship, discipleship, study and fellowship in the traditions of the United
Methodist Church.

Trinity United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Worship Services
at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) — 9:30 a.m. (Sept—June)
Children's Education —10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Communion and Healing — 12 noon
Celtic Evensong & Communion—5 p.m. (last Sun. of month)
Here to serve Christ and you:
James C. Sprouse — Senior Pastor
Eileen Gilmer — Associate Pastor
Keith Lee — Associate Pastor
Emily Summers — Lay Leader
Jerry Rich — Director of Music
Catherine Wethington—Dir. of Children’s & Youth Choirs
Harriet Latta — Office Manager
Jose Luis Nuñez-Ruiz—Sexton
Janine Whitfield — Director of Parents Day Out Preschool
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Phone: 703-356-3312
Fax: 703-356-9119
E-mail: info@umtrinity.org
Web Site: umtrinity.org
Instagram: trinityumc_mclean
Facebook: Trinity UMC, McLean
Twitter: UMTrinity

The Spire deadline is the 15th of the month.
Spire Editor: Harriet Latta.
Submit items to info@umtrinity.org.

Pet Blessing
Oct. 1, 2p.m.
See page 2 for more.

Sent in Prayer to:

mailed September 28, 2017

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

A Monthly Publication of
Trinity United Methodist Church
1205 Dolley Madison Boulevard
McLean, VA 22101-3099

The Spire

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
McLean, VA
PERMIT NO. 13

